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19S3-0NWARDS WE GO 
It is rather surprising-, and yet perhaps understandable, that 

the majority of our leading writers when reviewing the year 
which has now begun, all adopt the same theme-the year of 
youth, the year of opportunity for youth, the year in which 
the Coronation of our young and well-loved Queen is due to 
take place. Our own inimitable contributor, "The Mouse," 
who has been writing for CHIN-WAG for something like 40 years 
without a break, has some rather forthright views himself on 
this aspect, and expresses himself with his usual brilliance in 
this issue. I don't know anything much about "boogie woogie," 
and it may well be that it has something to do with the cur
rent expressions of some older people that the "Youth of to-day 
is not like he or she was in the days of the past!" And yet I 
am old enough to remember that this phrase is .one that has 
been used continually over the last decade. One still hears 
older people talk about the good old days when beer was two
pence a pint, and cigarettes fourpence for twenty! But one 
rarely hears these same people talk about the fifty-five hour 
week of hard-and I mean hard-work that they did for the 
twenty shillings or so a week. Less, in fact, than the majority 
of people get now for a well-spaced eight-hour day! Neither 
do these same people refer to the era when half the children 
in the poorer districts had no boots or shoes to their feet, and 
the mid-day meal in between morning and afternoon school 
consisted of a bowl of soup at the local soup kitchen! Yes, 
those were the days indeed! Perhaps it was before the Club 
as we know it now was built, but even in the 1912-1914 era, 
and in the years which foIlowed the 1914-1918 war, there was 
it great delll of real poverty and hardship in the average work
ing class home. Our older members will recall that in those 
days of the working boy, those with as much as two shillings a 
week pocket money wcre almost millionaires! And so to these, 
the Clubs like Eton Manor, Fairbairn, Hoxton, Reptoll, Oxford 
House, and hosts of others, were havens indeed. Many of these 
boys managed to save out of this miserable amount enough to 
clothe themselves, to pay their subs, to pay their camp fees. 
They did not have to worry about dances, cinemas, radio and 
television, these aids to civilisation! had still to come, and in 
consequence they found their recreation and interests among 
their pals every night at the Boys' Clubs. Perhaps a gallery 
seat on Friday or Saturday evening at the local Empire, no 
bus fares to worry about either! 

It is said that comparisons can be odious, but let us be fair 
to the youth of to-day. It is not their fault that progress(?) and 
civilisation(?) plus a war or two, has produced the present situ
ation, artific; al or otherwise. It is not their fault that to-day 
they are paid two or three times as much in wages as their 
fathers used to be paid (and raise families on I). It is not their 
fault that there are so many counter attractions in the shape of 
entertainments of every possible description to' bemuse and 
bewilder them. It is not their fault that they are here on this 
earth to-day. It is not being quite fair to blame them col
lectively for the sins of the few. 

To those who have been closely connected with youngsters 
most of their lives, and these are the people who should really 
know, there is little, if any, difference in the youth of to-day 
and their oounterpart of even pre-war days; fundamentally 
they are one and the same. They have a genuine desire to do 
the right thing for themselves, their parents, and their coun-

try. It is not so many years ago that fifty-six of the young 
flower of the Club made the supreme sacrifice. I may be the 
lone voice crying out in the Wilderness, but, like the "Mouse," 
I believe sincerely that the future is full of pr,omise, that the 
heritage which we older people are handing on to the younger 
generation is something which they will cherish. There is 
something to· be learnt from the foolishness of youth; it is the 
playground in which we all learn the hard knocks which CQme 
into every life, and the well from which wisdom and good 
sense is drawn to sustain us in later years. Let us not decry, 
as. so many of our theorists are apt to do; let us encourage by 
our lawn example as parents and elder brothers. Let us try 
to understand them and help them by our interest in them. 
Theirs is the future, and they will prove that it is in safe 
keeping. 

THE EDITOR.. 

TIT .. BITS 
Happy New Year to: 

Trevor Lusty, who is destined to continue the name of Lusty 
in Club swimming circles, and made a very good start by win
ning the Christmas morning handicap in the River Lea. Well 
done, Trevor; keep up the good work. 

The London Federation Representative Soccer XI, containing 
four Manorites and beating Essex XI by two goals in the 
National Competition. The four played wen enough to ensure 
their places in the next round, with John Alexander on the 
wing making it five Club boys. Well done, "Scotty" Garrett, 
George Gatward, Fred Clarke, Patsy Caparn and John 
Alexander. 

Eddie Woollard, whose initiative gave him a paid stripe 
after two months' service in the R.A.O.C. With his tongue in 
his cheek he suggested to the visiting Commanding Officer in
vestigating the hold-up in a certain job, the reasons for the 
delay and .the remedy. Also to the C.O. for recognising the 
right material and giving Eddie the paid stripe on the spot. 

The Club's 1st XI, still unbeaten in the League, thirteen 
points from eight games, and so many games in hand that 
they have every chance of climbing to the top of the ladder. 
Best of luck also in their semi-final tie with Guildford at GuUde 
ford on January 31st. 

Johnnie Thomas, for many years such a popular inStructor 
to the Boxing Club, \Xho is at present in hospital. Although 
it is nothing serious, Johnnie can do with a rest; a visit from 
some of his old pupils would act as a tonic. St. Matthew's 
Hospital, Shepherdess Walk, N.1; 7 p.m. evenings, 2-3 p.m. 
Wednesdays. . 

All those Hon. Secretaries and Instructors who have again 
promised to give their whole-hearted support to the Boys' CluQ 
for the second and, we hope, even more successful "Open 
Nights" to be held at the Club on Monday and Tuesday, March 
23rd and 24th. Programme of events will be similar to last 
year but condensed into two evenings. This is your chance 
to invite )"our friends in to see how the Club really functions. 

Nicky Gargano, whose best performance to date in beating 
fellow international Johnnie Thurgood secured him his second 
international vest. Best of luck when you box against Scotland 
in Glasgow in January. 

And, finally, the newest story going the rounds concerning 
the amateur footballer who is reported to. have given as his 
reason for resigning from his previous Club that his fares took 
a large lump out of his travelling expenses! 

"ONLOOKER..' , 

Boys' Club Xmas Competition 
Once again a very pleasant evening was spent in the Boys' 

Club on Christmas Eve. The competitions were very well sup
ported with over sixty entries in each; despite the usual 
absentees there was a big field of starters in each comp. 
Because of the early start there was a surprisingly early finish 
to the handicaps, but boys were still chasing around at a late 
hour looking for the final clues in the Treasure Hunt. Dave 
Barrett won the Hunt for the second year in succession, 
although Laurie Reid was actually the first to report at the 
final clue. Unfortunately he missed out a clue and was dis
qualified; however, a bit of dashing around enabled him to 
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come back for the second prize. Fre~ Heard did .w.ell to win 
the Billiards with minus four, but he IS often on bllhards duty 
as a Committee member, and no dou!:'t gets plenty of secret 
practice; in the final he beat Dave Birch, plus ?ne. Brot~er 
Albert Barrett comfortably won the Table Tennis by beatmg 
Brian Hodgson in the final. AI~ert was a ~rifle. l'7cky to get 
such a generous handicap as mmus 15, which Isn t really as 
big a handicap as it might sound. In the 2!d. f??tball com
petition John Allen whipped throu~h. the oPPosItion, finally 
beating Brian Agg by two goals to ml m the final match. 

ONLOOKER. 

Boys' Club Annual Summer Camp 
Dark, cold nights, pea-souper fogs, and her~ we are writ~ng 

about holidays already. Holiday Camps and rravel Orgamsa
tions depend largely on advance publicity for their custom, 
and regularly each year brochures are despatched and advez;
tisements appear in the newspapers many months before the 
normal holidays commence. 

Our annual Camp is such a popular feature that it isn't 
necessary for us to "sell" the idea to. the regulars; old Ca;upers 
still in the Boys' Glub will come agam, these same boys will tcll 
the new boys all about it, and before we kno~ where w.e are 
names will start to roll In by the dozen. It mIght be wise at 
this stage for the bene:fit of the newer member, to give a few 
facts abo~t Camp. The youngster can conjure up his own 
picture and then decide for himself whether this is really the 
ideal holiday. 

Our Club Camp held during August week under canvas is 
at "The Isle of Thorns," a very well equipped camp tucked 
away in Sussex by Ashdown Forest. It embodies every possible 
recreational facility and is the ideal camp for a healthy keen 
youngster. Camp is organised and days are spent playing 
games such as novelty running races, swimming races, soft shoe 
football, etc. There is a compulsory sing-song every night. It 
is a Camp in the true sense of the word, under canvas, you 
sleep in large bell tents and, except in wet weather, meals are 
eaten outdoors. There is an abundance of good food, but for 
those who wish to buy those little extras there is a Camp tuck
shop. Friends can be accommodated together in tents, eight 
members per cent. 

The inclusive charges for Camp (details available on Boys' 
Notice Board) are very low and cover the cost of conveying 
you to and from Camp, your accommodation, food, etc., etc.; 
'in fact the whole bag of tricks. Of course, you supply your 
own pocket money! Weekly payments can be made, com
mencing on Fridays after the first Camp meeting early in May. 

If you feel that you would like to come to Camp, sign your 
full name on the Camp list on the Boys' notice board. Dates 
this year: Saturday, August 1st, to Sunday, August 9th, 
inclusive. 

"SOAVENGER." 

FOOTBALL 
OLD BOYS 

December has seen the first team consolidating their strong 
position in the League table, outstanding games being the 
Christmas double victory over Wingate, the home game on 
Christmas morning attracting the biggest attendance for a 
League game this season. The Dartford game at home, a 
goalless draw, was another exceptionally good game. Further 
progress has also been made in the London League Challenge 
Cup, and the team await the semi-final, away to. Guildford, 
with the utmost confidence. Strength in reserves is probably 
more responsible for the run of successes recently than any 
other factor. Chariges have had to be made, but 'on each 
occasion the reserves brought in have amply repaid the con
fidence placed in them. Provided that the team keeps clear 
from injury, and the training schedule is rigidly adhered to by 
all players, we have a wonderful chance of bringing off the 
Leagu~ and Cup double. Thc second team are also settling 
down mto a strong and more than useful team, and are still in 
~he cup cOl.npetition with a ve~y reasonable chance of pulling 
It off. It IS a grei!-t opportumty for the Club to bring off a 
wonderful double; It can be a~hieved, the skill and spirit are 
ther~, the ~layers mu~t and will do. all that they can to keep 
fightmg fit If success IS to come their way. The third, fourth 

and fifth teams are playing energetic and enjoyable football, 
although the severe weather conditions have meant .many can
celled matches. The third team have suffered oWlDg to late 
changes in the constitution of the !eaI? due ~o the. ~alls .of the 
first and second teams, but are stIll m a falr P?SitlOn. 111 the 
League. The fourt~ team suffcred. a set.back 111. theIr .local 
Derby with the MiSSlOn, but are dOing qUite well In a hIgher 
sphere of football thi~ seaso? "Webbo's" fifths have h.ad 
their programme curtailed owmg to the weather, but are Wlll
ning a fair share of their games. 

There is a saying that "the prophet is without honour in his 
own. CQ!.mtry." I am reminded of this by reading the follow
ing report which appeared in a Kentish newspaper following 
our home game with Dartford :-"Strong side fail to humble 
Eton Manor. Being without a first team match on Saturday, 
Dartford sent a side to play Eton Manor which included seven 
regular first team players, but they were unable to overcome 
a very keen side, who may weJl prove to be the London League 
champioll3. Unbeaten in six games, they promise to be strong 
oontenders for the title with Dartford and another unbeaten 
side in Ruislip Manor. Woolwich Poly, Gravesend and Guild
ford are other clubs with good records. In Saturday's game 
Eton Manor realised they were up against what was almost 
Dartford's complete Southern League strength, and were per
haps a little unfortunate not to have won. The Darts had 
practicallv all the play in the :first 15 minutes, but the Manor 
defended stubbornly to keep their goal intact, and there was a 
lack of cohesion among the Darts' forwards. The Manor, 
playing with great enthusiasm, had the Darts struggling later, 
but they, too., were not too pr-oficient in front of goal and 
missed three gilt edged chances. In the Darts' goal, Garland 
played a sound, courageous game, and was outstanding for his 
side. In the last stages of the game the Manor tried hard 
to get the all important goal, but Dartford survived to take a 
point in a goalless struggle." 

SEE A BETTER GAME AT TEMPLE MILLS. 
V. Y.H. 

SENIORS 
On each of the Saturdays in December the Sen:ors have 

been engaged in cup ties. On the first Saturday. when every
thing was enveloped in fog, we managed to get through 90 
minutes of our London Minor cup tie with West Ham Juniors. 
During the first half play could be followed with comparative 
easei and although West Ham scored with the first shot of the 
game, a fairly easy one helped in by Jones, and us with only 
ten men on the :field, we had sufficient chances to have been 
able to turn round at half-time with a considerable lead of at 
least four or five goals to one, so much did we dominate the 
game; instead, we were fortunate to be on level terms. The 
murk became so thick in the second half it would be impos3ible 
to give a truthful description. of what really did happen, but 
according to· dependable eye-witnesses it finished with a story 
book ending with the hero, in our case George Gatward, sav
ing the game in the last minute. If one could judge by the 
tremendous vocal encouragement given by some of George's 
friends, including George Littlemore, Brian Cole and many 
others, who had posted themselves by our opponents' goal, it 
was safe to assume that we were still masters of the situation 
but without getting the suitable rewards, chiefly due to th~ 
West Ham goalkeeper making the most miraculous saves. It 
was, however, West Ham who took the lead during one of 
their rare assaults on our goal, when the ball, appearing sud
denly out of the gloom, struck Jones on the chest and their 
centre-forward scored fr·om the rebound. He added another 
s0.on atter by disposscssing Garrett, J ones having no chance 
,,!,Ith hiS shot from cl03e ra,nge. It was at this juncture impos
Sible to see our opponents goal fr·om the touchline but con
tinuing their vociferous encouragement, George, Bria~ and Co. 
spurred our forwards on to greater efforts, and amidst tre
mendous cheering George Gatward soared after hitting thc 
crossbar and the backs had cleared off the goalline with their 
keepe.r beaten. The refer!!e w9uld have been quite justified in 
stoppmg the game at thIS POl11t through bad light but was 
loath to do so, hoping he would be able to get a ~csult but 
G~orge Gatward put paid to that hope by equalising witl{ one 
mmute to go.. As well as our team played, getting on equal 
terms after bemg t~o g-oals down, I'm sure they will agree it 
;was due almost entlfely to the vocal encouragement given by 
that band of supporters, for which many thanks. 
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Against Priory Court in the 3rd Round of the Pelly Cup on 
the following Saturday, we were without the services of Laurie 
Brinton, who had fallen off his bike, and Fred Clark who, 
after playing for the Federation team in the morning, had a 
recurrence of his backache. A certain amount of reshuffling 
of the positions took place as a result; our attack was rather 
disjointed, even more so when Ray Reynolds had to leave the 
field with a damaged eye. We managed to get a 2-1 lead 
at half-time, but full marks went to our halfbacks, especially 
Bill Worrow at centre-half, who was very well supported by 
George Gatward and Ken Knowles, his wing-halves. Not until 
John Alexander increased our lead in the second half did the 
tension slacken, but when Ray Reynolds, who had returned 
with one good eye, added a fourth, the fight went out of our 
opponents. 

Len Garrett, Pat Caparn and George Gatward all played 
with Fred Clarkfor the Federation team that beat the Essex 
Federation XI at Ilford during the morning. Each of them 
had a good game and were chosen to play in the next round 
against the winners of Kent and Sussex. 

Our replay with West Ham took place on the Valley the 
following week. Laurie Brinton had made a good recovery, 
and John Harvev and Roy Whiffen were brought in from the 
Juniors as centre-forward and goalkeeper respectively. The 
inclusion of Harvey allowed George Gatward to drop back to 
right-half, Bill Worrow taking Clark's place at centre-half, who 
was still troubled by his backache. Heavy rain during the 
game made conditions rather rifficuIt, and it was due to these 
we took the lead when Gatward's shot was deflected by an 
opponent and the West Ham goalkeeper could only watch the 
ball sliding past him. We attacked continually during the first 
half and Whiffen had very little to do to show his skill, but 
he did jeopardise his goal once or twice by trying to bounce 
the ball too often in the mud. 

West Ham equalised early in the second half through a mix
up between Garrett and Whiffen, both of them going for the 
ball and neither of them getting it, left the opposing centre
forward with an empty net to shoot into. We took the lead 
aga;n soon after with a lovely goal scored by Ted Yeend who, 
having wandered into the middle, took a pass from John 
Alexander, moved to the goalkeeper's left hand, and shot into 
the right-hand corner of the net .. We settled the issue when 
Harvey headed in a centre from Terry Gooch, and ran out 
worthy winners by 3 goals to l. 

Our backs and halfbacks played as well as ever, especially 
Brinton, who had a little trouble with his damaged leg, but 
stood up very well and did not let it bother him. Harvey, at 
centre-forward, did not get all the support and the right passes 
a centre-forward needs. Both our inside forwards persisted in 
taking the ball rig-ht up to him before parting, and consequently 
he either had no room to work the ball or was crowded out. 
Whiffen in goal did all he was called upon to do, and picked 
the ball up very cleanly on the half volley, a promising sign. 

Dec. 

" 

" 

JUNIORS 
5.-v. Leyton Corinthians Y.C. 

L. & D.Y.L. 
13.-v. Cobbold Y.C. 

L. & D.Y.L. 
20.-v. Cobbold Y.C. 

L. & D.Y.L. 

F.G.L. 

W 3-1 

Match abandoned 

W 3-1 

Boxing Day-v. Dulwich Hamlet J nrs. D 2-2 
Friendly 

The Juniors have now had a run of twelve games without 
meeting defeat, and they are showing greatly improved form. 
The best performance of the month was the draw with Dulwich 
Hamlet Juniors which, although a good enough result in any 
case, did not really do them justice, as they were, I think, the 
better side. 

The game was played on the Valley pitch, and right from 
the start it was obvious that the Juniors found the big pitch 
very much to their liking. They swung the ball from man to 
man with commendable accuracy, and the Dulwich defence 
were hard put to it to keep their goal intact. Eddie Clayton, 
who had only found a place in the side because of Dave 
Langley's indisposition, was a constant source of trouble for 

Dulwich on the right wing, and but for a tendency to over
elaborate, he might have won the game for his side in the first 
fifteen minutes; indeed, on one occasion he beat his immediate 
opponent with ease, but delayed his pass to an unmarked John 
Harvey in order to indulge in the luxury of taking the ball 
back and beating his man again. However, this feat accom
plished to his satisfaction, he found his pass to John blocked 
by a Dulwich player grateful for the undeserved opportunity 
of regaining position. Eddie made amends a few minutes 
later when he scored the Manor's first goal with a snap shot 
from close in, which the Dulwich 'keeper touched but could 
not hold. 

Dulwich were still being outplayed territo·rially, but ten 
minutes before half-time they equalised when a Manor de
fender miskicked in the goal area and gave Ted Christie, play
ing for Dulwich in place of an absentee, the chance to show 
his worth by sliding a beautiful pass through the middle to his 
unmarked centre-forward, whose shot gave Roy Whiff en no 
chance. 

Half-time came and went with the score still one goal all 
but with Dulwich coming more into the picture, and for brief 
periods they were penning the Juniors into their own half. For 
all their eff·orts Dulwich did not ~core during this period, and 
twenty minutes aftcr half-time the pendulum swung again, and 
in a sustained Manor attack John Harvey seized his oppor
tunity to makc the score two goals to one when the Dulwich 
'keeper misfielded an earlier shot from John himself. 

Both sides were now slowing up a little, either owing to the 
pace of the game or from the effects of the turkey and Christ
mas pudding consumed the previous day; but whatever the 
cause, the football was now scrappy, and the Juniors' play 
suffered most by comparison, and for a time Roy Whiffen and 
the backs had a lot to do. The Juniors did not allow this 
state of affairs to remain for very long, and they were soon 
attacking again, but as is the way of football, it was during 
this attacking spell by the Manor that Dulwich equalised. Ted 
Christie once more rubbed salt into the wound by heading 
against the bar with his friend Whiffen gazing helplessly at the 
sky from the depths of the goalmouth's deepest puddle, the 
rebound being gently and so very gratefully steered into the 
empty net by the Dulwich ins:de-Ieft. 

Two goals all and fifteen minutes to go; it was neck and 
neck now and once more the game flared up. Dave Birch re
tired to the wing to nurse a slightly injured leg, and proceeded 
to emulate the frisky doings of the England player, Jack 
Froggatt, in similar circumstances during the recent inter
national with Wales. Ray Kelner more than adequately filled 
the vacancy at left-back, and it may have been my imagination, 
but the team seemed to play better in this fo·rmation. How
ever, Dave hates the role of forward, and Roy has now 
sampled the heady wine of success that is the role of the goal
scorer. Time was drawing near, and although both sides tried 
hard to score the· winning goal, the final whistle came with no 
addi tion to the score. . 

It had been a most satisfying game from our ~oint of view, 
and the result, and the manner of its achievement, sufficient 
encouragement for the team in the hard cup ties to come. 

R.H. 

OTTERS' NOTES 
Annual General Meeting 

The Eton Otters' Annual General Meeting was held at the 
Club in Riseholme Street on Monday, 17th November. Mr. 
E. B. Baring presided over what was probably the shortest and 
most orderly A.G.M. the Otters have ever known! Having 
agreed last year's minutes, Gordon Draper was then asked 
for his report. Gordon reminded the assembly that things 
started very much from scratch in the previous year. We had 
to look around for a trainer £01' the boys; Wednesday evenings 
had become extremely lax, and somebody was needed to instil 
discipline. In this respect he was pleased to say that we had 
acquired the service of Len Denahay. Len had so far worked 
wonders with the boys, and indeed it was a pleasure to see the 
smooth, efficient way the Wednesday evenings were now sett
ling down to. As from the New Year, Len would also be polo 
coach, and he hoped the polo team would give their fullest 
co-operation. 

! 
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The next speaker was the Treasurer, Bill Wood. Bill spok:l 
about many pleasant things, namely money; how much '!le h~ 
made, how we made it, and where it went after reachmg t e 
credit side of his ledger. Dances appeared to be ~ur ~nly 
source of revenue; here he paid tribute ~o Geor!5e Plckenng, 
retiring Social Secvetary, for his efforts m runmng our four 
dances. September and October had looked very black months, 
and the coffers very very empty; however, we now had money 
in hand and he wo~ld see to it that it. was kept as s~eh. The 
only item hanging over our heads was a stock of SWIm trunks, 
which he hoped would be sold early next season.. A round 
of applause sent the Otters' "Rothschild" back to IllS seat. 

Alan Walker, retiring Polo Secretary, then ~ddressed the 
meeting. He touched on past successes, all of whIch have been 
mentioned before in this column, and also of the general slack
ening off of training which became very apparent t?war?s the 
end of the season. If our position were to be retamed m the 
Premier Division next year we would have to pull our socks ~p. 
NevertheJ.ess we had had a happy season, well crowded WIth 
events, and 'had travelled the country ",:,ith quite a fey; con
quests. He wished his successor all pOSSIble luck for hIS term 
of office. 

An amendment to the rules, proposed by Stan Br<?wn, 
seconded by Butch Read, to .the effect that the CommIttee 
should consist of five members mstead of ten, was accepted and 
duly adopted. 

Officers elected for the coming year:-
Hon. Secretary: Gordon Draper. 
Hon. Treasurer: Bill Wood. . 
Han. Polo Secretary: Butch Reid. 
Hon. Social Secretary: Alan Walker. 
Junior Captain: Michael Buck. 

The Eddie Lusty ·Memorial Cup was presented to the most 
outstanding junior of the year. Unanimous agreement decided 
that Michael Buck filled the title beyond all shadow of doubt, 
and Mr. Baring in presenting him with the trophy said he 
hoped all juniors would set their hearts on winning it next year. 
This Cup will be presented annually to the year's most out
standing junior, also a souvenir trophy for the holder to keep 
for life. 

The meeting closed, and Gordon Draper proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman for conducting Eton Otters' quickest 
A.G.M. 

Unfortunately the report of the Otters A.G.M. arrived too 
late for inclusion in the last issue of the magazine, and they 
are included now as they make interesting "Otter reading" 
whether in season or not. Being somewhat of a novice in this 
literary business it is even more difficult when there is so very 
little to report upon, with the exception of the annual Christ
mas morning handicap in the Lea. 

There were 26 starters for this event, and naturally the 
numerous spectators, all of whom had rather cunningly for
gotten those necessary items-costume and towel. We were 
pleased to weIcome among our competitors the old diehards, 
George Tilley and Johnny Holmes, with Alf McMillan and 
others. This was George Tilley's 26th attempt to get his.name 
among the illustrious prize-winners, and once again his long 
journey was doomed to disappointment; but George is a great 
Club man, and he will keep on trying until he can swim no 
more. We were very glad to have Mr. Villiers with us. He 
caused quite a sensation by making it known that he had 
brought some spare bathing slips along with him for any who 
had left theirs behind! 

The race was very nicely handicapped, and in an exciting 
finish little 12-year-old Trevor Lusty, schoolboy otter, off the 
limit mark, just held on from another schoolboy Otter, "Scatty" 
.lames, with Donald Draper, representing the older vintage, 
close up third. The general feeling was that the temperature 
of the water was colder than of recent years, ,and there was 
little or no "after race" frolics on the part of the competitors. 
The minor part of the morning's operation having been accom
plished, and Mr. Villiers having presented Trevor Lusty with 
an enormous hamper as first prize, attention was then direeted 
on matters of importance to the inner man! Led by the one 
and only Ken Fennell, we hurried back to the Club to scoff 
enormous quantities of excellent sausages prepared by Mrs. 
Foreman. It is noteworthy that although Ken Fcnnell got to 
the Club well ahead of anybody else, his main concern was to 
help with the laying of the tables for the other.. The rumour 

that he'd eaten eight bangers and a jar of pickles before the 
rest arrived is all eyewash. 

Polo training, serious .training, has co~menced on Friday 
evenings at York Hall, Wlth Len Denahay m complete control. 
All polo players, and we mean all, are as~ed to be, along at 
7.30 p.m. And please remember that Len 1S the guv nor, and 
what he says goes for everybody. 

There will be a Stag Supper for the Otters over one of 
London's old inns during the month of February. Final details 
of this effort have still to be worked out, but the party has 
to be limited to 40. 

We entertain Penguin S.C. at Squash on 13th January, and 
pay them a return visit at Shepherds Bll;sh pn 14th Fe?ruary. 
This is a new venture for the Otters, WhiCh we hope WIll be a 
prelude to other interesting events. 

"DOLPHIN." 

HARRIERS' NOTES 
The bad weather experienced during recent weeks has had its 

effect, and with many of our regulars contracting 'flu and similar 
ailments attendances have been small; nevertheless, the Club 
has fulfilled its fixtures, although we have been forced to field 
sadly weakened teams on several occasions. 

December 2nd. A mixed team of Boys and Old Boys visited 
Wadham Harriers for an evening run, and although beaten by 
29 point. to 50 they put up a good show. Sid Morley did 
well to get 3rd, N. Corper 6th, E. Smeeton 7th, E. Konopka 
10th, D. Warner 11, and R. Gray 13th. 

Deeember 13th. The County Youths Championships. In 
the Middlesex event we were 9th of 14 teams; rather dis
appointing considering the capabilities of our runners, but as 
several were short of training it was perhaps no more than we 
could expect. Tony May was 28th, Ted Konopka 30th, Dave 
Lear 60th, Jim Kirby 61st, and Albert Bacon (who ran very 
well), Alan Biggs and Mike Keogh completed the team. There 
is plenty of talent ainongthis crowd, and they really must get 
down to' some strong work before the Southern. In the Essex 
race we were out of the hunt, for Alan Stacey, our No. 1, was 
laid low with bronchitis, leaving Nigel Corper, Nic~ Holness, 
and young. Doug Taplin as our scoring three. Nigel kept up 
his recent improvement and ran well to get 31st, and at the 
same time undoubtedly helped Nick, who was close behind in 
33rd position. Doug Taplin, who has little or no experience 
over the country, found great difficulty in getting a foothold, 
and after several heavy falls did the wisest thing in retiring 
at the halfway stage. 

Wednesday, 17th December. This was an atrocious night
only the "diehards" were on the spot for the annual baton 
relay-and after some persuasion we were finally able to raise 
four teams. Charlie Pitnian, who has been busy working over
time, was sadly off form, and his team were always struggling, 
although Albert Bacon, Alan Stacey and Ted Konopka did 
their best to reduce the leeway. The surprise of the race was 
Mike Keogh, who put in a great run over the second stage, 
after taking over in second position from Eric Smeeton, and 
his time of 6 mins. 1 sec. was quite the fastest he has shown 
for the Club. Alan Wood and George Smith kept the lead and 
although Sid Morley made a determined challenge over the 
last leg, George was always his master and ran home a good 
winner with 18 secs. to spare. 

Saturday. 20th December. Another filthy afternoon, but it 
was gratifying, after the poor attendances of the past month, 
to find On arrival at Loughton that we had two more than the 
required complement for the Ware Cup race. Five teams par
ticipated ove.r a none too easy ~ourse, the home team, Lough
ron A.C., .~e~ng suc~essful, beatmg us by 19 pts. Sid Morley, 
m 6th poslilon, gamed a medal for the fastest run in our 
team. Result: Loughton A.C., 59 pts.; Eton Manor, 78 pts.; 
Wad ham H., 88 pts.; Ponders End A.C., 99 pts.; Grafton A.C., 
195 pts. Our positions: S. Morley 6th, G. Smith 8th B. 
Cole 12th, A. Stacey 16th, R. Williamson 17th, N. Co~per 
19th, E. Smeeton 20th, P. Keen 24th, H. Hart 30th, E. 
Konopka 31st, L. Golding 34th, D. Myers 35th. There were 
43 starters. 

Here is the New Year upon us. Let's make our resolution for 
hard and conscientious training, shake off the slackness of the 
past few weeks, and have a record turn·out for the V.P.H. 
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mob match, the Boys House Comps., and the match for the 
"Chicago" Cup v. Crown and Manor .. Then come the Southern, 
the North of the Thames and the Federation races. For track 
people Len Kerridge and Ben Gatward are busy on the track 
every Thursday ~vening. 1952 was a grand record year; let's 
see that 1953 WIll be as good or even better. In conclusion 
here's wishing our invalids a return to good health and t~ 
Harriers everywhere, past and present, and to all CI~b mem
bers-every happiness and the best of luck. 

. . LES GOLDING. 

Annual Dinner 
The fourth annual dinner was held at the Club on Satur

day, 6th December. Although we picked what was probably 
the foggiest Saturday for many years there were once more over 
a hundred members and guests present. 

Unfortunately the weather prevented two of our special 
visitors, namely Bill Coyne and Horace Denton, from attend
ing. The latter made a gallant attempt to travel up from 
Bexley, but arriving at Waterloo at 6 p.m. was unable to get 
any further and eventually reached home again at midnight. 
However, we were still able to welcome Mr. Villiers, who had 
shown true Harrier spirit in his walk across the marsh, Geoff 
Iden, and George Hemsworth from V.P.H.; A. J. Kendall, 
Shaftesbury H.; Alf Pearson and Bert Barnes from the Old 
Boys' Committee; and representing the Boys' side, George 
Jackson and Taff. George Pettipher was listed as a "guest" 
but he had to work hard for his dinner. ' 

John Warrington, who was to have taken the Chair, was 
prevented by pressure of business from filling this position, but 
Bill Deane steoped into the breach and proved a very capable 
deputy. This in spite of having his best joke poached by an 
earlier speaker who shall be nameless. We were sorry to hear 
that, due to illness, Sir Edward Cadogan, Percy McNeir and 
Jack Davis were all unable to be with us. 

Prompt at 7.30 p.m. Eton Manor time (8.15 p.rn. by most 
watches) we sat down to an excellent dinner prepared under 
the expert eye of Mrs. Foreman, with the assistance of Pie 
Wilkins and Arthur Wootten. After seeing the way the meal 
was devoured I defy anybody to declare our athletes are not 
fast enough. When everyone had eaten so mueh that they 
had to stay in their seats, a start was made on the speeches 
with AIf Pearson proposing the health of the Harriers. He 
recalled his very long association with the most .successful 
section of the Club, referring to the days when conditions for 
road running were not half so rosy as they are now. In reply, 
.Tim Perkins assured all present that although we had done well 
in the past we were not resting on our laurels, and forecast an 
A.A.A. champion for the Club within two years. 

Len Clempson then proposed a toast to our guests, all of 
whom have been friends of the Harriers for many years, and 
without whose help the running of Qur larger meetings would 
be extremely difficult. Geoff Iden, who responded, pointed 
out that in his Federation days with Webbe he had felt very 
pleased with himself when he eventually put it across Frank 
Mann in one particular race. 

Our Chairman was introduced by Les Golding, and in his 
address he remarked on the grand spirit prevailing throughout 
the section. He liked particularly the way everyone stuck to 
the instructions of Les, special mention being made of a certain 
record breaking three miles where all our team had to finish 
even if the officials had gone home. 

The next part of the proceedings was the highlight of the 
evening. Taken completely by surprise, Mr. Villiers was pre
sented with a statuette of a runner, in appreciation of his help 
to the Harriers. In his acknowledgment, he spoke of the early 
races from Daintry Street in all weathers, and said he was still 
prepared to supply the bowler, tight trousers and other neces
saries for an attempt on his marsh record in city clothes. 

An excellent evening was rounded off by a first class con
cert arranged by George Pettipher. Of particular interest were 
young Tredgett's Jolson impressions and Tom Bowers' superb 
mouth organ accompaniment! to Maestro Biggs. 

The Sunday morning clear-up was swiftly accomplished, in 
spite of several attempts to forfeit our deposit on the crockery 
bv some of our wilder "wipercuppers," and everyone agreed 
that once more the Harriers Dinner had been a success. 

WOODEN SPOON. 

BOXING 
The Inter-Club Boxing match held at the Club on Tuesday, 

December 16th, was a most successful one for the Club. Despite 
the heavy rain, over two hundred people attended and saw a 
good evening's boxing, with no less than sixteen contests. The 
Club team were easy winners of the Dunster Cup, although 
the Rugby Club and combined Webbe and Repton Club put 
up some splendid scraps. We have a fast improving and 
enthusiastic team of boxers, both Club and Schoolboys, and 
they should continue to do well throughout the season. Vic 
Cowley will take some stopping in the forthcoming Federation 
Championships; he repeated his Federation Novice win by 
again beating N. Deathridge, of Webbe, but in much quicker 
fashion on this occasion. Terry O'Brien, boxing with great 
confidence, was too strong for the much taller D .. Cornwall, of 
Webbe. In all other contests our lads did very well and 
deserved the Cup. Unfortunately a few of our good boys will 
not be available for the Federation championships, revised age 
and weights ruling excludes them from the competition, but 
we'll go all out to bring the remainder of the team up to 
Federation Final standard and keep the Club flag flying. 
Inter-Club results (Eton Manor bouts only): 
R. Morton, Eton Manor, beat E. West, Web be 
R. Norman, Eton Manor, beat P. O'Connell, Webbe 
.T. Lilly, Eton Manor, beat B. Benstock, Webbe 
V. Cowley, Eton Manor, beat N. Deathridge, Webbe, 2nd Rd 
J. Smith, Eton Manor, beat R. Larter, Rugby 
M. Jones, Eton Manor, beat B. Glassman, Eton Manor 
P.Hogan, Webbe beat R. Daden, Eton Manor 
T. O'Brien. Eton Manor, beat D. Cornwall, Webbe, 3rd Rd. 
B. Daltry, Webbe, beat P. Abley, Eton Manor 
B. Dodds, Eton Manor, beat P. Moylan, Rugby 
R. Anderson, Eton Manor, beat R. Rickman, Rugby 
H. Deeks, Eton Manor, beat D. Fields, Webbe 
D. Clarke, Eton Manor, beat B. Tamplin, Rugby 

Nicky Gargano was rather unlucky not to gain the decision 
in his television bout boxing for the London against the Army. 
This is the opinion of the majority, who thought the Army 
boxer, "Darky" Best, a trifle lucky. However, a week later, 
boxing like a real champion, Nicky more than made up for this 
defeat by outpointing England's Johnnie Thurgood, of the 
Repton Club. Nicky is now number one choice for England, 
and boxes against Scotland this month. On the same pro
gramme at the Repton show, Alf Drew notched up yet another 
win, bri~ging his total J;>ag to eight this season, by outpointing 
T. Harns, R.A.O.C., in a four-round contest. In another 
special bout Eddie Woollard reversed a points defeat by R; 
Shaw, of Battersea. On the Monday this London representa
tive outpointed Eddie; in the return Eddie was declared the 
winner. . 

The next three months in the boxing calendar will be very, 
very busy ones for all and sundry. The Federa60ns commence 
mid-February and the Senior A.B.A. Championships in March. 
Training during the coming weeks must be regular, and this 
includes the Sunday morning sessions commencing with the 
New Year. In addition to Sundays, Dave Pettitt has volun
teered to organise a weekly road-running party on Thursday 
evenings; this gives you four training periods a week, apart from 
the usual programme of contests. We are hoping to take a 
team of lads to box at Oxford later in January, and in Febru
ary yet an'other visit to East Grinstead; and in April off we 
go to Brighton. But remember, no boy will be matched unless 
he. attends regular training. We have had a most successful 
start to our Club boxing season during the past three months. 
Let's make the second half even better. 

WRlGHT' HOOK. 

FEDERATION BOXING FINALS 

MON DAY, 9th .. MARCH 

Book your Tickets NOW and avoid dissapointment 
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DRAMA 
Referring to the Mouse's remar~s in last mo~th's CHIN~ WAG, 

we have no doubt that Mr. DeTIls Cannan will be delighted 
to rename his play "Captain C~rbolic." No doubt other well-. 
known playwrights will follow his example, and we may exp~ct 
to see future billheads advertising "A Streetcar n,~ed DISI,n
fectant," "Dial 'H' for Hygiene," and, of course, The Affalfs 
of Sanitation." 

