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The €mpiy Terrace

Margaret rowed lazily. The day was hot and the old
boat heavy. Elsie, in the bows, watched the tiny ripples
apread and lcse themselves in the tall reeds, and listened
to the gurgling of the water under the boat’s nose.

“I1t's a big lake,” she said.
“It’s a very hig lake.” Margaret was too hot to continue.

“I don't see any place this side where we can have
lunch,” Elsie said.

“Well, I'm not going to pull acress to the other side in
this hieat; besides, it's probably just as reedy over there.”

“Tt Jecks as though it mlg,ht be recky. T could do with
some foed.”

“You'll have it in time. If we can’t find a shady spot
we'll just run into the reeds and eat in the boat.”

The minutes crawled by. The sky above was a feint
blue and the water below reflected the sunlight whitely:
There was no wind and the squeak of the ungreased row-
locks intensified the silence, Then, so suddenly that the
change of scene was startling as an unexpected noise, the
reeds ended and the land fell away into a moon shaped
bay, the points of the crescent heavily wooded, and between
them, seen mistily through the shimmering heat haze, a
wide lawn sloping up to a long grey house.

“ What a lovely place.” Elsie sat up. *“We could land
easily on those rccks and have our fcod under the trees.”

“Yes, but the people at the house might object. It's
obviously their land.”

“T can't ree anyone, and it's a long pull for you to that
landing place over there.”

$Qb, I think we had better go across and ask—1I do
hate trespacsing. Besides, there are several people on the
terrace and they must have seen us.”

“So there are. I suppose you are right.”

Slowly they glided across the sti]l water towards the
lawn. Elsie watched three women on the terrace talking
together. A boy and a girl ran out of the house and down
the stepe on to the gmes where they romped with a blg
red Bettet.

“ Margaret, do stop a minute and look behind, the peaple
at the house are wearing the oddest clothes, The little boy
has bright yellow trousers, and the Jadies have poke bon-
nets and funny sunshades.”

Margaret rested on her cars and looked round. *“Quite
true. I should think they’re having a fancy dress garden
party. It mast be that, for do look at the man who is
standing by the gardener-—gee, by the old man clipping
the hedge— he has sidewhiskers; big, busby ones.”

“If it’s a party they may be very jolly people and let us
join in.”

“Well, we'll know in a moment.” Curiosity guickened
Margaret.s strokes,, and sdon the curve of the steep lawn
had hidden the house and terracé from sight, and the bokt
was alongside a very tumbledown slip.

“How quiet it is here,” Margaret said as she tied up the-
boat. You would think that you would hear those children.

at least.”

Elsie suggested that they had gone indoors to eat. The-
two girls started walking up the narrow path that serte&'

the lawn and kept under the shadow of the trees.

“They don’t take much care of their grass,” Elsie com--

mented, looking at the expanse of brown tussocks, “and:
the bouse sadly needs a coat of print round the windows.””
The silence fell more heavily as she ceased speaking.

After a long detour the path joined itself to the end of”

the terrace which ran under a yew hedge and then in front.
of the house., The old man was still clipping this hedge,
but the other people bad disappeared.

“The windows are broken. TLook! I don't believe any-
one lives in that house.”

“ But we saw all those peaple. They must-be somewhere
—I'll ask the gardener.” Margaret walked quickly up to-
him and asked if the people to whom the house bhelonged:
would mind her pienicking with her friend in the wood,

The old man stopped his worl, sta1ed at her for a-
minute and then said slowly, © What people'?”

“The people we saw on the terrace. Three ladies and a:
gentleman—and a little boy and girl who played with a.
a dog.”

“Oh, them ..
nos people—not what you'd call people.”

E]si'e, who bad been looking' at the dirty shuttered”
windows at the house’s end with growing mistrust, broke-
m——“What do you mean? We saw them ... ”

“QOh, ah., There be some as sees them and some as.
doesn’t.”

‘“ But—but what are they then ?” Both girls spoke at:
once.

“They're dead this hundred year. All dead.” He-
slowly clipped a twig from the hedge. *“They died in my
old granddad’s time—was took ill sudden-like and all died. .
They did say Mr. Donovan that was at the castle over there,.
was that put out when Mlss Sophle married hlS lordshlp,
be poisoned the well. But nothmu was proved So you've-
seen them. Well, they won’t mind you're eating your bit.
of food in the wood—not they.”

His volce rose to a thin cackle of langhter, which stopped
short as he realised he was alone.. *“ Why what's come to-
the girls, tearing off like that without so much as a good-
day aud thank ’ee!” -

Tre Orricr CAT.

The Editor asks that corresponderits will please sign alk
articlép sent in for publication.