Dealing with the Mouse's remarks concerning the excellent 
play at the Cambridge (what a pity he didn't make it "The 
Mousetrap" at the Ambassadors I), we feel most unwo~t~y to 
be compared with such polished performers as Hugh WJlhams, 
Joyce Redman, Wilfred Hyde-Whit.e, etc., and suggest the 
descent to our standards was too rapid for our Mouse! How
ever since we have seen (and enjoyed) the play he seems 
anxi~us to plug, on a purely moral issue we ~annot agree that 
our own choice of play was crude by companson. 

Perhap3 the Mouse was too unc?mfortably aware of hi~ stiff 
shirt and dinner jacket to appreciate ID full the subtle mnu
endos and suggestive hints of "The A~airs of State;" The 
theme of the West End play was a marriage of convemence-a 
very popular one, too, for French comedy, and !llmo.it invari
ably onc that creates a most doubtful moral SituatIOn. We 
~ay be wrong but we do feel that our audiences at the Wick 
prefer honest' ~ulgarity (and there wasn't .so. much a.~ all that 
in "Captain Carvallo") to the more sophisticated but equally 
immoral aspect of a situation played in impeccable evening 
clothes. 

But we are genuinely sorry to have offended the "puir wee 
timorous beastie" and can only hope his own morals have been 
in no way affected after seeing two somewhat saucy plays on 
consecutive nights. 

"CALLBOY." 

1953. Coronation Year and the beginning of a new Eliza
bethan reign, with all its hopes for the future. At the start of 
the New Year we look forward; at the beginning of the reign 
of a young Queen, with its challenge to Youth, with its aspira
tions (if any), we should aim at building a happier world on 
the foundations of the past. Ha.ve we the leaders among our 
young people? I t is only a question. The boys and girls 
throughout England can answer. I sometimes think that the 
mechanical age in which we live, and the Welfare State that 
has grown up with it, the wireless, television, films, Boogie 
Woogie,' and the like, may tend to make us content to sit back 
and let a benevolent Government look after us, to become small 
cogs in a vast machine of materialism. Not so much in our 
Club perhaps, but in a good many districts the desire to par
take in good healthy sport seems lacking. There may be a 
good reason for this, but in any case one would be silly not to 
see a changed attitude to life in the youth of to-day, when more 
is done for their welfare than at any time in history. I do not 
think they are at all bad-they are different. They look for 
someone to take the burden off their shoulders at a time when 
the burdens should begin, even allowed, to grow on them. 
How many boys look to their parents for help when their 
<l;ttitude should be "How can I help my parents, they are get
tmg older? They have done a lot for me in the past when I 
was unable to do anything for myself. It is my tur~ to step 
in and do something for them, if it is only to make them feel 
proud I am their son." Well, the future is in your hands a 
young Queen, a changing world. What part do you int~nd 
to play? I believe in this respect, as in the past our Club 
members will acquit themselves. UP·THE MANOR. 

It was a disappointment to me to miss the Harriers Dinner 
but it seemed impossible that anyone would have reached th~ 
Club through that fog. As it was, only about seven old timers 

were unable to make it. I gave up about. half-way acro~s. the 
marshes and as I turned back I caught Sight of Mr. VIlhers, 
with a long staff in hand, footslogging cheerfully over to the 
Club on a night when anyone ~ould have been excused for 
choosing the comfort of the fireSide. Most of those who· sa,:" 
the evening through had to walk ?ome, but they all. voted It 
one of the best evenings the Harners have held. Bill Deane 
was in the chair in his happiest mood. 

The Boy,' Club had their usual Christmas Eve party almost 
as well attended as in pre-war years, whilst the Old Boys' (act
ing Father Christmasses 1) was almost deserted, but a large 
crowd turned up for the Christmas morning swimming race. I 
suppose it is a sign .of t~e times. Many years a¥o Christmas 
Eve was the great mght m the Club; everyone tned to get to 
the Club and some grand fun was enjoyed. By the time the 
Beef anci' Pudding were taken home it would just leave time 
for about an hour's sleep before lining up for the Christmas 
morning race for the Turkey and Pudding 1 

I saw the Finals of the Fed. Modern Drama at the People's 
Palace on December 10th. Crown and Manor, who have done 
so well in past years, failed to reach the Final. The standard 
was very high, and the cup was won by North-West Jewish for 
an excellent performance of "The Caliph in his Wardrobe." 
It was presented to them by Ben Travel'S, famous playwright 
and author, perhaps his best known being "Rookery Nook," 
and "Wild Horses" which is now running in the West End. 
He was vcry kind, humorous and helpful to the boys. He was 
given a fine ovation by his new admirers and said he had 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening and would not have missed 
com;ng for anything. Also we were pleased to see our Fed~ 
President, Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck, who, in his 
usual modest way, left all the talking to others. 

The Leyton Rotary Club sent to every country in the world 
some 750 Christmas cards, and it was almost all a complete 
Manor effort. The drawing was by Wally Law, showing the 
Rotary Club raising their glass and drinking a toast to Rotarians 
all over the world. Wally made one visit to the weekly lun
cheon and produced a grand picture, which has brought the 
Leyton Club compliments and greetings from all over the world. 
George Pettipher printed them, I despatched them and wrote 
the verse. An all-Manor do for an outside organisation 1 

The dance on New Year's Eve was a big success, but the 
majority of people who came were friends of the Club, rather 
than the members, but they had a really good evening, and 
perhaps it is a good thing to share our opportunities. 

I was pulled up with a jerk a few days ago when young Roy 
Congdon, who is playing for the first team, reminded me that 
he joined the Club through a conversation I had with his 
father, back in the war-time, at Burnt Mill, when he was still 
at school. Makes one realise how the time has flown since the 
war ended. However, I am glad he has become such a keen 
member and his father a very keen supporter of the team. 

It was with great pleasure we read of the honour conferred 
upon Mr. Francis Weatherby in the New Year's Honours List. 
He becomes Sir Frands Weatherby to all his friends and the 
world at large, but to us will always be "Sir Liza." A great 
camper in "Ye goode olde dayes," "Liza 'Awkins" was the song 
t~e call,lpers would always yell for from him, and he never 
dlsappo~nted them. Unfortunately many Clubites would not 
k~0"Y hlml but I am sure that those who did will join me in 
wI~hlllg . him all the best. and many happy years in which to 
enjoy hiS well-earned retirement; and I think we could also 
remember all those sterling men who were at the Club at that 
time and who did so much to lay the foundations of the finest 
Club in the world. "Good Luck and Good Health to them." 

And now a Happy New Year to all readers and members, 
wherever they may be. 

.... 

\. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Alan Taylor writes from Perth, Western Australia: As we 

approach the end of yet another year, I thought I would drop 
you a line wishing you every health and happiness in the 
future. It seems a long time since I left the Wilderness and 
myoId friends, but I often think of you all. Am extremely 
pleased that the Harriers have had such a successful year and 
extend my heartiest congratulations to Les Golding and assist
ants. You can be sure I'll be supporting Derek Cox at Mel
bourne in '56, but these local youngsters are jumping par
ticularly well. Lad of 16 jumped 5 ft. 11 ins., and a youth of 
18 went to 6 ft. 2 ins. Of course, they'll need to continue 
improving, because I think Derek will reach 6 ft. 6 ins. before 
long. 

The summer came upon us rather 'suddenly last week; four 
days in succession the temperature exceeded 100 degrees in the 
shade; good weather for swimming and surfing. My summer 
sport is now yachting, an exhilarating pastime, and, when 
the wind drops, very exasperating. 

Fred Parmenter writes from Southampton: I shall do my 
utmost to get up for the Coronation celebrations on 28th May. 
I am also very interested to hear about the proposed Leyton
Southend road relay which the Club is promoting on Easter 
Saturday. I mentioned these to my brother "Bonzo," and we 
hope to come up and make this an enjoyable day's outing .. 

We have some excellent athletic meetings here at the Sports 
Centre, the Ryder Trophy being perhaps the best known. I 
expect Les Golding and some of the Harriers know it as 
well as I do; for sheer natural beauty it takes some beating, 
lying in a valley on the fringe of the New Forest. But for 
friendship and comradeship the Manor will always be first. 

My job still has a deal of studying to it, which takes up a 
lot of my spare time, but it is worth while if I am to make 
any advancement. The monthly CHIN-WAG is a very welcome 
sight indeed, and keeps me in touch with all that is happening 
at the Club. My colleagues are very envious that AIf Ramsey 
is the coach at the Club. He is a great chap, and is still very 
much of a hero with the football fans down here at Southampc 
ton. Happy New Year to you all, and Up the Manor. 

Terry Needham writes from Korea: Many thanks for CHlN
WAG and your letter. I noted with great interest that Tom 
Jones has at last arrived out here and also with the esteemed 
rank of L/Cp!. I suppo·se that he read the Army's new book, 
"How to be an N.C.O. in six easy Creeps"? But the thing 
that surprised me most was the job he has managed to wangle 
for h:mself-Seeurity Police in Pus an ! I'll have to write and 
tcll him a war story 1 

So far I've been managing to keep myselfout of real trouble 
despite the fact that things start to get a bit warm now and 
then. The main action being with patrol clashes and shelling 
with the constant bombing of the Chinese hills by our Air 
Forces. Something new for the Chinks is broadcast1l1g propa
ganda to us. It seems that they have got a sultry voiced 
maiden stuck on top of a hill right opposite to· us, and every 
morning at first light she starts telling us how well treated 
the Reds are and all the usual old blah blah; then she finishes 
up by playing us a few dance tunes. Seeing as we do- not hear 
much music up here, we wait till this has finished and then 
slam down a few mortars in the direction of the voice. Some
·how I don't think she likes this, for she seems to get very 
niggled a t us. 

I see you mention Sergt. Laurie Payne in your letter. It so 
happens that Laurie is one of the Company's Platoon Sergeants 
-or rather was until a couple of weeks back when, unfortun
.ately, he was wounded in a patrol clash we had with a Chinky. 
But from all accounts I hear that he is getting along fine now, 
although. he did seem badly shot up when it first happened. 

Just now we are waiting for the really cold weather to set 
in. Perhaps Torn Jones has already told you what a hell of a 
place Korea is, even at the best of times-even though he 
hasn't been up to the really wild parts yet 1 I guess that even 
the snow won't improve the scenery much except to fill in the 
,shell holes. Anvhow, I'm hoping .. that I won~t have to sec 
much more of the placc, as I expect to be on my way home 
ac~ain about the m'dclle of January~; I!. 

Geoff Watford, writing from Habbaniya: Having roused 
myself from bed and popped across for breakfast, I am now 
sitting back listening to "Sports Report," which the B.B.C. 
broadcast in the overseas service every Sunday morning, and 
writing this letter in between the news items. 

The weather is very nice just at the moment; there was a 
heavy mist over the camp when I first awoke, but it is clearing 
now, and looking out over the grassy areas it could very easily 
be a scene in England. It is still quite warm here, especially 
around mid-day, and the slightest exertion makes me wish that 
I was stiJI in KD. . 

The football season is now well under way, and our Wing 
is leading in the station league by two points. Our Wing has 
not played for a couple of weeks, but I was fortunate enough 
to be selected for the Station team last Sunday; we played the 
local Settlement team and won by 3-0. This game' was a 
rather late re-arrangement due to the cancellation of our match 
in Bagdad against the Iraq Nationals; the riots prevented the 
match from taking place. I see that both Finehley and Wal
thamstow Avenue are through to the 3rd Round of the F.A. 
Cup, and a lot of credit is due to our team for the odd goal 
defeat by Finchley. Alf Ramsey's coaching must be having a 
very good effect on the boys. 

I made myself a table lamp a week or so ago, but I now 
find that in addition to the effect of local illumination it is a 
very great attraction for the flies. I have bought myself a 
fly-swatter, which might wen be described as "associated equip
ment." I have put paid to a g-reat many of the "enemy" since 
I have been in possession of the weapon 1 I don't know how 
true it is, but I was told that "Habbaniya" means "Valley of 
Flies" ! 

The horse racing season commenced here last Sunday. It 
was just like Derby Day to see everyone going off to the races 1 
The general complaint seems to be that the chaps picked the 
winners but did not back them. Some of the fellows have their 
own horses, and they ride these in races aga:nst the lrak 
Police and other National concerns. Christmas is not slipping 
by unnoticed out here; there is a competition for the best 
decorated billet. This is judged by the C.O. on a tour of the 
Camp on Christmas morning. Unfortunately there is a little 
despondency in our billet because all of the chaps are on shift 
work, and due to the possibilities of the system any of us may 
well miss the celebrations. The chaps in our section are hold
ing a .small party and celebration next Saturday evening in a. 
Stafon hall which one of our N.C.O.'s has managed to book 
for us, so that w!! are looking. forward to a little fun. 

I have now been here for six months, which leaves me about 
fourteen more to do 1 It seems a long time to wait, but I 
have the consolation of knowing that I shall be home some 
t;me during next football season, in time, I hope, for a few 
games on the Wilderness. The Compliments of the Season to 
you all. 

Eric Ladd writes from Melbourne, Australia: Here is 
anothe literary masterpiece to tell you something of our doings 
out here. Since I wrote last our existenec has been rather 
humdrum; the only extraordinary thing is that "Mottle" has 
been working all the time 1 The famous Australian sunshine 
that one hears about has been conspicuous by its absence; in 
fact, the winter which has just passed has been the worst one 
apparently for many years. I am happy to write that at last it 
seems to have broken,and you will probably be envious to 
learn that just two hours ago I was immersing the old carcase 
in the briny! (We live quite near to the beach.) I just can'.t 
quite get used to the idea that. Christmas is just around the 
corner; the shops are filled with gifts, etc., but the Yuletide· 
atmosphere is missing somehow. We seem to have missed a 
most awful winter by coming here. Snow and rain I can 
tolerate, but fogs are quite abominable any time. 

You will be interested to learn that after making a general 
survey of the local sports organisations and events, it is my 
view that the general standards are lower than those at the 
Club. I have been playing rather a lot of tennis lately, and 
we are now cOl13ideri ng joining a swimming club. I do hope 
that Ernie Wren and George Skelsey are making a good re
covery, and we send them our sincere wishes. A Happy and 
Pro£perous New Year to you all at the Club. 
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Bert Brown from Montreal, Canada: Thank you very much 
for your lett~r of good wishes and news of tI:te Club. We 
have had a very good Christmas, and I am 100klTIg forward to 
the New Year and some hard work. I am ashamed to say 
that I weigh 18 lbs. more than I did when I left Eng~a!1d; 
this surely puts me in the Turrell, Macey, Stone, Vllhers 
category! -

We are now getting more settled in he.re in ¥ontreal and 
apart from the cold-which they tell me IS nothmg comp~red 
to what comes along in February and March-full of the JOYS 
of life! I have a large old Dodge car which enables us to go 
up into the Laurentian mo~ntains. over t~e week-end to watch 
the ski-ing and skating. I m getting a httle too old for these 
pastimes, but both t):1~ children are .learning rapi.dly. I am 
working in an adverttsmg agency lookmg after a Dlsttllery and 
a Brewery account. Maybe they have had word from England 
of my prowess in the arts of Bacchus ! 

I have some very good English friends here, one of whom 
is from Wood Green and an ardent amateur football fan; he 
even remembers me playing for the Club against Finchley one 
Boxing Day, which, I might .a~d" is more than I can.! I 
received the copy of Harold GIttms football cartoon, whICh I 
have framed at home. I think that with the coaching and en
thusiasm 1954 will be a great year for the Club. The funny 
thing is that out here I get the English Saturday football re
sults at 12 noon on Saturday! before they are even played! 
Thus I shall be able to forecast the Cup winners in good time 
for a fiver! 

Our sincere regards to you for the New Year and to all the 
Boys Veterans Old, and Ordinary, and would say Up the 
Man~r from o~e of those spots across the sea which will be 
forever England. 

Ken Dixon writes from Malta: At last I've found inspira
tion to write again. Our Badminton season has started and 
my new shoes are :very comfortable. to play in. I'ye g?t the 
job of being badmlllton representatIVe for the statIOn m the 
local league, so I've had quite a time arranging matches ~nd 
picking suitable players for our team. I shall have more time 
next week for my G.C.E. exams. for maths. will be over and 
that will ieave another two evenings free. I keep looking to 
see if anyone has arrived in my part of the world, but I've had 
no luck so far. There are plenty of South Londoners round 
here,· but none from our area. 

Terry Gooch, in Malaya, writes: Many thanks for your let
ter and the cartoon which you sent me. I am sorry to be so 
late in replying, but we have been away "bandit hunting." I 
am so glad to learn that the football teams are all having a 
good season; the first team put up a great show against 
Finchley in the Cup match, and it seems that they were very 
unlucky to lose by the only goal of the match. Well done, the 
Manor. Christmas is nearly with us as I write this letter. 
(That's half of my Army time gone!) I hope that everyone 
at the Club has a very Happy Christmas and a wonderful New 
Year. Sin~ere regards to you all. Up the Manor. 

John Subiotto writing from Madrid, Spain: I thought that 
I would give a rough history of myself just to give you an idea 
why I am never at the Club these days. In 1947 I went to 
College and on leaving College in 1950. I went into the R.A.F. 
for two years, and now I have come to Madrid to teach English 
for a year or two. As you will see there has been little time 
for me to take a very active part in the Club, other than an 
occasional appearance, but I hope to remedy this when I come 
back to London again. As I mentioned earlier I am now 
tBaching' the people out here a good Cockney accent (Leyton
stone variety)-it already appears to come natural to many of 
them! and so life is not too hard. As regards sport, I have 
been here for a month and have done nothing apart from a little 
ice skating on a small rink, which always seems to be in the pro
cess of melting. This week-end, however, I am hoping to play 
football for a small local team. I am also making enquiries about 
a football match against England, which is- supposed to be 
taking place here at the beginning of next year. Everything 
is a little vague, however, in Spain just now, so that it might 
be just a rumour. I won't go into details, but I think that 
dear old England is a much better place than Spain; I am feel
ing rather like a displaced person. However, sincere regards 
and U.T.M. 

ROGmns '" SON., 168 Victori .. Pa.rk Roa.d, E.9 AMHersfi 1967 

Peter Page writing from the B.A.O.R: in Germany: I seem 
to have arrived here just at th~ same time as the barracks. are 
having a big spring clean, and m consequence I. have very httle 
spare time. We seem to have got the wo~st of It done, an? are 
now settling down to more normal army hfe .. We are statIOned 
in Luneberg; it is not a bad town at all, WIth .fields an~ trees 
surrounding it. I hope that the Club are domg well m the 
Cup games I have not had a lot of time to read the news
papers, and I am a little behind with news of the Club's 
activities. 

Lance Corporal Tom Jones from Pus an, in Korea: Many 
thanks for the letters and Christmas cards. I kn~w t~at this 
is the busy season in the Boys' Club, and I cap ~magme the 
Committee putting their heads together and thmkmg up new 
ideas for Christmas Eve. As a matter of fact I thought of a 
good idea myself ro the Treasure Hunt. Instead of having to 
find "Foxy" how about them looking for me and bringing 
me back h~me for Christmas? As you say I expect to have 
a good time out here among the ,heel' bottles, but I am not 
exactly sure about the Korean gIrls!· I am glad to learn 
that the boxers are having such a good season, and please give 
my congratulations to Nicky Gargano on his many successes. 

The weather out here is now really cold; at one place the 
temperature went to 30 degrees below zero. At Pusan it is as 
low as 13 below, which is cold enough. 

I am very interested to read in CHIN-WAG about the unveil
inf! of the clock in memory of Mr. David Shaw-Kennedy; I 
only wish that I had been present to witness it. Like all the 
members who knew Mr. Shaw-Kennedy, his name will never be 
forgotten in the Club hall of fame. 

I am enclosing a cutting taken from a Yankee newspaper 
which gives details of the action in which the Fusiliers took 
part. It must have been a very exciting turn out. There was 
another report in the same newspaper which went rather like 
this :-"Reds' Promise Yule Gifts For Tommies. During a 
loud speaker propaganda broadcast on Sunday night, Chinese 
Communists promised presents for the Royal Fusiliers in time 
for Christmas. Between numbers and a Christmas carol record 
programme, the announcer said, 'Your usual presents will be put 
.out on the wire!' Possibly recalling a beating up by the 
Black Watch last week the announcer added-'Why don't ,you 
go home for Christmas chum?' ,. Last year a tree decorated 
with cigarettes and cigarette holders was planted in No Man's 
Land by the Reds for British infantrymen. The compliments 
of the season to you all, remember me to all the boys. 

Mrs . .Toe Farley writes from Cape Town: You must think 
that .Toe and I have been eaten by cannibals, it is so long 
since we wrote, but we have had so many adventures since we 
left England ten months ago . .Toe has had an exhibition of his 
London paintings which was very well received and a financial 
success. It does seem that he is making' his -way as a painter 
and his work improves as he learns more. He is now busy 
with portraits of the beautiful society women here. Really the 
oompetition I have! 

Besides painting we started a small restaurant of the so
called Bohemian type, with check cloths, candles in bottles 
and the usual stuff. You can have no idea how successful it 
has been; our customers range from Art Students to important 
local people, so there is never a dull moment. 

The biggest adventure though is the birth of our son on the 
13th November; we are absolutely bursting' with pride and quite 
impossible to talk to. And so you see Africa has been very 
good to us-it has given .Toe the chance to paint as he wants 
to, and for us to make a little money. It is a wonderful country 
for young people, and so I feel a little guilty when at times we 
both long for England so much. 

Remember us to Butch; has he a family yet or have we 
beaten him to it? We hope to be in England for the Corona
tion, but maybe that is just a wild dream on our part. 

• ETON MISSION ROWING CLUB DANCE 
at the CLUB 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14th, 7.30 till 11.30 

Admission 3/- No Jiving 

! .. 
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EDITORIAL 
With this issue we publish two articles, one dealing with the 

forthcoming British Mount Everest Expedition now preparing 
for their gigantic task, and the other making reference to the 
Outward Bound Trust Schools at Aberdovey and at Eskdale. 

Strange as it may seem, both these news items have a great 
deal in common; in both cases the people who, go to make up 
the parties are men and boys of whom it can be said that 
they have courage, grit and determination. It is naturally 
accepted that the select band of volunteers who will be making 
the Mount Everest attempt are the most skilful and toughest 
team of mountaineers that can be found, they will be as fit 
as they can possibly be by months of hard work and training, 
and they will have the good wishes and hopes of all people 
for success in their tremendous task of succeeding where 
others have failed. 

But what of the Outward Bound Trust Schools? What 
does the average Club member know about the work that 
they do at Aberdovey and Eskdale? In the past the Club 
has been able to send a few boys to the Sea School at 
Aberdovey which is on the Welsh coast, and these boys have 
returned f~ll of enthusiasm for the wonderful time that they 
had, and of the value of the training they received. Alan 
Wood, who is known to the majority of members, particularly 
the Harriers, would be glad to provide first-hand information 
of what it is all about. Sufficient it is for now to say that 
the course lasts something like three weeks, and embraces sailing, 
boat work, seamanship, and finally a three- or four-day cruise 
in an 80 ton ketch. There is also training in athletics, and 
an expedition across the Welsh mountains. 

There is little that we know about the Mountain School 
in Eskdale, which is in Cumberland, since this is a compara
tively new venture and as yet we have not sent any members. 
We are told that there are activities equivalent to the cruise 
and expedition as at the Sea School. Rock climbing is taught 
and it is astonishing how soon even town-bred boys become 
proficent at this arduous, sometimes hazardous, but. always 
fascinating task. There is also organised fell-walktng and 
expedition work, with the elements of. risk and adventure 
that are so essential to character training. 

Well I hope that I have whetted the appetite of the 
youn~ster who is. for want of better words, tough, unafraid 
of hardships, and who loves adventure. At both Schools he 
will find all these things; he will learn to know himself, and 
will gain in strength of character, courage and initiative. 

TIT .. BITS 
The usual reward for reaching a Federation Boxing Final 

1s for the boxer to appear at the Royal Albert Hall; this year 
the boys have a double incentive. A team of seventeen must 
be chosen to meet the New York Boys' Clubs in the Inter-City 
Boxing Match to take place at the Empress Hall on April 8th. 

The Boys' Club Junior and Senior first teams continue to do 
welL The Juniors won their 3rd Round Federation Cup !llatch 
by twenty-one goals and have reached the late Rounds III the 

Winchester Cup and--Essex Cup Competitions. The Seniors 
are also unbeaten in the Federation Cup, and they have 
reached the Semi-Final of the London Minor and are in the 
last eight of the Pelly Cup. . 

Congratulations to National Serviceman Derek Harwood,! 
who has just been commissioned in the R.A.F.; some achieve
ment for a non-regular. Derek, a product of Wal Law's Art 
Class, finds little time for drawing, but hopes to make a fresh 
start when demobbed next Autumn. 

The Manor Cross-country Cup returns to Eton Manor for 
the second year running, after our lads beat Crown and Manor 
on Sunday, January 25th. This is one of those "old-fashioned" 
competitions where the specialists should forget they are tied 
up with one Section and all turn out for the Club as one big 
Eton Manor team. 

Well done, Nicky Gargano, for notching up a win for Eng
land in the match v. Scotland recently. Due to enter H.M.F. 
and with J:(ood opportunity for training, Nicky should be a 
strong contender for a place in the Great Britain team for the 
Empire Games in Vancouver next year. 

Last month's Editorial calls to mind the tale of the psychi
atrist employed by a large department store who was asked 
to deal with a very juvenile delinquent in the toy department. 
He persuaded junior to leave the rocking horse after futile 
attempts on the part of mother, shop assistant and the manager. 
Asked afterwards for the secret of his success, the P. replied: 
"I whispered in his lug-'ole, 'Git orf before I so-and-so knock 
you orf\" "ONLOOKER." 

Reminiscence by Evergreen 
The Wick is well known to many people, but not every

one knows that it is the name of a stream now built in. We 
have the same name in Hamptonwick. 

It was in Oetober, '99, the date of the ultimatum from 
President Kruger, that a young fellow came first to Hackney 
to be interviewed, but although he was complimented he failed 
to get the job. However, a day or two after, a telegram, 
arrived to say the job was his--a murder was committed in 
the district and the other successful candidate jibbed! His 
former employer said he would have his "pound of flesh," but 
a kindly Scotsman, who was on the Committee, said he would 
free him in a fortnight, which made it that he commenced on 
November 1st.. 

He has seen many sights in the North, but never such 
poverty as in East London; but, nevertheless, the children were 
very cheerful when they· got in the warm. Unemployment 
was very rife at the time. The fathers could not get work, 
but some of the mothers went out to keep the hornes together. 

Nothing delighted the children so much as to be taken out 
for games. Even with their toes peeping out of their boots, 
they would kick a soft ball, which reminds one of the Nigerians 
playing in bare feet in this country a couple of years ago. 

"A Rose by any other Name " 
Early in 1945 a meeting was held and the Eton Manor Old 

Boys' and Veterans' Joint Club came into being, and continues 
to this day. At that time it was considered that in the not 
too distant future the Old Boys' Club and the Veterans' Club 
would each resume an individual existence. However, circum
stances have not justified a division of the Joint Club intQ 
two separate clubs again, for Conscription alone would make 
it very difficult to run an Old Boys' Club within the former 
age limits, and the union of the two clubs has now become 50 
complete and so harmonious that to continue with our present 
rather high faluting title is quite unnecessary. 

Many of us have thought for a long time that a shorter 
and more correct title was needed, so, after obtaining the full 
agreement of the Management" the Committ~e have chosen th,e 
title "Eton Manor Old Boys Club." Thls was the club s 
name before the formation of the Veterans in 1924. The 
Committee favour this description also because the word 
"club" appears several times in the Rules. However, it does 
not follow that all members will agree with this choice. If 
you have an idea of some different title the Committee would 
rke to hear of it, and then we ean decide on the name m03t 
members would prefer. 

What is· yam opinion? ALF PIlARSON. 
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FOOTBALL 
OLD BOYS 

Janua was notable inasmuch as it was duri!lg this period 
that we ~et with our first reverse of t~e seaSOn It?- Jhe I LOf~hn 
Lea ue and were also knocked out In the seml- na 0 e 
Lo~~o~ League Challenge Cup Competition. The former 
defeat was at the hands, or rather feet, of Leavesden, alw~ys 
a dangerous team on their own "toby." With the exceptIOn 
of Sid Wilson, absent through injury! we fielded our strongest 
'de and although we had a very faIr share o~ the game, the 
~:nut house" boys put two goals past Ron HLlsdo-n, ~md .we 
failed to score ourselves. That just about sums up thi/ltuatlOn 
as far as this game was concerned; there. w~s not mg very 
wrong about our approach work, and ter~ltonally we: h::>d as 
much of the ~ame as our opponents, but. m football It 1& the 
goals that count, and on this day they dId not come, for our 
team at least. 

The second set-back was the defeat we suffered by 4--1, tl 
Guildford City, in the semi-final. W~ had out what to a 1 
intents and purposes is our strongest Side, and o~r opponhn~s 
paid us the compliment of fielding what was .vlrtually t e;r 
full Southern League professional side. HaVing sent theIr 
"scouts" along to Temple Mills the previous Saturday, when 
our lads overwhelmed Woolwich l?oly by 6.,---1,. they were 
determined to take no chances. ThIS was very eVident .by . the 
manner in which they set about our lads from the begmmn~. 
This was cup tie football at its hardest and strongest, and m 
the first few minutes of the game both Congdon and. Elgar 
received rather bad knocks as the re~u1t of some vI.gorous 
tackling by the Guildford defenders, whIch .from tbe G~lldford 
angle effectively "softened up" our left WI.ng fo.r a bIg part 
of the game. With the advantage of a stIff b.reeze our lads 
had rather the better of the play in the early period, and .Harry 
Lee opened the scoring for us with ~)lle of the be~t goals 
seen at Guildford for many a day. He made a neat SIde pass 
to Billy Wells and running through took the return pass and 
crashed home an unstoppable shot to the corner of the !let 
from fully twenty-five yards out. Hardly had the cheering 
of the large Manor contingent of supporters died down, when 
from a melee close in to the Guildford goal Harry Lee was 
again in possession, bur with all the goal to shoot at, shot 
hurriedly and fiercely outside. Thus does Dame Fortune, 
the fickle jade play tricks. Had w,e scored then I fee! sure 
that we would have gone on to vIctory. It was as If the 
Guildford team took heart from this let off, and playing more 
strongly than ever, they gradually and relentlessly took .control 
of the game and brought out the best that Hllsdon ID goal 
could produ~e. Turner and Morell at back played well under 
pressure, but Derek Cox in the first half ,was ~trangely sub.dued 
and hesitant in the tackle; he was nothmg ltke the doml~ant 
personality that we know him t.o be. Ju.st before half-tlI~e, 
Guildford forced home the equahser followlDg a corner. WIth 
the wind behind them in the second half Guildford attacked 
almost incessantly, but the defence, with Cox now playing 
with more confidence and determination, kept them out. It 
was however only a question of time, and following a stoppage 
afte~ Reg K~ley had been rather badly kicked on the knee; 
Hilsdon put a weak goal kick direct to Guildford's outside 
left who was unmarked; he transferred in turn to the centre 
forward who easily beat Hilsdon from close in. Guildford 
now swarmed to the attack, and with the Manor forwards 
unable to get the ball moving were now well on top. Guildford 
were awarded a penalty for a spot of pushing and shoving in 
front of goal by Cox, who was not alone in this respect, the 
Guildford centre forward also doing a fair share, Hilsdon 
making a magnificent save from the spot. In one of their 

rare bursts the Manor forwards threatened danger, and might 
have been awarded a penalty for a hefty.charge on Lee when 
he was miles away from the ball. GUildford went on the 
attack again and this time scored a really good goal after 
good work by the left wing. The fight went out of the. Manor 
now but Elgar had a wonderful chance of reducmg the 
arre~rs when put clean through bv Lee, but he fired wildly 
outside. I t was all over now for t~e Manor, and on,ly heroIC 
work by the defence prevented GUildford froI? addmg more 
than one goal to the score. There can be httle excuse for 
the defeat our lads were well beaten by '!- stronger. and more 
determined side, playing vigorous and tYPIcal cup-tie football. 

V. H. Y. 

SENIORS 
The Seniors programme for January consisted of playing the 

much delayed rounds of the Federation Cup, and the fourth 
round of the Pelly Cup. They won through to the fo~rth 
round of the Federation Cup at the expense of Colvllle, 
St. Edmunds, and Dockland Settlement. . 

The match against Dockland played at Bellll1gham, prove~ 
to be against the toughest opposition the Se!liors had met thIS 
season with the exception of West Ham JUDlors. Our defence 
were able to cope with the Dockland attack but ~)Ur forwards, 
minus the services of George Gatward, lacked hl~ thrust and 
strong shooting. Although the score at the fimsh wa~ five 
goals to one in our favour it did not represent a true plc~ure 
of the game by any means. We were, for a long peno~, 
struggling with a slender lead of two goals. to one, and If 
Dockland had accepted the golden. qpportumty they had of 
equalising a much different score rrught have resulted. How
ever, whe~ Alexander scored our third goal, with a sho~ from 
which the Dockland goalkeeper appeared to be un sIghted , 
we managed to get on top for the first time in the game. 

Against Carlton Athletic in the fourth round of the Pelly 
Cup the game was played on the Valley with a sixty mile an 
hou; gale blowing straight down the pitch. Clark won the 
toss for us and was probably the only skipper in England who 
chose to kick against the gale on that Saturday afterno0!l' 
In spite of the wind, however, Ted Y eend race~ throug~ III 
the opening minutes of the game and narrowly mlssed scoflng. 
Carlton opened the scoring wh~n thei: outside left scored 
direct from a corner the ball domg a VIOlent swerve between 
Whiffen and Garrett and within a few minutes were two up. 
Clark was penalised for barging in the area and Carlton scored 
from the resultant penalty. Carlton scored number three Vvh~n 
Whiffen misjudged a shot that hit the crossbar and went III 
behind him. And so for the second time this season the 
Seniors were tailing behind with three goals to make up. At 
half.time their tails wen~ by no means down, although they 
were a little shaken, and they began the second half intending 
to wipe off that three goal deficit in. quick. time. . It took 
some time to get used to the strong wmd behmd their backs, 
and many attacks were wasted when passes were too strOl;g 
and ran over the goal line. All the play was concentrated ID 

Carlton's penalty area and many chances disappeared through 
over-eagerness on our forwards' part, but when our first goal 
came the next two followed very quickly to put us on equal 
term;. Gennings scored another to put us in the lead with a 
left foot shot which was deflected by Carlton's left back, when 
the goalkeeper who had played magnificently, appeared to have 
had the shot covered, but the ball flew over his head into the 
net. Ted Yeend settled the issue when he added another and 
which proved to be the final goal. 

A stronger team than Carlton would have, I think, prevented 
us from getting away with this match. Whatever the argument 
may be about having the help of the wind in the second half, 
the fact remains that it is always best to have a goal or ,~wo 
if possible in hand before facing the tempest. Who knows ? 
The wind can always change or even drop; it's happened 
before, it certainly did in the Federation Final the previous 
season. F. G. L. 

FOOTBALL CLUB DINNER AND DANCE 
The Old Boys' Club Football Section is holding a Dinner 

and Dance on Saturday, February 21st. The Football Club 
Committee discussed at considerable length the subject of 
inviting guests and it was agreed unanimously that it would 
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be most desirable to invite all ex-players and friends of the 
Football Club. After further consideration, however, it was 
realised that for this year at least, it would not be possible 
to invite everybody coming under this heading. The reasons 
for this decision were as follows : -The cost to be kept as 
low as possible in order to suit the pocket of the least wealthy 
players. This meant that the Football Section would have to 
make the necessary catering arrangements themselves and 
would have to do a great deal of the work themselves, and at 
this, the very first attempt of the Football Club to put on 
something of this nature, it would be foolish to risk possible 
chaos by inviting more members than they felt reasonably able 
to provide for. For this reason the numbers have been 
restricted to 130, a total which hardly allows for each playing 
member and his lady. 

It was ultimately decided to invite all this season's playing 
members, all those who have been directly connected with the 
section this season, plus Bill Croome and Alf Thompson. 
Everything possible will be done to make this function a 
success, but it must be remembered that this is largely an 
experimental affair from which the Committee hope to gain 
the knowledge and experience necessary to organise a function 
on a larger scale at a future date. 

Undoubtedly there are many ex-players and many friends 
of the Football Club who would have appreciated an invitation; 
we ask them to bear with us on this occasion and hope that 
the foregoing notes will explain the necessity for the policy 
in I;miting the numbers. 

The Football Club hope very much to invite as many as will 
wish to come next year, and meanwhile we look forward very 
much to seeing you at the Football Club's re-union Dance 
which will again be held at Waterden Road in the Summer. 

E. A. WARREN. 

Rugby Renaissance 
The Rugby Club has had a very successful season so far, 

the record being :-Played 16. Won 9. Drawn 5. Lost 2. 
Points for: 148. Against: 45. 

The brightest achievement has been in running the three 
XV's. the first, the "A", and the junior, which is surely with
out precedent in the history of the Rugby Club. It is hoped 
by increased membership to maintain the three sides in the 
future, and with the younger players like Bale, Marsh, Blundell 
and Hart, we should be playing some good Rugger. 

The Rugby Club secured a very good forward by "kidnap
ping" Jack Castleman, and we welcome any member who 
would like to play. 

On January 24th, the first team visited Esher extra "A" 
and scored a notable victory after being eight points down at 
half-time. The best player on our side was the old Manor 
Spirit, who pulled us through to a hard fought and satisfying 
win. . 

On January 31st, the Juniors visited Barking Park-a really 
hot Junior side, and we lost by the narrow margin of 6-3. 
A really great performance this for our lads have not had 
anything like the experience of their opponents. Finally, a 
plea for punctuality-let's kick off on time lads, it is only 
fair to our opponents not to keep them waiting. 

"SCRUMMER." 