” the old man stopped again, “Them’s:.
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Drsr CHIN-WAGGERS,

It is with more than regret that I take up my pen to
write my lust editorial to yvou; but circumstances compel
me to take a step which brings real sorrow to me as [ have
always enjoyed writing my monthly letters to you. Lack
of time, however, makes this act necessary, but my succes-
sor—whose name I will not divulge here—will, I feel sure,
distinguish himself to far greater advantage than I have
done, so I feel I shall be handing over the pen to a more
than worthy substitute. I shall, however, always' do my
best to come to the clubs, and if ever I can be of assistance
at any time I shall always do my utmost to help.

Well, our thoughts are now centered on Christmas turkey,
pudding and pies, and we shall all do our best to forget
our present troubles in wine and song. I remember ex-
pressing a hope last year that 1932 would bring us better
things. In some directions matters have improved; in
others they have become worse, but I am a born optimist
and I feel the situation must improve soon, and so we must
go on hoping and hoping. Of one thing we can be sure—
the United States mway ask for more gold; governments
may rise and fall, and winters and summers pass by; but
still we in the club maintain our cheerfulness and good
apirits in spite of adversities and world depressions, and
80 long as we do that we can be certain that the club will
continue to flourish on the firm pedestal on which it was

founded.

Ever yours,

THE EDITOR.

Every clubite will join with us in congratulating Mr.
David Rhys on his engagement to Lady Ann Wellesley
and in wishing him the best of luck for the future. On
the other hand, everyone will be sorry ts learn from the
Editorial Letter that we shall no longer have Mr. Rhys as
captain of the good ship Cuy-Waa.

The Federation Gathering

The York Hall, Bethnal Green, is very large, but not too
large for the Federation’s Annual Gathering. On Thurs-
day evening last it was very full indeed. A cheerful noise
rose from the body of the hall until Mr. Ratcliff appeared
to lead the Community Singing, and then the noise hecame
a roar of welcome. Mr. Ratcliff firat posed the audience
for their photograph—there was a flash which left most
people with shut eves and open mouths—and then the real
buginess of the evening commenced. “Pack Up Your
Troubles” and “ Tipperary ” set the ball rolling. ‘John
Brown’s Body” with new words adjuring the singer to
smile, wasa great success. There were moments when it
seemed possible that the walls would erack and the roof go
up, so great was the volume of sound from the 300 or so
voices.

After the singing, Mr, Wrench said a few words on the
meaning of this gathering. He hoped that the boys would
not think of it merely as a variety show, but as a meeting
together of the members of an extremely large organisa-
tion and so realise that each club in the Federation was a
part of a very, very big thing.

The programme which followed was most amusing,
Harlen Brothers’ ballet, danced to impassioned strains on the
piano, left everyone limp with laughter, A clever magician,
Mr. Rose, mystified the andience and gave a very small
club member the opportunity of appearing on the stage
—this so overwhelmed the small club member that he could
not remember his name when asked for it.

Mr. Valentine Bell’s speech, in which he told of a club
to which he belonged when a boy, was most interesting.
His rendering of * When father laid the carpet on the
stairs”’ was a great success. Mr. Bell was followed by
another conjuror, Mr, Cliff Lester, who did great things
with paper rolls and hottles of stout, and still more remark-
able things with a fiddle. Then came ** A Trial Music
Hall Turn,” in which the depressed would-be variety
artiste essayed every form of art and achieved the pin-
nacle of gloom in a * Cheerful Cobbler’s Song.” After the
melancholy aspirant for fame on the halls had departed
with hig'irate colleague, Mr. Rateliff returned and led the
audience again in song, his great achievement being to
make them sing softly; the last verse of “ Cockles and
Mussels ” was like the whispering of zephyrs. The singers
made up for this restraint when they sang * God Save the
King”; again the walls trembled 'Lnd the 1oof nearly le“r.
its moorings.

Seeing the audience rise and fling itself out into the Old
Ford Road, engulfing 'buses on its way, one wondered
whether next year Mr, Wrench will not have to take the
Albert Hall for the annual gathering and, say, in five
years' time, the Crystal Palace, '
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All contributions or suggestions should be addressed to Arr PEirsox.