TABLE TENNIS 
Since the second half of the season started all the teams 

have improved, and with a little more luck than we have had 
during the past three months, several of the teams will be 
climbing the league tables to a position of safety. I must say 
how very pleased I am with the bi~ improvement shown in 
the play and the results of the JUDlors, and to name a few 
of the individuals-Dave Birch, Dave Wilmington, Albert 
Barrett, Ron Purcell and George Hartland. They have im
proved with every game, and with further experience and 
practice, they will do even better. Congratulations also to the 
youngsters who make up the team playing in the Leyton 
Youth League-John Dover, Mike Griffiths, Brian Lon&"hurst 
and Mick Doody. Although this team has still to Will its 

first game in this competition, they have stuck to it gallantly 
and will be rewarded soon I am sure. To these youngsters 
I would ask them to remember that every point that you get 
in a game means that your opponent gets one less! 

Federation Matches. The Senior team have played five 
matches in this competition and at the time of writing these 
notes they have won four. They can very easily be the 
divisional winners provided that they do not lose any more 
games, particularly to Brady Club. The Juniors are still 
unbeaten in this competition and should win the division 
comfortably; there is a good chance of bringing the double off 
here, and I am keeping my fingers >trossed. . 

"Daily Mirror" Competition. Until a few weeks ago we still 
had two players in this competition, but both met with defeat 
in the sixth round. Taking the Junior match first with Dave 
Birch; it was my luck to umpire this and I can say that I 
felt the same disappointment that I know Dave felt; he was 
very unlucky to have lost at 20-20 in the fifth and final 
game of the' match. Dave actually had a 20-18 advantage 
at one time, he then hit an easy one off the table (which is 
something that even experienced players often do at this stage 
of a game) and then at 20-19 Dave's opponent had a net
cord which left Dave helpless. His opponent was Frank 
Freer of St. Mark's, a very big and experienced junior indeed, 
and a sporty one. He has played for the' East London League, 
and has beaten several of the top flight players, which reflects 
very great credit upon Dave for a grand fight. 

Our other disappointment was Bill Moss, who· met Percy 
Curtis, also of St. Mark's, an Essex County player. Bill lost 
by 21-19 in the fifth and final game; he too had his chances 
and I thought that he should have won. It is very heart
breaking to lose a match after five tense and exciting games, 
but our boys certainly gave their opponents a fright. Next 
year perhaps? 

Club ChampIonships. The pairings will be drawn and placed 
upon the notice board during the next week or two, and I 
must ask all players to find and play their opponents as soon 
as possible. Remember that last year it became. necessary 
for me to cancel the Boys' Club doubles competition because 
it was too much trouble for SOID!} of the boys to play off their 
matches. The same policy wilI be rigidly adhered to again 
this season. It is up to every player who enters to get his 
match played off quickly, and not to hold up his opponent or 
the competition. Keep practising lads. 

STAN JOHNSON. 

HARRIERS' NOTES 
A recent check on the winter register proved illuminating, 

for this showed that 140 different boys and 25 Old Boys have 
so far run on either road or country. These figures, as far 
as the boys are concerned, do not include those who run out 
as part of their football training, and on the average attend
ance has been 27 on Wednesdays and nine on Saturdays; while 
for the Old Boys the numbers are nine on Wednesdays and 
seven on Saturdays. Mont' consistent attendance from the 
majority would undoubtedly show results.* 

During the past month we have had six very close and 
enjoyable matches, and from the results it will be seen that, 
with a little extra effort, defeat could have turned into 
victory. Certain members seem to have no thought for the 
good name of the Club when they drop out of the team as 
soon as we have an away fixture which involves a certain 
amount of travelling,and these should remember that if other 
clubs travel to us then it ~s our duty to' return the compliment, 
either later the same season or the next. 

On 7th January we had a new fixture-that between our 
"B" team and the London Fire Brigade, and although the 
L.B.F. had the first man home our team was too strong and 
had a comfortable victory by. 49 pts. to 87 pts. Positions: 
R. Skelsey 2, A. Stacey 3, A. May 4, E.Meeton 5, A. Wood 6, 
J. Kirby7, M. Keogh 8, L. Golding 12, D. Warner 13, D. 
Myers 15, C. Pitman 16, J. Hasler 17. 

The following Wednesday, 14th January, was the occasion 
of the annual mob match versus the Victoria Park Harriers 
round the traditional 2t miles "CrossIey" course, and on this 
particular eveninl\' we were very glad to welcome our Vice
President, Mr. Hugo Fleury, who won the first race for the 
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Manor 25 years ago. Mr. Fleury acted as starter for this race. 
Another whom we were very pleased to we\come was fJ ohd Warrington whO' was up in London on busmess and oun 
time to co~e along. The winner this year wa? Geoff I~en, 
the British Olympic Marathon runner, who put m ~ fast tile 
of 12 mins. 56 secs., although Brian Cole and Sld .Mor ey 
were not far behind and ran in together, dead-heatmg ~or 
second place. Billy Croome put .in a very fine run, returnJl:g 
a time of 14 mins. 19 secs., and m so domg beat Tony Lew.ls, 
the Woodford Green and' ex-Fairbairn runner and Essex MIle 
champion. Result: V.P.H., 177 pt •. ; Eton Manor,. 229 p~. 
Our positions: S. Morley and B. Cole 2, G. Smith 7, . 
Williamson 11, A. Stacey 12, R. Skelsey 13, A. ~ay 2154, ~. 
Croome 16, N. Holness 21, C. Daniel 24, J. Klr.by , . 
Keogh 27, H. Hart 28, D. Warner 29, L. Gol?mg 30, T. 
Newman 32, P. Draper 33, H. Nlcholson 34, A. BI~gs. 35. . 

Saturday, 24th January, at Chingford. Old Boys FlVe Mtles 
Championship. This was one of tI:e best races yet, 10 
starters and a real fight all the way. Sld MOl'ley, who has put 
in some good long distance work ~ver recent weeks, was per
haps the favourite, but George Smith ran a~ ext~em~ly clever 
race to beat his fancied rival and so retaIn hiS title. 1st, 
G. Smith; 2nd, S. Morley; 3rd, B. Cole; 4, P. K~en; 5, H. 
Hart; 6, E. Smeeton; 7, J. Weetch; 8, L. Goldmg; 9, C. 
Pitman; 10, D. Myers. 

Sunday, 25th January, was the date for the ann~al Mob 
Match with Crown and Manor, and also. the Boys. :flome 
Comps For this we mustered 25 boys, and It was gratlfymg to 
find that most of these were Harriers, although s~veral. of 
our possible Fed. teams were absent. ':fhe race was q~.llte enJ<;ly
able, but our boys were clearly superIOr! for we fimsh~d With 
ten out of the first twelve home, and WIth twenty scoflng the 
scores resulted: Eton Manor, 347 pts.; Crown and Manor, 
472 pts: 'L'ed Konopka. and Tony May led all the way, an? 
Billy Croome, who put 1Il anoth~r gr~at run, w~s 3rd: InCI
dentally Billy had the great satlsfactwn of beatmg hIS oppo
nent of'last year's Fed. Junior Mile, Traer, into 4th place. 
Green House won the House Competition, with Red 2nd and 
White 3rd. . . 

The return match between our "B" team and the London 
Fire Brigade took place at the Lambeth H.Q., and although 
our team was again successful in defeating the homesters we 
had to take second place to a youthful Standard Telephones 
team. Positions; R. Skelsey 3, E. SIP-eeton .6, A. Wood 9, 
A. Basstoe 12, H. Hart 14-, L. Goldmg 16, D. Myers 17, 
S. Carey 19. 

We were very glad to welcome our President, "Sandy" 
Duncan,..aga;in on 'Wednesday, 21st January. "Sandy" is, of 
course'; a· very busy person these days as Secretary ?f the 
British Olympic Association, but he managed to ~nd tIme to 
look us up and indeed gave an apprcciative audience a very 
good and inter~~ting tal1~ on the Olympic Games. 

. . ' LES GOLDING. 

*[It should be noted, however, that the averllJge intake· into 
the Club each month'is about 24, and many of these b01s opt 
for road nmninlf as their Wednesday activity during ~he~r 
probationary period, only to drop off later. Also the periodiC 
"inactivity" check stirs the lazy members .into a sudden spate 
of energy which also-alas-in many cases is no·t su"tained. 
Maybe they find the Harriers' training a little too strenuous t 
.:......ED.j 

STOP PRESS. 
. We have just learned that Les Golding has been elected to 
the.Southern Committee of the A.A.A. This Committee, which 
consists of 20 members who are elected by the Southern Clubs, 
plus various County, representatives, is really the most important 
in the A.A.A.'s organisation. We are sure that all will agree 
that Les Golding's work with the Club over many years, and 
with. the Middlesex County A.A. and other committees during 
recent years, speaks for .itself. His election is a great acknow
ledgment of his services to his sport and, indeed, an honour 
to his Club. 

Our President, "Sandy" Duncan, has been a member of 
this Committee for some years, and therefore Eton Manor 
is now strongly represented on the "seats of the mighty." 

AJAX. 

BOXING 
Our boxing team, rapidly increasing in numbers, continues 

to do well. Although we lost our team match at Oxford, and 
our beginners' team went down to the Post 9ffice by four 
bouts to three, we have won more bouts dunng the month 
than we have lost. 

Nicky Gargano's win for England team over J. Darroch, 
in the International match v. S.cotlar;d, w~s another. bo?st fhr 
the section and we are expectmg big thmgs of him III t e 
forthcoming A.B.A. Champonships. .We are also ~onfid.en.t 
th t Alf Drew will go a long way III these. chaJ?plOnshlp" Lic 1. Eddie Woollard's position is rather uncertam. In the 
very Pfirst bid for title honours hc must o'.'ercome the toughest 
opposition of all, his own tean: mate bemg none other than 
A B A Champion and OlympIC boxer, Henry Cooper, and 
o~ly ~ne light-heavy-weight can go for~ard. Of ~ours.e, at 
twelvc and a half stone plus, Eddie mIght throw m hiS lot 
with the heavies' rather a pity really because O'n prese~t fo;m 
he would meet 'little opposition .in the ~o~al champwmhlps 
but as a National Serviceman he IS not eligible to compete. 

At the Oxford show on Saturday, .January 24th, Alf Dr:ew 
caused something of a minor sensatIOn. He gave. a boxll1g 
lesson to the local idol, W. Spra~kling, former NatIOnal Boys', 
Club champ:on and undefeated m numerous contests. .Othel 
wins were recorded by Vic Cowley and Pe!e Abley; VIC has 
yet to meet with defeat and PeteI:as won hiS last three bou~s. 
Other members of the team were Just unlucky, but others ?ld 
not exactly help us to maintain our reputatIOn as a I~admg 
London boxing club; they boxed very carelessly and paid the 
penalty. Results were as follows;-

A. DREW beat W. Sprackling. 
V. COWLEY beat P. Hill. 
P. ABLEY beat M: Holcombe. 
D. DREW lost to D. Legg. 
J. SMITH lost to D. Meyell. 
S. NORTON lost to R. Griffiths. 
R. ANDERSON lost to J. Mason. 
R. J ACKSON lost to R.· Batts. 
A. HARRIS lost to C: Shirley. 

The Inter-Club match held at Riseholme Street on Janu
ary 20th produce? .some rather wild but ~njoyable scraps with 
the boys really glVlllg all they had to give. John Mansfield 
and Pete Abley, perhaps not in the ~eginner class, recor~ed 
good wins, and Stan Ward stopped hiS opponent .by bustmg 
him one on the nose. The other four lads, all boxmg for the 
first time, lost but put up a '.'ery goo~ show. Frank Me?hurst 
was particularly game, boxmg agamst a. more expenen~ed 
boxer at least four inches taller. Frank dId the correct thmg 
by attacking the whole time and not giving the bigger boy a 
chance to settle down. Results:-

J. MANSFIELD beat A. Millward. 
P. ABLEY beat F. Whelan. 
S. WARD beat J. Lye. 
F. MEDHURST lost to B. Mead. 
D. ELSON lost to D. Harling. 
0. WIGGINS lost to K. Lyons. 
E. BRYANT lost to S. Hart. 

During the month our better boxers have travelled around 
and boxed at several Open Tournaments and have met with 
varied succeS3. At the opening of the month at New Luns
down, ALF DREW was rather surprised and had his record 
somewhat spoilt; he dropped a points decision to Fitzroy's 
D. Chandley, a boxer hc had 'previously beaten quite com
fortably. In another special contest EDDIE WOOLLARD 
outpointed R. Davig of Stepney. Poor old BOB ANDERSON 
certainly doesn't get the luck of the game; who should he 
meet in the very first contest of hb bid for Novice competition 
honours than our old friend Don Steff, former youth and 
schoolboy champion and winner of Field Marshal Montgomery's 
prize. Top marks to Bob for keen membership, however; the 
next evening he was back in the gymnasium training away as 
hard as ever. 

On January 14th E. WOOLLARD gained another victory 
by ·outpointing J. Cameron of Glacier and Wembley Club. 
RON REEDER, home on leave from the Merchant Navy,was 
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outpointed by S. Vickers of Repton in a heavyweight clash, 
and ALF DREW, back on form, outpointed the Army's A. 
Harris, these three bouts taking place at the Toby Club. To 
get them out of a spot of bother" on 21st January, EDDIE 
WOOLLARD shot across to Battersea to record his third win 
in just over a fortnight by outpointing A/C, Morris of the 
R.A.F. . ... 

It isn't necessary to remind all members that the next two 
months are the busiest in the boxing calendar. We are faced 
with Federation Boxing Championships and A.B.A. Champion
ships. Training sessions are provided no less than four times 
a week for boxers-Tuesday and Friday as usual, Sundays at 
10.30 a.m., and road-running on Thursdays or a session in 
the Club basement. In addition to all this, championship 
boxers should take advantage of the Club's facilities by train
ing at other odd moments. Hot baths are always available. 
Finally, the same old reminder: WATCH THE NOTICE 
BOARDS. 

WRIGHT HOOK. 

SQUASH SECTION 
Cumberland Cup. 

The pre-season training undertaken by individual players 
of any sport will invariably determine the degree of success 
attained by the teams for whom they are selected. This was 
particularly true with the members of our Cumberland Cup 
team who, having done the necessary groundwork in anticipa
tion of the keener competition expected in the 3rd Division, 
were able to get rapidly into their stride when battle com
menced, and to take full advantage of any signs of unfitness 
in their opponents. The enthusiasm and determination with 
which they have played each match has been justly rewarded, 
and five consecutive victories earned them the distinction of 
leading the Divison at the end of.. the first series of matches 
by seven clear points, with 31 out of a possible 35, their nearest 
rivals being Lensbury with 24. 

This initial success, as we have already experienced in the 
second and third matches of .the final series, has aroused a 
determination in our opponents to do their utmo~t to halt our 
advance ·to possible promotion, and we must show equal deter
mination to resist and overcome this challenge to our supremacy. 
This naturally raises the standard of squash and makes for 
even keener competition, giving to each match the "Cup 
Fever" atmosphere, which adds excitment to the enjoyment 
of the game, and vital experience to the players. 

For the return match with Middlesex Hospital two very 
dependable reserves, A. Locke and S. Watts, were called upon 
at the last minute and gave very valuable service in assisting 
the team to win by five ties to nil. 

C. Jenkins, who had previously met an& defeated his oppo
nent in the away match, had little difficulty in achieving the 
double by winning in three straight games. 

R. Jenning" playing a good standard of squash, quickly 
disposed of the Middlesex No. 2 in straight games, whilst H. 
Kablean, having recovered from losing seven consecutive points 
in the first game of his match, soon asserted himself to win 
comfortably, also in straight games. 

A. Locke started badly by losing 8 points in a row during 
the first game of his tie, but eventually got in to take the next 
ten for the game, and retained command to win the next two 
games for the match. 

S. Watts, playing. in his first Cumberland Cup match of the 
season, began very confidently by winning the first game 9-0, 
but completely lost control of the second and went down 0-9. 
He fought back with such purpose, however, that he won the 
next two games without loss of a single point. 

C. Jenkins beat H. S. Clarke, 9-2, 9-5, 9-2. 
R. Jennings beat A. P. Carton, 9-5, 9-5, 9-0. 
H. Kablean beat R. Parker, 9-7, 9-3, 9-5. 
A. Locke beat W. Lush, 10-8, 9-0, 9-7. 
S. Watts beat C. R. Salmon, 9-0, 0-9, 9-0, 9-0. 

The match against the Rpyal Naval College, Greenwich, was 
quite a different story, and we only just managed to retain our 
unbeaten record in defeating a much improved Naval team by 
3 ties to 2. F. Lee, returning to the. team following a slow 
recovery from an injured ankle, and playing at No. 4, found 
form almost immediately and quickly clefeated his opponent in 

straight games. A. Hellens, playing at No. 3, was for once 
disturbed by the unusually loud calling of the marker, and 
although he improved as the games progressed, never really 
settlecl' down, and conceded his first defeat in the competition. 
C. Jenkins, having won a terrific struggle in the first game at 
10-9, had the experience of having the command wrested from 
him by a determined opponent, who won the next three for the 
match. R. Jennings Was unable to produce an immediate 
answer to the very high standard set by his opponent in' win
ning the first game, but came storming back in the second, and 
succeeded in knocking him off his length to square the match 
and win the next two. 

With the score at two ties each, and with tension running 
high, success or failure rested upon the broad back of A. Locke, 
who accepted this grave responsibility and, putting on the 
pressure from the opening rally, never gave his opponent a 
chance, and won in three straight games, much to the relief 
of the other members of the· team. 

C. Jenkins lost to Lt. Rivett-Cormac, 10-9, 3-9, 5-9, 2-9. 
R. Jennings beat Lt.-Comm. Boyall, 5-9, 9-2, 9-3, 9-6. 
A. Hellens lost to Lt. Gosland, 3-9, 5-9, 7-9. 
F. Lee beat Lt. Stanhope, 9-5, 9-0, 9-2. 
A. Locke beat Lt. Jacks, 9-7, 9-4, 9-3. 
At last it 'has happened, and we have sustained our first 

defeat in the 3rd Division. The truth of the remarks made 
earlier in these notes concerning the increased tempo of the 
matches in the second half was borne out in the terrific struggle 
wh;ch ensued at Guy's Hospital on Tuesday, 3rd February. 
Guy's were strengthened at Nos. 2 and 3, which proved to 
be the most vital ties, both being played over the full distance, 
with victory finally going to our opponents. Our once hand· 
some lead has now been narrowed to one point, and in order 
to maintain our position we must concentrate our maximum 
effort in the return match with Lensbury, who' are now right 
on our tail and eager for the opportunity of climbing over 
us to the top. 

C. Jenkins was unable to repeat his "Giant Killing" act 
against the gi·gantic M. Lyon, an improved player who has 
recently been playing first string for Essex in the Inter-County 
Championship. The first two games went narrowly to· Lyon, 
but Jenkins, having won the third and taken a five-love lead· 
in the fourth, was unable to press home this slender advantage, 
and finally lost without improving his score. 

R. Jennings appeared to have the situation well in hand 
when leading 'by 2 games to 1, but his O'pponent, playing an 
immaculate length, squared the. match, and in turn looked a 
comfortable winner when leading 8-2 in the fifth, but Jennings 
came back with such determination in ·an all-out effort to save 
the day that the score was soon level at 8-all, but in the final 
struggle in the set to two the honours went to a much relieved 
Chignell. 

H. Kablean also seemed set for victory when leading by two 
games to .love, but from then on was un'able to hold an 
opponent who, finding form, won the' next three games for 
the match. 

F. Lee and A.' Hellens, our two veterans,. whose natural 
abilitv and experiefice are of such' imniense value in these 
matches, showed the younger members the way home by 
rapidly disposing of'their opponents to give us our only 
victories of the evening. 

C. Jenkins lost to M. Lyon, 8-10, 7·9, 9-5, 5-9. 
R. Jennings lost to R. Chignell, 9c 7, 6·9, 9-5, 5-9, 8-10 . 
H. Kablean lost to S. Lam, 9-8, 9-7, 4-9, 4-9, 4-9. 
F. Lee beat D. Pollock, 3-9, 9-5, 9-1, 9·0. 
A. Hellens beat L. Palmer, 9-4, 9-2, 9-6. 

OTTERS' NOTES 
PENGUIN SWIMMING CLU.B. HOW CLUBS TREMBLE 

WHEN THAT NAME IS SPOKEN CONCERNING THE 
WORKS OF WATER ARTISTES ... !!! 

That headline first appeared in the March issue of 
CHIN-WAG, March, 1932-thirty years ago and it is still not 
far from the truth, WHY? 

It could be that our reputation blinds our opponents or it 
could be training. You'll probably find that they ALL 
tra'n; not just a couple of them; and not just occasionally, 
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but as frequently as possible, and then if they lose a match 
they rip the game apart and try to find out where they 
went wrong, and why, and then proceed to sew up the loop
holes and outline tactics to stop breakthroughs or convert them 
to their advantage. So there you have it. Training and 
Tactics' let's take the question of training and leave tactics 
till a l~ter date. Friday night is polo night, but it seems that 
we have only a very small band of polo· playing enthusiasts, 
not really enough to turn out a regular team. Coach, Len 
Dennahy, is always at the Baths to help you in your training, 
so all you have to do is, BE THERE! I had intended going 
into this question of training at some lengths but on second 
thoughts I'd rather leave it to the Coach to lay on the pro
gramme at the Baths. 

In a friendly match against Neptune, at the end of January, 
the score was E.O. S, Neptune 2. If the goals had been just 
a little bit bigger the score would have been E.O. 16, 
Neptune 6; that is a fact, from a blow·by-blow score-card 
and gives you food for thought, Training-see what I mean! 
In a match with Hampstead Priory earlier in January, the 
Otters won by six goals to five but it should really have been 
something like sixteen goals to five; I didn't have my score
card with me but the missed opportunities were countless and 
so once again we come back to the same old thing ... Training. 

Subject to final confirmation (look in at York Hall on 
Friday), the Otters will be having the Hackney Baths from 
10-12 on Sunday morning, February the 15th, ALL OTTERS 
INTERESTED IN WATER POLO should be at the Baths 
on this date. 

A note to Henry Lees: If you get ordered out of the Bath 
in many more games, Henry, we'll have to buy you an arm
chair and a hot water bottle. 

The Boys' section of the Otters seem to be suffering from 
flu', or something ... except for Mike Buck, Ran Owen and 
one or two others the Bath would be practically empty, so 
what about it Boys Side, aren't you breeding any cold weather 
swimmers these days? 

The Sohoolboy Howlers led by Richards, Burgess and Ken 
(Pony) Fennell and a host of others, continue to put their 
backs to the wheel or whatever it is that swimmers do to 
ensure their fitness, but whilt's happened to Ted (Tubby 
Torpedo) Levy? 

''THE WATER RAT:" 

BOYS' CLUB HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Th. Half-way Mark 

Red House, the holders, have made an extremely good start 
t? this year's competition. With 35 points .and a most impres
sIVe lead over the other three houses, one IS apt to think that 
Red have met with no opposition, but two valuable wins in 
the Football and Boxing netted them 24 points and another 
8 came from their three-months' attendance poi~ts win. Green 
gained. a 6 points win in the Road-running and another in 
the. Cross.country .. and J?ust be .ranci~d for the coming Track 
~vents, but even WIth thIS 18 pomts vIctory they would still be 
In a rather unhealthy position; they are dragging behind at the 
m0l!1ent with only 15 points. Without any actual first places 
~hlte have. been well place.d in most competitions and no~ 
he second WIth 21t; Blue, WIth 18, are a close third. Although 
Red appear to bt; ~eIl on the road to victory, it is as well to 
remember that thIS IS only the halfway mark and I think Blue 
the 1950 holders, have a few tricks up th~ir sleeve. Result~ 
to date as follows:-

Event 
Road 

Running 

Football 
3 months' 

Att. Pts. 
Drawing 
Boxing 
Cross-country 

1st G 

1st R 

1st R 
1st B 
1st R 
1st G 

Placings 

2nd W 

2nd W 

2nd B 
2nd tie 
2rid W 
2nd R 

other places 
not contested 

3rd B 4th G 

3rd W 
G&W 

3rd B 
3rd W 

4th G 

4th G 
4th B 

B G R W 

0 6 0 3 
3 o 12 6 

4 0 8 2 
a 3 0 3 
3 o 12 6 
0 6 3 It 

18 15 35 21t 

"ONLOOKER." 

It was a very great pleasure to me to have had the oppor
tunity of proposing a toast to Mr. Villiers recently when he 
was present at the Rotary Old People's Party, and to thank 
him, not only for letting the club have the use of Waterden 
Road Hall, but for the interest and help he has shown in the 
boys and girls of all ages; these youngsters began to qualify 
at 65 years old. There were nearlv 120 of them, and they 
all thoroughly enjoyed themselves-the generation of the old 
music hall, who took hard knocks and came back smiling. I 
know the Rotary Club had a lot of pleasure out of seeing 
these senior citizens enjoying themselves like children. Hector 
Haseldene and George Pettipher helped to entertain them, 
and Tom Chamberlain and his wife, Taff, George Jackson 
and Jim Perkins did everything possible as far as the hall was 
concerned for their comfort-nice and warm on a bitterly 
cold day. I was able to point out a fact that had never 
struck me before, that while all the old-timers of my day looked 
forward to the dav they could get away from the Wick, Mr. 
Villiers left a lovely old house in the country to come and live 
in it and spend his money and time in building the Manor 
and making life happier for all of us. It has been a wonder
ful job, and the results will go on through many generations. 
Yet I remember Mr. Swift, a headmaster of Berkshire Road 
School, who was also a Manager of the Club, say, "If you 
want to make headway, get out of the Wick." Another quota
tion of his was, "If you are not proud of the Wick, make the 
Wick proud of you." That, of course, has happened in many 
cases, but when one has knocked around a bit you find; at 
the same time, there are few more friendly and kindly people 
than those in the Old Wick. 

One gets a lot of fun at these old people's parties. I wa, 
introduced to a very old Spurs, Chelsea and Luton player. 
He was getting around with the aid of two sticks but as he 
said, "I could still put up a good game for the drient." 
There is no doubt about their sense of humour. 

When I "took two of myoId people home, one was a lady 
of 87. and the other a gentleman of 88. I tried to get the 
lady In fir~t, but "sI!e stood back and said, "Help the old 
gentleman In first, In a tone that suggested she was quite a 
young person who could look after herself. 

I had a little illustration of what the Manor means to an 
. Old Boy. I was in a crowded tube train a few evenings back 
and a fellow offered his seat to my wife. When he got up he 
tUl'l1ed to me and asked where we had met before' after a 
time he said, "The Manor." It was Alf Thompson who joined 
the Club around 1925. He mentioned several of the members 
at that time an? was full of enthusiasm for the Club. He was 
~ boxer, and WIshed to be remembered to any old friends still 
In the Club. 

So Guildford 9ity beat the boys 4-1 in the London League 
Cup, but t? do It they turned out their full professional side. 
It was a t,rlbute to the Club and a grand side. The boys have 
been playmg some really good football this season but unfor
tunately have been losing money on their home ga:nes through 
lack of. support. And I ~0.ubt if they will get it at the Wilder
ness WIth all the competItIOn around. Perhaps a leaf out of 
the Pegasus a.nd Corinthian-Casuals book would help. 

It ~as pleasing to read the remarks of "Call Boy" in last 
m,onth s CHIl,:-WAG about the play "Captain Carbolic." I 
stIll feel th~t It was more vulgar than naughty, and I feel sure 
t~at there 13 not one of us who would like to think of his 
fn.ends as any of the characters portrayed on the stage in 
thIS play. Unfortunately, there are too many plays like it 
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to-day, not only in the West End but out of it, and too few 
people with the guts to say so at the risk of becoming unpopu
lar. In the past I have been one of the Drama Group's biggest 
supporters, because they are very good, and. the acting is 
always excellent. But please don't try to kid to me. The so
called modern plays of to-day are as old as the hills in theory 
and execution. Perhaps "CaIJ Boy" would care to recall some 
of the passages in the play, and to ask if he really feels that 
they are suitable for the younger people to listen to? I for 
one do not, and win, lose or draw, I am sticking to my original 
opinion that the acting was first-class, but that the play was 
unpleasant. 

Mount Everest Expedition, 1953 
Last month I was allowed the privilege of having a look at 

some of the superb equipment being assembled at Lusk's Wharf, 
Wapping, for this gallant all-British venture. Each of the 
13 European members of the team has a large plastic kitbag 
full of clothing, the outer garments exactly like very fine bed
quilts in attractive pastel shades. The underwear and inner 
garments are probably the finest of their kind ever produced 
for protection and warmth, and they certainly need to be 
when we consider that temperatures ranging from 20-40 
degrees below zero are likely to be encountered. Despite the 
bulky appearance of the kitbags, the whole outfit, including 
boots (not the high-altitude ones) weighed less than 20 pounds. 

The equipment had obviously been planned down to the 
last ounce. The icepicks for cutting steps, though unbelievably 
durable, were featherweight tools. A long chain of snap
links could be raised by the little finger comfortably, and a 
large bundle of pitons (a sort of belaying pin with a hole in 
the driving end) was correspondingly light. These pitons are 
driven into an icy wall or slope, a snap link is attached and 
through the loop thus created the climbing ropes are threaded 
to form a firm handrail which can remain in position for as 
long as required, possibly a week or more. A strong, beauti
fully made aluminium section ladder is to be used to over
come the first major obstacle, a huge crevasse, and for bridging 
purposes will no doubt prove its modest weight in gold. 

About 200 coolie porters, reputed excellent climbers, are 
also being equipped and will accompany the party for a con
siderable part of the climb. The whole of the equipment will 
be carried on their backs, no single pack to exceed 60 pounds, 
and special aluminium carriers have been designed so that any 
given shape of package may be borne in comfort. Base rations 
consist of a /form of army "corn po" food, each box containing 
sufficient for 13 men for one day, and stencilled in days 
of the week for variety-no menu problems here. Specially de
signed Primus . cookers will·overcome high altitude cooking prob
lems, ingenious combination salt and pepper pots assist the flav
our. Talking of flavour, the actual assault rations for one man 
for one day are contained in an aluminium wrapped air-sealed 
packet, the shape and size of a largish book, certainly no heavier; 
and as there is no inclination whatever to eat, I am told, above 
24,000 feet, these foods are highly spiced to tempt the reluctant 
palate. In effect, I understand there is no inclination to do 
anything at this high altitude, and in the midst of so many 
other hazardous problems it becomes a sheer battle of willpolver 
to put one foot forward before the other. 

The biggest snag for the British team so far is the problem 
of adequate oxygen supply in the rarefied atmosphere of these 
great heights. No one, it seems, has yet designed a breathing 
apparatus and high pressure oxygen cylinder that does not, 
by reason of its weight, seriously handicap the climber. Suffi
cient oxy~en must be available to keep the body temperature 
at a steady 9S degrees, and a point may be reached where 
there is not enough to do this and still provide for the next 
step towards the summit. This was a decisive factor in the 
recent failure of the Swiss expedition, although weather condi
tions were not favourable. (The wind can be a desperate 
enemy on Everest.) It is also considered that the Swiss, who 
turned back when the summit was actually in view and had 
been photographed, exhausted themselves before the final 
assault by staying too long at high altitude camps getting 
acclimatised. 

Listening to one or two members of the British team chatting, 
I was most impressed by their quiet confidence and enormous 
enthusiasm. I heard no mention of the hazards and perilous 
dangers of the attempt, only a half serious reference by one 

of the team to the legendary(?) figure of the "Abominable 
Snowman." Readers may feel tha t they are going to great 
trouble and expense for the possible privilege of being the 
first to set foot right on the top of the world, but I for one 
salute this British team formed in the true spirit of adventure, 
and wish them Godspeed towards their goal. 

"CALL Boy." 

Outward Bound Trust Schools 
The Outward Bound Trust run two Schools--one at Aber

dovey, which is called their Sea School, and another at Eskdale, 
in Cumberland, which is called their Mountain School. Course, 
are open for boys between the ages 9f 1St to 19t, and each 
course lasts at least 26 days at each School. The first prin
ciple of the Outward Bound Trust is to give boys from all 
walks of life an opportunity of training through the sea, moun
tains, or other natural elements, as a means of developing 
their own capacity to face hazards, difficulties, hardship and 
emergencies of all kinds. 

The London County Council provide bursaries for the right 
applicants, and these cover the course fees and railway fares. 
Any boy who is interested in attending any of these courses 
should contact George J ackson immediately for further in
formation, or, if he wishes to get more details of the courses, 
should contact Alan Wood, who has attended a course. 

OPEN NIGHTS 
The average Club member is so proud of his Club that he 

talks of it often. I daresay you frequently tell your non
member friends of the wonderful facilities our Club provides 
and of the numerous varied activities that go on each night, 
and possibly you have longed for the chance to "show oft''' 
a bit with your Club. 

An opportunity to see how the Boys' Club functions is given 
to all friends of members on the nights of Monday and Tues
day, March 23rd and 24th, at the Boys' Club Open Nights. 
Invitations go out to Boys' Club parents and special guests, 
but the invitation is also extended to all friends of Club 
members. The programme for the two evenings embraces most 
activities, and all Sections are now busy preparing their own 
little party bits for the big nights. Don't waste this oppor
tunity-bring your friend along. The programme is as 
follows ;-
Monday, March. 23rd-

7.30 onwards. Exhibition of Art. 
S.15 Drama Class on Stage. 
8.30 Football training and Rugger training 

in floodlit gardens. 
9.00 Physical Training Display in main hall. 

Tuesday, March 24th-
7.30 onwards. Exhibition of Art. 
S.OO onwards. Inter-Club boxing match v. Rugby. 
8.30 Athletic training in floodlit gardens. 
9.15 Demonstration by First Aid Class, 

and possibly other activities. 
CHAR LIE COCKRAN. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Geoft' Watford, writing from Habbaniya; Many thanks for 

your letter, which I received a few days ago, with a card 
from Fred. When I received it I was actually indulging in 
the one luxury which is an old joke of yours-I was lying in 
bed being shaken by a very mce member of the W.R.A.F. 
saying, "Wakev wakey; here's a nice cup of tea for you"; and, 
what is more in keeping with your joke, is that after drinking 
the tea I just turned over and went to sleep again. In point 
of fact, J was spending a delightful few days in hospital, after 
being taken ill with acute stomach pains. The rest, together 
with a diet of eggs, boiled fish, chicken, etc., soon got me well 
again. 

The card is a very good one indeed, and certainly brought 
back some pleasant memories. The Christmas here passed 
very pleasantly and quietly; even the weather changed for the 
occasion. Instead of the usual sun we had a few days of 
rain, which had been promised for some time. 
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Just before Christmas I spent a ~ost enjoyable day in 
Bagdad the most interesting places bemg the Bazaars and the 
Copper'Market. One thing. t~at re~inded .me of. the ~treet 
corner politicians was the PetltlOn WrIters, with theIr audience 
of possible customers. It is good to I~arn that t~e first team 
are still doing well in the League, and I was mterested to 
know that they managed to beat Wing.ate in both matches. At 
the time of reading about. the match III .C~IN-WAG I had pre
viously read one of Wmston Churc~lll s volumes of war 
memoirs' in this book he often mentioned a young o~cer 
named Wingate in connection with the w:;r in North Afnca. 
I made a few enquiries, just out of curiOSity, and fOUl;d tha~ 
it was the same officer who had so much to do With the 
Wingate Club. . 

Our Wing football team are on top of the Station League 
at the moment, but only by goal a~erage, the top four teaI~s 
being separated by the odd goal; thIS m~kes every game Tedily 
exciting, and with the hot weather commg .along every ga~e 
gets more exhausting. I played for t~e StatIOn last Sun~ay m 
a game which we lost by 2-1. ThiS w:;s the return In the 
game which we ha~ won by 3--0. .T~ls afternoon we ale 
playing another natIve team, the maJonty of wh?se play~rs 
come from Bagdad. Provided that there are no nots or diS
turbances in Bagdad we will be travelling there ~m S]:ln?ay 
to play a team with an unpronounceable name; agalll thiS IS a 
return match, after drawing 3-3 on our own pitch. 

Well it is time for me to· close now, looking forward to the 
time when I can once more go into training and play in the 
good old English climate on the Wilderness. 

Tom Jones, writing from Pus an, in Korea: Many thanks 
for the books which I received last week. I do hope that 
you enjoyed your Christmas as much as I did out here. We 
had a great time, and a wonderful Christmas dinner with 
plenty of turkey and chicken. After dinner we had a Korean 
concert, which was very good, and after the concert-well, I 
can't remember very well what happened then, but you would 
never guess that I was on a "fizzer" for the next morning. 
About 9 a:n:i. on Boxing Day morning the Camp Sergeant
Major came around to the billet and charged me as one in 
charge of the Security Police for having beer in the billet I I 
was on orders a little later, and I got a reprimand. Now 
what do you think of a bloke that would do such a thing as 
to put you on a charge on Boxing Day morning? It quite 
upset my Christmas spirit for a time. That is about all for 
now, so cheerio to you all and Up the Manor. 

Len Yates, writing from Port Elizabeth, South Africa: Firstly 
I should like to congratulate Major Burge on being made an 
Honorary Member of the Club. It is nice to feel that some
one who has given up so much time to my favourite activity 
in the Club has been honoured in this way. 