The Annunal Dinner, which was held on the 12th
November, was again a great success. Polly Childs was in
the chair, and although his voice is small in comparison
with his bulk, he managed to make himself heard and kept
things going throughout the evening. Ninety-two mem-
bers sat down, including Jimmy Francis, Bob Allden,
Jack Dawson, Bob Mitehell, and many others of the old
brigade whom we do not see much of now. An excellent
dinner was cooked by Miss Thatcher, to which the com-
pany did full justice, especially Tommy Lusty, who did
morve than full justice to his special liking—Miss Thatcher’s
trifle. The service was operated by stewards supplied by
the Old Boys, who did their work very efficiently. After
dinuer the evening went merrily with songs sung by mem-
bers, and a conjuring show hy Mr. Wagg. During the
sing-song, Mr. Wagg, Mr. Villiers, Mr. Wellesley, Mr.
Cadogan und other Managers came in, and the whole thing
maide one think of the old time shows, before the club was
as big a8 it is now, when every one knew the other, and
when I think club spirit was at its beat. All good things
come toan end, and this one did at midnight with many a
cheery “all the best.”

% * *® 3 ®

. Don’t forget the Beef and Pudding Handicap on Xmas
Cve,

* ® * - o

The new games room in the basement is now in being,
and is being used a great deal, but members should
remewber that to stay down theras all the evening and not
use the other parts of the club is doing more harm than
good to the scheme; the billiard takings have dropped
considerably, and the ordinary club rooms have an air of
destitution. TFurther, the championship games which are
to be played before given dates are not being played, and
members should remember that if these games are not
played by those dates the committes have power to scratch
both the contestants, unless of course one player can prove
that Lie has tried to fix his game.

Those who remember Taff Wilson’s excellent buffoonery as
Koko in *“The Mikado” should come and see him adapt him
self to a totally different kind of part in “ The Gondoliers,”
which will be given by the Musical Society on January 12th,
14th and 21st. Owing to the unfortunate illness of one of
the principals who was taking the part of Luiz, the Society
was in a quandary, but Taff has stepped into the breach at
the last moment and saved the situation by taking a part
which is entirely foreign to his usual stuff,

* * * L3 #*

The Veterans’ Dance will be held on New Year's Eve,
when it is hoped that all members will rally round and
make it a bumper.

* * * * &

If you don’t want to be scratched out of the champion-
ships, bear in mind the closing dates for the first two
rounds. Round one, December 31st, and round two,
January 24th. ’

* * *® * *

A thing may happen that I do not think has happened
belore in the history of the club, and that is, that one of
the foothall teams may have to scratch from the league in
which it plays because there are insufficient members to
make up three teams. Now then, footballers, don't let
this happen. To the Managers: What about a club—first
rule?

* *® * * *

Will members using the club on Xmas Eve remember
that the member who wins the pudding wants more than
the bare basin. 'We would much rather you ate a raw cut
off the beef. :

* * * * *

The club will be closed on New Year’s Eve (this includes
the room downstairs), so there is no reason why you should
not give the Dance your support.

INKERTRAM.

December. 1232
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All contributions
to be addressed to
the Secretary, A. C.
BricuTow.

Several club members have told me that my notes on
this page in the November number of Caiv-Wae were a
decided improvement on the previous issues. I quite
agree, but unfortunately, from my point of view, the con-
tributer who showed such journalistic talent was none
other than Polly Perkins, who very kindly wrote this page
for me. Thaunk you, Polly.

Christmas will soon be with ue, and I take this oppor-
tunity to wish all Managers, club members and friends a
most Happy Xmas and a Prosperous New Year. My
wishes are especially extended to those who are less
fortunate than others and who may find Xmas a most diffi-
cult period in the vear; also to those friends who are in
gome distant clime; to Mr. Jardine who is doing mag-
nificently in Australia in the great effort to regain the
Ashes; to Bert Lutterloch in France, and Mr. Kenneth
Hale who is in South America. These are but a trio who
come readily to mind. But most of all let us all wish the
best of luck to those unfortunate members who are un-
emplored, and way the New Year bring employment and
unbounded happiness to them all.

* * #*

Heartiest congratulations to Mr, David Rhys, our vice-
president and lKditor of Cais-Wae, on his engagement to
beautiful Lady Ann Wellesley. Mr. Rhys has not been a
frequent visitor to the club lately, owing to pressure of
business at one of Mayfair’s mammoth hotels. Lady Ann,
it will be recalled, was present at the club party last
summer. We wish them the best of luck.

Mention of Tady Ann reminds me that another beauty
adorned the club on Thursday, 17th November, when
Lady Joan Villiers—niece of our own Mr. Villiers—paid a
first visit to the club, Lady Joan has undoubtedly inherited
some of her uncle’s good looks. It is fertunate that repre-
sentatives to receive her were none other than Alf, Melvin
(plus cauliflower ear) and other distinguished members of
our boxiug class.