Christmas and New Year are celebrated here very much like 
they are in England, but with a difference. This period usually 
coincides with the summer holidays of something like 90% 
of the population, and the celebrations are held in mid-summer 
in glorious weather 1 My family in particular celebratcd with 
all the time honoured trimmings, Christmas tree, ballooll3, tur
key, plum pudding, nuts, fruit, whisky, champagne, brandy, 
gin, etc. Maybe the drinking side seems a little overdone, as 
champagne can hardly be considered the "standard" 'drink in 
England. However, out here it is very much in evidence at 
any party, brandy being perhaps the first choice. Champagne 
costs 12/6 a flagon, and brandy 11/6 a bottle; whisky is 
considered to be very expensive, at 30/- a bottle even for the 
best brands, of which there is plenty. The Christmas tree was 
a small one which I dug up from our rifle range here, and 
we decorated it with toys, candles, presents, blobs of cotton 
wool to represent snow, and all sorts of fancy decorations. 
The guest of honour at our party was a baby of seven months, 
who was completely oblivious of all that was happening. During 
my holiday I went down to Sunday's River at the invitation of 
some friends of ours; we spent three days with them at their 
riverside bungalow. Most of the time was spent on the river 
in their small motor boat, and we had a wonderful time. We 
also managed to get in some fishing. It might BOund a bit 
of a line, but it is true that on December 27th I suffered a 
seve:e atta~k of sunburn, eaused by fi~hing without wearing 
a shirt for Just an hour, and 1 am only Just recovering from it. 
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One evening we went fishing for "springer." This is very 
good sport. An electric torch is attached to the front of ~he 
boat and we proceeded to the place where these fish are actIVe 
in the darkness. We have a large net attached to a pole and 
make viscious lunges with the net as the fish leap o~t of the 
water. On this occasion some of the fish were le:7pm~ clea,~ 
over the boat, and some actually fell into the boat. Sprmg~rs 
grow up to some two feet long and make very good eatmg. 
The smaller ones are very often used for live bait to catch the 
larger ones! 

The Christmas and holiday spirit are much in evidence 
almost everywhere. Onc sees ordinary sober-minded people 
walking about wearing paper hats all day long, eve!? before 
and after Christmas !?ay, and cars are decor~ted WIth gar
lands, etc. It is not difficult to find a party gomg on at s?me 
time of the day or night f.or the t~o w~eks! . South Afncan 
gaiety can be very unrestramed dunng thiS pertod ! 

The rifle shooting season opens up again very soon, and I 
shall be shooting for my Eastern Province colours next month. 
The colours are presented to the twenty best shots in the 
Province, which covers an enormously large area. My last 
shoot was at 900 yards and I returned the top score of 
65 x 75, having to use 20. minutes wind for a powerful blow 
from 9 o'clock! My first two shots to count were outers.· 

Things are goir;g along yery ~atisfactorily for u~ o~t here. 
The job has its lIttle worrIes, but on the whole hfe IS good 
to us, and it is a grand country. We have had .no furth~r 
scares from the natives recently, and we are hopmg that It 
will remain quiet. I feel, however, that we have not heard 
the last of it vet .. My sincere regards to all of my friends 
at the Club and at HiJlman Street. Here's wishing you a good 
1953 and successful shooting. 

Bert Tredgett, from Malaya, writes: It must have been a 
great battle between Oxford and Cambridge. I should have 
loved to have seen it. From your report and paper clipping 
it seems it was a grand game from beginning to end. Though 
I wonder after such a fog where you found your voice to cheer. 
The standard of rugby here is poor; I've played about a dozen 
games this season, and not one seemed to have the dash. and 
clean movements that we see back home. It's all good fun, 
though-there's nothing like a game of rugby. Most of the 
games have been for the 17th Gurkha Division. Somehow I 
got involved in two State trials, and on St. Andrew's Day 
was asked to ulay for Scotland against The Rest. 1 t was a 
charity match in aid of some youth club. Being a Gordon I 
was considered an Anglo-Scot, so for the day I changed 
colours. Before the game started the Sultan was introduced 
to the teams. He came round and shook hands with all of 
us; then after the photographers had finished we started. It 
was a good, fast, clean game, thanks to the ref., who didn't 
spoil the game by blowing up at minor infringements. We 
lost, the final score being 16-5. 

One Saturday the Malacca Club were short of a player and 
I was asked down for a game against the All Blue~. We 
won by 11 points to their 9. The most outstanding man on 
the field was the Captain of the Malacca side, Mr. Chandler, 
a New Zealander. After the game he invited me to his house 
for dinner (a welcome change from army cooking). After 
dinner we spent a pleasant evening talking sport. I quite 
enjoyed myself. Mr. North may know Mr. Chandler. He lives 
in Malacca. 

All at the Club seems to be going well this season. Harold 
Gittens' cartoon was wonderful. Have Finchley called his 
bluff and challenged us at Tiddley Winks yet? If this standard 
of play continue3 we won't be able to see the Wilderness for 
talen t scouts. 

The bandits seem to get more inactive every day, yet still 
the kills roU steadily in. Their support is decreasing and with 
it their food supply. One can't but help admire Sir Gerald 
Templar; the wa" he plays on public support is wonderful, 
and he gets it, too. That is seen by the increasing number of 
kills by the Home Guard. 

I am keeping fit and feel full of life as these last few days 
of 1952 roll b·,. 1953 is to me like a fresh chapter of an 
exciting book. What it holds I cannot say, but I'm longing 
to find out. 

Before I end this letter let me thank you all for your 
greetings and wish you all the very best in the New Year. 

UP THE MANOR. 

0j' , i 
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ERNIE IN THE SUNNY SOUTH 

Here I am once more with a little news from this side of 
the Atlantic. As you will see I am again in Miami, Florida, 
for the season, and after reading about the awful weather you 
have been experiencing, I can't say that I am sorry to have 
missed it! It was a pity that I was not on hand to greet 
Alex Ager with the Manor Cry when he disembarked from the 
Queen Elizabeth in New York. Alex did not keep me in touch 
with his movements, and I was very disappointed to learn later 
that he had landed on December 13th, which was the day prior 
to my long drive down to Miami. However, he has decided, 
if such a thing is possible for him, to stay on in New York 
until the spring when I return to Atlantic City. We propose 
to have a real old Manor get together then. 

We had a very interesting and pleasant drive down to Miami, 
via what is known as the Ocean Highway, which follows the 
Eastern coastline through Pennsylvania and Maryland, to the 
Del Mar Va Peninsular which connects up with the ferry at 
Kiptopeke Beach in Virginia; this takos you across the Chesa
peake Bay, and is rather similar to the crossing from Folkestone 
to Calais or Boulogne, and takes about as long. From then on 
it was plain sailing, through the lovely fertile States of Virginia, 
and North and South Carolina. Then the valleys and cotton 
fields of Georgia, so beautiful in the early spring sunshine, and 
on into Florida with its wide highways, and then Miami Beach, 
the winter paradise of the U.S.A. and the goal of thousands of 
wealthy Americans seeking the warmth and sunshine of its 
famous beaches, and holiday atmosphere. 

I was most interested to read in "Whispers," in the December 
issue, about the Frenchman, Monsieur Boutell, who was con
nected with Achille Serre. I remember many years ago just 
before coming out here when I was on a bus travelling from 
Nice .to Monte Carlo I was sitting next to a man who, when we 
got chatting, informed me that he had been connected with 
AchiJIe Serre some years previously. He also, showed me a 
photo-stat copy of a letter of commendation from Field Marshal 
Montgomery, referring to his bravery and assistance whilst with 
the Resistance Movement during the war. I wonder if this is 
the same Frenchman that the "Mouse" was writing about. It 
was also good to learn that Bert Brown was making a go of his 
job in Montreal. I spent some pleasant times there, especially 
week-ending up in the mountains, and it is interesting to know 
that Bert and his family are doing the same. Montreal is a 
lovely city, but so very cold during the winter months with 
ail the rivers frozen solid. No wonder the locals are aIJ so 
expert on the ice and at winter sports; there is little else for 
them to do in the way of sport at this time of the year. I 
don't suppose that Bert will be making the trip to Miami this 
winter, but if he has a trip to the States this summer, and can 
find his way to Atlantic City, I will leave a light in the window, 
a bottle of scotch in the cupboard, and he can expect a real 
Manor welcome. Remember Bert Tredgett's story of the 
"Manor" snake in Malaya? I have a counterpart to the story, 
I was swimming around in the Gulf, just off the coast of 
Florida a few weeks ago" in shallow water, when three fish 
went by quite close. They were about three inches in length, 
with yellow tails and underbelly, dark blue sides, and running 
through the dark blue were three thin light blue stripes. I 
would have liked to have said that they formed up in the 
U.T.M. position I Nevertheless, I know exactly the thrill that 
Bert must have had on sighting the snake with the Manor 
colours. 

'1 'am told that there are··it number of misguided people in 
Britain who are advocating "sponsored" radio I Please I beg 
of you all, do not support this move. The agonies w~ suffer 
day after day prompts me to imploI'fr you to have nothing to 
do with it. For instance, right In the middle of a good play 
a character will butt in to tell you why you should smoke 
"Blogg's" cigarettes and even on Sunday during a Church 
Service broadcast, the clerlP'man in the pUlp'it will ask "Do 
you suffel; from faulty elimmation?" And wdl then go on to 
tell you how he suffered for fourteen years until he discovered 
that just enough to cover a dime was all that he needed I 
Please don't let this sort of thing happen in England. 

You will notice that the date has been fixed for the return 
match between Rocky Marciano and Jersey Joe Walcott. I do 
not think that Rocky will 4ave much trouble to retain his 
title. The heavyweight of the future to watch is the boy I 
wrote about in my last letter-Roland' La Starza. I saw him 
hand out a terrific body beating here in Miami last year to 
Ralph Schneider of Chicago; he is not very tall for a heavy
weight, but has terrific shoulders and punching ability. His 
style is rather reminiscent of Joe Rood at his best, hands held 
high, and chin tucked well in to his left shoulder. He is 
matched to fight Rex Layne in his next bout, and should 
beat him easily enough, and then he takes on the champion. 
I think that he could out-box Marciano, provided that he 
really trained hard enough. 'Marciano is an easy man to hit, 
although extremely strong. But we will see what the future 
brings; he is a great prospect, and if he develops along the 
right lines might very easily be the champ in a year or so·. 

Before closing I must tell you a story about the buyer for 
a men's clothing shop. He had really gone overboard, and the 
shop was absolutelv stuck with a suit which was SO loud and 
flamboyant that nobody would even try it on. The longer 
the suit stayed in the shop the more annoyed became the 
owner of the store. Finally he could stand it no more and 
really lashed out at the buyer, ending with the words 
"I am going out for lunch, and if that suit is not sold by th~ 
time I get back you are fired I" When the owner returned 
two hours later he found the buyer in a dreadful state, his 
clothes were torn and his face and hands were scratched and 
bleeding. "What has happened?" said the owner. "1 did not 
mean for you to get into a fight with a customer." "Who 
said anything about a fight with a customer?" snarled the buyer, 
"I was attacked by the customer's 'seeing eye' dog!" U.T.M. 

ERNEsT C. CHUBB. 

Congratulations 
Mt. & Mrs. Jack Pincombe, a son-Simon; 
Mr. & Mrs. Torn Sleath, a son-Terence Robert; 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Rees, a son-Andrew Charles. 

TIT .. BITS 
Heartiest congratulations to the Senior boys on reaching the 

final of the London Minor Cup for the second time in six 
years. Remember the classic struggle and grand victory over 
Chelsea Juniors in the final of '47-'48? Teams like Chelsea 
Juniors, Brentford Juniors and Tottenham Juniors have all 
fallen by the wayside during the preliminaries; this gives some 
idea of the standard. 

Rules of the London Federation Gross Country have been 
slightly altered to allow Clubs to enter two teams for both 
Junior and Senior Races. Last year in this competition we had 
our best success ever; what chances of victory this year? The 
races take place at Chingford on March 28th, Old Boys, Senior 
Boys, and Junior Boys. 

Wal Law's boys have made another good showing this year 
in the Federation Drawing Competition. In the Object Draw
ing Rex Gray took 4th place and John Alien 9th out of 17 
entries, and in the Memory Drawing John Evans was 3rd and 
Doug Taplin '8th out of 20. 

Like so many other Clubs, we were hit hard by the 'flu 
epidemic. On February 14th we congratulated ourselves on 
the first three teams gaining grand victories and bagging 17 
goals in doing so, with Premier Division League honours dang
ling in front of our eyes. Since then our flrst team have been 



2 CHIN-WAG March, 1963 

unlucky to lose twice, now it will be a struggle to reach that 
top place. ' I d 

Ted Warren and his team o~ helpers are. to be congratu ate 
on producing such a fine evenmg's ente~tamme.nt on February 
21st when the Football Club's first Dmner and Dance was 
held at the Club. From all reports, the whole affair was mos~ 
enjoyable from start to finish and a grand reward for muc 
hard work. 

The luck of the draw can often produce an unev~n strug.gle 
· when the finalists battle for honours. In the Federation b<;>xl.ng 
· preliminaries some really good class boxers have been ehmm
ated, and it could be that boxers of a poorer standar~ have 
reached this final stage. This has not been the case with our 
four finalists. All four have' done extremely w~ll and are 
worthy of their place at the Royal Albert Hall, and m e~ch case 
their opponents have had to fight hard to get to this m~ch 
cherished place in Boys' .Cl;.tb~oxing. The stand.ard of bo~mg 
this year during the prehmmanes struck me as bemg very lugh. 

"ONLOOKER." 

OLD BOYS' and VETERANS'ClUB 
The date fixed for the Isle of T~orns <?uting is Sunday, 

June 14th. Invitations will be issued 111 AprIl. . 
In the upstairs room we have a splendid billiards tal~le wh!ch 

was the gift of Major H. D. H. Wills, M.B.E., and a gift which 
we shall appredate for long to come. . . . 

The table will be officially taken into use on Friday, ~prll 
10th, and to mark the occasion Alec E. Bro",:n, an emme!1 t 
professional $nooker champion with an outstandmg .re.cord, Will 
take part in exhibition games of snooker and .bllllards (we 
understand Fred Mallin is prepared to conce~e. him o~e black 

· per frame I), and will also demonstrate a vanety of trick shots 
for about half an hour. . . 

It is proposed to charge admission for this event-it w!JI be 
worth 2/- to see a tip-top player-and the proceeds WIll go 
to the Football Club. So do come along and see-and learn. 
Notices will be posted later giving details. Note the date: 
April 10th, at 7,30. 
. Last month I referred to the proposal to revert t.o t~e former 
name of the ·Club-Eton Manor Old· Boys. An mdlrect con
sequence of this change i~ the decision' to deal with th~ 
"frozen" bank accounts which belong to the 1939 Old Boys 
Club and the 1939 Veterans' Club. In the case of the Old 
Boys their account is now worth £172 19s. 7d. The Veterans' 
account not only totals £ 1.17 6s. 9d., but there is :'1150 
£219 11s. 8d., which is the value of 200 National Savmgs 
Certificates taken out in 1939. 

Now, despite .all popul~r belief, ~either 'the Committee 
nor any resolution of a General Meetmg can transfer those 
funds to the account of the present Joint Club. The latter w.as 
not formed until April, 1945, and has built up funds .of Its 
own' but the other funds I have mentioned above do not belong 
to the Joint Club and the Joint Club has no jurisdiction over 
them, so they go on and on accumulating interest. The Com
mittee consider that it is not right that these two funds should 
lie for ever dormant. THus, those of you who were members 
of the Old Boys' Club in 1939 will be asked to give written 
sanction to the 1939 Old Boys' Club being dissolved and its 
funds transferred to the E.M.O.B. and V. Joint Club. The 
1939 Veterans likewise will be invited to sanction similar 
action in their case. Every member concerned will receive 
particulars through the post before very long. 

The Committee may have critics of their action, but we have 
taken expert advice and it is all to the effect that this is the 

·.only way in which these fund.s can be transferred, s~ wh~n 
you receIve vour copy of the' Circular letter please conSider Its 
contents carefully and deal with it as requested. A prompt 
reply will be of servicc to the Committee in your interests, and 
then in future we shall have fewer bank accounts to perplex 
our members. . . 

It might have complicated matters to have effected the 
transfer dJfter the name of the Club had been changed, so the 

· Committee propose, with your co-operation, to adopt the pro
cedure I have outlined and to deal with the actual change Of 
name of the Club later. This change, of course, will have to 
be accomplished at the next A.G.M. ALF PEARSON .. :. 

FOOTBALL 
FOOTBALL CLUB DINNER AND DANCE 

If the su~cess of a 'social function can be measured. by smiles 
a~d laughter the Football Club's first Annual Dmner and 
Dance more than achieved its object. 

The Hall made a first-class setting for the occasion, and an 
excellent meal was prepared by Mrs. Foreman, Mrs. Garnham 
and sundry "assistants" from the Football. Club. So Il'ood was 
the meal that even the gargartuan appctltes of certam of our 
footballers was suitably appeased, and so one. can assume .that 
the ordinary human beings with normal appetItes had suffiCient. 

The wine (Fiddle a la Phillipe !) was bottled under the label 
of "Highly Inflammable," ~nd was viewed by some at ~rst 
with considerable apprehenSIOn, but none w~s left. Varymg 
descriptions of the concoction ranged from Vm Blanc, pham
pagne, Sauterne, down to Sherbert Water! Whatever It :was, 
it was very delectable. One expert o~ my table analysed It as 
90'% cider, 9% light ale, and. 1% gm. H~ was probably as 
right as anyone in his d!agno.sl~! In proposll1g a toast to the 
guests who included Major Vllllers, Mr. Ronald Shaw-Kennedy 
(who ~lso acted as Chairman), Bill Croome, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Alf Ramsey, Fred Millal'd reminded us of the .very great debt 
of gratitude which we ow.e to so many for makmg the nam.e of 
Eton Manor so respected m all classes of f?otball. Le~ Sulllvan 

. (deputising at thc last minute for 'flu-stricken Charhe Stent), 
proposing a toast to the Club, sp~ke very .ably, few people 
being aware that someone had pmched hIS notes halfway 
through his speech. 

To Charlie Phillipsfell the pleasure of presenting a clock, 
on behalf of the Football Club, to Ernie Osgood, as a small 
token of appreciation for the many years of hard and con
scientious work he has put in as Hon. Secretary of the Football 
Club. There are very few who really kn.ow ho!", much hard 
work is involved in this job. It would be ll;nposs~ble to present 
Ernie with a timepiece commensurate with hiS ,efforts, for 
Big Ben would look rather out of place on a mantelplccc. 

Charlie Peters was the last of the speakers, and in his appre
ciation of the magnificent work done by Ted Warren, assistcd 
by Tom Wi!liamso~ and Les C?ok and. others too. numerous 
to mention m makmg the functIOn pOSSible, was gUllty of the 
most atroci~us pun heard since Pontius was a Pilot! 

The dinner over the band (which had played during the 
meal) got to work ~n the dancers, and Johnny Phillips and his 
assistants got to work on their parched throats. And so the 
evening- went on merrily and happily until 11.30, when wc 
called it a day. 

The great success of this function could not have been pos
sible without the help of those who served the meal, and the 
grand bunch of Boys' Club members who waited at tablt' .. qur 
sincere thanks are due to them all, but the most gratlfy1l1g 
thing to my mind was the astonishing amount of support and 
help which was rendered' both before and after the function. 
It was said by a number of older members that never before 
had they seen so many members shouldering the burden, and 
the Football Club must be justly proud of this really great 
spirit which exists just now. It is the responsibility 'of each 
individual member to retain this spirit and to spread it through
out the Club. 

Plans are already afoot for another function of a similar 
nature next year, and it is hoped that a large number of ex
players and friends of the Club will be invited on this occasion. 
In the meantime, we hope to put on the Football Club's Re
union Social for Club members and friends at the Waterden 
Road Club in the summer. 

"TrNTACK." 

SENIORS 
Three more cup rounds were played in February, the first 

against Elderwood resulted in a splendid win by seven goals to 
nil and by doing so reached the final of the London Minor "A" 
Cup competition. This competition is a new one for minor 
teams of professional clubs and senior amateur clubs, which 
rather restricted the entry, Eight teams took part-Chelsea 
Juniors, Tottenham Juniors, Brentford Juniors, Wapping 
Juniors, Elderwooc:i (Tooting and Mitcham Juniors), Bexley 
Heath and Welling' Juniors, West Ham Juniors and Eton 
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Manor. The other finalists are Bexley Heath, who beat Totten
ham in the other semi-final, and the date and venue of the 
final are to be fixed. 

The second cup-tie was against Pedro in the fifth round of the 
Federation Cup. After a really hard fight we won on a penalty 
goal in extra-time and went into the semi-finals. Seventy-five 
teams started in this competition, which includes many who 
entered for the London Minor "B" competition, and one 
team, Canterbury, Oxford and Bermondsey have reached the 
semi-finals of both competitions. They will be a hard nut to 
crack if we do meet them in the final of the Federation 'Cup. 

The third cup-tie was against Prittlewell Athletic in the 
fifth round of the Pelly Cup, We were well and truly beaten 
by four goals to one. This was the second occasion we have 
played away in this competition, this time being at Southend. 
Whether the long coach journey and the strange ground had a 
bearing on the result one cannot say. Our opponents scored 
twice in two minutes, both of which were simple mistakes, 
before we scored. We missed good scoring chances and could 
have taken the lead. In the second half Prittlewell had two 
scoring chances and accepted both. This competition attracted 
over one hundred entries, is probably the strongest competition 
in and around London for minor football, and to win the Pelly 
Cup is really a great achievement. Let's hope we will do as 
well next year, if not better. Luck has been on our side this 
year in respect of National Service, not losing one member 'of 
the team, and so have managed to keep the same team through
out the season; a great asset when teamwork counts so much 
more than individual ability. 

F. G.L. 

JUNIORS 
Jan. 3.-versus Wm. McGuffie Y.C. W 13-2 

(3rd Round Essex Minor Cup) 
" 1O.-versus High Road Rangers W 18-1 

(L. & D. Y. League) 
17.-versus Newtown Wesley Y.C. W 21-0 

(2nd Round Winchester Cup) 
24.-versusSt. Hilda's B.C. ... W 21-0 

(3rd Round Federation Cup) 
3l.-versus Rugby B.C. L 3-5 

(Federation League) 
Feb. 7.-versus Woodford Y.C. L 1-3 

(4th Round Essex Minor Cup) 
" H.-versus R.O.F.S.A. L 2-4 

(3rd Round Winchester Cup) 
" 2l.-versus Bradfield B.C. W 1-0 

(4th Round Federation Cup) 
28.-versus Ruckholt Y.C. W 4-3 

(Semi-Final L. & D.Y. League Cup) 
I must apologise for the unavoidable omission from last 

month's issue of any report on Junior football. The period 
under review has been a rather unhappy one for the Juniors. 
The end of January saw us defeated by Rugby, our first defeat 
in the Federation, but not in the circumstanccs an unexpe~ted 
one considering that the team had several regulars absent 
through illness. I did not see the game myself, but I hear that 
Rugby deserved their victory. We are to meet them again in 
the Semi-Final of the Federation Cup on March 21st, and with 
the score of one victory each this should be a real "needle" 
game. 

A defeat which I feel we need never have suffered was that 
at the hands of Woodford Y.C. in the Essex Minor Cup. 
Three, and possibly four, members of the Junior team reported 
as fit for the game when it was obvious, after play had started, 
that they were still suffering from the effects of heavy colds or 
the 'flu. With several "passengers" the Juniors had little 
chance of winning, and although the scores were level at half
time, the second half saw Woodford draw right away. 

R.O.F.S.A., who defeated us in the Winchester Cup, were a 
good team and deserved their win, if only for the way they 
held out during the last twenty minutes of the match, when 
the Juniors over-ran them and might have scored half-a-dozen 
goals, but failed to notch one. To make matters worse, Ron 
Kelner failed with a penalty kick five minutes from the finish 
when we were only one goal down. Ron's shot was a hard onc, 
but the goalkeeper brought off a brilliant save. A minute 
later a long clearance down the middle was collected by the 

R.O.F.S.A_ centre-forward, who ran three-quarters of the length 
of the field and finished up by beating Ray Whiffen all ends 
up with a superb shot. A beautifully taken chance, and an 
example of how to make the most of one's chances, which I 
hope the Juniors will copy. The game had started with the Club 
playing very well, and within twenty minutes we were two 
goals up. I must confess that during this period of the game 
I began weighing up our chances in the next round, and per
haps that is what was happening in the minds of the majority 
of th6 Juniors, for they began to slacken their efforts, and 
just before half-time bad marking on the right flank allowed the 
R.O.F.S.A. left winger to cut in and score direct, when Ray 
Whiffen obviously thought he would centre. After half-time 
R.O.F.S.A. were soon attacking, and a defensive slip by Dave 
Birch, who tried a fancy kick in the goalmouth, presented 
R.O,F.S.A. with a gift goal. A few minutes later they scored 
another goal, and we were now really in trouble. To do the 
Juniors justice, they did try extremely hard to pull the game 
round, but some good goalkeeping and over-anxious shooting 
foiled them. 

If we felt that with better luck we might have won the 
R.O.F.S.A. game, then Bradfield, our opponents the following 
week in the Federation Cup, could with justice claim that 
with any sort of luck at all they would have beaten us. We 
scored soon after the kick-off through John Harvey, and held 
our own for the remainder of the first half, but after half-time 
Bradfield were the only team in it; they played hard and direct 
football, in complete contrast to the Juniors, who would per
sist in keeping the ball far too closc. It may be that therc are 
a few professional sides who can keep the ball close and still 
win their matches, but they are indeed few and far between, 
and of course they are infinitely more skilful than the Junior 
team members are ever likely to be. It is always wise to play 
the type of game which suits your capabilities and leave the 
very clever and elaborate style of play to those who are capable 
of carrying it out successfully. However, to return to the 
Bradfield game, our opponents did not manage to score a single 
goal, and we livc to meet Rugby in the Semi-Final. 

The Leyton and District Cup Semi-Final against Ruckholt 
found the Juniors in better form, perhaps because of new blood 
in John Trickey at centre-half and Bill Dodge at inside-right. 
We were twice a goal down, but thanks to a goal from Dave 
Langley and a hat-trick from Ron Kelner, playing at centre
forward, we managed to finish in front. The wiIming goal, 
Ron's third, was scored in "extra time" allowed by the referee 
for stoppages. R. H. 

OTTERS' NOTES 
Without being too optimistic, the standard of water polo this 

past month has improved considerably-and may it continue to 
do so. There have been glimpses of - dare I say it!
"brilliant" play; but don't get too cocky lads, there are still 
enough "clangers" to make you think that the Fire Brigade is 
out at full strength! 

Results for the month were:
versus Clacton, lost 4-5. 

Southgate, lost 3-5. 
Bar Kochba, won 8-2. 

" "Fennell's" Fusiliers, won 12-2. 
This last match was a telling illustration of how much a team 

can rely upon one man. As the Otters were one short Ken 
Fennell played for the Club; the Army team were not too 
happy about this, but it was generally agreed that it was the 
only solution. The match started and both teams went at it 
all out, hammer and tongs, but at half-time the score was 
E.O. 5, F.Fs. 1. The Army were definitely shaken; their key 
man playing for the opposition was a little too much for them, 
and they slowly fell apart_ They played as individuals and 
not as a team with the result that the Otters chalked up 'another 
seven goals. Fred Spencer's return to the team, in goal, this 
month makes me wonder if he has been getting in some practice 
on the sly somewhere; the way he punches that ball out you 
would think that he had a personal grudge against it. 

The Sunday morning polo meeting was a very useful part of 
the team's training, although the attendance might have been 
better. Those who did come along were able to take part in 
a long "natter" about tactics, aided by a plan of the bath, 
and using counters as players. Some technical points were 
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cleared up and the whole lesson was subseqm;ntly put into prac
tice in a six-a-side match. I feel sure that It would be a very 
good thing if these "sewing circle" half-hours were made a regu
lar feature; there is a great deal that we can all learn from 
them. . h d 

The swimming section is looking a little healthIer t ese ays. 
The bad weather and the 'flu epidemic seems to have receded 
into the past with the result that attendances are better than 
thoy have be~n for some time; or is it that the T.V. programmes 
have gone off a bit? Two newcomers-Co;nben. and Stollard
are both shaping up very well indeed. DavId MIssen h.as passed 
from the schoolboy stage to the Boys' Club stage. WIth O~en 
and a few others to draw upon the prospects-for the Jumors 
at any rate-are better; but I think that the~e ar:e .several.po~en
tially good swimmers in the Club who are strll hIdmg theIr hg!:t 
under a bushel. How about it, lads? The bett~r weather IS 
coming. why not pay us a visit on Wednesday evenmgs at Hack
ney Baths? Get yourselves in trim for th~ summer .and, who 
knows, you could win. a place in the Club s FederatIon team; 
there is room for you If you are keen enough. . . 

This last note is for the benefit of Len Cunmngs. WellIngton 
boots may be quite all right on the playi.ng ~elds of Eton, bur 
they are hardly the correct wear fC?r sWIm.mlllg at. the baths. 
And just before I forget it, polo eqUipment IS expenslVe. Please 
don't leave your polo caps around at the baths,. or take ~hem 
away with you. Return them after the game, ,It makes it so 
much easier for those who have to run the teams. 

"THE WATER RAT." 

CRICKET 
It was very pleasant to receive a card today (25/2), re9uest

ing an article for CHIN-WA(}, but I really needt;d n? remmder. 
This "joie de vivre" that I have been expenencmg for the 
past week or two was not only due to the splendid weather or 
to the belief that Spurs were headed (or yYembley, but ,to. the 
knowledge that the Cricket Season begms m seven weeks hme. 

For some time past the real enthusiasts have been practising 
and look to be in good shape, whilst the re~t of us ha,,,:,c been 
content with thinking up good arguments In preparatIOn for 
the wives' Spring offenSIve. How those girls suffer and how 
their husbands have changed since the days when a leg-glance 
didn't mean a tickle round the corner! 

Practice is held regularly now on Sunday mornings and is 
well attended, but there is room for many more. It is hoped 
that we will have the use of a grass practice wicket this year 
which is very necessary. The rubber wickets are excellent for 
loosening-up against the quicker stuff, but it is hard to combat 
the wiles of Milne when his leg-break bounces several feet 
higher than it should. 

The Committee have been very active, led by that most 
energetic of Secretaries, Vic Payne. We made the usual profit 
from the Leyton Baths' Dance and we hope to be mccessful 
with the Club Dance on Easter Saturday. Cricket gear is very 
expensive now and we trust that all will support the Club 
Dance. It seems that we will be having new caps this year 
on the pattern suggested by Len Macey, and all complaints 
should be addressed to this quarter. High bred not hybrid 
is the cry. It is hoped that we will be able to buy some tickets 
for the Lords and Oval Test'Matches, but nothmg is certain 
yet. We have applied but believe that others have too. 

Mr. Staples, our esteemed scorer for many years, has decided 
to apply his talents to the cutting of notches for the 2nd XI 
this year and their gain is very truly our loss. It is necessary 
for us to obtain a permanent scorer f.or the 1st Xl and if 
anyone would like this job; or has a friend or relation (there 
is a difference), who would like to help us out, his services 
would be greatly appreciated. Please inform any of the Com
mittee if you can help us. 

Bill Barber has also been very busy this Winter, not only in 
getting to the Bank on Saturday mornings, but in compiling 
a very attractive fixture list. There are several new games 
including a first visit to Leigh and Chalkwell. 

I would like to offer the congratulations of us all to the 
Pincombes on the birth of their son. At any moment now we 
shall hear' the call of "Simon" resounding round the Wilderness, 
know that the Campbells have really arrived, and that the 
1953 Cricket Season has truly started. NOLLm. 

BOXING 
THE FEDERATION. 

If we never had a finalist at the Royal Albert Hall we could 
still say, "Well done, Manor." No finer example of Clu~ 
spirit and team work could you see than at the two we~ks of 
preliminary boxing at Manor Place Baths. How good It was 
to see our Old Boys-Sherby Brooks, Johnny Holmes, Alf 
Woollard, Dave. Pettitt, Joe Cov:ley, Bossy Cox, and of course 
instructor Eddie Burke-all takwg turns to second the boys, 
massage them and generally look after them from the moment 
they entered, the place until t~ey left. The show itself, so 
very well organised each evemng, . had a real. Eton ¥anor 
flavour with our own Old Boys playmg such a bIg part. m the 
stewarding. We did no b~tter t~an we expected to tlus year. 
Ten boys were entered, mne bewg starters; four reach.ed the 
Finals. This was a good performance, but our t~am is very 
strong and we rather anticipated such a good showmg. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH. 
Although he lost his contest, the first M,anor boy to. perform 

in this year's championships put up the best scrap of hIS career. 
Young DEREK ANDERSON, in losing to J. Dillon of St. John 
Boseo has never boxed better. He allowed the bustling Dillon 
to di~tate for the first two rounds, but after realising that in 
DilJon he had nothing to fear Derek boxed his head off in the 
last round. VIC COWLEY took very little time to dispose 
of B. Bristow of E.W.R., the bout being stopped after one 
minute's boxing. Vic, a very clean, well-turned-out boxer, 
looked good and was good. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH. 
NICKY GARGANO stopped A. Pettruci of Wellington Col

lege Mission in the second round. Up till the time the referee 
intervened Pettruci had put up a very gallant show, but there 
was clearly only one winner and the referee realised that Nicky 
was about to let loose. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH. 
SO far we could hope for no better progress; three more boys 

through this evening. STAN NOR TON stopped P. McGatty 
of Copenhagen Street in the third round. This looked like 
being a tough scrap, the opposition being tough and wiry; 
nothing to choose in the first round, but in the second Stim's 
powerful punching began to tell; in the third round a couple 
of good hard rIghts put a stop to things. The boys who finally 
reach the final in this weight will deserve their place at the 
Royal Albert Hall, the entry being so large that five separate 
rounds are necessary. 

JOHNNY SMITH outpointed M. O'Neil of South London 
Club. This was rather a dull contest; our boy tried to make a 
fight of it, but O'Neil wouldn't play. Better footwork might 
have helped John to a much quicker victory. DON DREW 
received a walk-over, his opponent being underweight. Pity, 
really; he was itching for a scrap. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH. 
VIC COWLEY continued his brilliant run of successes by 

stopping B. Green of Bradfield Club, another all-action scrap
per and a star performer. Green tore into. Vic right from the 
opening bell, but our man not only met Green with superior 
boxing but came off best in the toe-ta-toe slugging. Green 
was tremendously strong, but eould not be expected to stand 
up to the well-timed right hands from Cowley, and the referee 
stopped the bout in the second round_ 

The tables were turned when our PETE ABLEY met S. 
Crockford of Fairbairn. Crockford, a very well-built lad, was 
fast and could punch with both hands. Pete is to be con
gratulated on lasting until the third round; he made a very 
gallant attempt to box off the stronger and more aggressive 
Fairbairn boy. Pete is now going through the growing stage 
and for the time being might be wise to content himself with 
keeping in trim. He appears to be one of the types that will 
develop into a good 'un later on. 

This completes the first week of boxing. Although only two 
boys have been eliminated, the second week of boxing will be 
the testing time, and we must be prepared for a tough time. 
So far our lads are to be congratulated. 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH. 
Our most disappointing evening-three boys to box and not 

one successful. There could not be two closer contests than ST AN 
NORTON'S and RON TINCEY'S; both lost by the narrowest 
of margins. RON JACKSON was sick and unable to attend 
for boxing. In losing to L. Halt of Repton, Stan Norton did 
all he was asked to do; he attacked the whole time and did not 
stop throwing punches. The only thing against him was poorish 
footwork. Again only a toss of a coin could have separated 
Ran Tincey and T. Martin of Stowe. Ran, too, put up a very 
good show and gave his best. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH. 

NICKY GARGANO received a walk-over, his opponent re· 
parting sick. JOHNNY SMITH was outpointed by D. Thomas 
of Islington North Estate. In losing to this London Schools 
Champion, John gave his best performance to date. He clearly 
won the first round, lost the second, and did not attack enough 
in the third round and lost the bout through his lack of 
ini tia tive. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH. 

Our only boxer this evening, DICKIE MORTON in a 
semi-final gave a brilliant performance to outclass A. M~tthews 
of Upper North Street. Dickie Morton Jnr. gave a really fine 
display of cool boxing, nice footwork and crisp punching. 
Much too good for Matthews. Our first boy home to the 
Royal Albert Hall. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH. 

This final night of preliminary boxing was unquestionably 
our best to date. So far one through to the Final and three 
to perform in this evening's Semi-Finals. DON DREW boxed 
very well and clearly outpointed L. Isdale of Roxonians. VIC 
COWLEY scored another K.O. victory by stopping K. Cooper 
of St. John Bosco in the third round. NICKY GARGANO 
also scored a third round victory over D. Beevor of Crown 
and Manor. Nicky, a southpaw, completely controlled the 
contest with his right hand alone. In every sphere of the' game 
Nicky was so much superior that, apart from saving the 
opponent further punishment, the referee had a dual purpose in 
calling enough midway through the last round. So much for 
the prelims. We now have four first-class lads through to the 
Royal Albert Hall; let's hope the Editor can squeeze in a stop 
press. 
EAST GRIN STEAD REPORT. 

On Saturday, February 14th, a strong team of Club boxers 
met with outstanding success at East Grinstead. Opposition 
provided by the East Grinstead Club, Battersea, Southampton 
and Vauxhall Motors was very strong, and our members did 
extremely well to return five winners and lose only twice. 

NICKY GARGANO was in top form and gave E. 
SA WYER of East Grinstead, this year's Southern Counties 
Champion, a mother and father of a hiding in a special con
test. Sawyer was lucky to go the distance, and the final bell 
came as a blessed relief. ALF' DREW also meted out heavy 
punishment when stopping J. Crawley in the third round of 
their contest; Crawley was no match for the fast-thinking 
Manor boy. VIe COWLEY met with surprisingly good opposi. 
tion in J. Bowler of Southampton. Although a clear winner, 
Vic had to keep on his toes against Bowler, who is at present 
doing well in the A.B.A. Youth Championships. DON DREW 
brought off the family double by outpointing D. Barrie in 
another good contest. PETE ABLEY scored another Manor 
win when outpointing R. Thompson; although the master 
throughout 1.he contest, Pete should have been more aggres
sive. Our first loser, RON JACKSON, was somewhat out
classed by A. Bowler of Southampton, and retired after two 
rounds. Bowler was a better boxer, taller and stronger; against 
such odds he was wise to call it a day. Our only other loser, 
GEORGE LEGERTON, home on leave for the week-end, 
stepped in at the last minute and lost this special contest against 
a Southampton policeman, L. Sparkman, by a narrow margin. 
Georgc seemed to have great difficulty with his timing, and his 
well-known left hooks could not find the target. 

We have at present one of the strongest boxing teams ever, 
if not the dtrong-est. Both juniors and seniors have done 
extremely well this season by not only winning contests but by 
showing up so well against good class opposition. 

"WRlGHT HOOK." 

STOP PRESS-Federation Final Results. 
DON DREW lost to R. Macdonald (Lion), on points, a near 

thing this, Macdonald just the stronger. 
DIOK MORTON lost to B. C. Rall (Repton), on points, an. 

other near thing, verdict could have gone either way. 
VIC 0o.WLEY beat V. R. Kramer (Fairbairn House), on 

points, a terrific scrap, possibly the best of the evening: Oowley 
boxed and fought splendidly throughout. 

NIOKY GARGANO beat L. E. Steers (Bradfield), in the first 
round_ Steers no match for Nicky, who floored his opponent 
with a perfect pun eh to the solar plexus, whioh put him out for 
the oount. 

RIFLE SHOOTING 
At the conclusion of the fifth round of the Federation League 

Competition the Club is still in the lead, even if only a slender 
one at that. Hard on our heels are Crown and Manor and 
Unilever, but if our boys keep up their present standard we 
should manage to retain our position for the final two rounds. 
With an everage of 93, there is eveIY reason to be proud of 
our team, especially after a sixth round score of 471. 

Alan Dover started his attempt to win the Club Champion
ship in fine style with a "possible," the first of the season, and 
was duly rewarded by Major Burge with a silver spoon for his 
efforts. Others are hard on his trail, notably Fred Tredgett 
with 98,98, and 96, and it certainly looks as if this competition 
is going to be a very close thing, probably depending upon the 
odd point or two. Last year we had to abandon the champion
ship competition because a large. number of competitors did 
not complete the necessary number of targets. This year the 
rules have been amended slightly and only five targets need 
to be shot, but they must be fired before the end of the season 
on April 3rd. So, you would-be "tigers," make sure that you 
don't find yourselves out of the competition because of an 
unshot target. 

Through the helpfulness of the Hackney H.G. (194+) Rifle 
Club we were able to fire on a 25 yards range at Hillman Street; 
and the boys who came along obtained some valuable experi
ence which will help a lot when we come to shoot at the 
Bishopsgate Range for the Federation Championship Shield. 
S0l!1~ of our .better sho!s e~tered for t!le N.S.R.A. Badge Com
petitlOn, a stiff test whIch mvolves fitmg four targets. Two of 
the targets are' fired deliberately, and the other two against a 
time limit of 90 seconds for 10 shots, singly loaded. So long 
as one "hurries without rushing" there is really plenty of time, 
but only experience of time-limit shooting can overcome the 
"panic shooting" of the beginners. Howevcr, it says a lot for 
our entries that two of them qualified for senior badges 
although still well within the junior age limit, and they will 
do even better with more experience and practice. 

By the time these notes are in print the House Competition 
will have taken place, and as we have had something like a 
hundred boys along to the range this season, there should be 
no difficulty in the House Captains rasing some good teams. 
This year, for, the first time since the war, the Club will be 
defending the Federation Shield as the holders, and provided 
that the present keenness continues, we have an excellent chance 
of retaining the trophy for another year. The name "Eton 
Manor" appears so many times on the Shield that to let another 
'Club win it is almost unthinkable. It was a great pity that 
Len Yates could. not be with us when we brought it back last 
year. Writing of Len, it is good to learn that he has struck 
sparkling form for the Port Elizabeth R.C. in South Africa. 
One of these days we shall have to arrange a "postal" match 
with his clubj what a pity we cannot have a home and away 
fixture! 

So far it has been a splendid season, and we hope to finish 
even better, but anyone who wishes to achieve success at rifle 
shooting, or any other sport, must remember that it is hard, 
serious training which counts. Skylarking about, whether inside 
the range or out, does not help anyone, ancl can be dangerous. 
Come along and enjoy yourselves by all means, but remember, 
take it seriously. Rifles are dangerous things when mishandled, 
and you will get nowhere fast, except perhaps to hospital
safety comes first. 

"THE MARKSMAN." 
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BOWLS - Season, 1953 
Within a few short weeks the Bowling season w.ilI be with us 

once again, and I would commence these notes With an appeal 
to those members who do not play any other game regularly, 
to come along and join the Bowls Club. 

An immense amount of pleasure' and ke~n. competition can 
be obtained from the game, and opportumtJ.~s to meet. good 
keen sportsmen from other Clubs, who very easlly make friends. 
Don't run away with the idea that the game IS only ~or old 
men; this is a complete myth. Younger people are ~aklng up 
the game seriously all over the country, and are proVIng them
selves much more adept than the majority of the older players. 

I have heard some of our members remark that they didn't 
wish to tie themselves down to play regularly. In that case we 
shall be only too pleased to accommodate them; there are. some 
of us regular members of the Bowls Club who could do With an 
occasional afternoon off, and the more mem,?~rs that w~ have, 
the less becomes the need for anyone to be hed down. rhe 
game can be played on almost every day of the week,. certmnly 
on every evening, besides Saturday and Sunday, and If we had 
sufficient members who were interested I am sure that many 
pleasant evenings could be arranged. The programme f~r 1953 
is a full one, consisting of nearly fifty games, among Wlll~h are 
the annual visit of the Oxford Yeomanry, and the Blcestcr 
Clubs. These two fixtures will be played for the third year 
in succession, and our Bowls Club members have made some 
very firm friends with thcir players, who are. themselves. :I,oW 
great friends of the Club. Two or three mter-ASSoClatlOn 
games have been arranged on our green, the Walthamst.ow 
Association playing the London Parks, and the Lon?on Bowling 
Secretaries' Associations, and the Bowls News playmg the. Tot
tenham Parks Association. It is hoped that the Club Will be 
well represented in these games. 
. I would once again stress that our green on the Wilderr:ess 
has a playing surface second to none, and I am frequently bemg 
asked by outside players why they cannot joi,n our .Club .. It 
would seems that if we go on much longer Wlt~OUt Improvmg 
our small membership that we shall have to serIously consider 
the question of whether we should approach the Management 
to see if something cannot be done about bringing in a lew 
selected players from outside. But believe me, I am sincere 
when I say that this is the last thing we wish to do. 

There will be a General Meeting of the Bowls Club on 
Sunday, March 29th, on the Wilderness, to elect our Officers 
and Committee, and to discuss the arrangements for the forth
coming season. We extend a very hearty welcome to all 
interested members, we can assure you of a happy season among 
a happy crowd of chaps. Please come and give us your support; 
you will not regret It, except perhaps to wish that you had 
come along earlier. 

BOB WHITE. 

SQUASH SECTION 
CUMDERLAND CUP. 

Like many a fancied steeplecha.ser leading with two, fences 
to go, we had not sufficient in reserve to keep our head out 
in front for the final effort and were overtaken at the penulti
mate hurdle, and although we challenged to the maximum 
degree over the last fence were ultimately beaten into second 
place by the narrow margin of one point. So for the second' 
year we have to congratulate the Lensbury Club on gaining 
promotion; and have ourselves to challenge the Wellesley Club 
for the opportunity of following them into Division 2. 

Our substantial lead of seven points at the halfway mark 
was sharply reduced to one following our narrow victory over 
the Naval College and our unexpected defeat by Guy's Hos
pital. ,It was therefore not surprising that, with so much 
depending on the result, considerable tension was evident in 
the return match with Lensbury at Wanstead. 

This w'as indeed a most exciting match, and our hopes were 
running high when at one period we were leading by two ties 
to one. Fred Lee had got safely home against Priestley, whilst 
H. Kablean had been beaten by the Lensbury captain, Thomas, 
but Dodger had restored our hopes with a most impressive 
victory over the left-hander Barnard in five exceptionally hard 
games. It was therefore with confidence that we looked to 

C. Jenkins and R. Jennings to provide us with the much 
coveted third tie. But although both f~ught manfully an.d 
produced the hi~h standa~d that the occas.lOn dem<;nded, their 
opponents had Just that httle extra expencIl<;e which enabled 
them to snatch victory from our grasp, to glVe the match 10 
Lensbury by three ties to two. 
C. Jenkins lost to W. D. N. Vaughan 9-7, 4-9, 6-9, 8-10. 
R. Jennings lost to A. R. Hodges 9-6, 4-9, 5-9, 9-4, 4-9. 
H. Kablean lost to D. R. Thomas 5-9,5-9,8-10. 
F. Lee 'beat L. R. Priestley 4-9, 10-8, 9-2, 9-6. 
A. Hellens beat R. P. Barnard 7-9, 10-9, 9-5, 6-9, 9-7. 

Lensbury confirmed their position at the head of Divisiol! 3 
with a four to one victory over the R;oyal Naval College,. Whilst 
we made sure of being runners-up with a five to l~ye wm over 
London Hospital in the final match of the competitIOn. 
C. ]enkins beat A. P. Fletcher 10-8, 10-9, 9-6. 
R. Jennings beat P. Bodley 9-4, 6-9, 0-9, 9-0, 9-2. 
F. Lee beat E. Mallett 9-4, 9-2, 9-0. 
A. Hellens beat D. M. Scott 10-8, 6-9, 10-8, 9-6. 
R. Hill beat P. Dromgoole 2-9, 9-4, 9-4, 8-10, 9-3. 

TABLE TENNIS 
Firstly it is my duty, to point out to all table tennis players, 

and oth;rs who use the room over the pavilion at the Wilder
ness that unless greater care is taken it might be barred to us. 
It does not take very long to sweep the room, neither does 
it take very long to take back the empty cups to Mrs. Butler. 
It is up to everyone to do their best to keep this room tidy and 
clean, otherwise it will be your own fault if we lose it. Need 
I say more? 
FEDERATION COMPETITION. 

It is a source of considerable satisfaction to the Club and 
myself to report that the Juniors have won their Division, hav
ing gone through the season unbeaten, with just one match 
still to be played-awav to the Brady Club. In point of fact, 
the matches in this competition have been fairly easy, the only 
game in which we met any real opposition being the home 
game with Brady. In this, Frank Barrett, who was unbeaten, 
and Ron Purccll, with two wins, pulled us through. GeOl'ge 
Hartland, for some unknown reason, just could not get going; 
maybe he is saving himself for the return match. 

Regarding the Seniors, we have one match still to play, again 
away, to the Brady Club. This we must win, otherwise there 
will be a play-off between Brady, Hackney and ourselves. My 
own view is that we shall beat Brady and make the play-off 
unnecessary. Brady have one exceptionally good player, but 
the other two are not particularly strong. 

The Old Boys' competition is not very impressive. So far 
we have played two games, winning both by 9-0, and with 
the regular assistance of Ken Beamish wc are unlikely to meet 
defeat in this competition. Ken strengthens our team very 
considerably. 
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

The Old Boys' Club competition has now reached the inter
esting last eight stage, and so far last year's finalists have 
avoided each other. Yes, it looks rather like Beamish v. Moss 
again. Another old reliable in Arthur I-Iayes is still in, and 
he could very easily bring off a surprise. Arthur in form is a 
hard man to beat. 

The Boys' Club Championship is now in full swing, and 
members are responding well to my appeal for the early playing 
off of the matches. Keep it up, lads; get those games played 
off quickly and save the Committee the unpleasant task of 
scratching you for not getting your game played. 
CONGRATULATIONS. 

Ted Wild has been selected to play for East London Juniors, 
and Ken Beamish is representing Essex second team. Con
gratulations and good luck to them both. 
CONCLUSION. 

Finally, don't forget what I wrote in the first paragraph: 
keep that room clean and tidy. It is a grand room possibly 
the best table tennis room for miles. Let us keep it so and 
!et us be a credit to the Club, not a handicap. Keep p;actis
mg lads. 

STAN JOHNSON. 
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HARRIERS' NOTES 
In February we had races which in themselves are quite 

star events bl;lt to us are looked upon as preludes, or sorting. 
out races as It were, for Our own Fed. Champs. The first of 
these was the Southern C.C. Chan;ps. at Aylesford Paper Mills, 
Kent, where we were favoured wIth one of the best organised 
set of races, to say nothing of the splendid refreshments given 
gratis, to some 800 competitors and officials. Our effort'in the 
Youths' race was encouraging, although not quite as good as 
we had hoped. We finished 21st of 31 teams; Tony May was 
our ~rst man home 72nd, Dave LeaI' 112 made very good 
runnmg, and Ted Konopka was well placed in the thirties 
until a ha1f-mile from home when the field hit plough, and 
back hI! went to 11 8. Our others were Alan S tucey 121 J. 
Kirby 159, N. Corper 163. In the Senior Sid Morley was 'our 
sole representative; he finished 132nd in 61 mins. 48 secs., a 
grand performance considering he had never raced over more 
than fiv~ miles an.d never run more than 7i on country. In 
the JUIllor we fiIllshed 24th out of 34 teams, and agaIn the 
performance was passable, taking into account the setbacks we 
have had with our team of 18-21 yean. Keen, recovering from 
'flu, was unable to run; Brian Cole, wisely using the race as a 
training run, finished 88th; Bill Jenner 95, Chips Williamson 
still with the effect of the 'flu, did well at 122, with Derek 
Myers 152, G. Woodgett 156, and still in the process of getting 
back after the spell of National Service. 

February 26th. The Old Boys' Fed. Road Race was disap
pointing in two respects: (1) only eleven of the eighteen Old 
Boys entered put in an appearance; (2) only one other club 
(John Benn, the promoting club) fielded a team. However, a 
very close race ensued, with Manor "A" beating John Benn by 
2 points. Ron Lambert, the Middlesex runner, was 1st/ fol
lowed by the Manor trio running as one man. Manor placmgs : 

"A" Team: B. Cole, S. Morley, G. Smith tied second; R. 
Skelsey 9th; R. Williamson 10th. 

"B" Team: D. Myers 12; E. Smeeton 13th; A. Wood 14th; 
L. Golding 15th; H. Spraggs 17th. 

In our last race, two days later, the North London Champs., 
we again were scraping the pot for a team. However, eight 
had a go, and although we did not cover ourselves with glory 
we were not disgraced. 

Manor placings: S. Morley 20; G. Smith 34; P. Keen 64; 
H. Hart 79; C. Pitman 83; L. Golding 86; D. Myers 
91; G. Woodgett 95. 

Alan Stacey has started his National Service in the Marines. 
Alan has been running quite well this season, and he takes 
with him the good wishes of us all. 

Old Harriers will be pleased to hear that Joe Arend is now 
out and about after a spell in hospital following a spinal 
operation. He hopes to be well enough to come to the Fed. 
C.C. LEs GOLDING. 

Our heartiest congratulations to Les Golding on being 
elected to the A.A.A. Southern Committee. It was rather a 
coincidence that CHIN-WAG arrived with this news the day 
following a very pleasant evening at Snow Hill Police Station, 
where the International Sports Fellowship put on a film of the 
Olympic Games, mostlv in slow motion to show the styles and 
techmques of the competitors. Jack Crump and the President 
of the Middlesex A.A., who are members, were among those 
present, and all the time it was in progress I was thinking how 
much Les and some of our runners would have enjoyed seeing 
it. The discus, javelin, shot putting, high jump, long jump, 
pole vault, hop, step and jump, and long distance running 
~ere very instructive and interestin&", and I hope if they put 
It on at any of the County Associations or the Sports Fellow
ship again some of our lads will be able to see them. The 

other film was a coloured one showing the Olympic swimming 
and diving, commented on by Dr. KendaIl. It was very 
e\Xciting;as you know, many' records were broken and the 
diving was superb. I often wonder why more members of the 
Manor are not members of the International Sports Fellowship. 
Harry and Fred MalIin, Sandy Duncan and I are members, 
but it is open to any member of our Club. It costs 5/- a year, 
has very interesting monthly meetings! and several sporting 
events, mdoors and out. Most internatIOnals past and present 
are. membe.rs, an:l it has for its object the fostering of Inter
natIonal fl'lendshlp through sport. Most of our members will 
agree there is a grand fellowship in sport, and it widens one's 
ol.!tlook to I?eet other sports people away from the Club,. I 
might mentIOn how well the Manor are thought of in the 
Fellowship. After seeing the films at Snow Hili Police Station 
we were the guests of the City Police at Bishopsgate, and a 
very interesting visit it proved. The next meeting is an old 
time smoking concert, and in April the Fellowship are guests 
of another member, Tom Whittaker, at Highbury Stadium. 

. Unfort,un.ately I h~Ne been unable to see any of the Federa
tIOn prehmmal'les thiS year, but I understand the standard is 
higher than it has been for many years. By the time you 
receive this copy of CHIN-WAG you will know how the Club 
has fared, but so far we have four finalists. The great event 

,of the year will be the Inter-Club boxing match between New 
York and the Federation at the Empress Hall on April 8th, 
and with luck we should manage to get representation for our 
Club. The boxing so far this season has been well attended, 
and their section has every reason to be pleased with their 
achievements so far. We are still looking for an A.B.A. cham
pion, and who knows, perhaps this year, or next? 

The football chasers staged 'a very successful dinner and 
dance on Saturday, 21st February. The meal was prepared by 
themselves in order to keep the price down to enable every 
playing footballer to attend. As it proved, it was well sup
ported, and next year it is hoped that old timers as weI! will be 
invited. If this is done they will need the Albert Hall; about 
eleven teams down the ages means a lot of old players. One 
could conjure up a few famous names-Arthur Hudgell, playing 
as well as ever for Sunderland; Bert Lutherloch, 'Spurs, Alder
shot and Luton; Len Wills, Arsenal; Jim Lcwis, The Avenue; 
John Forder, Crystal Palace; Tiny Turpin, Leytonstone; Gil 
Medcalf; and many, many others who stayed with the Club. 
But what a night it could make. If we went a little further 
back onc could think of many more, and if we look around 
our Veterans they must all have played at some time or other,. 
Well, carry on, footballers, and see what can be done. In the 
meantime, win the London League Shield again, and better 
luck as far as gates and injuries are concerned. You certainly 
deserve better luck. ' 

Talking of Jimmy Lewis, I was a.t the "Guardian" Ball re
cently; several Manor boys were there, and Jimmy introduced 
members of the Avenue team. They all said "Good evening, 
everybody," and even Jimmy failed to be more eloquent. They 
were obviously happier with a different kind of ball, and I was 
with them all the way. ' 

In the programme there was a good story. Here it is. Extract 
from a football report written by the new cub reporter: 
"Lewis quickly fastened on, dashed through the middle with 
the ball at his toes, but suddenly lost his head and shot it over 
the bar." 

Editor's Note.-Readers and members will be interested to 
learn that there is every possibility of the Olympic Film being 
sh?wn at the 91,ub <?n Thursday, 19th March. Th.esuggested 
pnce for admISSion IS 2/6, and all the proceeds w1l1 begivcn 
tC!' the f~nd which has been or~anised for. the dependents of 
Blll Achllle, of Shaftesbury Harners, who died recently. Achille 
was a very fine high jumper, twice Middlesex County cham
pion, and competed in our Floodlit Meeting. He was a school
master at Enfield Road School, Dalston, where he took a keen 
interest in athletics, and was a very good friend of the Club. 
If it is possible to put this film on at the Club details will be 
given on the notice boards. 
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Jimmy Thwaitesj'wtiting from Sarnia, Ontario: Many thanks 
for your letter and the good news of the Club. I have some 
good news myself. I shall be going to Windsor, Ontario, on 
March 11th, for my ~nal interview with the America,n G,onsul, 
and provided that thmgs go well I shall be able to hve 1ll the 
U .S.A. I intend to' go to Toledo first, as three other chaps 
in OUT football team are already there, and as the Toledo team 
are sponsored by a tha'n who owns a large factory there I have 
a chance of getting work fairly quic~ly and ~nding my feet 
as it were. A turn-up for the book IS that, If all goes 'Yell 
and I get into the Toled9 .team, I shall be playing 3Lgrunst 
Liverpool F.C. when they Vl31t Canada and the States thIs sum
mer; they should bring a cricket scoreboard along with them to 
keep the score! 

I would love to be able to come home for the Coronation, 
but I am afraid that I shall have to be satisfied with seeing it 
on the newsreels. 

This winter in the part of Canada where I live has been the 
mildest since I came out over four years ago, and as far as I 
am concerned it can stay that way; winter in Canada can be 
pretty grim at times. I receive the CHIN-WAG regularly, and 
eagerly read it, although I must confess that there are many 
names mentioned now which I do not know at all. How 
time flies; I guess I have been away a long time. Even Bill 
Collins has joined the married ranks. I would like to hear 
from the son of a gun if he should read these notes. I shall 
write again when I have more news. All being well, I hope to 
pay a visit to Sally and Ivor Thompson this summer. Sincere 
regards to all myoid friend at the Club. U.T.M. 

George Howlett, writing from Sydney, Australia:. I trust 
. that you are all well, and that the boys of the Manor have 

started off on the right foot for another sUC(lessful year. I 
gather that the weather in England has been very bad. I 

'cannot understand the weather here-the summer is almost 
over and we have had only aD odd sunny day or two. I am 
not complaining. I wish that all our summers were the same. 
It is a change not having to water the garden every evening 
just to keep the stuff alive, and it would not surprise me if 
the Water Board put the rates up on account of so little water 
being used ! You will be glad to learn that the Shimmen 
family are happily settled in their new home; we manage to see 
them most week-ends-we are only eight miles apart. Albert 
now has the gardening bug, and has a ni.ce garden with lots 
of stuff planted out. The South Africans have done very well in 
the Tests, much better than they were expected to do, and 
showed up several weaknesses in Australia's team. Johnson, 
the English lightweight champion, gave our champion a boxing 
lesson recently out here, and surely gave some of the shrewd 
'people a shock. Before the fight the newspapers termed 
Johnson a "raw prawn," and according to them he was a "push 
over." There has been much haggling here about the Olympic 
Games to be held in Melbourne in 1956; there will be a lot of 
fun when it does happen. Our people do not seem to be very 
good about these things; the State Championships were con
sidered to be a bit of a mess up; they will have to do better 
than this for the Olympics. Good wishes and the best of luck 
to you all. 

L/CpL Ken Lowe writes from Chester: Many thanks for 
sending CHIN-WAG along so regularly. Chester is too far to 
get home more often) but hopes to see all his friends at Easter. 
Very glad to see BIlly Wells and Harry Lee doing so. well 
for the 1st team. Hopes to be playing for the Olub next season 
but has got to do an awful lot of training. 

Gunner Dennis Clarke writes from Kowloon: I embarked 
at Southampton on the 8th of January and am now at Kowloon 
CJ;!.ina. We are situated up in the new territories about 30 
mIles from the town of Kowloon, in a valley surrounded by 
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mountain~ .. , Abou,t\ jive dr six rp~les· the other side of the 
mountains is Commtmist China. Just recently, on the 14th of 
this month the Reds celebrated their New Year which falls on 
that day, a~d all night they' were letting off fire crackers. 

.The regiment is very keen on athletics, ~nd ~s soon as we 
arrived at this camp they were around askmg 1£ anyone was 
interested. Well, I stuck my hand up, and before I knew 
anything I was in a trial for the team. To .cut .a long story 
short I had a race or two and am now runmng m the team. 
I shall not be at this address for long, but I shall let you 
know as soon a~ I change. Up the Manor. 

Signalman Len Hough writes from the Middle East.: Has 
heard from his friend Terry Gooch in Malaya, and IS now 
going to do a spot of bandit hunting himself in Kenya. Very 
glad to hear that all the football teams are doing well. 

L/Cpl. Tom Jones writes from Pusan: Many thanks for the 
photos and copy of the Cricketer. About 40 Fusiliers crune 
down from the line yesterday to get the next boat home, and 
guess whom was among them? Terry Needham, and you 
should have seen him. He was blacj{ with dirt, his clothes 
were ripped, and he had about three days' ~owth. 
Anyway, it was grand seeing him, and he should be home 
about mid-March. I guess he will have a few tales to tell 
you. 

I am going to Japan to-morrow to escort a prisoner who 
has received 90 days. So that will be another name to add to 
my list of lands I've seen or been to. For a National Service
man, I have seen a lot of the world. 

Please give my congratulations to Freddy Cl ark, George 
Gatward, Scotty Garrett and John Alexander on being selected 

. for the FederatlOn football team. 
The weather here is very cold now. I was on duty on the 

main gate at 0630 hours this morning and there was no fuel 
for the fire; and, do you know, within· five minutes ·the ink in 
my pen and bottle were frozen solid, not forgetting myself. 
Pay Parade is just about to start, so cheerio, and Up the Manor. 

In another letter Tom Jbnes writes: . You seem to be under 
a misunderstanding about my Boxing Day effort. I was not 
locked up; all I got was a reprimand. In other words-Black 
Mark, Tom! It is good to learn that the Boys' Club football 
teams are having such a good season, and I hope that by the 
end of the season there will be many new cups on the shelve:oo, 
and some of the old ones. I was glad to learn that cricket 
practice has already started for some on the Wilderness. A 
wonderful though, although I shall not be able to play my
self. I will keep busy running up and down the hills keeping 
fit for the 1954 season. . 

After the Boxing Day episode I have transferred from the 
Security Police to the Regimental Police. I was getting a little 
fed up with being on all night duties, and although the new 
job is much harder, I am happier, and lead a more normal 
life, and do get a night out occasionally. Thanks a lot for the 
wonderful help that you have given me since I have been out; 
the books have been a great thing, and the offer of a radio 
is simply terrific-it is something that we shall all enjoy 
tremendously. 

March 23rd, March 24th-

OPEN NIGHTS 
Art 
Drama 
Boxing 

Physical Training First Aid 
Floodlit Training in Athletics 
Football Rugby Football 

EXHIBITIONS 
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UP, UP THE MANOR 
Just a year ago, I wrote in the magazine that the Harriers, 

in winning all three of the Federation Cross-Country events
Old Boys, Senior, and Junior-had put up a record which 
would never be beaten. Twelve months later it is my task, 
pleasant though it is, to admit that I was wrong. On another 
page will be found the full report of the Federation Cross

. Country Championships for 1953, from which it will be seen 
that Eton Manor actually improved upon this record. 

Due to a change in policy regarding this event, Clubs are 
now permitted to enter two teams if they so desire; and such 
is the strength and enthusiasm of our Harriers that the Club 
had no difficulty in raising two teams for each race. 

Before the race, like the tipsters in the daily newspapers, I 
wen t around the various "stables" trying to get some sort of 
a guide as to the respective hopes of the teams. Les Golding 
and his many helpers were quietly confident that we would win 
the Junior event with our "A" team, and possibly have the 
individual winner in Bill Croome. They were not so optimistic 
about the Seniors, but thought that they had a fair chance, and 
that they would as usual win the Old Boys. Crown and Manor 
were quite hopeful about their three teams, that they would be 
placed in each, and might possibly win the Junior. Canterbury, 
Oxford and Bermondsey were a little "cagey," but there was 
no doubt that they were hopeful of providing the individual 
winner of the Junior race with Adkins, who ran such a blindcr 
to win the Fed. half mile on the track last summer. For the 
first time for many years Fairbairn were peorly represented, 
and would not be competing in the Senior event; John Benn 
Hostel had high hopes of winning the Senior event, and of 
providing the individual winner. The remaining Clubs were 
not terribly optimistic, but were "having a go" in the true spirit 
of the Fed. 

And so to the actual races, the results of which exceeded our 
wildest expectations-first and second in the Junior event; first 
in thc Senior event; and first and third in the Old Boys. Well, 
there is still something left for the Harriers to aim at, to have 
the first two teams in each event! That will be one of the 
greatest days in the history of the Club and the Harriers. 

The outstanding features in this wonderful afternoon for the 
Club was to watch Bill Croome, Adkins, of Canterbury, and 
Irons, of Crown and Manor, without doubt the three best 
runners in the Junior race, run themselves silly and into the 
ground, just because they tried to make a race of it between 
themselves, with disastrous results to them all. To watch Nick 
Holness and Rex Gray shepherding the Manor pack, and refus
ing to be "panicked" into a faster pace than they knew they 
could make. To watch the pair of them finish hand in hand 
well ahead of anyone else, and the "after vou Claude" action 
of Nick Holness in pushing the younger Rex Gray into the 
"funnel" in front of himself at the finish. To watch the gallant 
efforts of Tony May in the Senior race. Obviously a long way 
below his best, Tony battled on gamely and courageously to 
finish third, and the great "packing" of the team. To watch the 
battle between Sid Morley and George Smith in the Old Boys' 
race, with Sid winning quite comfortably, and George kidding 
"Chips" Williamson and Ron Skelsey along, and even allowing 
them to finish in front of him. 

Yes,a great afternoon for the Manor; a credit to a wonderful 
bunch of runners and helpers. It is a long winter season, and it 

is not every runner's "cup of tea" to get out on the roads on 
the cold, dark, and wet winter evenings. But once again it 
was proved that all else being equal, it is the fittest team that 
wins the Cross-Country race. If any proof is needed for this 
statement, just consider that even if we had withdrawn our six: 
best runners from the Junior event we should have still won 
the race I Even so, I am bold enough to think that if the 
race were to be run again next week, and Messrs. Croome, 
Adkins, and Irons were to adopt different tactics, the individual 
placings would be considerably altered. 

The race over, there were the usual congratulations to all 
and sundry; there were the various reasons offered for the 
Manor's great success. But it' can all be summed up in the 
remarks of onc very well-known personality in Boys' Clubs who 
was heard to, remark: "Eton Manor have a wonderful crowd of 
Old Boys to look after their ·runners." How true this is, and 
what a great compliment to Les. Golding, Jim Perk ins, and 
the many others who do such a magnificent job with the lads. 
And equally true it could be with the other Fed. Clubs. Let 
them also encourage their Old Boys to take a bigger interest 
in running and controlling the activities of' the Boys' Clubs 
through the various sections. If it is good for Eton Manor to 
do it, then it should be good enough for the other Clubs. When 
this happens, the opposition, at least as far as the Harriers are 
concerned, will be all the stronger and the better for the Clubs 
and the Federation. THE EDITOR. 

TO ALL BOYS 
FIRST CAMP MEETING, 1953, will be at the Club 

FRIDAY, MAY 15th, 8.45 p.m. 
1953 Campers ple;lse attend-Non-Camperswelcome 

BOYS' CLUB CAMPS are going through a very critical stag~, 
there is a terrific eompetition and the modern boy might b(l 
forgiven for choosing what would appear to be a more glamorou~ 
holiday. On the face of things the young Club member· still 
attending school might appear stupid choosing a Club tented 
Camp tucked away in the country, when his school can offer 'him 
ten days in Switzerland or a Continental Tour! The older Club 
member with the thought of National Service in mind probably 
prefers the "restful" comfort of the luxury Holiday Camp. 
Although we would be the last to dissuade a boy from travelling 
abroad, we feel duty bound to impress all others with the many 
advantages of Club Camp. Like many other things about Club 
life, Camp has a tradition. There are no lush broohures and a 
display of multi ooloured posters. There are no dance halls at 
Club Camp, with soft lights and sweet musio, no nearby cinemfili 
or ice creaIn parlours. There is, however, a large open-air swim. 
ming pool, miles and miles of open eountry, football and cricket 
pitches, indoor games barn, a games organisation that is second 
to none, an abundanoe of good solid food and oountless other 
advantages for the healthy youngster. The difference of course is 
quite simple, for one holiday you need a pocket lined with pound 
notes, for the other you need but a few shillings pocket money. 

Tradition is a thing you oannot buy, or sell. The Holiday 
Camp de Posh can" Bell" you a holiday with the promise of. all 
manner of things from a cup of. tea in bed to a dance hall within 
a minute of your chalet If you can afford it there is a lot to be 
said for this type of holiday, and it is available to you for as 
many years as you care to go. With Club Camp your attend. 
anees are llmited to your life in the Boys' Club, and how many 
have regretted wasting their chaneeA 1 You come away with us 
because you have heard others tell of the good times, the routine 
appeals to you with the morning dip before breakfast, sing song 
and supper in the Marqnee, round the Camp race, novelty swim
ming races, the never ending search for the mystery lake, Bnd the 
annual letting down of tents (a thing that is just not allowed! ! !) 

Nowadays the sehoolboy member might seem to prefer his 
Continental Tour, but for the mum and dad who cannot meet 
such an expense why not fifty bob's worth of Club Camp 1 The 
older member would be wise to turn his money over and hesitate 
before sending that £2 deposit to the Holiday Camp, add another 
pound to that deposit and you bave your entire Club Camp fee 
paid for the nine days and your return fare in the bargain, and 
you know really there will be an awful lot of oompetition for 
those few beauty queenR parading on the promenarle and you'll 
find that yourfmancss will not keep up with the newly demobbed 
chaps having their first civvy holiday. G.H.E.J. 
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OLD BOYS' and VETERANS' CLUB 
On March 19th sixteen Daintry Street "Old Crabs" fo:

gathered 'at the Duke of York's H.Q. at Chelsea for theIr 
ex-Service Reunion. We were glad to" welcome Mr. Wagg, 
Mr. Villiers, Sir Edward Cadogan and Sir Edward How~rth, 
and a very pleasant evening was sp~nt by all. We I?uch mIssed 
Mr. WeIJesley, but as he was onlY,Just out of hospital after an 
operation he was unable to be WIth us. However, a mes~age 
of greeting was sent from the company and w~, have SIllC~ 
learned that he is on the mend. I am sure all Old 9rabs 
will hope to see Mr. Wellesley restored to full health III due 
time. 

At this season of the year the Committee like to see the 
Indoor Games Championships in their final stages. At Snooker 
Len Macey beat L. Baker two games to one in the final; at 
billiards, the final between Bert Barr;esand A. A. Thompso? 
is to be decided. Here we have a hitch as Mr. ~hompson. IS 
ill and we all hope that he will soon be well agam and give 
B~rt a good run for his money-and a silver ·spoon. "Webbo" 
is in the draughts final! What will that man do next? He 
may come to Blows if his team do not win their usual cup. 
Pushing the modest hal!p~nny we have Alf. L~rbe);' and R. 
Hayes in the final, and It IS hard to say who WIJl WIll. 

Up to the end of August I note that the Otter~ have 32 
water polo fixtures, and all old Otters trust they Will make a 
good splash in every sense of the word. 

Thought about the new name for the Club yet? Shall it 
be E.M. Old Boys or just Eton Manor? Let us know. 

ALF. PEARSON. 

FOOTBALL 
SENIORS 

By the time this article is in print the 1952/3 se~son will 
be practically finished and the result of the FederatlOn Cup 
final will be old news. The Seniors qualified for the Federa
tion :final by beating Elfrida at BeIlingham. Having reached 
these finals the Seniors received "pep" talks from Alf. Ramsey, 
which we hope will have given them that little extra for the 
forthcoming battles against Bexley Heath and WeJIing Minors 
in the London Minor, and Canterbury, Oxford and Bermondsey 
in the Federation final. 

The game against Elfrida proved to be a grim and exacting 
fight. We were perhaps a trifle lucky to get a two goal lead 
within 15 minutes of the kick-off. The :first goal came when 
Pat Caparn took a shot from 35 yards, and although the goal
keeper appeared to have the shot covered, the ball did a violent 
swerve at the last moment and beat him. Very soon after, 
John Alexander scored from the right wing from what looked 
to be a harmless centre, the ball soared over the goalkeeper's 
head into the net. We maintained this two-goal lead until 
just before half-time when a shot hit the crossbar and from 
the rebound the ball was scrambled into our net. It was mainly 
due to our defence, who had played magnificently durin.~ this 
period, that we were leading. Our forwards, with Ted Yeend 
limping about from a recurrence of an injury to his ankle, 
could not really get going, although much of this was due to 
the first-time tactics of the opposing defence. After the change
over, John Alexander changed places with Ted Yeend, the 
cross-wind taking most of the play onto this wing. Elfrida's 
forwards who, encouraged by a couple of hundred supporters 
yelling themselves hoarse, went all out for the equaliser, but 
our defence rose to the occasion and prevented any dangerous 

shots and broke up any promising movements: Our forwards 
were unable to' make use o~ the exceIIe~t service and support 
they received from our wmg-hal,:,es Btl~ Worrow and lSen 
Knowles because of the do-or-dIe tactics of the opposmg 
defence.' Alexander's speed would ~ave pro~uced results, how
ever, if he had remained on the wmg, ~ut It was le~t to 1ed 
Yeend to increase our lead, when he cut III from the nght wlllg 
which caught EIfrida defend.ers ~m the w!ong foot and scored 
with a fine oblique shot. ThiS stirred Elfnda to greater efforts, 
and our defence had a gruelling time for the next fifteen 
minutes. Elfrida were rewarded with another. goal d~ring a 
m~lee which left Jones lying on the ground outSide the sIx-yard 
line. Great credit must b.e given to our ~efenc~, however, for 
not panicking. Elfrida, WIth the crowd stilI yelltng for another 
equaliser, slung everythin!l" into attack, but our defence hung 
on grimly to the final whistle and prevented any further score, 
and we finished worthy winners by three goals to two. 

In the Federatfon league we registered two more wins over 
Rugby and Crown and ¥anor, each. game being won. by a 
solitary goal. These two WillS should give us a clear lead III the 
league. With just one or two league games. and the two cup 
finals left to play, the season has been a. fairly suc:;essful onc 
for the Seniors, but for the other two Semor teams It ha.s bee? 
a little difficult in the Dalston League. The standard III thiS 
league has been too high for both of these tea~s. If the 
Federation would aIlow us to play another team m anothcr 
division it would solve the problem of getting the right type of 
football for lads of 16 to 18 years, since there are no leagues 
which cater except the Federation for that age group .. By the 
time the 1953/4 season opens we hope to have remedied that, 
however, and look forward to another successful season. 

F.G.L. 

IMPORTANT. WATCH THE NOTICE BOARD FOR THE 
DATE WHEN ALL FOOTBALL SHIRTS ARE TO BE 
RETURNED. DARK AND LIGHT BLUE AND RED, 
SOME OF THESE HAVE BEEN MISSING SINCE LAST 
YEAR. 

LONDON MINOR "A" CUP COMPETITION FINAL 
BEXLEY HEATH AND WELLING versus ETON MANOR 

THE VALLEY, CHARL TON, S.E. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 23rd. KICK-OFF 6.30 p.m. 