The enthusiasm in the Old Boys is definitely on the
turn, and it is indeed pleasing to find that more than sixty
names have been received for our Annual Dinner, which
takes place on Saturday, 7th January, 1933. This is a
splendid’responss and must convince Mr. Villiers and other
Managers that this club is still a force to be reckoned with
when keenness and enthusiasm comes in. Forfunately we
have been able to secure the valued services of Miss
Thatcher and assistants, who will make all catering
arrangements necessary, My readers will need no reminder
here of the reputation Miss Thatcher's dinners have earned
in the club. Tverything points to this dinner being a
huge success. Let us hope this will be the case.

Two of our keenest members, Gammy Hughes and Polly
Perkins to whit, are doing good work in the club. The
former is arranging several indoor games’ matches with
other clubs, and it is hoped that members will assist him
by turning up for these games when selected. The latter
is running the Friday evening competitions which are
proving so popular with members, One or two members
who -regularly lounge in the har seem to derive great
pleasure from criticising the efforts of these two. "These
critics will be given every encouragement by the committee
to do better if they wish to try. It is obvious that they
will not. ‘

* # =

The squash team registered their first win of the season
by defeating the Jesters by three matehes to one. Our
victories were represented by Bob Srone, Alf. Brigton and
Dodger. The latter beat Dicky Rankin after a good game,
the latter playing as a member of the Jesters’ team.

Our representatives in the Amateur Squash Champion-
ships, Bob Stone and Alf. Brighton, were eliminated in the
gecond round. Bob lost to a very good oppouent of
squash, but Topper’s defeat was both surprising and dis-
appointing in view of the splendid form he had been
showing previous to the championship. Perhaps one of
them will carry off the title next year.

The LIiditor asks that correspondenta will please sign all
articles sent in for publication.
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It is about time that something was done in regard to
the Desborough Cup, a8 it is becoming an annual excuse
for a club dinner. At this year’s dinner Mr, Wrench
supported this opinion, stating that the Deshorough Cup
had fulfilled its function, which was that it had proved
that Eton Manor was the best boys’ club in London, and to
continue under present conditions was really farcical. Now
thers are two alternatives by which the difficulty can be
overcome—either by dividing the club into two or four
sections for the purpose of competing in the competition,
or by serapping the Desborough Cup. The first suggestion
does not find favour with me and an overwhelming
majority of members, because it will mean aboliehing_the
essential thing for the success of a club, which is unity.
The second suggestion is far more practicable, however,
for if the cup is scrapped it will enable the smaller club to
concentrate on a certain group as was formerly the case,
and by doing this it will make it far more difficult for us
to succeed in each competition. In any case a change in
the contest is imminent.

I wonder how many boys at the dinner were aware that
Mr. Wellesley is the real founder of the present club. Not
many, I am sure; but I think all the boys are aware of the
tremendous debt they owe to Mr. Villiers and the Managers
for the wonderfu] facilities they have placed at our dis-
posal, and the only way they can repay that debt is by
giving the fullest possible support to the club which they

are able to.
* * *

"The Senior football team are once more to make a deter-
mined attempt to capture the London Minor Cup. The
tearn are to have special training facilities to assist them,
and serious training will scon commence. I do not helieve
the club has ever been successful in this compestition, but

“this year's side is a very strong combination and the fact

that Tottenham Juvenilesare out of the running has greatly
enhanced their chances. In any case the prospects are
extremely rosy, as will be seen by their imposing Wood-
ford League record and their victory over Dulwich Hamlet
Juniors —another gerious contestant—in a friendly. Iam
sure that the eleven would do much better if they received
more support, as there is only one club boy who gives hia
regular vocal assistance. Now, what about turning up and
supporting them, you chaps who have nothing to do on
Saturday afternoons ?

* * *

Christmas will soon be here and so will the clul'’s * Beef
and Pudden ” handicaps, and raffies also. It would be a
good idea if the boys started to save up in order to partici-

" pate in these competitions as some of the prizes are really

7

worth winning, Money can be saved by cutting down

and doing away with unnecessary expenses. In other
words, why not save your odd pennies, etc., instead of
giving them to Coploviteh ?

* * *

The Desborough Dinner is now a thing of past

joy but present agony—many thanks to the man who

invented ' Ex-Lax.” After the ten-course dinner, Mr.
Polly Perkins, who was playing chairman, said a few
words, and by the time he had finished we were all saying
a few words and stressing our points to the chairman with
several well-directed buns. After speeches given by Mr.
Wrench, Mr. E. Hartley and Mr. F. Hartley, and last bat
not Jeast, Polly Childs, we adjourned to the hall for a very
entertaining concert for which we must be thankfal to our
Veterans—DBill Lester, Al, Bridges & Co.

® * &

Now to football. At last the Seniors have settled down,
and although heavily defeated three weeks ago I think
they will remain unbeaten for the remainder of the season.
They are lucky in having two able reserves in Cruse and
Cox, who, whenever they play show that they are quite
capable of retaining their positions.

We all know that Speed & Co. did last week, so we will

.not say any more about it,

Senior A are still winning, but they miss Cox and Cruse
who leave gaps in the forwards and defence respectively.

‘But Captain Hart is the inspiring figure of the side, as

there is no doubt Bentley and the other forwards look upon
him as their ideal.

Why is it that so many penalties are missed in Junior
A? Perhaps Captain Sait can remedy this. His team
says he can, he says he can, but still penalties are missed.

The mixed team are romping through their matches.
They really cannot help it with such atalwarts as Theo,
Swith, Terry and Coplo to back them up. The last few
matches have been played with eight, seven, or even six
men and yet they have won.

Hoox axp Croox.

For Nosey Pargers OnLY.

Once again the club has won the Desborough Cup and
8o rejoiced in another Desborough Dinner which I consider
was a great success. Polly was chairman and he must be
congratulated on the splendid way ia which he did his
duties. We were all pleased to see Mr. Wrench was
present. He gave a splendid speech, which all the boys
thoroughly enjoyed. The dinner was a great success, and
I am positive the club will do well the following season in
the Desborough Cup competition.
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The Seniors are progressing in fine form aud the team
has a fine spirit which will count a lot in doing well in the
wvarinus competitions they have entered for. I hope they
will carry on in the way they have started and so reap a
fine reward. I am sorry to hear that the Juniors are not
meeting with such good results as expected, but I am sure
-that it is bad luck and not bad team spirit. We can but
wish them better luck in their remaining fixtures.

* * *

The Federation draughts team started well in the
Tederation competition, when they were successful in
defsating Wiltshire Manor by the hugescore of 9—0, which
‘ig o fine start. Be sure to carry on in this brilliant form
and win the competition for the first time, which will be 2
.great achievement,

We are all sorry to hear that Arthur Hayes has met with
a very nasty accident while out cycling. We all wish him
a speedy recovery and hope to see him fit and about the
<hib soon.

LONDON MINOR CUP.

Eron Mawor Seviors, 3. InNoMinata, 1.

Last-minute alterations had to be made in the Manor
teamn owing to severe colds which Leech and Medcalfe had
developed. Cruse made his first appearance at left-back
for the team since his injury, Smith (the left-back) went
to outside-left, Mann (the outside-left) went to inside-
lefr, and Cox took Leech’s position at left-back, thus con-
stituting an entirely new left wing. It was decided to
iplay thirty-five minutes each way as full-time would have
heen impossible because of the failing light. IFordham
lost the toss and Eton Manor kicked off defending the
gsquash team end of the field. The Seniors launched a
series of attacks and pressed continuously, but it was the
visitors who scored first from a breakaway after twenty
minutes' play. Two minutes later, however, the Manor
scored, Willeoeks putting the ball into the net during a
scramble in the Innominata goal area. FKton were on the
initiative for the rest of the first-half.

"The second-half commenced with the Seniors doing all
the attacking again, and only very indifferent shooting and
great work on the part of the Innominata custodian pre-
vented them taking the lead immediately. Once Thompson,
the home right-half, broke right through the defence and
looked certain to scove, but the goalkeeper saved magnifi-
cently, injuring himself slightly. Such storming play as
the Manor were playing had to be rewarded, however, and
after about twenty minutes, Pottinger put Eton ahead
during a very determined attack. After this Innominata

forced two very dangerous corners and a few anxious
moments followed for the Manor, hut Willcocks put the
issue beyond doubt with a beautiful right foot shot, which
gave the Innominata goalie no chance. During the last
few minutes the club literally swamped the visitors’ goal,
but when the whistle went they had failed to obtain
another goal. The Seniors would nndoubtedly have won
by a more convincing margin if it were not for the wind,
which made a light ball very hard to control and conse-
quently made the forwards’ task in scoring doubly hard,
On the whole the performance must be considered as satis-
factory, but the team owed a lot to the defence, who kept
the opposing attack in a grip of iron.

The Desboroualh Dimmer

The Desborough Dinner took place on Saturday, 10th
December, in the lower games room. J. Perking was in
the chair, supported by most of the old committee, The
dinner, prepared as usual by Miss Thatcher and her staff,
consisted of cold roast heef, cabbage and potatoes, followed
by fruit salad. Minerals were, of course, plentiful,

After the club’s prize gourmands had eaten their fill,
we passed on to the speeches. Pully said how highly he
appreciated the houour of being chairman. During the
whole of his membership of the Boys’ Club he had had
two ambitions. One was to be captain of the Champion
House. and the other, to be chairman at a Desborough
Dinner.  The former, of course, he had not actually
achieved, but he was proud to have supported auch a keen
and enterprising captain as Alf. Larbey.