JUNIORS 
Queen's United, the Juniors' opponents on the first Saturday 

in the month, provided a rather weakened Junior team with 
good opposition and the 2-1 score in our favour was a fair 
result. The second game of the month was a semi-final of the 
Leyton and District Cup against Ruckholt Y.C. The Juniors 
did very weIJ in winning, as Ruckholt fielded, which they wcre 
entitled to do, an under-18 side which included several of their 
first team. Ron Kelner had a gala day in scoring a hat-trick, 
his third goal coming in the very last seconds of the second
half of extra time. Ran was deputising at centre-forward for 
John Harvey, who was an unwiJIing spectator through inJury. 

On the 21st of the month we met Rugby in the Semi-Final 
of the Federation Junior Cup at BeIJingham, and a most thriII
ing game resulted. Rugby are a greatly improved side since 
our first meeting early in the season, when we beat them by 
8-1. We took an early lead when John Harvey, at centre
forward, scored a wonderful goal after a solo run. John's shot 
from 15 yards or so was so hard that although it went directly 
above the Rugby goalkeeper's head he had little chance of 
parrying the baIl. John cmulated Ron's feat of the previous 
week in scoring three goals, and we are indeed fortunate in 
having two such effective goalscorers for the centre-forward 
position. We took the lead three times during the course of the 
game, and indeed five minutes from the end of the normal 
90 minutes, we were leading by 2 ,goals to 1, and we looked 
to be safely home. However, it was not to be, because at that 
stage of the game, a team member who would perhaps prefer 
to remain anonymous, handled the ball in our penalty area, 
and gave away a penalty from which Rugby scored an equalis
ing goal and so forced extra-time. At the time of the handling 
offence the Manor goal, was not in great danger, and it seemed 
a pity that it should have to exact such dire retribution. I 
have heard it said of the incident, that the handling was 
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"unnecessary," but I cannot agree with the inference contained 
in this description' that handling the baIl can in some circum
staces be justified. To handle the ball is just as much a foul, 
and as much to be deprecated, as it is to push an opponent off 
the ball. The Juniors did once again take the lead in extra
time, but Rugby equalised shortly afterwards with a good goal, 
and lived to fight another day. For the Club, Ran Kelner 
playing on this occasion at inside-le~t, tried very hard,. but was 
over inclined to faIl back too much m defence, so leavmg John 
Harvey to play a 'more or less lone hand in the centre. Dave 
Birch at left back had a difficult task in facing Rugby's most 
effective player. Dave did extremely well with some excellent 
first-time kicking, but looked a little at sea when called upon 
to tackle. Rugby are a very hard-playing side, and the replay 
will require a little more of the same spirit from some of the 
Juniors if we are to win. 

The last game of the month was a cup-final-the. Leyton 
and District Cup-and our opponents were Ley~on Cormt.hlans. 
The final score of 5-0 in favour of the Jumors was, m my 
opinion about right on the run of the play. The Corinthians 
were a' much bigger side. but rather cumbersome, and hence 
considerably slower than Kelner and company. The first goal 
came after 20 minutes' play and was scored by John Harvey 
after Ran Kelner had hit the crossba'r for the ball to rebound 
to John's feet. A couple of minutes later Ron tried a specula
tive shot from fully 35 yards and a curling ball found the top 
right-hand corner of the net. Play had barely started after 
this goal when the Corinthians 'keeper dropped the ball at 
Ron's fe';t, and we were three goals up and the match virtually 
over as a con test. 

Further goals were scored by Ron Kelner and John Harvey, 
Ron from a penalty, and John with a very good shot On the 
turn from 20 yards when he seemed to have no room for 
such an effort. The 'Manor defence had a fairly eas,>: time, but 
again Dave Birch kicked well, and his partner Calm Hunter 
did all that was asked of him. Ray Whiffen in !(,oal rr:ade .a 
couple of good saves look even better, but despite thIS, hiS 
handling of the ball was first class. The halfback line 0'£ Br; ,:n 
Roberts. John Trickey and BiJI Dodge was strong, With Bill 
outstandi~g for his tackling and prompting of his forwards. Roy 
Reeve at outside-right in the place of Dave Lang;ley, who had 
received a knock the previous week, played With plenty of 
enthusiasm and dash and acted as a foil to the rather too 
academic play of R~y Mould at inside-left. Ray, however, 
tried hard to overcome his natural reluctance to move the ball 
quickly-he wiJ! certa~nly be. a much bet.t~r player when he has 
succeeded in domg thiS. Cynl Lea at outSide-left controlled the 
ball well and occasionally sent across a good centre. 

R.H. 

TABLE TENNIS 
FEDERATION. The Juniors have reached the semi-final stage 

in the competition, whilst the Senio~s have reached the qu.arter
finals. Wh'lst naturally we arc hopmg for the b~st, our bIggest 
obstacle will be, as ,usual, the North West JeWISh Club, who 
never fail to produce a more than useful team each season. 

In the Old Boys' competition we shaH make a start on m?st 
of the outstanding games immediately after Ea~ter, and With 
Ken Beamish now available, and Alan Vale havmg completed 
his National Service with the R.A.F., we should be stronger 
than we have been so far this season. 

I have just received a le.tter from Les Hall after a lon.g 
period of silence, and Les Wishes to be remembered to all h!s 
old friends. In his letter Les asks for any news ~f Denms 
Poulter but not havine; heard from him I am afraid t~at I 
cannot 'help. Should Dennis read this I would. be glad If he 
will get in touch with Les Hall, whose particulars are as 
follows: No. 2533632 L.A.C. Hall, L., "A" Flight, 2~ L.A.A. 
R.A.F. Regt., S.T.A.F., R.A.F., Gutterslon, B.A.O.R. 1::>. 

The various League competitions are now almost completed, 
apart from a few matches, and I hope. to get out ~n account 
of the team's performances t~is season m the n~xt Issue One 
thing however is very certam; we shalI not wm any League 
cups 'or medal~. It looks very much as if we shall have to 
rely upon the Federation competition to provide us with these! 

Keep up the practising, lads. STAN JOHNSON. 

OTTERS' NOTES 
The summer season is nearly here, and the invitations are 

now beginning to roll in. During April. we have the House 
Championships, just to start thi~gs gOl,ng: the Schoolboy 
Section will have a chance of showmg theIr prowess at Heston 
on April 25th and everyone wiII have a chance in a match 
with Neptune ~nd other clubs, at Bethnal Green on April 28th. 

The 1953 Middlesex championships start at Bethnal Green 
on May 29th with the Men's 100 yds. Butterfly, Boys' 100 yds. 
Free Style, and the 100 yds. Breast Stroke. All these event~, 
and many other invitations are open to you; yes, YOU! ThiS 
old water rat will perform with the other ove~ 65's, so get 
your swimming trunks patched up (to comply With the A.S.A. 
laws!) and get down to some realIy hard. work. We have 
talked about it long enough, and I really thmk that there. are 
some who are beginning to believe it. AIl that we need IS a 
few more lads who are prepared to "have a go," to come along 
to the Baths. Incidentally, several of our "up and coming" 
members of the Boys' Club seem to have gone to earth, I hop,e 
only temporarily. It's 'up to you, lads. The challenge IS 
down, let us see you take it up. Let us see if you have the 
guts to make an effort. 

The standard of water polo continues to look interesting, but 
I repeat, don't get too cocky yet; there are a lot more wrinkles 
to be ironed out. During the month we won two matches, 
one was drawn, and the other, a return match with "Fennell's 
Fusiliers," was lost. Through all these matches we met the 
same bogey-passing. On more than one occasion w.e have 
noticed the fellow on the receiving end make a breakaway, and 
then stop to look round for the ball that has landed-plop
right in front of him-a perfect pass and an opportumty lost 
just through a little bit of "inferiority complex"-just one of 
those wrinkles I mentioned earlier. In the match with "!ennell's 
Fusiliers" the great Fennell played f~r the Army SIde, a~d 
with Lofty Barnes unable to play, Bnan Sargent an~ Colm 
Draper filled their places in the Otters team. Both dId very 
wcIl; they were rather handicapped by their inexperience in 
warding off foul play-and there was plenty of It! The 
Army side were out for blood, but judgine; by the grun.ts and 
the anguished looks, they did not exactly have it all the1r own 
way. 'We look forward to meeting them again soon; it is all 
good experience! 

Some new polo. balls have been pu~chase? ar;d are avaqa?le 
-if you fancy trymg your hand at thiS fasclnatmg and excItmg 
sport now is your opportunity-it is a man's game-let us see 
you. 

SQUASH SECTION 
CUMBERLAND Cup-Challenge Match 

By kind permission of the Bank of England Sports Club, our 
Challenge Match with the WeIlesley Club was played at Roe
hampton on Tuesday, March 17th. With so much depending 
on the outcome of this match it was absolutely essential that we 
should be represented by our :fittest and strongest team, and 
it was therefore with reluctance that H. Kablean, who had 
been worried throughout the season with a persistent ankle 
injury, volunteered to stand down. Fred Lee and Dodger 
Hellens were promoted to Nos. 3 and 4 respectively, A. Locke 
came in at No. 5, and together with our usual 1st and 2nd 
strings, C. Jenkins and R. Jennings, the team had a well 
balancecl appearance, with speed and youth in the lead, ex
perience strategically placed to give strength to the centre, and 
more than a little weight to bolster up the rear. This com
bination proved highly successful, and much to our intense joy 
brought us victory and promotion by three ties to two, following 
one of the most exciting and suspense-packed matches that we 
have experienced for a long time. 

We would hesitate to suggest that the spectator experiences 
a greater degree of nervous frustration, excitement and sus
pense than the players on such occasions, but without the 
advantaO'e of a physical outlet to pent-up emotion, apart from 
spontan;ous cheering at the end of each rally. we who were 
watching from the gallery, were most certamly equally ex
hausted at the cnd of this epic struggle. Dodger was the first 
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to challenge and got away in typical terrier style to win the 
first two games without much difficulty. He seemed to be 
comfortably placed for what we hoped would be a three-love 
victory, but took a breather and lost the third. We had little 
cause for concern, however, for with workmanlike efficiency he 
rapidly expelled any ideas of recovery that his opponent may 
have entertained, to win the fourth game at 9-2. This was 
indeed an encouraging start. 

R. Jennings went into court against Dr. n. A. Smith, who 
we at once recognis~d at a particularly "canny" young player 
who had played agamst us for Wanstead some three years ago. 
We also noticed that Reg was bearing a few bruises on his 
legs, and recalled that he had complained of a sore heel before
hand. It appeared that he had been playing football in the 
yard during the luncheon break at work! This needless han
dicap became evident in the first game which went to Smith, 
but may have been directly attributable to the delightful 
squash that Reg produced to take the next two. Smith with 
some beautifully controlled drop shots managed to square the 
match at two all, but Reg regained command to run out at 9-4 
in the final game, and gave us our second victory. A very 
good performance but one which provided us with several very 
anxious moments. 

A. Locke, in the meantime, had been faced with the unusual 
task of contending with an ambidextrous player, who apart from 
his natural advantage, knew a little too much for Archie, and 
it was not surprising· that this tie went to Wellesley in straight 
games. This was the first defeat that Archie had conceded in 
six Cumberland Cup matches this season. We must, however, 
confess that we were at times just a little concerned about the 
eventual state of the walls, which came in for some pretty 
harsh treatment as Archie crashed into them from time to time 
in an all-out effort to retrieve the incessant flow of forehand 
drives from his opponent. 

C. Jenkins was m~tched against C. M. Butler, a very experi
enced and polished County player in the 1st string tie, and 
we felt that the. coveted prize was almost within our grasp 
when at one period Cyril was leading by two games to one, 
only for it to recede again as Butler began gradually to dictate 
the play to draw level and finally to emerge the victor in 
the fifth. 

Whilst this battle was being fought out, Fred Lee's tie with 
H. Aiken had started, and it very soon became clear, to all in 
the gallery that this was to be the match of the evening, and 
would ultimately decide the fortunes of the contesting clubs. 
Here were two exceptionally well matched and talented per
formers, who were not afraid to take the ball early, and hlt it 
hard and low to a length accurately to either corner, varied 
with an occasional drop shot or lob as the situation demanded. 
The pace was fast and furious, Aiken drawing first blood at 
7-9 in the first game, to which Fred replied with equal deter
mination to take the second at 9-7. In the third which he 
took at 9-1. Fred played absolutely inspired squash, a!!"ain at 
speed. whipping the ball out of h!s opponent's reach, vol1eyin~ 
and droppmg the ball to leave AIken standing, and deservedly 
to take the.l~ad by two games to one. This we felt hopefully 
was the WIltlD(( on the wall; but not so, for it was now Ail{en 
who completely dominated the court to win the fourth at 1-9 
and come agaTn to level terms. The sllspenRe and tension in 
the g-allery was now running at fever pitch for it was by this 
time known that everything depended on the result of this tie 
ar;d with thi~ informAtion imparted to them, they set to with ~ 
WIll that dehghted the spectators. Wellesley hopes were hig-h 
when Aiken .was leadi?g by 6-1, but Fred slowly but surely 
overhauled hIm, and WIth a couple of unplayable "nicks" at the 
right time, got home at 9-7. 

The ten~ion then exploded into cheers for both the victor 
and vanqu~shed for a fine performance, and everyone then dis
persed rapIdly to the bar to recover over a well-earned drink. 

C. Jenki.ns lost to C. M. Butler 9-7, 3-9, 9-3, 5-9, 4-9. 
R. Jenmngs beat Dr. D. A. Smith 6-9, 9-5 9-3 5-9 9-4 
F. Lee beat H. Aiken 7-9. 9-7 9-1 1-9 9-7' , , . 
A. Hellens beat Dr. D. Pierse' 9-5,' 9-7,' 4-9: 9-2. 
A. Locke lost to K. Hancock 4-9, 3-9. 5-9. 

So for the second year we have been successful in our 
challenge match, and must offer our heartiest congratulations to 
th.e . ~eam for their efforts in taking us into the Second 
DIVISIon. 

HARRIERS' NOTES 
March has been a busy month with several i~portant fixtures 

all leading up to the Fed. championships, and in these various 
events our runners have certainly shown more of the form of 
which we know them to be capable. In the Ilford· Relay, an 
event which annually attracts the strongest clubs in the South, 
there was an entry this year of 33 teams, and it was most 
gratifying to not only find the team of ten but have two 
reserves on hand. Our lads were 19th, which doesn't sound 
much to the uninitiated but is quite good considering the 
opposition, and more pleasing still we improved on our previous 
best time by over 4 minutes. 

Against our old rivals, Shaftesbury Harriers, who now rank 
as one of the leading clubs, we fielded almost our full strength, 
and were narrowly beaten by only two points; indeed, but for 
a desperate effort by the Shaftesbury No. 1, Hunt, who overtook 
both Brian Gale and George Smith, the result would have been 
a tie. This race was run as usual in conjunction with the 
Crossley Cup, which was won by Ted Konoplca, who also took 
the handicap medal since he managed to achieve an improve
ment of 64 secs. over his previous best. In the Loughton Relay 
not only did we retain the trophy we won la~t year but created 
a new record for the course. Our team of George Smith, Peter 
Keen, Ron Skelsey, Brian Cole. "Chips" WiIliamwn, and Sid 
Morley, ran extremely well. George Smith running the first 
"lc~" set up a new lap record of 11 mins. 2 secs .. 

There was much satisfaction over our victories in the Fed. 
but in achieving these I personally derived much pleasure from 
several instances of the real club spirit. Colin Daniel rang me 
in the morning, saying that he had heard we were short and 
could he run? Bo~ St:-ibling,. who does not like the country, 
came along- with 'hIS kIt as hIS name was on the list and he 
felt he might be needed. Ross Thomas and Dave Marsh both 
rugby fans, divided between a depleted XV and an ~Imost 
non-existent "B" team, decided to toss for it-one to play 
rugby, the other to run-and Ross managed to complete the 
scoring for the "Bs." Then Nick Holness' sporting gesture 
when, having overtaken young Rex Gray in the run-in, he en: 
couraged him along and then pushed him through the funnel 
first. Lastly the wonderful support of all the veterans including 
Joe Arend, and Percy M'cNeir, who again turned up 'to suppo;t 
and help mark the course. All these add up to make days like 
these a very happy one for the Hon. Secretary. Thanks a 
lot, chaps. 

LES GOLDING. 

THE FEDERATION CROSS COUNTRY 

Once agai~ w,e have .come to .the end of a cross-country 
season,. cuh::rllnatlllg as IS usual III the Federation's annual 
champlOnshlps, run over the traditional course at Chingford, 
that graveyard of. so many of our hopes and yet equally the 
scene .of many ~flump~s over the years. One could not help 
r~flect1l1g on thIS particular afternoon how little the Federa
lion. events change from. year to year, for each has its own 
specla~ appeal an? ~o~tmues on the well defined pattern; 
refiechng, too, on mdlvldu.als. Frar,rk Mann, Billy Boulter. Len 
Clempson, Harry Hart, WIlf Coppmg, Bert Cole, Ran Bridges, 
and many another-all those whom. at one time or another 
we ~ave seen gallantly striding to a brilliant victory or proudly 
le~dll:g a Mano~ team to claim the honours. For the youngsters 
thts l~ the t~s~lD~ day; the finale of all those hard, often 
gruelh~g, traIDmg runs put in during the course of the long
dark v.:IDt~r. For the veterans. watching with keen, appraising, 
enthus'astlc, and yet often critical eyes this is one of the days 
w~e!1 they recapture the spirit of lost youth and live again the 
stlrrlDll" struggles of the past. 

This year I think it can be said tha,t he had more hope 
tha~ confidenc,7' yet how is the critic confounded! Once 
all"am our l~ds brought home the bacon"-a tremendous triple 
tnumph WhICh not only. emulated, but even eclipsed, last year's 
reco;-,d. L~t no one tl1l,nk that victory was easily gained, for 
the fields for the S~mor and Junior races were very large
probably the largest smc~ the war; and yet the blue and white 
hoops were clearly dommant throughout-so much so in the 
JunIor race that one well-known Club Manap'er looked stood 
and wondered. '"" . , 

April, 1953 OHIN-WAG 5 
--------------------~~~~--------------------~ 

The one disappointment was, I think Billy Croome's failure 
in ~he Junior. race. Billy has trained s~ hard and run so well 
dur~ng the wmter that he was an obvious favourite; yet once 
a!]am plans went awry, and although he was in the leading 
tIl? at hal~way, that was. the ,~ast we saw. of him, for Billy 
rellred ! mIle from the fimsh. The best laId schemes of mice 
and men gang oft agley," wrote Robbie Burns-so it was with 
Bi!ly; it just wasn't his day, and in all honesty that's all I 
thmk we can say about it. The big surprise was, of course, 
when the field came over the hill towards the finish and we 
saw young long-striding Rex Gray overtaking the lea'der hand 
over fist, closely followed by team-mate Nick Holness and 
both ran home to take the major honours. Our placings; "A" 
N. Holness 2nd, T. Newman 4th, A. Bacon 12th, T. Crouch 
15th-total 33 pts.-1st (other members of this team were 
D. Warner 16th and Billy Croome (retired)). The "B" team: 
R. Gray 1st, D. Denham 7th, I. Wraith 18th, J. Austin 23rd 
-total 49 pts.-2nd (other members of this team :D. Giles 
38t):1, P. Clark 43rd). Sixteen team competed, with 94 runners 
takmg part. Crown and Manor "A" were third with 52 pts. 
As Mr. Villiers remarked, the Harriers will never live down 
the fact that the 6th man in the second team ran away with 
the. ~ace! ~ex is barely 15 ar;d has done very little country 
trammg owmg tu other commItments and moreover is more 
inclined for track work, and the com~ittee felt that the first 
team places should go to those with more experience over the 
course. We shall hear more of this lad, so make a note of 
the name. 

Tony May and Ted Konopka were always up with the 
leaders in the Senior race until the closing stages, and with 
Dave Lear rur;ning in inspired mood just in the rear, and Nigel 
Carpel' as rehable as ever, the team honours were never in 
·doubt. Tony, of course, has been out of form this winter, and 
there was a doubt a few days before the race as to whether he 
could run. However, that he did so and moreover led his team 
to well-deserved victory reflects to his credit-but one cannot 
help feeling that Tony in his old form would have shown this 
crowd what running could really be. . . . Colin Daniel, who 
of course is better known as a long jumper, once again demon
strated his wonderful club spirit by volunteering to run in the 
second team, and although he has had only one run over the 
course this year, he battled it out and actually beat Nigel 
Corper in the rtin in-a superlative effort from a very fine 
member. While we produce Colin Daniels this old Club will 
have nothing to fear in any sphere of its activity, for here is the 
real Manor "have a go." "do or die," spirit. 

Senior result: Eton Manor <lA": A. May 3rd, E. Konopka 
4th. D. Lear 5th, N. Carpel' 11 th-23 pt:.-1st. The re
maining member of this team, Jim Kirby, was 18th. John 
Benn Club were 2nd with 35 pts. 

The "B" team places: C. Daniel 10th, R. Stanlick 41st, T. 
·Saieh 44th, R. Thomas 49th-144 pts.-9th in team result. 
Sixteen teams competed, with 72 runners taking part. 

The Old Boys' Race went much as expected. With Ran 
Lambert (John Benn) the Middlesex County runner unavoid
ably absent-he was running for his firm-the way was clear 
for a Manor individual win and SidMorlev made no mistake. 
"Chips" WilIiamson, again demonstrating his stamina over this 
favourite course was 2nd, Ron Skelsey 3rd (stran.ge how Ran 
runs into form at this time of year) and George Smith playing 
a captain's part as whipper-in, was 4th. Brian Cole and Bill 
Jenner were unaccountably to· the rear, while our two ever
green veterans, Harry Hart and Les Golding, who both must 
surely know every blade of grass on this course, saw to it that 
the Manor "B" took 3rd place. 

Up the Harriers! Now for the track and new fields to 
conquer! "AJAX" 

BOXING 
During March the Boxing Club achieved what must rate as 

the Section's finest performance for many years. Two boxers 
entered the N.E. Division A.B.A. Championships, and both 
were successful in their bid for title honours. In this particular 
instance it was really quite an achievement as the entry in 
both weights was exceptionally big, and our boxers each had 
three contests agf\inst good-class men. rn the featherweight 

final Alf Drew scored a grand victory over East Ham's L. 
Wilson; this was a grand scrap and ended with the packed 
house stamping their feet in appreciation. Alf had previously 
beaten J. Wakefield of Fords in the second round, and R. 
Taylor of Norwich on points. In winning the light-welter final 
Nicky Gargano outclassed R. Tungate of Fah'bairn, and L. 
Batterham in the semi-final, but in his very first contest he was 
extended by R. Murray of Repton, a fellow international. 

Will 1953 give us our first A.B.A. Champion in many y~ars? 
At the London Area A.B.A. Championships held at Earls Court 
on March 25th, Nicky overcame yet another obstacle on the 
path to Wembley. In brilliant form he stopped divisional 
champion ~. Murphy in the third :ound, and the same evening 
gave a bOXJll(( lesson to L. Walsh ID the final. This now takes 
him into the last four at the Empire Pool, Wembley, on Friday, 
April 24th, where he does battle late that afternoon in the 
semi-final, and should he succeed his Great Britain final takes 
place, possibly before the T.V. cameras, again the same eyen~ 
ing. This las~ foul' will i,nclude. the London Area Champion, 
Imperial Services ChampIOn, Wlllner of Scotland ·Y. Northern 
Counties, and winner of Wales v. Midland Counties. AIf Drew 
dropped a points decision to L. Charnley of Fitzroy at Earls 
Court, a boxer he had .previously beaten this season. Charnley 
eventually dropped a hairline decision to Percy Lewis the 
current A.B.A. Champion. ' 

On the strength of his London Federation win. Nicky was 
included in the London team to meet the New York boys at 
Empress Hall on April 8th. He was also due to box in the 
Nat~onal Boys' Club championships, but in view of his success 
in the A.B.A. and the important programme ahead of him the 
Committee wisely withdrew him. 

In the National Boys' Club semi-finals held at Leyton on 
March 19th both our members won their contests. Vic Cowley 
met a tough little scrapper from the Southern Counties, but our 
man had more polish. Derek Anderson, who came Tn rlS a last
minute reserve for the London team, put up his best per
formance to date by stopping his opponent. in the third round. 
Both lads lost in the National finals at Birmin~ham on March 
27th. however. Well done, lads-quite a performance reaching 
this last stage. 

The annual "Donald Trophy" match v. Rugby Club wag 
scheduled to take place during the Boys' Club Open Nights and 
the match took place before a capacity crowd. From the 
matchmaker's point of view there could not have been a more 
encouraging result, the match finishing all square with four 
wins each. St. Pancras Club sent over a few lads, making 
fourteen contests in all. Results of our contests were as follows: 
'IOpen Nights" Inter-Club Boxing Results 

"Donald Cup" Match v. Rugby 
T. O'BRIEN. Eton Manor, beat D. GATRELL. Rllgby. 
R. DADEN. Eton Manor, lost to R. LARTER. Ru~by. 
S. TIZZARD. Eton Manor, lost to G. BARNHAM, Rugby. 
A. NORMAN. Eton Manor, beat D. O'LOUGHLIN, Rugby. 
A. HARRIS. Eton Manor, lost to J. HA WKINS, Rugby. 
M. ,TONES. Eton Manor, lost to J. CANT. Rugby. 
R. NORMAN. Eton Manor, beat P. MOYLAN, Rugby. 
R. MORT ON, Eton Manor, beat J. LARMER, Rugby. 

Supporting Contests 
D. DREW, Eton Manor, beat G. LYNCH, St. Pancras. 
P. SHEARING, 

Eton Manor, lost to P. EUST ACE, St. Pancras. 
A. SAUNDERS. ' 

Eton Manor, lost to J. ATKINSON, St. Pancra~. 
NOTICE. Fo the benefit of those members who want to sup
port Nicky Gargano in the national semi-finals and finals, the 
details are as follows:-

FRIDAY, APRIL 24th, at Empire Pool Wembley. 
Semi-finals commence at 4.30 p.m. 

Finals commence at approx. 8 p.m. 
Tickets of admission admit to both sessions and range from 

3/6 6/- 12/6 24/- 42/-
Tickets obtainable from: 

A.B.A .. 69. Victoria Street, S.W. 
Wembley Stadium. 

Limited number of cheap tickets from Boxing Club hail. treas. 
"WRlGHT HOOK." 
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CRICKET 
I have read many times of authors and poets. ",:,riting on 

empty stomachs, but I have yet to read of o~eh wntl~ghtoblan 
empty head even one covered by a cap WIt a Ig ~e 
peak. That'is what I am attempting .to. do ~o.w, for there IS 
little Oricket news to report yet. As It IS rammg, and Spurs 
are out of the Cup, I haven't even my "joie de vivre". to draw 
upon. We must persuade Ran Hill to play, for he IS always 
good for a laugh. . 

When you read this the first match against Buckhurst HIll 
ill only be a week away and we hope that we shall start off 

:ith our usual victory. We shall also know if the ?ance has 
been a success, or as seems at present, an .expc?slve luxu~y 
that we cannot afford to maintam. It certamly IS very hald 
to sell tickets at the Club, as shown by the losses made by 
recent Dances. 

On paper it seems as if the teams this year should be the 
strongest since the war. I would have said ever, but s?me ?f 
us remember the 1938/9 teams. We are. fortunate m S~11l 
having the outstanding players of the past SIX years, now. rem
forced by the return of Barber and Ware to regular cn~ket, 
and in the fact that our younger cricketers have obtamed 
valuable experience and are fitted to really com~ete for places 
in the side. The back-bone of the 1st XI conSlSts of Shears, 
Hayes, Candice, Barber, Seward and the best all-rounder for 
years, Ron Wilson, leaving about five places for the selectors. to 
fill. However, the rest of. us can ta~e hope from knowmg 
how easily parts of the back-bone can shp out of place. 

The 2nd XI should be strong and well cared for, as they 
have a g-ood Committee representative in Len Macey, the well
known hatter. Fanny, Pincombe, Churchill, Taffy Harries, 
Vie Payne, Snelling and Roy Congdon :::re players who hav~ 
done great work in the 1st XI and who WIll n:ake the selectors 
job a difficult one. We must not forget MIlne. anrl I have 
noticed those old warriors, Ernie Johnson and Alf Jordan, 
looking ready for action. (Apologies to anyone I should have 
mentioned; see me afterwards.) 

I would suggest to our younger players that a regular 
attendance at the nets is very necessary as we are very keen to 
give everyone a chance this year, and this is the best way that 
we ean get to know your capabilities. You will ?otice th~t 
the most successful cricketers are always at practIce, and If 
we can't match the days when we had Mr. Jardine and 
Geldard and the Hartleys for coaching, there will be someone 
who can offer advice. I would stress that the 1st XI is by 
no means a closed shop. 

One makes many friends on the cricket field and it is a 
good thing to get to know one's opponents. I ~ust. add, 
however, that it is no great comfort when after beIng hIt on 
the head by their fast bowler, if he is able to say, "Bad luck, 
Joe," instead of addressing one as batsman, but it helps. 

In Olub Cricket one is never out to win at all costs, but it is 
our policy to· try for a win rather than be content with a 
drawn game and this may have led to our Club's popularity 
at away ga~es. Probably this, coupled with our readiness to 
swell their bar's profits, for we realise that the game doeS not 
necessarily· end when the last ball is bowled. Walthamstow 
always choose our match for the Connaught Hospital Fund. 
We provided a cabaret here as well, with Ron Hill batting 
and Pinky on the parallel bars. 

H you will allow me, I would like to give a few hints on 
how to approach the wicket when it is your turn to bat. No 
matter how nervous you may be, it is vital to disguise this 
fact, and to this end it is important to remember to take your 
bat with you. It is unsettling to get to the wicket and then 
have to return for this necessary article. Put on a bold front 
and stride out, making sure to go to the untenanted end, and 
having reached there take plenty of time in surveying the 
scene. Make some sort of joke to the wicket-keeper to show 
confidence, but if we are playing Old Esthamians-don't, as 
Sammons will then not stop talking for the rest of the time 
that you are there. Take a good look round at the field 
and point out any discrepancies to the skipper, like having 
fourteen men fielding, or there being four stumps. By now 

you are almost ready to take guard, a~d if i! i.s our umpire 
ffi t g at that end address him by hIS ChnstJan name and 

o CIa In , ." hId ff I e ask for something extraordinary, lIke tree. egs an 0 peas, 
Fred." He will still be thinkIng about thIS when th~ bowl~r 

eals and you may get away with it. If you are facmg their 
app . II hl'm "Mr" This will incline him in your favour. umpne, ca. . 'd b l' . 
You are almost ready now and the fieldmg SI e are e levm.g 
that they are facing something good. Don't let on, keep It 
up even when the first ball just misses the leg stu~p. As the 
bowler is halfway through his long and threatenmg run-up, 
walk away from the wicket, pretending that yo~ have some
thing in your eye; this will shake hi!ll' After thIS yo~ are on 
your own. Best of luck and more hmts next month, If I have 
escaped being scalped by our opponents. 

Finally to encourage everyone I give below some of the 
Club's p~st-war records. We hope that they will be improved 
upon this year. 

Highest partnership for 1st wicket 159 5/7/1952 
2nd " 121 17/8/1947 
3rd " 85 26/7/1951 
4th " 94 18/5/1952 
5th " 110 15/7/1951 
6th " 127 15/7 /1950 
7th " 7614/8/1949 
8th " 61 22/5/1948 
9th " 92 7/5/1949 

10th " 69 4/6/1950 
Most runs in a season, 1080, Bob Shears in 1952. 
Most wickets in a season, 105, A. Haycs, in 1952. 
Highest team score, 281 for 7 wickets v. North Ilford, 1952. 
Faste~t 50 runs, in 22 minutes by Ran Hill v. Walthamstow, 

1949. 
Hi!\"hest individual score, 147, by Pat Dillon, v. City of 

London Police, 1951. 
NOLLID. 

It is not true that an extra C for Creche is to be added to 
our title! 

LAWN TENNIS 
Coaching will commence as soon as the lighter evenings 

arrive, on the usual evenings, Tuesdays and Fridays. All boys 
interested should watch the Notice Board in the Olub for the 
actual date. The Boys' team will be competing in the Essex 
Junior Competition and also the Federation if thcy intend to 
run" the Jun:or and Senior Competitions this year. 

During the winter, two courts have been relaid, and we are 
now in the very fortunate position of having six very good 
courts. The surrounds have been renewed, and it is up to 
everyone to take the greatest pride and care in keeping the 
courts in good condition. 
Important to all members 

Cycles are not allowed inside the courts, or to be left against 
the wire netting. 

Plimsolls must always be worn when playing. 
Nets must be lowered when not in use." 
The courts must never be swept. 

GEORGE REx. 

TIT .. BITS 
Marching on parade with a pen sticking out of your pocket 

is most un-military-like, even though you are in Korea. Up 
cOIIJes a very military-looking sergeant with an enormous 
moustache and says to the offender, none other than our old 
friend Private Thomas Jones: "What do you think you are, 
a perishing clerk? Put that ruddy pen away." At the end 
of the session Tom sorts out the sarg. and "tears him off a strip" 
(jargon, wartime vintage, young members refer to bound 
volumes of CHIN-WAG); but before the sarg. can stick him on 
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a fizzer Torn introduces himself to fellow Manorite, Sergeant 
Laurie Payne, who had incidentally just recovered from wounds 
received in battle, and all ended well with a good old-fashioned 
Manor reunion. 

Heartiest congratulations to Alfie Drew and Nicky Gargano 
for bringing off the double. Both boxers won their A.B.A. 
Divisional titles at Bethnal Green recently. Nicky was chosen 
to box against the New York boys at Empress Hall on the 8th 
of this month. 

Boys' Club Open Nights held recently at the Club were very 
well supported, particularly on Tuesday, the final night. Must 
have been a record crowd for an inter-Club boxing match; all 
seats were occupied and many standing. 

Such is our success in the field of sport that one is apt to 
overlook our so-called quieter classes. A visit to Wal Law's 
Art Class would be something of an eye-opener. On the night 
of my visit I counted no less than thirty-eight boys present'. 

Federation titles are becoming a habit with our Harriers. On 
Saturday, March 28th, they collected all three Cross-Oountry 
cups for the second year in succession. In two events our "B" 
teams were also placed. 

National Press reported recently that a World record bid 
might be made at the Eton Manor's annual floodlit athletic 
meeting in May, the event in question being the 4 x 1500 
metres relay. I understand on good authority that there is 
every chance of this event taking place. 

The London Minor Cup Final between our Senior Boys and 
Bexley Heath and Wellin~ Oolts, will take place at Charlton 
Athletic ground on Thursday evcnin~, April 23rd, and we hope 
for good support at this very important final. The seniors are 
also in the Federation final. and the junior boys in the semi
final replay with Rugby. The same junior team recently won 
the final of the local Leyton and District youth competition. 

First Manor boy to attend an Outward Bound course during 
1953, Bill Glibbery, left London on April 4th to spend an 
adventurous month in the Cumberland mountains. Any Boys' 
Club member over 15 can take advantage of this unbelievably 
good opportunity, and it doesn't cost him a penny. 

"ONLOOKER" 

The Fed. boxing finals at the Albert Hall was exceptionally 
good this year; I know a lot of people will disagree with this, 
but I thought for all round standards it was one of the best I 
remember. We cannot expect the skill of the seasoned cam
pai.!mer, but what the competitors lack in that direction i~ 
made up for in spirit. There was a large measure of skill also 
on view and it will be a surprise if many of these lads are not 
heard of in the wider field of amateur boxing. Boys that ap
pealed to me were: J. F. Murphy (Glacier), E. F. Maynard 
(Deva.~) (winner of the Sir Oharles Wrench Cup for the be~t 
stylist), B. Dillon (St. John Bosco), F. Savage (Poplar), W. 
Davis (Caius), P. Carter (Oaius). G. Guy (Fairbairn). V. Cowley 
(F-ton Manor), R. O'Gorman (Rbt. Browning) and, of course, 
Nicky. 

The prizes were presented by Lord Aberdare, a great sports
man. He was a great supporter of the old Crown Club in 
Hoxton before it joined with Hoxton Manor to make the 
g-rand Club it is today; it is a 'Pity there are not more of them. 
The old Crown Club was situated in an area between two 
courtyards, in a disused public house, and access could be 
obtained from either courtyard. These places were so narrow 
that people could stand on the doorstep of their house and 
shake hands with the person on the opposite side. A com-

munity all on their own, just off Kingsland Road, a very 
friendly people inhabited these houses, and life centred round 
the Club. I remember spending a very pleasant evening with 
Lord Aberdare, the Llewellyn Smiths, members of their 
families and some of our old Club members on the occasion of 
their tenth birthday. It was a wonderful evening in a won
derful Club. I have yet to see so much activity or so many 
people in such a small place. Lord Aberdare is now Chairman 
of the National Association of Boys' Clubs, and they could not 
find a better one. 

Our boys did well, although perhaps a disappointment was in 
store when C. Morton. a son of the one and only· Dicky 
Morton, one of those solid members of the Club for years past, 
was beaten. I liked his style, and althou,~h he only lost by 
a narrow margin I felt the Albert Hall had beaten him rather 
than his opponent. However, he is a promising lad and will" 
win many contests yet. He has all it takes, and we look 
forward to the time he brings honour to the Club and a 
broader smile if possible to the face of father Dicky. He only 
started boxing this year. 

Nicky Gargano-what can one say about him, except that he 
is a boy wi th a future? He won well and I was glad to see it. 
In winninl< his bout so easily he did more g-ood to his opponent 
than himself. The place to win contests is in the ring. He 
i. the best nrospect we have had for years and we wi~h him 
the best of luck in his future endeavours. 0:£ course, Nicky is 
already an International, and ~ood luck to him; another boxer 
to keep the Manor on the map. 

Of the other two contestants, Vic. Cowley was a very good 
winner who iust would not be beaten (the best contest of the 
evenin!\"). while Don Drew, the other boy who lost, had an 
opponent too strong for him although he was a real trier from 
the word go. After all, the Fed. competition is one of the 
hardest to win, and if a boy gets to the final he has every reason 
to be proud eYf the achievement. This also gops for the lads 
who lost in the preliminaries. We had a really good team 
this vear and they were all out to box for the Club rathpr 
than themselves. They are not the sort of lads to be dis
heartened by rever,~es, and with this spirit the boxing" section 
can go forward with confidence. . 