The Deshorough Cup competition last year was not a
striking success. As anticipated, Eton had a walk-over.
Nevertheless, splenidid performances had been giveun by the
Otters, who won all events at the open-water swimming,
and then went on to further success in the baths swim-
ming ; the Harriers, who won both the cross-country (in
which F. Maun put up a new record) and the Athletic
Sports ; the Junior cricket team, who beat Fairbairn House
in the final by 10 wickets; the table tennis team, who
reached the final for the first time in the club’s history,
only to lose by 4 games to §; and A. Larbey, who brought
the Reading Cup to the Manor for the first time,

He said it was obvious that the Desborough was now a
farce. We had no competition ; and lack of competition
would immediately lead to a lack of keenness. Personally,
he was all against dividing the club; there seemed some-
thing wrong in the idea of club fellows competing against
each other in an outside competition. Perhaps it would
lead to a greatdealof ill-feeling. Analternative suggestion,
he said, was to make all the club’s activities really strong
—that is, to endeavour to make the Harriers as good as
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Surrey A.C.; or the Otters as good as the Otter S.C., and
to enter the club soccer team in a first-class amateur league.
He said he was very pleased to welcome Mr. Wrench. As
evervhody knew, Mr. Wrench last year completed 21 years
as secretary of the London Federation. During that time
he has done a great deal to further the aims of the clubs,
and it would be hard to find a better man for the job. In
conclusion the chairman thanked Miss Thatcher, the secre-
taries, and all who helped to arrange and prepare the
dinner.

A. Larbey spoke of last year’s performances and pointed
to the great improvement in both the Harriers and the
Otters. In fact the Otters were ‘“’Otter than ever.” He
wished the club all success in the future. Mr, E. Hartley
said that more members took part last year in the com-
petition than in any previous year. Mr, Wrench spoke on
geveral points arising from the chairman’s speech. He
advised the division of the club into two—or even, four—
—sections for Federation competitions. As to com-
petition, he admitted that we were the best club in London.
Although we had won the Desborough easily enough, how-
ever, we had stern opposition in several groups. The
small clubs were as keen to beat Kton Manor in one group,
football, cricket, or any other, as we were to win the
Desborough. He pointed out the example of another club
—Hoxton Manor. They had entered a team in the Spartan
League which had played a couple of years ago in the
Tederation. Eton would be well advised to follow this
example. Mr, F. Hartley said that eventually he would
have a first-class foothall team bus it would not materialise
for several years.

" After Mr. Polly Childs had said a few words about the
old club in Daintry Street, the chairman closed the pro-
ceedings, and the members adjourned to the hall for the
concert.

Tree Rep.

Various

Moustaches seem to be coming into fashion. Both Bunny
Levy and Duleep Foreman are, we note, cultivating “ dirty
bits.”

* * *

Football merit has been recognised at last. Gammy
Hughes has been chosen to play centre-forward for the 3rd
team next Saturday. Gammy says he's been chosen because
of his superior speed !

* * *®

By the way, Gammy and Polly have at last found a

common bond. They are now both very good friends of
Mr. Wrench.

After several failures, the Old Boys’ Club called in Polly
Perkins, the former Boys’ Club Handicap expert, to rum
their handicaps. After promising to make 4/- profit.
Polly set out on his usual publieity stunts—*flashy’”
notices on hoards, doors, ete. He raised the prizes, points,

etc., and then made——3d. profit! He says he wants time-
to get his clients, and he threatens a crazy week !
P e *

The library has now over 150 additional voiumes in
gstock. Through the generosity of Mr. R. Shaw-Kennedy,
it was possible to obtain 50 of these new, and Polly selected
all best sellers. Join now. Full particulars from any
member of the Library Committee: W. Cove, J. Perkins,.
or L. Nobinson.

THE ReEP,

LerreEr FroM Berr LurrERLoos,
37 Rue Leonard Danel,
Lille, France.

November 15th, 1932,

Dear Mr. Villiers,
Just a few lines to let you know I am getting along very

well. Iam very sorry I didn’t have a chance of seeing you -

before I left England, but you were in Scotland at the
time, My team, Olympique Lillois, are doing very well to
date; we only lost one match and are at present top of the
League, two points above Marseilles. I have settled down

very nicely in the team mow. At first I couldn’t quite

adapt myself to their tactics. The football is very fast, bus
the scientific points, with which the game is played in
England are missing over here.

The City of Lille is not a very nice place. They call it
‘ the Manchester of France,” but we have some very nice
places to go to, so that makes up for it. 'The first away
match I went to was St. Malo in Brittany. We had a wip-

across to Dinard while we were down there. Then we

went down South IFrance to Nimes. The weather was
glorious down there. Nimes is a very old town, it was
part of the Roman Empire, and there are satill some old
buildings and ruins, from the days of the Romans; they

have bull fighting there too, but the season wasn’t on while:

we were there. We beat Nimes 3—0. Next week-end we are
going to Hyeres near Nice. I expect the weather will be
lovely down there. There is some talk of us getting &
mateh in England, but I don’t know if it will come off. I

hope so, though. I may be coming home for a few days
Christmas, so I will very likely see you then. Please

remember me to Mr. Baring and all the Managers.
Yours sincerely,
Berr LuTrerLocH.

B December, 1932,
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I think the hest item of news this month is that Goosey
has a son.  Some babies we ars told are born with a silver
spoon in their mouths ; this one was horn with a green hat
on. It is very nice to think that the elub will have another
green hat in the future, and we wish the whole Goosey
fanily all the best.

BoEm %

The Veterans' dinner was a great suceess, the finest
gathering of Veterans since the club has been open. Two
old stalwarts —Jimmy Francis and Bob Alden—were there,
and when the old 'uns meet there is no room for golfers or
fishermen.

BB W

About 100 Veterans were present to do full justice to a
real good spread prepared by Miss Thatcher. It consisted
of soup, fish, roast beef, beans and potatoes. choice of two
aweets, cheese and biscuits. It was nicely cooked, well
served by a team of Old Boys, and plenty for everybody.
I have had my leg pulled on more than one occasion for
saying nice things about Miss Thatcher in Crin-Wag, and
Thope to get it pulled again. I think every Veteran will
agree that the best dinners we have had have been those
she has been responsible for. Think of this: 150 fillets of
fish, 56 lbs. potatoes, 28 lbs. beans, two or three large
Joints, the soup and the sweets. Think of the preparation
to get all this on the table nice and hot and then take off
your hats to Miss Thatcher and the Munor House staff.
They must have worked like trojans. Even Jim
Harding had a hand in it—he cut the meat, which is no
little job. However many nice things I have to say about
‘the people responsible, it could not cover our appreciation
for the efforts they made to make the dinner a success,

5 % WK

One of the greatest surprises of the evening was the
appearance of Mr. Wellesley, the father of the club., He
had a wonderful reception, When the cheering subsided
the Veterans sang “Tor he's a Jolly Good Fellow.” It
was a little reminder that although we see very little of
him in the club these days, he is still remembered and
:appointed for the work he put into the club in the early
-days. Young fellows who were present have a lot to thank
him for. The Wick is a much happier place to live in
through his and the present Managers’ efforts. There are
very few London districts which are as fortunate.

5 &5 N

Mr. Wagg, Mr. Villiers, Mr. Liddle, Mr. Cadogan and
Mr. Pakenham were also present, and each one in turn
made speeches congratulating the Veterans on their success-
ful club. Talking to Mr. Hogg afterward, he said the
most amazing part of the Veterans was the way it appeared
to ran itself. The club spirit from the Boys’ Club days is

responsible for a Iot of this snccess. Mr. Pukenham was
brilliant, especially when le referred to his newly-born
daughter.  Mr. James Cunningham Stroud, our society
beanty, distinguished himself.

55 %

The stars were in great form at the sing-song. Mr.
Wagge sent & eonjuror who put up a great show. Albert
Dridges and Dicky Rankin the two assistants, found the
contents of their pockets hopelessly mixed up.  The other
artistes were Mesara, Loster, White, DBridges, Goodyear,
Peunientt, Goosey, Bill, Jack and Archie Graves, Stroud,
and last but not least Charliec Willinms and onr old friend
Vie. Marsh.  This was Charlie’s firat appearance as a turn.
at the club but he has been recording in America and has
just received an audition at the Windmill Theatre. He
put up a particularly fine show and I hope we shall have
his services at some of our future concerts,

B 5 W

It was jolly fine to be among so many old pals who very
often only meet on these occasions. It was particularly
Interesting to me becauge I oceupied the chair and was
celebrating my 25th year as a club member. Alf. Pearson
in his speech mentioned that I was a member of the club
three years before some of the present Veterans were horn,
and I looked round at the size of soms of them and realised
the truth of his remarks; I felt very old. I had never
thonght of this myself. I wonder if the day will come
when three generations of clubites will be at the Veterang’
dinner.

H 5 B

I had my old friend Tim Cole on my right. It was the
best place for him, although I had to put up with some
very rude remarks. Tim contrived to make it a real gala
night for himself and I was comforted with a chocolate cat
as mascot all the evening!—the Maggot—and he would
not sing.