The Harriers organi.~ed a relay race to· Southend on Saturday 
bef~re Easter. Here is a great idea and one that could quite 
easIly not only put the Club on top as far as athletics are 
rnncerned. but could nuite easily become for East London as 
big an event as the Brighton efforts of other Cluhs. .Tim Perkim 
has persuaded the "Express and Independent" to produce a 
trophy for this event, and it is one tha·t will be coveted by all 
the competing Clubs. 

I was in a City business house recently and a British Rail
. wavs offir.ial came in to settle a query between our firm and 
theirs. Durin,!\" the conversation the official in question men
tioned that .he knew us. The man who was dealing with it 
said. "He is here now; would you like to see him?" So off 
I went to the waiting: room to meet Jimmy Edermaniger. Back 
we went into the office: it was tea for five and after intro
ductions we started talking. Gues~ what about? You've 
,!!llcssed-the old . Club, and we still have to settle the query, 
'That is what happens when Manor meets Manor away from 
home. 

The Bowling Club will soon be getting under way, and with 
the continual growth of older members in the Club it is to be 
hoped that this section will have wider support than for some 
years past. I have spoken to many bowlers from other Clubs 
and they cannot understand why the green is not used so much 
in the evenings as other local greens yet the hard core of the 
Bowling Club are as keen as mustard. Here's wishing them a 
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good season, good weather, good games and all that goes with i.t. 
The green itself looks beautiful and one of the best surfaces thIs 
side of London to play on. 

I was privileged to attend one of Mr. VilIiers' parties and 
see the Concert Party during the past month. Thes~ a,re .alw~ys 
enjoyable and the contingent from Leyton CouncIl whIch Ill

eluded the Mayor, Town Clerk, previous ~ayor, Chairmen on 
Baths, Halls and Entertainments and PublIc Health, were all 
very impressed with the Club and the performance of the 
Concert Party. I thought the boys were excellent; they got the 
items over well and it was a riot of good fun from start to 
finish. 'This in spite of the fact that illness kept tW? ~way, ~on 
Hilsdon absent for the first half, and Johnny PhJ!hps dunng 
the second. Both of them paid a tribute to the party ~nd 
themselves for making a grand effort to keep the party gomg 
while they had plenty of worry on their minds at home. Good 
luck to them and the rest of the team for their efforts. 

During the evening I had a p~easant natter with "C~1l Boy;" 
You remember our argument In CHIN-WAG about Captalll 
Carbolic"? We are the best of pals, of course, and he agreed 
that the standard of plays being written today is not too good; 
but what I was pleased about is that he is hoping to enter a 
team for the Fed. Shakespeare Drama competition. He is an 
excellent producer, one of the best we have had; he puts 
everything into it and the result should be a fine team. Here's 
wishing them all the best of luck. His last effort was really 
tops. It will always be a mystery to most of the people at the 
final how the adj'udicator assessed his points; even one of the 
winning managers said to me afterwards, "I would have given 
it to the Manor." 

At one of the parties a very old Manorite indeed came 
along: he will be known to only a few of the oldest members. 
His name-"Hoppy" Whelan. "Hoppy" is described by Mr. 
Wellesley as one of his oldest friends, and this was his first 
visit to the Club for 35 years. "Hoppy" was crippled by some 
queer disease of the hip many years ago, and has spent many 
years in hospital. He has undergone many operations, and 
today he has lost both legs. Even with this terrible handicap 
"Hoppy" is amazingly cheerful, and has triumph.ed over adver
sity inasmuch as he runs a successful little shop in the Barking 
area. 

Talking to an Australian recently, he said he was amazed 
how we measured distances in this country. He enquired after 
a place he wanted to reach. The first man said,. "It's only a 
stone's throw," the next one he asked said, "Oh, it's about a 
rifle shot," and the third one he asked said, "It's about a 
tuppenny bus ride." 

DRAMA ACTIVITIES 
It is some time since any notes have appeared in CHIN-WAG, 

but notwithstanding an enthusiastic bunch of lads have been 
putting in some rather boisterous work in the basement room 
f~r the forthcomi,ng Fed. S~akespeare competition. Our open 
m&ht demonstration at whIch we were most gratified to see 
qUIte a number of onlookers, finished with a genuine rehearsal 
of one of the scenes from Henry V which we are staging. For 
some of the n.ewcomers to the group this was a baptism of fire, 
and once agmn we have cause to be grateful to the organisers 
of the open nights for an opportunity to put some of our 
work on show. 

We ~now that some of you will make the effort to support us 
by commg along to see the preliminaries which will be held at 
a venue to be announced, commencing April 30th. The scenes 
being performed include the famous "Saint Crispian's Day" 
speech and we are confident that our young team will give a 
good account of themselves--on this unique occasion it will be 
the battle of Agincourt being won on the fields of Eton Manor! 

"CALL Boy" 

BOYS' CLUB OPEN NIGHTS 
The success of the Boys' Club Open Nights held at the Club 

on Monday and Tuesday, March 23rd and 24th mo~e than 
compensated for the many hours of hard work preparmg the 
show. Parents, guests and friends of .the Club packed the 
building during the two evenings and Said how delIghted they 
were wi.th the whole affair. 

The inter-Club Boxing match v. Rugby appeared to be the 
most popular item and something like 400 people saw a grand 
evening's boxing resulting in a draw between the two Clubs. 
The f~ct that the hall was so warm and comfortable probably 
kept many away from the floodl~t Athletics, Ru~ger and Socc:r 
training in the gardens, but qUIte a number dId stretch theIr 
legs and try to take in all that was on show. 

On the Monday evening, John Bishop's Drama boys enter
tained the guests whilst "Lofty's" P.T. boys prepared for their 
display in the same hall later that evening, although numerous 
people would not leave the staircase and were quite contcnt to 
stand there examining the several hundred photographs exhi
bited. The Lower games room was again shared by the Art 
Class and First-Aiders with a constant stream of people going 
in and out. Quite a number of people were not only interested 
in the demonstration of First Aid but were fascinated by the 
casualties so expertly made up by assistant instructor Jim 
Shepherd; some of the casualties were quite startling. 

Some really first-class drawings were on show in the games 
rooms and local scenes sketched by the lads gave some amuse
ment'to the parents; the flood scene drawing also created in
terest. The Records lobby was also a popular feature and 
several older members could be seen proudly pointing to their 
own particular achievements of earlicr days. 

The Boys' Committee and co-opted members are to be con
gratulated on getting the Club into such fine shape for the 
two evenings. Eighteen boys spent the best part of Sunday 
"spit and polishing" every nook and cranny and their efforts 
were more than worth while. 

CHARLIE COCKRAN. 

FOX'S LAMENT 
'Twas at the Semi-Final, 
Where thousands left their mark; 
The teams were Spurs and Blackpool, 
The ground was Villa Park. 
The game was tense and thrilling, 
Good football played with zest, 
With Blackpool on defensive, 
So far the Spurs were best. 

'Then came a Blackpool corner, 
The Spurs defence was set; 
Then-flash-the heas! of Perry, 
The ball was in the net. 
The Blackpool fans were raving, 
While Ditchburn wore a frown. 
We all thought Spurs unlucky, 
To be that one goal down. 
The second half was started, 
And we were not surprised 
When Spurs' young centre-forward 
Ran through and equalised. 
The Spurs' supporters turn now 
To cheer aloud with glee, 
They all thought that Wembley, 
For them was sure to be. 
But then these dreams were shattered 
As Ramsey tried to pass 
The ball back to the 'keeper 
And fell upon the grass. 
The ball began to trickle 
Towards the Tottenham net; 
As Ditchburn dived towards it, 
Young Mudie's shot was set. 
It somehow went past Ditchburn, 
Who tried in vain to catch 
This first time shot from Mudie 
Which won Blackpool the match. 

D.H. 
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JUST A THOUGHT 

"It is a crying shame that many men, normal in every other 
respect should live, and die, without ever knowing what it is 
like to 'be one hundred per cent. fit for any particular sport or 
game." These words were used by Geoff. Dyson, A.A.A. Chief 
National Coach, during a talk delivered to those present at 
the annual meeting of Southern Athletic Clubs, held recently at 
the Holborn Town Hall. 

He was speaking on his impressions of the Helsinki Olympic 
Games. Mr. Dyson contended that it was now impossible for 
any person to just dabble in athletics and still reach the top 
flight. In Britain our athletes need more, and more, top class 
competition. A comparison was drawn between John Savidge, 
who could win most English contests with his hat and overcoat 
on, and any of a number of American shot-putters. Consistently 
throwing over fifty-six feet, they can never be sure whcther 
they will finish in the first three. For this reason they must 
train regularly and hard. 

In spite of this there is a tendency among British athlctes 
to avoid difficult opposition; that is, they find out possibly that 
their chief rival is performing in Manchester and then arrange 
to compete in Southampton in the hope· of getting an easy 
win. Even in the most minor competitions you will find "dodg
ing." For instance, in House competitions a boy will see that 
the quarter-mile is likely to be a hard race, so he enters for 
the "half," has a comfortable run and gains no benefit 
whatsoever. 

From what he heard and saw in Helsinki, the Chief Coach 
did not think there were any new ideas on technique or tr,loin
ing. The basic principles are the same as t~ey were years agn, 
only the athletes who are to succeed are workIng harder at them. 
Examples were given of some world class middle distance rUll
ners. At the height of their training they were running as 
many as twenty-five laps, each under sixty seconds, alterl!ated 
with a lap of jogging, say about ninety seconds. John Dls}ey, 
third in the Olympic Steeplechase, whom Dyson is coach~ng, 
is at this time of the year, running three separate half-mIles, 
e~ch in 2 mins. 5 secs., with a. short rest in between. Mr. 
Dyson claim that it was from the third of these runs, the 
hardcst, that Disley would gain most benefit. 

Of course, in all probability, the majority of the thousands 
of average club athletes do not wish to become slaves to their 
coaches, but it is from this backbone that the stars eventually 
emerge. It must, however, be remembered that the ':I'ork out
lined above can, in a modified form, be used as a baSIS for the 
schedules of club athletes. Do not forget, either, that the 
harder one trains the more is the sport enjoyed, whether it be 
athletics or any other activity. 

Nothing need be added to the remarks of the Chief Coach; 
I leave them to those people who suddenly decide a week 
before the Fed., County Championships or what have you, that 
thev had better start training, to read, inwardly digest, and 
then act. WOODEN SPOON. 

L.A.C. Terry Colley, writes from Distington, which is near 
Workington in Cumberland, where he has just bee.n post.ed. 
It is in a wonderful part of the country, and he IS lo.okl?g 
forward to making some interesting visits to the Lake DIstrict 
once he gets settled in. Terry hopes to be able to get leave 
in order to come to the Summer Camp at the Isle of Thorm. 
Camp without "Doctor" COlley would be no Camp at all! 

Private Pat Smith, writing from Bicester, Oxfo:dshir~, also 
writes in praise of the lovely -part of th~ country III wh.lch he 
is; he finds it very pleasant after the grImmer surroundmgs of 
Aldershot! Pat has found a couple of chaps from "Yaltham
stow, and another two from Hackney (one of whom lIves next 
door to Den Starkey, and who knows ~everal of the Club 
members) in his battalion, and has quickly made friends. 
CHIN-W AG has been read by most of the chaps in the hut, and 

. they are looking forward to reading the next issue. 

A.C. Cliff Phillips writes from the R.A.F. "haven of rest"
Pad gate-to congratulate the squash team in achieving promo
tion for the second year running, and says that he has no 
doubt that it was the old Club spirit which pulled the boys 
through, and that this same spirit will take the Club on to 
many more successes in the future. 

Fusilier Tom J ones writing from Japan says: Sorry to learn 
that the Seniors are out of the Pelly Cup, and hopes for better 
news regarding the London Minor and Federation finals. Tom 
is on a four-week MMG course and will be going back to 
Korea about the middle of April. He was disappointed to see 
the Arsenal knocked out of the F.A. Cup as he thought that 
this was going to be their great year. Tom hopes that Terry 
Needham got home safely and expects that he has been to the 
Club with all the "gen" from Korea. Tom is eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of CHIN-WAG wi th the results and details of the 
Federation Boxing Finals at the Albert Hall. . 

Bert Tredgett writes from Malaya: For the past five weeks 
I've been attached to .the F.T.C. as a mortar instructor. It 
was a change, and although the work was considerably harder 
than normal battalion routine I quite injoyed it. There were 
three officers and two sergeants among the students. I took 
great pleasure in chasing them around on mortar drills. I 
suppose it's human nature to kick back when the boot is on 
the other foot! Joking aside, they were a great crowd. There 
had to be a certain amount of pushing in order to cover it all 
in such a short time. WeIl, it's all over now and I'm once 
again back with those at Tampin. Hardly was I in camp than 
Major Gibb, the boxing officer, sent for me. It seems he had 
tried to get me back from the F.T.C. but there had been no 
available instructor to replace me. He had me sparring the 
same day (yesterday) and then told me I was to' get stuck in 
and start training with the battalion team. The team won 
their first round by one 'fight, in th,e Malayan Championships 
two weeks ago. Next week we fight at K.L. We are excused 
all duties and do· nothing but train. Thanks to Major Gibb, 
it's very well org-anised and it will be a damned good team 
that beats the GOI'dons this year. I must admit never have 
I seen such a well spirited lot as is fighting this year. Their 
whole hearts and souls are set in doing justice to the fine 
officer that leads them. I'm honoured to be amongst them. 

I read in "The Times" that there is to be a Tattoo on the 
Manor ground on May 28th. I wonder if you can enlarge 
on that for me? 

It's grand to see everything going so well down on the 
range. I'm afraid when I return you will have to start me 
fro~ the bottom of the class again. I'm way out of practice. 

Best wishes. Up the Manor! 

TWO DATES FOR YOU TO BOOK 
Wednesday, 6th May. Floodlit Athletics Meeting at the Wilderness. 
Thursday, 28th May. Coronation Festival and Display at the 

Wilderness. 

Limited number of Tickets-Get Yours Now. 

ETON MANOR BOXING CLUB 
presents fOT its Annual Dance a grand 

CORONATION CARNIVAL BALL 
at the CLUB 

SATURDAY, MAY 9th, 1953, 8 p.m. till midnight 

LONDON STAGE BAND 
(under personal direction of CHRIS SLEMMINGS) 

Balloons . Carnival Novelties Streamers 
Competitions B~ffet Lounge 

Tickets Strictly Limited 3/- Each 
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The MANOR PENNY BANK SAVINGS SOCIETY 
(Registered under the Friendly Societies Acts, 1896 to 1948) 

D. H. SCOTT 
A. R. WAGG 

Trustees and Management Committee: 

(Chairman) The Hon. A. G. C. VILLIERS, D.S.O. 
E. B. BARING D. R. J ARDINE 

Hon. Treasurer & Secretary: A. A. FOULS HAM Registered Office: 41 THREADNEEDLE STREET, LONDON, E.C.2 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 1952 (Extracted from the Official Annual Return) 

£ s. d. 
Withdrawn during Year .... .... .. .. 
Due to Depositors at 31st December, 1952 

DEPOSITORS' ACCOUNT 

£ s. d. 
5,494 17 6 

29,441 4 0 

£34,936 1 e 

Due to Depositors at 1st January, 1952 
Deposits received during Year .... 
Interest credited to Depositors 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 

Audit Fee 
Cheque Book and Sundry Disbursements .... 
Interest credited to Depositors .... .. .. 

21 0 0 
18 3 

1,123 11 6 

Income from Investments 
Bank Interest .... 
Deficit on Year carried to Balance Sheet .... 

£ s. d. 
28,630 2 7 

5,182 7 5 
1,123 11 6 

£~4,936 6 

911 15 2 
77 18 11 

155 15 8 

£1,145 9 9 £1,145 9 9 

BALANCE SHEET at 31st DECEMBER, 1952 

LIABILITIES ASSETS 
Dge to Depositors 
Creditor-Audit Fee 
*Profit and Loss Account: 

Balance as at 31st December, 1951 390 4 8 
Less Deficit for Year to 31st Dec-
ember, 1952.... 155 15 8 

*Notes. 

29,441 4 0 
21 0 0 

234 9 0 

(1) This represents surplus interest carried forward. 
(2) Subject to depreciation and a loss on sale of Investments. 

(signed) D. H. SCOTT, Trustee 
(signed) A. A. FouLsHAM, Treasurer and Secretary 

Investments: 
£10,788 10s. Od. 4% Funding Loan, 1960/90 
£16,000 London County Consolidated Stock, 

1962/67 

(Market Value £24,786) 

Loss on realisation of Investments .... 
Cash at Bank .... 
Debtors-Income Tax Recoverable .... 

12,217 7 2 

13,961' 8 0 

26,178 15 2 
588 18 7 

2,609 19 9 
318 19 6 

£29,696 13 0 £29.696 13 0 

AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE. 

l'he undersigned having had access to all the Books and Accounts of the Society, and h!l.ving examined the Annual Return 
and verified the Bame with the 4,ccounts and Vouchers relating thereto, now signs the same as found to be correct, duly vouched 
and in accordance with law. 

5 London Wall Buildings, E.C.2 
24th February, 1953. 

ROGBSS &: SONS, 168 Viotoria Park Road" E.9 AMH..-st 1961 

(signed) FRANK A. LORD, Approved Auditor 
(of Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Co., Chartered Accountants). 

The Magazine of 

THE ETON MANOR CLUBS 
Riseholme Street, Hackney Wick, E.' 

The copyright of all matter, both Engravings and Letterpress, 
is strictly reserved in Great Britain, the Colonies, Dominions 

. and the United States of America. 
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SALUTE THE DRAMA GROUP 

There is a very apt phrase that "nothing succeeds like 
success" and in the Club movement and the field of sport 
this i3 horne out time and time again. Whenever we meet our 
friends from other Clubs in friendly competition, we judge 
their capabilities on their performance in previous years. Thus 
we learn that Fairbairn, Rugby, and Repton will always have 
a strong Boxing team; that Robert Browning Institute will 
always have a good lot of Swimmers; that Canterbury, O~ford 
and Bermondsey will be strong opponents at Football, Cnck,~t 
and on the Track. This is as it should be. Only by meeting 
the strongest opposition at any sport or game does t.h~ incen
tive to do better emerge. The stronger the OpposltlDn, the 
higher the standllrd, the better it must be for the Clubs. and 
the competitors. 

It is said by some that it is impossible for a Club to do 
eV'erything, and in the smaller Clubs this is true. The small 
Club with a few members is probably well advised to stick 
to the minimum of activities, and to specialise in these. In 
recent years this trend has beoome more marked, and so we 
have come to associate a particular Club with a particular 
activity or certain activities. 

It has always been the policy of Eton Manor to enter for 
every event, and whilst we ourselves-by reason of our suc
cesses in certain sports, of which athletics and swimming have 
been perhaps the most marked in the post-war period-may 
have a reputation of being specialists, this is not really so. It 
just happens that by virtue of extra numbers and better facili
ties added to an enthusiastic and experienced band of Old 
Boys as helpers and managers at the particular sport or 
activity, we have more than held our own as a Club in almost 
every branch of Club life. 

It is fitting, therefore, that in this Coronation year we should 
pay tribute to one of the lesser-known branches of our Club 
life-the Drama Group. There was a time, many years ago it 
is true, when we could always be relied upon to produce a 
Drama team each year which would do extremely well in com
petition with other Clubs and organisations. Then came the 
war, and the after-war years, when try as we may it seemed 
that there was little enthusiasm or interest in the Boys' Club. 
It was a case of the very few among so many; and then came 

unexpectedly John Bishop. By his own enthusiasm and fire 
he kindled the spark which had flickered so low for m~ny 
years. Around him he gathered his little band of zealots
John Mum ford, Cliff Phillips, Dennis Braybrooke, .Eddie 
McMillan and others. Together they worked, mostly In the 
kitchen 0; a back room of the basement, quietly and effectively 
they spent their evenings learning the intricate and difficult 
task of speech training, stage deportment, and all the J!lany 
little things which are so important. A year ago John Blshop 
launched them into the Federation Drama Festival. They gave 
a magnificent performance, gaining third place, and a first
class N.A.B.C. certificate. Thus encouraged, they continued 
patiently and diligently; oack they went to the kitch~n and the 
back room, there to work harder than ever. And theIr reward? 
To reach the goal they had aimed for and worked at so hard. 
A week or two ago they emulated those other Drama Groups 
from the Club of pre-war days. They came home with the 
cup, and another first-class certificate, from the Federation 
Shakespeare Festival. Specialists? Not on your life! J~st 
a few lads with enthusiasm and keenness, and a chap ltke 
John Bishop to inspire and to encourage them to goon with 
something that they believe is worthwhile. Salute to the back
room boys of the Drama Group. May they go on to greater 
successes. THE EDITOR. 

ALEX IN THE BRONX 
Just to bring you up to date with my movements since leav

ing the Wick rather hurriedly. Sudden notification of a berth, 
due to a cancellation, for the return crossing of the Atlantic, 
allowed me little or no time for protracted farewells, and I am 
only too glad to escape the dense fog and gloom of London 
and go aboard the "Queen Elizabeth" at Southampton. 

The only celebrity of 110te on board, other than myself, was 
Rita Hayworth, the film star, of whom I caught glimpses 
when I prowled into the first-class quarters after emerging 
from my tourist class cabin up teen decks below the water line 
near the engine room! The trip is uneventful enough, although 
a couple of days of rough weather cleared the decks of all but 
the hardiest of travellers, and it was not until shortly before 
entering the calmer waters approaching New York that the 
rails became crowded with white-faced passengers anxious for 
a view of the magnificent skyline of Manhattan Island, and 
.the Statue 'of Liberty with arm raised high in a gesture of 
welcome. 

I quickly manage to clear the Customs, and make my way to 
the Y.M.C.A., where I secure a room, and then go outdoors 
to familiarise myself again with the layout of the city. It h 
Saturday afternoon and I have but 15 dollars to my name. The 
cost of living in New York is fantastically high, and by Monday 
morning my financial standing has leaned somewhat-I am 
down to rour dollars. I rack my brains thinking of somebody 
I might know in order to put an armlock on for a long term 
loan, and have almost declded to throw myself on the mercy 
of the Salvation Army when, providentially, a job turns up, 
from which 'other stout-hearted individuals are shying away 
nervously at the Labour Exchange! A man is required to 
assist in the delivery of chocolates, as an attendant on a stage 
coach which travels up and down swanky Fifth Avenue. I am 
granted an interview, am accepted for the job, and am told 
to climb into a flamboyant red uniform. The same fits where 
it touches, and looks like a red sack with a hole in the top 
through which mv head pokes out rather dismally. A pair of 
size 12 cavalry boots completes the chic ensemble, and after 
packing these with some newspapers in order to make them 
move when my feet do, I am ready for anything, particularly 
a good dinner! The carriage awaits without, and I introduce 
myself to the driver, a repulsive-looking, glowering individual, 
his resemblance to Bill Sykes being heightened by his stove
pipe hat. I also introduce myself to the two sorrowful-looking 
nags attached to the vividly painted WeIls Fargo type convey
ance. We move off like a hearse amidst a babel of noise pro. 
vided by the horns of the impatient taxi-drivers whose pro
gress we hamper. It is a very cold day, and Bill's nose grows 
larger and more red by the minute under the influence of a 
biting wind. rather like a mushroom undergoing sun·ray treat
ment! I have never sat next to a more dissolute-Ioolting 
character in all my life. The horses prove temperamental by 
either falling asleep in the shafts or galloping furiously when 
least required to do so, so that I am alternately singing "Why 
don't you believe me?" when we are creep:ng along in a side 
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street or reciting short prayers as we rush madly at red 
traffi~ lights in the busy sections. The monster next t.o me 
begins to make frequent halts for "something to warm himself 
up" at various places on the route, and by. th.e afternoon .h~s 
lost his taciturn manner, and ~ventually IllvItes me to jom 
him. After three such stops I discover that I have completely 
misjudged Bill, for he is not such a bad fello~. after all. 
Towards evening he buys me w~at I have been waltmg for .all 
day-a dinner! A gentleman If ever there was, and glOSSing 
over the way he eats his peas off a kr:ife, well-~annered too. I 
realise how lucky I am to be workmg alongside. such a .fine 

.. person, and I tell him so at great lengthl at 'Yhlch he sl~hs 
in an embarrassed but grateful manner, hides hiS face. b~hmd 
his nose and we make several more halts. After rectIfYll~g a 
few errors made earlier in the deliveries by my great fnend 
Bill we light up the side and tail lamps, and make out way 
back to our headquarters, my dear friend Bill c!utching tJ~e 
reins and looking a magnificent figure of a man In the seml
dark~ess. My wonderful friend Bill and I malle one final haIt 
for refreshments, and then at last I disentangle my feet from 
the horse's nosebag wherein they are ensconced to keep them 
warm and we are free to stable the nags and finish for the 
day. My dear sweet-natured friend Bill, I hope that.I run across 
him again some time: he was fired the next mornmg ! 

When I showed up, and due to my partner Bill haying been 
forcibly retired, I am instructed to devote my energies to the 
packing department. The change works out the better, ,:s at 
the end of the week I collect a fat pay check due entirely 
to my clocking up seventy-five hours on my time-card! Sixty 
of these are spent eating chocolates, reading newspapers, and 
hiding behind partitions whenever there is any hard work to 
be done, and the rest of the time I am ready to spring into 
instant action whenever somebody is needed to hold the string 
around a parcel whilst the knot is tied. During this pleasant 
period I go out daily to eat at the Automat, a wondrous place 
where, in response to the necessary number of coins being 
placed in the slot any desired food or beverage can be obtained. 
Chicken pies pop coyly out of aluminium containers, and 
steaming coffee gushes merrily forth when a cup is placed 
beneath the spout. This idyll is abruptly terminated when, 
due to the seasonal rush having ended, the services of the extra 
staff, including my own, are dispensed with. 

I find the Y.M.C.A. too expensive now, and I transfer to 
a cheap lodging house in the dockside area of 42nd Street. 
The weather becomes cold er, and the temperature drops to only 
ten degrees above zero, but the place boasts of no heat. Com
plaints to the Hungarian landlady are of no avail, as she is 
uneducated and speaks no English, although able to count 
very rapidly whenever dollars are placed in her hand. The 
room I occupy is bare and unsavoury, with cracking walls and 
rotting woodwork, and reeks of the drunken orgies of its pre
vious ,occupants. At night cockroaches and mice, unperturbed 
by the cold, chew on my shoes and make merry until the 
dawn sends them again to their hiding places. The only 
object left untouched by these marauders is a plaster statue 
of an undraped female, won as a prize possibly in a shooting 
gallery at Coney Island. Her outflung arms prove useful for 
drying my socks on wash days. 

Due to a strike there are no tugboats available to manoeuvre 
the large liners arriving in New York, and to get them into 
their respective piers is a very tricky operation at any time. 
Without the help of the tugboats a string of minor accidents 
occur whcn some of the leviathans are brought in under their 
own power, and swing about in the swift current of the Hudson 
River, causing a great amount of damage to the dock installa
tions. As I am living only one short block from the docks:de 
~ have recurring nightmares of one of the big boats crashing 
mto my ,bedroom, an.d waking to find myself swinging from 
the crow s nest. ThIS prompts me to move out to a more 
~atisfact?ry residence on 57th Street, and funds again becom
Ing. perilously low I commence the search for another job. 
ThIS takes me around the Bowery, the Bronx and to Brooklyn 
so that I spend a ].ot of time travelling on the subways wher~ 
the blind and crippled beggars are allowed to patrol the 
carriages, aggressive with clanking metal cups to draw atten
tion to their plight. I find time to pay a visit to the Stock 
Exchange and am conducte~ to the Visitors' Gallery, where 
the whole complex undertaklll.g of money barter is explained 
to m~,. and ~ Sign the book WIth a ceremonious flourish while 
remammg discreetly silent concerning the number of "Oxford 

Scholars" I am prepared to put up for investment. Next 
comes a trip to the Empire State building and the !ong haUl up 
the 1,200 feet elevator to join the sightseers, whIlst woul.d-be 
suicides peer nervously from the .102nd floor and stub clga,r
ettes whilst deciding against takmg the plunge .. I take m 
one of the third dimensional movies-no novelty III England, 
of course. There are many various types of system in operation 
in New York all boasting that theirs is the best, naturally, 
and where with the aid of coloured glasses objects appear to 
jump right out of the screen at me-a "moving" experience! 

I then land a job working from 6 p.m. until 4 a.m. in the 
hat and coat check rooms of a well-known "Nite Club." The 
drill is that an attractive girl takes the customer's hat and 
coat, places a numbered tag on t.he s~me, and hands the 
articles to me to hang on a hook IdentICally numbered. At 
least that is how it is supposed to work out. At about 2 a.m. 
whe~ I am ready for an injection of glucose to keep me awake, 
I find that I have placed 163 on 361 hook, so by the time 
the individual arrives later to claim his heavy fur-lined coat 
with the alpaca collar, I have handed him an old plastic 
raincoat with a torn pocket and missing buttons. In these 
instances the customer utters such cries of rage that makes 
it hard to explain the simple mistake, especially if they are 
a little bit under the weather. So far none of the Russian 
delegates of the nearby United Nations buildings have shown 
up, possibly in fear of what might happen to their hand-made 
Moscow outfits! The job gives me an excellent opportunity 
for seeing many well-known celebrities at close quarters, such 
as Joe Louis, Bob Hope, Danny Kaye, Bette Davis, to name 
just a few. There have been some amusing instances of cus
tomers coming to collect their clothes on their hands and 
knees, which makes it rather difficult to help them on with 
them in this position! 

I don't think that I will be staying very long on the job, 
as it requires standing in more or less one position for long 
spells, which is so trying for the legs and feet. The other 
employees appear to have overcome this difficulty by employ
ing a stork-like attitude, first one leg and then the other, 
seemingly resigned to acquiring a set of varicose veins like 
a dish 'of spaghetti within a few years. In addition, joyful news 
has just reached me, and I am already chafing at the bit to 
get moving. The tom-toms have been beating along the 
Atlantic coast all the way down to far off Miami, where the 
"Duke" (Ernie Chubb) is wintering like a millionaire. Ernie 
and hi~ wi~e, Kav. plan t~ rc.turn north i~ .the spring to nearby 
At!antIc City, and have I~Vlted me to jom them there; it is 
gomg to ~e a grand reumon. I ~hal! endea,;,our to prolong 
my stay With them. as long as pOSSible by makmg encouraging 
rem~rks about ErnIC's appearance. and Kaye's cooking, until 
Erme tumbles to the fact that he IS supporting me in addit:on 
to the rest of the household and kicks me out. That's all for 
now. Good luck to all the boys for the Summer Season, what
ever they may be doing. U.T.M. 

DRAMA ACTIVITIES 
The Federation Shakespeare Competition was won by our 

Boys' team with scenes from Henry V. Thus we are the 
proud. and. temporary poss~ss,?rs of. the Drama Cup for the 
first time SInce 1940. ThiS IS quIte an achievement more 
especially as for the second. year running we have been a:.varded 
a 1st Class N.A.B.C. Certificate, representing a very high 
standard indeed in youth drama. 

Much of the credi~ is. necessarily due to our "star," John 
¥umford, a~d th~ adjudicator was full of praise for his virile, 
smcere and. Intel!lgent performance in the title role. But no 
star cap shIne Without .th~ {ull backing of the lesser players, 
and wI!h good stage d~sclpl1ne and a sense of being part of 
ev~rythIng that was gOIng on, our team shone by effectively 
dOlnll no more nor less than was required of them. Special 
mention ~ust be .made of Denis Braybrooke, now an Old Boy, 
and Eddle McMIllan, whose loyalty and enthusiasm since our 
present coac~ cam,; to the Club have ma.de them fully deserv
mg of the "';Inners medals they have gaIned. The remaining 
eleven boys In .the team have all shown, on this performance, 
tha~ .they can gIVe a good account of themselves in future com
petltlons, and we shall I?ok to them and others who will come 
along to kee~ up our high standard, especially in speech and 
to compete With one another in true Club spirit, to becom'e the 
stars of our future prodouctiolls. 

"CALLBOY." 
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FOOTBALL 
OLD BOYS 

Heartiest congratulations to the first team on winning the 
London League, Premier Division, Championship. Also to the 
second team as runners-up in the London League, Second 
Division. Thus ends what has been without doubt the hap
piest and most successful season since the Club started again 
from scratch after the war. The last time we won the Champion
ship was in 1938, when we had the team of all the talents, 
and it will please those who were members of that grand 
team to learn that fifteen years later the success was repeated. 
One of the topics at the moment is how the present team 
compares with the 1938 team. This is a difficult question to 
argue about;. rules of the game and ~he st~le of football ha-:e 
altered but httle, but even so there IS a difference so that It 
becomes a problem indeed to make comparisons. Again, it is 
probably true to write that the 1938 team suffered far les~ in 
the way of injuries and changes than the 1953 team. It IS a 
matter of interest that no fewer than 36 players turned out at 
different times for the first team this season, a fitting answer 
to the few who aver that the first team is something in the 
nature of a "closed shop." It is said that comparisons can be 
odious, and so in all fairness to the players of both the pre
war and post-war teams, let us say that they were just as 
good as each other. 

A couple of months back there would~e fe.w who. ,:,~uld 
have given much thought to our chances In either DIVISion, 
but the confidence of the few, particularly Charlie Phillips 
and Ernie Osgood, in the ability of the teams never flagged. 
All the time they were talking of how many points the teams 
would muster by winning all their remaining games; never 
for one moment was there any doubt that these games would 
be won. And the players backed them up superbly; many 
there were who lost time from work in order to be 'available for 
the evening mid-week games, and many times the Service mem
bers did extra duties in order to be free to make the journey 
for the match. This is the spirit of Eton Manor which the 
oldsters are so often reminding us about, the spirit which can 
only come from the members themselves, the will to put them
selves out in order that the Club shall succeed. This is some
thing which cannot be bought, neither is it at the call of the 
Club which relies upon "imported" players, many of whom 
travel from one side of London to the other, and even further. 

And what of the games themselves? Sufficient to say that 
with the exception of the home game with Ruislip Manor, 
when we were rather pushed to raise a side, there was never 
any doubt about the results. Two of the greatest matches in 
the League programme, and which did so much to win the 
championship for us, was the win away at Guildford and the 
drawn game away at Dartford against what was virtually the 
complete Southern League professional side. The two vital 
games to give us the championship were the home and away 
games with R.N. Depot, Chatham. The boys took no chances, 
winning both games convincingly by 5-0 and 7-0. 

Apart from the players themselves, there were others who 
did so much as the architects of victory, and in this category 
come Charlie Phillips and Alf Ramsey. Both in their own 
way have the knack of inspiring and enthusing the players
Charlie, with his forthright and outspoken advice and criti
cism, and Alf in his quiet, knowledgeable and patient handling 
of even the most difficult problem. They make an ideal com
bination, which with the co·operation of the players could 
take the Club to even greater heights. There are others, too, 
who also did so much, and who will I am sure forgive me 
for not mentioning them by name. It seems a pity that I 

should have to close these notes with a grouse, and a real 
one at that. This grouse is directed at the lack of ~upport 
from Club members for the home games at Temple MIlls. It 
would be true to say that over half of the handful of "regu
lars," pitifully small that they are, are not members of the 
Club at all! It is for this reason that the Football Club and 
its helpers have had to raise over £300 by their own efforts, 
outside of gate receipts, in order that the Club can continue 
to provide good class football for the players and the mem
bers. The answer is obvious to all except those who are too 
blind to see-Support Your Own Team. 

"OPTIMUM EToNA." 

SENIORS 
As predicted in an earlier addition our opponents, Canterbury 

Oxford and Bermondsey Club, proved to be tough opposition in 
the Federation Oup Final and we were decisively beaten by 5 
goals to nil. The first time this seagon the Seniors have failed 
to score. Canterbury playing with a stiff breeze behind them 
overcllme the difficult conditions and played football which 
suited the hard ground and light ball. The two goals ~hey scored 
before half-time might have been avoided, but the three scored 
against the wind proved their superiority in all departments. 

In the final of the London Minor "A" Cup, played at The 
Valley, Charlton, we were beaten by a penalty in the last few 
minutes of the game, after getting the lend ill the fiI'Bt half, and 
then drawing level having had two goals scored against us. Our 
opponents, Bexley Heath and Welling Minors had much the 
better of the mid-field exchanges, but poor finishing and good 
goalkeeping by Ray Whiffen prevented them from scoring. We 
had a goal disallowed early in the first half when our inside 
forwards hal'l'assed Bexley's goalkeeper into dropping the ball 
which was then put into the net, but a free ldck was given 
against us for offside. 

As the game wore on in the second half, Bexleyalthough play
ing the better football began to look a little leg weary, and when 
we eq\1alised our lads found that little bit extra and to?k the 
initiative. Should extra time have been necessary, I thl11k we 
might have got home, but Bexley were awarded a penalty for an 
infringement the referee Aaw and scored the winning goal a few 
minutes before the final whistle went. 

F.G.L. 

BOXING 
We must confess to being greatly disappointed iri failing: 

to secure our first A.B.A. title in many years. Boxing very 
much below form, Nicky was unable to produce the goo~s. 
With his great experience in international and representative 
matches one cannot say that the occasion was too much for 
him· it was just one of those things. Nick was outpointed in 
the 'semi-final by Imperial Services Champion Tpr. MoJloy, 
who in turn lost in the final to Walshman David Hughes, after 
a very close battle. 

At long last our Club season has finished, but it has been 
all go right until the last minute. Alf Drew ended ~ith a 
brilliant and easy win over Harry Shord, of Repton, In the 
main contest at Leyton Baths, but surprisingly lost to this 
cagey Repton boxer a week later. 

We have certainly made good friends with the Brighton 
Boys' Club; this home and away fixture will most certainly 
be an annual affair from now on. Last October the first leg 
of the match ended in a five-all draw at Riseholmc Street. In 
the return half at Brighton in April the match again ended 
all square, and the cup is now to be shared by our two Clubs. 
In all cases the bouts were keenly contested with the boxers 
well matched. We were very well taken care of at this seaside 
Club and look forward very much to future visits. 