5 R OB

Our congratulations to Fred Mallin being selected by the
A.B.A. to box ou the continent. Fred will meet all light-
heavies on his tour and we wish him the bestof luck.
When he returns he mests the Belgian champion at Albert
Hall on December 14th,

Wi & %

Wally Law has very kindly taken on the art class again
this year, and it is to be hoped that the members will
appreciate Wally's efforts, Although he is an old club
member he depends entirely on his art for a living, and it
will often mean valuable time for him to help the youngsters
in the club. But Wally has the real club epirit and we
hope he discovers some future artists.

5 5 K

All clubites will have their minds centred on Australia
during the next two or three months and our thoughts
will be with England and Mr. Jardine in their effort to win
the ashes, Good luck, Mr. Jardine, from every clubite.
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It was a very good tribute to the Boys' football teams
when E. Ship was elected captain of the London Federation
team which met the Liverpool Federatiou on Nov. 26th at
Liverpool. The result was a draw 3—3. Jack Davis was
team manager, and I believe another Manor boy played.

% % W

Sammy Goodehild cannot keep away from boxing, and
every practice night will see him in the club looking on.
He is the finest instructor for boys I know and his record
shows he ia far from a spent force yet. I would like to see
him back in harness.

WS W

It is very pleasing to note that the Old Boys have at last
managed to stage a dinner. This is a fine improvement
and we hope they will keep it going now they have started.
They are the Veterans of to-morrow and we want to see old

customs kept up.

B 8 WK

I was taken to the Casino by my old friend Tim Cole a
few evenings back. This is the new card and sitring-room
of the Veterans., It was well patronised and promises to
be very popular. Mr. Crieves said it was a great idea
handing that room over; it has left him anice comfortable
room. There is no likelihood of him making up a bridge
school.

5 &% B

1 would like to take the opportunity of wishing every
clubite a Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year.
Especially do I hope that all those fellows who are out of
work will have better luck in the new year,

Federation

Again we are in the thick of Federation competitions.
Boys are very busy training for gym., boxing first-aid,
drawing, ete., and if we are to keep the standard set by
forrer Federation teams the present members must get
down to it and train regularly.

We must not forget that the standard in these com-
petitions is higher every year, so we cannot afford to slack
down in the least. The only results ao far are:—

Individual Draughts.—Beat Wiltshire Manor, 2—0,
Lost to Webbe Institute, 0—2.

Team Draughts.—Beat Wiltshire Manor, 9—0.
Beat Webbe Institute, 55—21.

~ N.B.—Boys’ names wanted for recitations and essay'
writing competitions. Give your names to Mr, Hartley,
at once. ' '

December is the time that bids us put off the ““ 0ld man’’
and be ready to take on the “new’; or cast away anti-
quated ideas and be ready to adopt others that are more
modern. We must be ready to look to the future and
plan with the aid of past experience, and on no account.
must useless habits be allowed tostand in the way of real
progress. So Otters, let REASON be the pass-word for
19331 ‘

Readers will notice an article giving a few words of
advice to swimmers in the column this month, and it is
hoped that other experienced swimming men will be
induced t6 contribute to the series of “hints.” As in most
sports, the brain is an essential factor in swimming, and
often physical exertion can be used with more effect by the
application of a little brain power.

All keen Otters will be relieved to know that theirs is
not one of the club activities which lacks a team spirit.
(See last month’s CRIN-Wag). In fact, the spirit in the
gection runs 80 high that members *“ cuddle’ one another !
(I still have marks from the last water-polo practice).

The water in Victoria Park swimming lake is NOT being
heated for the Christmas Morning Handicap, but that must
not prevent the present number of seventeen competitors.
being beaten.

AWILOTTER.

1t is very nearly impossible nowadays to go much further

than one’s own club races without specialising while train-
ing for an “open” 100 yards to swim long distances only;

this improves the general fitness, but not the special fitness.

required to compete at the particular distance.

When training is begun for a certain race, say 100-

vards, it is advisable to swim 200 yards or so slowly, in
order to loosen the muscles. This exercise is performed
until the required suppleness is obtaimed. Then swim
the 100 yards at full speed, counting the number of strokes

taken for each length of the bath. After repeating the-

performance several times, it wlll be seen that one can
gauge the last sprint to the stroke, so that the end of one's

endurance is reached simultaneously as the hand touches.
the bar. As oneimproves, tt will be found that the sprint.

can - be begun sooner than in previous attempts.

If perfection is attained, no blame can be attached to a.
person for not having swum  4ll out,” or having lost a
race becanse the sprint was left until too late, with the

result that “racing power” is unused and hence wasted.
[C. E. Jaoxsow, Ex-Captain, Otters’ 8.0
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