It has been an extremely busy season. I cannot remember 
one with more actual contests or one where we have achieved 
so much success. From the very first days of September the 
lads have been hard at it and can now relax for a few months' 
well-earned rest. Should you wish to keep yourselves in trim, 
however, do not forget that the open-air gymnasium will be 
available on the Wilderness; but do please take care of the 
equipment and see that it is returned to its proper place when 
finished with. WRIGHT HOOK. 
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OTTERS' NOTES 
The month of April has left the Polo team with little or 

nothing to brag about. In fact, it has been a disast~ous mopth 
for us. A match with Plaistow should have been InstructIve; 
it was to the armchair critics, but the team did not appear 
to hav'c learnt much from it, because they subsequ~ntly lost an 
away game t() Beckenham (seven goals to 1111 I). Fred 
Spencer in goal was worked to death, and Coa.ch Le!1 D~nn~hy 
nearly burst a blood vessel. Another game like thiS will Just 
about see them both round the bend! So now please, all 
Polo players, let us have some more "sewing circle" half-hours; 
get to the Baths extra early, everyone, and \pve the ~o~ch a 
chance to build up a really good team. Don t forget It IS not 
long before the Nat~onal Championships! 

The news from the swimming section is brighter. ~t 
Heston Gala recently a team of four schoolboy members In 
Burgess, Fennell, Levy and Richards, were placed third in the 
Boys under 14's Medley team race. Unfortunately the. team 
was later disqualified; apparently the breaststroke sWimmer 
was not quite "orthodox" in style. At the Neptune S.C. Gala, 
Mike Buck won the Junior one length backstroke, and Trevor 
Lusty was first in the under 12's one length backstroke. Others 
secured placings in their respective events. As a start to the 
season this is not at all bad, but there is still a lot of room 
for improvement. A lot of work is still to be done in select
ing submitting, and training entrants for the many Galas and 
ao~nty Championships with a view to adding a few laurels 
to the Club records. This is particularly so in this Corona
tion year; there is an unprecedented number of events to be 
entered for in the next month or two. There is a lot of 
work to be done by everyone, and it is up to the members 
to justify all the work that is being done on their behalf. The 
Coach has a busy time at the Baths, and if it seems that he 
isn't attending to you at the particular moment, be patient, 
get on with your swimming. He will be after you soon 
enough if there is anything wrong in your methods; but, above 
all, keep swimming; don't hang around waiting-you are 
wasting valuable time. 

The House Competittons produced nothing very much that 
we did not anticipate. Some of the Schoolboy Otters who 
have since become members, were. well to the fore, due to 
the steady training that they have put in during the winter 
months. There seems to be a general shortage of swimmers 
in the Club who are up to competition standard, but I would 
be very happy if I am proved to be wrong in this respect. 
Now what about it lads? The Federation events are not very 
far off, and after our great success of last year, senior swim
mers are very few in numbers, and we will be hard pushed to 
find a team for the senior event. If there are any seniors 
who have been hiding their light under a bushel, will they 
please come along to the Baths. They need not be shy about 
it, the "few" would be delighted to share in their glory! 

In view of the heavy programme ahead, I must warn all 
swimmers and polo players that the order of the day at the 
Baths is WORK, WORK, WORK, and more WORK. Nobody 
wishes to stop those members who come along occasionally 
{.or a bathe, but I must ask them to be kind enough to keep 
out of the way of the regulars who come along to SWIM. 

By the way, if any of you fancy yourself in a new pair of 
swimm.ing trunks in the Club colours at only 11/6 (cash on 
the nall, please), these are on sale at the Baths on Club nights. 

THE WATER RAT. 

BOWLS 
The main items on the Agenda of the Annual General 

Meeting of the Bowls Club, with "Squidger" Gamble in the 
Chair, were the election of Officers for the year and the dis
cussion on the season's fixture list .. The Officers were elected 
as follows :-Ch~irman, A .. Gamble; Hon. Secre~ary and Treas
urer, R. J. WhIte; Cap.tam, B. Cowcher; VIce-Captain, R. 
Ody. These Officers, WIth F. Walker, T. Williams and W 
Pennicutt, will comprise the Committee for the year. ' . 

Fixtures for the season include the usual home and away 
m.atches with Byfieet (Surr.ey), The Oxford Yeomanry, and 
BlCester Clubs at home, Whllst the fixture with Victoria Park 
which has lapsed since before the war, has been renewed. I~ 

all, a very full and interesting list of matches, 'and requiring 
a full quota of bowlers to make it a really interesting and 
successful season. 

The Theatre and Dinner held during last year was voted 
such a great sucess that it. was unanimously .agreed t~,at a~othe,; 
should be held this commg year. Orgamsed by Sqmdg:er 
Gamble again, this function will most probably be at some time 
in early November. 

One thing only is required now to make this Coronation 
year a great success for the Bowls Club, and that is an influx 
of new members. So please, you' who read this and are in a 
position to come along and join us, come over on any Satur. 
day or Sunday to the green, or have a chat to ~ny member 
of the Committee or the Bowls Club, and you WIll be made 
very welcome. What is more,. you will be doing something 
for your Club, which is surely the aim of every member, 
whether old or young. 

Wishing the members of every branch of the Club a happy, 
successful and enjoyable summer season. BOB WHITE. 

SQUASH SECTION 
With relentless inevitability time has once more brought the 

winter season to an end, and as we turn to our respective 
summer activities let us summarise our efforts during the past 
few months. We think it can safely be said that the Squash 
Rackets season has been an enjoyable and successful one, both 
from an individual and team point of view, during which 
many old friendships were renewed and several new ones added. 
Our teams have performed well, particularly the Cumberland 
Cup team, which has, following an exciting second half, taken 
us into Division 2, where we hope to maintain a steady pro
gress against the anticipated stronger opposition. 

Our programme was completed with the following results:-
Cumberland Cup. Div. III P W L P 

(including Challenge Match) 11 9 2 54 
Inter-Club Matches ... 14 7 7 
Club Championship: R. Jennings beat F. Lee 7-9, 9-6, 9-5, 9-7. 
Club Handicap: F. Lee (+ 2) beat R. Jennings (Scratch) 14-15, 

15-12, 15-7, 15-12. 
The Championship Final was played at the Club on Friday, 

17th April, before a number of interested members who packed 
into the confined space in the gallery. We were honoured to 
have with us on this occasion that celebrated Squash player 
and handicap specialist, Mr. A. G. C. Villiers, who had kindly 
consented to present the "Stan Bazin" Cup to the winner. This 
was indeed a popular final, producing a high standard of 
match play, mostly to a length, with many protracted rallies, 
giving full spectator value, and ultimately resulting in the 
supremacy of the pupil Reg Jennings over the master Fred 
Lee in four very fast and interesting games. Mr. Villiers, in 
presenting the trophy, congratulated the winner, and com
mented humorously on the latest fashion in night attire worn by 
the loser. 

The Handicap Final, played on Tuesday, 28th April, prom
ised to be an equally fine battle between the same players, and 
no doubt would have been but for a broken ball when Fred 
was leading by two games to one. The new ball was, how
ever, much too fast and Fred, making fewer mistakes in the 
prolonged rallies which followed, finally won in four games. 
It was perhaps appropriately just that these two competitions 
should be shared by two such fine players. They must be 
effectively handicapped next season to prevent a repeat 
performance! ! 

Looking back over the season we feel that our efforts have 
produced satisfactory progress, and that the standard of squash 
in the Club is improving, so that we can look forward con
fidently to an even more interesting season in the not too 
distant future. We would, however, like to see a few more 
younger members taking an active interest in the game with 
a view to specialising, and would also welcome the return to 
the game ?f those older m.embers whos.e ability we already 
know. ThIS would help to lllcrease the IIlcentive and compe
tition for places in the teams, and would also ensure that we 
do not become content to rest on li)ur laurels for now that we 
are establishing ourselves in the squash wo;ld we must have 
the material to consolidate our present position and prepare 
for even greater achievements. 

I 
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TABLE TENNIS 

Although we reached the semi-final of the Senior Federa
tion Cup Competition, we were beaten 5-1 by the strong 
North West Jewish team; they were just too good for us all 
round. We had some chances-one instance when we were 
leading 10-3 in the third game of one match, only to lose 
it by game-14! This is not very good Table Tennis. Onc 
disadvantage was that the game was arranl/ed on our oppo· 
nent's home ground, which in Table Tennis IS always a handi
cap to the visiting side, but we make no excuses for our defeat. 
They were much too good for us, and would have beaten us 
wherever we played. Our team for the semi-final was: Ted 
Wild, Albert Barrett, and Dave Birch. 

The Juniors made better progress in their Competition, 
reaching the final, and once again our opponents were the very 
good North West Jewish Club, who can always be relied upon 
to produce some good players each year. Regarding the game 
itself, we were beaten by 5-3, but I make no bones about 
it by saying that our boys should have won this match. We 
had enough chances to win, but failed to take advantage of 
them. Our team, Ran Purcel! (unbeaten), Frank Barrett, and 
George Hartland, tried hard enough, without reaching their 
best form. Maybe the fact that it was the final had a lot to 
do with it, but it was a little disappointing to have got so far 
and then failed. Still, a team in the semi-final and another 
in the final was not too bad, I suppose, although below the 
standards we have managed to achieve in recent years. It 
very often follows in most games that there comes a time when 
a Club runs into a lean period; that is, as far as winning cups 
and championships is concerned. It comes to everyone in 
turn. We must do all that we can to get back to our old 
standards of supremacy as quickly as possible. 

In the Old Boys' Federation Competition the team have 
played four matches and have won them all; our big game 
versus Old Victorians is still to be played. My big grouse this 
season is that other Clubs seem to wait for us, or rather me, to 
make all the fixtuTeF. As far as the various League placings are 
concerned, I am not yet in a position to know where we stand, 
so many matches are still to be played, or are being played. 
In the London League we finished halfway up the table, a 
creditable performance, and one that we shall improve upon 
in a year or two when we have some of our Service players 
available. 

I have been asked by the Old Boys' Club Committee to 
remind members that cycles are not allowed to be taken into 
the Table Tennis room at the Wilderness. What will members 
do next! It is a good job they don't ride horses! Please 
remember this, together with the other two important rules: 
no play unless wearing rubber shoes, and the room to be kept 
clean and tidy before and after use. With the retirement of 
Reg Tingey, and possibly Bob Gregory, next season, we are 
going to be in a sore position for team managers. If there 
is any member who would like to help to run a team, I 
would be very grateful if he will get in touch with me. One 
thing is very clear to me, there are far too many boys who 
want their sport dished up to them on a plate, without any 
effort on their part. There are a few of the chaps, particu
larly Harry Spraggs and Bob Shears, who do a grand job 
of work, but they are all too few. I cannot run the whole 
show myself, and unless I get a few more volunteers within 
the next few weeks there will be fewer teams operating in the 
Club next season. STAN JOHN SON. 

CRICKET 
I am glad to report that the Cricket Dance held at the 

Club yielded a profit of nearly £5. This was a pleasant sur
prise, for the support received from the Club in general and 
the Cricket Section in particular was very poor. At the dance 
I noticed only seven cricketers, together with their wives, so we 
must thank all the "outsiders" for the profit. However, thanks 
to everyone who work so hard to present the dance. 

In order to raise funds, the Committee hope to institute a 
"Payment Box" for each team ·on the lines of the one intro-

duced by F. Ware last year. This is the system which I'm 
afraid 100118 rather complicated and sinister in print, but which 
works out weli and should raise a few pounds provided all 
co·operate. A scale of contributions has been agreed upon 
for various happenings, and I give them below;-
100+ runs 1/- All 10 wkts. ." 1/-
50+ " 6d. 5+ " 6d. 
o " 3d. Each No Ball and Wide. Id. 

Penalty for late arrival (i.e., not present 15 minutes before 
start), 3d. 

Non-attendance on "Working Party," 3d. 
Dropped catches, 3d. each. 
This last can lead to argument, but it is up to the Captain of 
each team to decide whether a player could have made a 
catch. 

I must also explain this "Working Party" idea. As you 
know, it is necessary before the game starts to have sight
screens in position, flags put out, deckchairs placed, and the 
gear brought from the Valley dressing-room, and rather than 
let this task fall to the same players every time, the Committee 
have decided to arrange a roster of members. On each team 
list, when the team is playing at home, an asterisk will be 
marked against the names of the "Working Party" who will 
be responsible for seeing that all is ready for a prompt start. 
The Committee hope that they will receive full co-operation in 
thi. and in the Fund Boxes. 

It has also been decided that only one team sheet will be 
displayed, and that will be placed outside the wooden hut 
next to the bar on the grounds. In this matter there is no 
risk of a player ticking off his name at the Club and forgetting 
to do so at the Wilderness. As all players attend net practice 
the Wilderness is the obvious place for team lists. 

You will be pleased to know that an Insurance Scheme has 
been organised to cover against injuries to players and spec
tators at our matches. There is no mention of damage to gear 
caused by a disgruntled batsman throwing bat or pads down 
on the dressing-room floor, so please be careful. This also 
applies to those batsmen who make very late cuts on to the 
steel practice stumps. 

The names of Barber, Hayes and Shears have been for
warded to the C.C.C., and we hope that they will get some 
Representative games this season. Whilst with Chingford, 
Barber was selected to represent the Essex Conference XI, and 
we hope that change of Club will not spoil his chances of 
being picked again. 

Vic Payne has the new fixture lists, which may be obtained 
on payment of 2/6, which also serves at Net Subs. 

To wind up this report of Committee decisions, which sounds 
like a lecture but is not meant to be, we would like to remind 
players that cricket does not only consist of batting and bowling, 
for we are hoping for a high standard of fielding this year, 
and it is up to the younger players to specialise in this depart
ment of the game. They should be able to bend. Even if a 
player does not bat and cannot get an opportunity to shine 
with the ball, he is well worth his place on fielding alone. 

The 1st XI played their first match on Sunday, 26th April, 
and had slightly the edge of a drawn game with Buckhurst 
Hill. We batted first and, after losing Shears early, totalled 
136-5 wkts. dec., due to a good innings of 40 by Ware and 
some reasonable early season batting by Pulham, Wilson and 
DiIlon, who scored 23 apiece. I liked the batting of Johnny 
Pulham, who should make a lot of runs again this year. Tony 
had a breezy knock of 15 N.O., which was just what the 
doctor ordered. 

Buekhurst Hill soon lost two wickets to Hayes and then 
shut up shop. The game dragged on at a slow pace, and at 
.the close they had reached 100-7 wkts. The Veteran made 
an excellent start by taking 5 for 30 runs. None of the other 
bowlers looked likely to do much damage, unless it was to 
their own short-leg fielders, but as a practice match it was 
useful. The fielding slackened a lot, but this might be blamed 
on the cold day and the unenterprising batting. 

NOLLlD. 

I notice from the fixture card that Barber's initials are 
W.L.F., but can authoritatively state that they do not mean 
Won't Lose Friday. 
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SENIORS 
By the time these notes appear, the cricket season, as ~ar 

as the Seniors are concerned, will be under way. An earlIer 
start to the season than was anticipated, an~ occasione~ .part!y 
owing to a change in policy in t~e Fed~ratlOn competlt!On, III 

which we play our 'opponents tWIce d)lrlng the seaso.n mstead 
of once as hitherto. Another change IS that there wIll not be 
a Federation Cup Competition this season, A being felt by the 
majority of Clubs that the Cup CompetltlOn was not very 
popular, except possibly by a few of the better teams. 

A lengthy and .attractive ~xture list has beeJ'! compile,d for 
the season in winch we retaIn the best 'of prevIous year s fix
tures and' include a few fixtures with new Clubs of good 
standing. To get through this fixture list, bearing in mind 
holidays, chaps being called to the Forces, etc., means that all 
players must be keener than ev.er before. I.t so happe~1s that 
with possibly one or two exceptIons, the Se~lOr te.am wIll ~on
~ist entirely of new members and last year s JUl11ors, partIcu
larly by the middle and end of the season. All last season's 
stalwarts, including Messrs. Miller, Hewitt,. Reeve, . Evans, 
Mathias Rose and Appleton, are now learmng a dIfferent 
sort of game ~ith Her Majesty's Forces, soon to be strength
ened also by Willy WilIson! And SO the coming season is in 
the nature of an experimental one. Fortunately we shall have 
some extremely promising newcomers from the Juniors to fill 
the vacant places, and if Messrs. Garrett, Kelner, Birch, 
Stalley, Mould, Whiffen, Spargo, Lamb, and Medhurst make 
the anticipated improvement, the Seniol's should be strong 
enough to at least hold their own against the opposition, and 
thus prepare the way for our big season to come next year, 
when we should have gained in experience and confidence. 

One game wc were sorry to lose is the annual match with 
the Evening News Coits, but it seems that this organisation 
has had to curtail their programmc for this season; possibly 
they may start up again. The season starts with home games 
on May 2nd and 3rd, versus Old Tenisonians and Tudor C.C. 
respectively, and the big matches have been arranged on the 
following dates:-July 5th, Lords Colts at home; July 25th, 
Hampshire Colts at home; August 24th, Hampshire Colts 
away at Southampton; August 30th, Essex Young Amateurs at 
home. We also hope to have two or three chaps in the 
Federation Representative team to play an Eton College XI 
at Eton on May 30th, and in the team to play at Lords on 
September 2nd. 

Well, there it is. We have practice facilities which first
class Clubs would envy; we have wickets which are as good 
as any of the good class Club sides; we have a crowd of good 
keen youngsters who, provided that they really do practice con
scientiously at the nets-and I don't mean just havinl{ a clout 
at every ball-will all improve upon their present ability. All 
that we need is some good old-fashioned summer weather to 
make this Coronation year of Cricket something to remember, 
and to look back upon with pride in the years to come. 

E.A.W. 

TIT .. BITS 
The biggest pat on the back this month goes to John Bishop's 

boys for bringing back the Federation Shakespeare Drama Cup 
to the Club for the first time in thirteen years. The Club's 
effort was really a great one, as John chose a piece requiring 
no less than fifteen on the stage. 

Seven goal victory over the Royal Naval Depot gave the 
first team the Lond?J'! ;League Premier Division Championship. 
In the Second DIVISIon the Club's reserve team finished 
runners-up. 

In winning both Junior and Senior Divisions of the Federa
tion football, the Boys' Club also had their share of success 
this season; this is in addit:on to the odd local successes. 
The Seniors were also finalists in the Federation and London 
Minor Cup Competitions. Mustn't forget-Webbo's reached 
the final of the Clapton and District Competition. 

The Rifle Shooting team were unable to retain the Federa
tion Shield won last year. They put up a good show, however, 
and gained second place in the competition this year. 

It hardly seems possible that so many boys fai~ to apprecia~e 
a really first class holiday. The numbers atteJ'!dmg Camp t~lS 
year will be low, but th.o~~ who do attend WIll not regret It. 
The advantages and facllrtles offered the boys at such a low 
price are quite unbelievable. 

Selectors for the A.A.A. team made a wise choice in choos
ing Derek Cox as first string hi~h jumper in the match. v. 
Universities. He won the event WIth a grand leap of 6 ft. 3ms. 
-and so early in the season. Keep up the good work, Derek. 

Congratulations al~o to Stan }ohnson's T.able Ten~is. poys 
on winning both Jumor and Semor Leagues II,l thell' DIVlSlons. 
They could hardly have done better. Selllors: 9 played, 
9 won. Juniors: 11 played, 11 won. 

Revision of Club activities programme might be made dur
ing the summer m.onths and will. P?ssibly r~suIt in a change 
of nights for certam classes. ThIS IS unaVOIdable as some of 
the classes have grown out of all proportion, and the present 
programme is somewhat unbalanced. "ONLOOKER." 

Whoever thought of the Leyton to Southend Relay had a 
brainwave, and it is very gratifying to know that it was spon
sored and run by the Club. The race was a terrific success, 
the organisation was as near perfect as possible, and the police 
were very co-operative all along the route, and it is probably 
an event that will grow in importance with the years. Sixteen 
athletic clubs, in teams of eight, took part, and a large crowd 
gathered at the starting point, Hainault Road, when the 
Mayor of Leyton, Alderman Mrs. King, started the race with 
a message to the Mayor of Southend. She was so thrilled that 
she followed the race and was present at the handing over of 
the message. Afterwards tea was served at the Kursaal to 
about 300 people, the teams and followers, and a fairly large 
crowd gathered at Southend to witness the finish. The Mayor 
of Southend, who happens to be a great sportsman and a 
Rotarian in the London Club, was so delighted that he said 
he hoped next year to give the teams a civic reception at the 
conclusion of the race. This was great news and will put the 
whole event on a solid foundation. 

As a very, very ancient Harrier, I was given the honour to 
present the cup for the first time, and believe me it was a 
terrific thrill; o?e felt it was the beginning of greater things 
to come. LookIng back on the past when the Harriers meant 
about 12 boys, who paid 1/6, for their outfit which included 
shorts, shoes and singlet, and who couldn't run much in any 
case, to presenting a cup for a race of this kind was onc of 
the greatest days of my life. The Club has started something 
really big!,. and full credit must go to those enthusiastic old 
Harrie.rs, .Les Golding and Jim Perkins. Many others had a 
hand m It as well, but these boys are always producing the 
ideas and supplying the energy to carry it through and they 
are se~ing results for their labours. We want ~n A.A.A. 
ChampIOnshIp now to complete the story, and it will come. 

The race itse~f was interesting. After the first two Japs 
Southend went mto a very strong lead at one period of the 
ra~e it looked as if, barring .accidents, they were home and 
drIed; but that great OlympIC runner, Geoff Iden, reduced 
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the lead for Victoria Park, and at the second lap before the 
finish, along came St. Albans. Victoria Park, St. Albans and 
Southend exchanged the leader's baton several times, but 
steadily the St. Albans boys drew away and the last lap saw 
them in a winning position and their last man had plenty in 
reserve to win comfortably, with Southend second and Victoria 
Park third. A really great race and one that whetted the 
appetite for more. 

The Harriers had stilI more success in the Federation cross
country race, winning all three events, the Junior, Senior and 
Old Boys, but the Junior event proved the sensation of the 
afternoon. Rex Gray was put in to make up the team; he 
had worked hard all the morning, arrived home at one o'clock, 
a hasty meal and off to run for the Club, and had the satisfac
tion of winning the Junior cross-country; a really great effort 
which not only gave great satisfaction to the Harriers, but 
produced a lad who can become a tip-top distance runner, out 
of the blue; and, incidentally, he is one of our keenest young 
members. 

I saw the London boys box against the New York boys at the 
Empress Hall. It was a great show. I thought our boys 
much the better boxers, but the Americans were harder hitters 
and adopted an entirely different style to our lads. They had 
the satisfaction of taking home the Duke of Edinburgh's 
trophy to New York, registering seven wins to our six. It 
was a great evening, and here again an annual event of this 
kind could be a great asset to the competitors and the two 
countries. Nicky Gargano put up a grand show by winning 
against a very strong boy. 

An item in the programme read: "In 1887, the Rev. W. M. 
Carter, of the Eton Mission, realised the need for such an 
organisation, and brought together 28 Clubs to form the 
'Federation of London Working Boys' Clubs and Institute'." 

This man was the first clergyman to have charge of the 
Eton Mission from which our Club sprang, and a great sports
man himself, founded one of the very earliest Boys' Clubs. He 
afterwards became Archbishop of Cape Town. His life's work 
has gone on in the Wick, in the Federation and elsewhere; one 
of the really great men about whom little is known, but to 
whom the Wick should be eternally grateful. Mr. Wellesley, 
another of our Managers, revived the Fed. with the help of 
the late Sir Charles Wrench, Mr. Villiers, Sir Edward Cadogan 
and Mr. Lindsay in 1908, and now it is firmly established. 
Its biggest need is for more good voluntary Clubs, or a re
organisation of Government sponsored Clubs, on the lines of 
our own. 

The Bowlers are off to a flying start, and they need all the 
:tnembers possible to swell theIr ranks. Our green is not used 
half as much as it might be, and these young old 'uns are 
looking- forward to a happy season. May all the Saturdays 
be bright. 

Cricket is also on the "tables," and the teams also arc look
ing for a good season. They had some grand games last year 
and arc hoping for better this. 

Don't forget the Coronation Party on the Wilderness, 
May 28th. This is going to be the Club's greatest ever effort 
in conjunction with Hackney and Leyton Councils. All the 
fun of the fair, six-a-side football, bands-all sorts of things, 
finishing with a huge firework display, and we want to make 
it a success. Tell your friends and turn up in your thousands. 
It's going to be a great "do." 

A word of congratulation to our boxing section, and especi
ally the trainers, who have done really well this season quietly 
but surely. Our boxers are coming back to the prominence 
they once held in amateur boxing. Nicky Gargano's effort in 
winning the London Championship was good; he was beaten 
in the All-England Finals, but is still quite young and has 
plenty of time yet to bring a title to the Club. He has cer· 

tainly had the opportunity of International experience, and 
there are still more good boys coming along. I want to see 
great things yet from A. Drew, a lad who was very impressive 
in the early part of the season. 

Our congratulations go to all the members of the first team 
on winning the London League. It was a grand effort and 
we look forward to having a party from the Club going to 
Wembley next year. 

Letter received by a teacher: 
Dear Miss, 

Sorry Johnny could not come to school to-day because 
he hasn't been. I have given him some medicine to 
make him go; and when he's been,. he'll come. 

Len Yates, writing from Port Elizabeth, South Africa: One 
or two paragraphs from the land of sunshine and wind-Port 
Elizabeth, S.A. We are, as you know, due to have an election, 
but except for tomatoes, eggs, bricks, and other missiles thrown 
at the speakers, fights both inside and outside the meeting 
places, canvassers being sjamboked, and natives stabbing each 
other, things are nice and quiet. Occasionally we have a 
major incident, such as somebody refusing to pay his fare on 
the 'bus, but such incidents are met with typical fortitude 
by the police, and they pass almost unnoticed. 

My latest experience was another trip to East London. 
Readers will remember my first trip, which the Editor titled 
"South African Journey"; this could easily be called "South 
African Journey Again." 

This was not exactly a pleasure trip, but more of a serious 
business journey (we were taking part in a friendly shoot with 
the East London R.C.). The party, thirty or so, were due to 
leave from the General Motors Plant at 5.45, and comprised 
teams from Port Elizabeth R.C., General Motors R.C., and 
the Railway R.C. We left at 6.30, with only 23 on board 
(rather like the old Club days I). Some of us were accom
panied by our wives, and others were feeling quite happy! 
The first stop was at Grahamstown for supper, and we had 
considerable difficulty in getting away owing to the fact that 
the town was completely crowded with female students who 
had come in for an investiture, or capping, or whatever it is 
called. I have never seen so much cream and pineapple 
assembled in one place at one time! All the married men 
thought we should stay the night at Grahamstown, and all the 
single men said that we should stay the night at Grahamstown. 
However, sufficient it is to write that we got going again and 
continued our journey, arriving at East London at two o'clock 
in the morning, at which hour even East London is a city of 
quiet. We commenced to shoot on the following morning; 
the weather was bright, and we fired the 100 yards targets 
first, at which I made 98. At 50 yards I just missed a 
possible with the gauge and got 99. At 25 yards it was a 
shambles, and my score of 97 spoilt my chances. The final 
tally gave East London a win, with General Motors second, 
and my Club third. I took second place in the individual, 
one point behind the winner. 

In the evening a party of us went out to the "Cocobana," a 
sort of road-house. Here we had a wonderful time, leaving at 
around 1 a.m.-good food, wine, and entertainment. 

We left East London on Sunday at noon, and after lunch at 
King Williamstown we made excellent time until the radiator 
boiled out, fouled the distributor, sprung a leak, and left us 
stranded on the highway. When the driver did get the engine 
to go we had so many backfires that the silencer blew clean 
out, soot, dust, baffles and all. Even so, the journey con
tinued, and the noise was rather like half a dozen tractors 
going at once, with short stops every ten miles or so for the 
engine to cool down. We arrived home late in the evening, 
tired, happy, and broke. 
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You will like to know that last month I was lucky eno~gh 
to be included in the East Cape Representative team, whIch 
carries Provincial honours. If the luck continues I hope to 
be included in the National Bisley which is held at Bloemfon
tein at the end of the month. 

Albert Shimmen, writing from Australia: Just to let you 
know that we are still alive down under. At last we have a 
house in a suburb called Regent's Park-familiar name to 
Londoners. We have 110 Zoo, though-at least until we 
arrived! 

I made a change of jobs recently and am now with Asso
ciated Newspapers. There is a heck of a wrangle going on 
at the moment over television, with the public the innocent 
bystanders. A commission has been set up, the technicians 
and the big business men argue, and the public sit back and 
wait for the outcome. I am glad to learn that Mottle and 
Eric have settled in at Melbourne; they seem to be getting 
around a bit. We spent part of the Easter holidays up in the 
Blue Mountains, and I also put in a little time painting the 
roof of my mother-in-law's house. This is something that is 
very rarely seen in England. 

George Howlett's wife came over a few weeks ago; t~ey are 
both quite well and happy. :rh ere was some great excItement 
in Sydney when the AustralIan troops marched throug~ the 
city .after returning from Korea; they had a great receptIOn. 

The summer must be with you now in England, and sum
mer means cricket and the Test Matches. I think that the 
Australian team will make a very good show in these games; 
they have the right temperament and have a lot of talent. 

We have been here just a year now, and have gained a lot 
more knowledge of Australia, Australians, and the way of ~ife. 
On the whole it is pretty good, although there are some thmgs 
which do not measure up to the standards back home. But 
still I suppose it is the same the whole world over. One 
continually thinks of England as the yard stick with which to 
measure or to make comparisions in other parts of the world, 
and in many respects this country is rather lacking. 

The organising system for the big events, sporting and 
otherwise, does not seem to be so hot, and I doubt whether 
the Australians will cope with the Olympics successfully. No 
doubt they will have to "import" some specialists in order to 
show them how it should be done .. Australia is still a com
parative new country-there is much to be learned in many 
things yet. U.T.M. . 
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LONG MAY SHE REIGN 
.. The tumult and the shouting dies, the Captains and the 

Kings depart." The Coronation, with all its Pomp, Splendour 
and Pageantry, and all that it implies is over. Our young 
and glorious Queen has been crowned in the solemn majesty 
and dignity of Westminster Abbey. And so has ended a 
period of rejoicing the like of which many of us in the Club 
will never see again. To those of us who heard the broad
cast, or who saw it on the Television screens, or on the films, 
it was the event of a lifetime, and something that we wiJI 
remember to our dying day. 

And yet although for most of us the Coronation itself is 
over, for our Queen and her devoted husband, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, it is only the beginning of a life-time to· be spent 
in the service of this great country, which is the heritage of 
us all. To them comes an added responsibility, and, with 
God's help, the greatest era of happiness, peace and prosperity 
that this country has ever known. Over the last few years 
progress and science has combined to bring to us wonders 
and marvels which did not seem possible. It is an age of 
miracles· and of progress, with the promise of even more 
wonderful and greater things still to come. Great Britain 
and the Commonwealth, with the Empire beyond the seas, 
represents the greatest contribution to the future happiness 
of the world and to civilisation. With the great American 
nation, and with the "new" spirit of co-operation which is 
manifesting itself, although slowly, in the countries behind 
the "Iron Curtain," there was never a time when the future 
looked 50 bright. 

With all these things there is the danger that 50 many 
of us will be content to sit back, and to let others do the work 
of making this great new world possible. Nothing could be 
more wrong, and to us who form a part in the Club and 
Youth movement in which the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh have, and still continue, to take such a great interest, 
must do all in our power to help in the glorious task ahead. 
The Queen has dedicated her life to the service of our country 
and to her people, and it would be as well for us to remember 
her spoken words, first on the occasion of her 21st birthday: 

"I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it 
. be long or short, shall be devoted to your service and 

the service of our great imperial family to which we 
all belong, but I shall not have strength to carry out 
this resolution alone unless you join in it with me as 
I now invite you to do." 

And again in her speech to us all after the Coronation, 
when she said:-

"Throughout this memorable day I have been uplifted and 
sustained by the knowledge that your thoughts and 
prayers were with me. I have been aware all the time 
that my peoples, spread far and wide throughout every 
continent and ocean in the world, were united to sup
port me in the task to which I have now been dedi
cated with such solemnity." And: "I have in sin
cerity, pledged myself to your service, as so many of 
you are pledged to mine. Throughout all my life and 
with all my heart I shall strive to be worthy of your 
trust." 

Inspiring words these, and a challenge to all of us. Is it 
too much to ask of us to give up some part of our time in 
service to her, and for the ideals that she will strive so hard 
for? 

There are so many ways in which we can help. For the 
young there is service to the home, to the parents, to the 
brothers and sisters, to the school, club and the church. For 
the older people there is service to the children, the family 
circle, industry, and ~ocial life around us. To· the old there 
is the memory of service willingly given in all these things, 
the desire to help, and the satisfaction that they too have 
contributed in the great task of making this country and the 
Commonwealth the great power that it is. To all of us, 
young and old, there is the call for even greater service and 
help to our beloved Queen in the years ahead. Together we 
shall go on to a great and glorious future-the past is gone, 
the beginning of a new world is here. We must not fail now. 

THE EDITOR. 

Congratulations 
To Mr. and Mrs. George Seward, on the birth of a son, Peter, 

The Wilderness Coronation Display 
The evening of Thursday, 28th May, saw what was un

doubtedly the finest show ever staged on the Wilderness. 
Some 4,000 people came along, and although this was not as 
large a crowd as we had hoped, the Wilderness looked very 
busy indeed, with, we were glad to see, Club members there 
in force, complete dith their families and relatives. 

The. display was started by the arrival of the Band of the 
Grenadier Guards, which had marched from the Leyton Town 
Hall to the grounds. The Wilderness has been seen to advan
tage on many an occasion, but the band's arrival was indeed 
a splendid moment; the splash of vivid colour formed by the 
scarlet tunics of the marching guardsmen had its perfect 
complement and foil in the lush green of the newly-mown 
and sweet-scented grass, and viewed from the opposite end 
of the ground, one saw the rippling wave of colour surmounted 
by the sleek blackness of the bearskins steadily and so superbly 
advancing towards the arena to the sound of stirring music. 
It was a magnificent sight, and one that I am sure all who saw 
it will not readily fo.rget. Pied Piper-like, the crowd followed 
the marching band, and in a few moments where before there 
had been a scattered onlooker or two, there was now a mass 
of happy people. Indeed a fitting start to a Coronation 
Celebration. 

The majority of the events were staged in the arena men· 
tioned above, which was a large circle 400 feet in diameter 
situated on the top field beyond the rugger pitch. It was 
here that the sheep-dogs showed their skill, although this 
seems an inadeqdate word to describe their uncanny ability 
to understand and obey the slightest wish of their handler. 
It seemed incredible, but as the dogs so intelligently went 
about their task of shepherding the slowly milling sheep, the 
hundreds of spectators were absolutely silent and still, and 
one really felt that the dropping of the proverbial pin might 
indeed have created a frightful clatter. 

From the calm of the sheep-dogs we passed to the noise 
and bravado of the motor cycling display and the children, 
of whom there seemed to be hundreds, temporarily stopped 
eating ice-cream to watch ten burly men mount a moving 
motor cycle. No doubt if the truth were known the children 
were really waiting and hoping for them to fall off, but for
tunately their bloodthirsty instincts were not gratified. 

During all this activity in the arena the Temple Mills 
ground was the scene of two six-a-side football tournaments. 
The Spurs, who were the favourites for the professional com
petition, were soon toppled from their lofty perch, losing 
by a most depressing margin to West Ham, who eventually 
went on to win the final by defeating the Arsenal, despite the 
presence in the Gunner's team of our Own Len Wills. 

The amateur tournament went rather surprisingly to Leyton, 
who defeated Leytonstone in the final after a very good game. 
The Club side had been beaten in the first round by Leyton
stone. 
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On the Eton Mission pitch schoolboy boxing was in full 
swing, with more energy being expended :per square foo~ tha~ 
in any other part of the ~round. Imm~dJately to o.ne Side 0 

the boxing, an archery display w.as taking place with arrows 
seemingly flying everywhere, but smce ~e have had no reports 
of anyone being deflated by an arrow, It would seem that .they 
must have been under closer control t~an was at fir~t obvIous. 
In point of fact the experts were findmg the bull WIth .alI1!osJ 
monotonous regularity, but the spectators who were I~vlte 
to try their skill did not appear to find the feat qUite so 
simple. 

The Seniors' cricket ground, now generally known as the 
"Valley," saw the playing of w~at was probably the first 
single-wicket cricket game played I.n Londo~ for ma~y years. 
Mr. Douglas Jardine was non-playmg captam of a sld~ com
prising the Northampton players, B. Reynolds, E. Davls a~d 
D. C. Greasley; and Mr. Do~glas Insole, the Essex capt~m, 
was acting in a similar capacity for a team of the follow.mg 
Essex players, T. C. Dodds, B. Taylor, and W. T. Grecnsmlth. 
Although the tcams were only three-a side, with each m.e~ber 
of the fielding side bowling in turn, there were four additIOnal 
non-batting and non-bowling fielders ~tIld a wicketkeeper with 
a similar limited function, all supphed by t.he CI!Ib.. The 
match was a close one with the Essex team Just wllllllng by 
one wicket, Dicky Dodds scoring over 40 for t~em. It 'Yas 
most interesting to watch these fine players qUIckly learlllng 
and adapting themselves to the different techniq,!e of the 
game. From the point of view of the. spectat~r It was an 
unusual experience to bc able to stand rIght behu:d the bat~
man and from a distance of 11 few feet watch him p~ay .hls 
shots, and similarly to be able to watch the bowler delIveXll.1g 
the ball from such close quarters. Our fielders were nO.t dIS
graced "Ali" Barber kept wicket with his usual efficlcncv, 
and "Scotty" Garrett and Bill Snelling took four extremely 
good catches between them. 

Back in the main arena a number of very ~efty men we~e" 
doing their utmost to break a perfectly good. pIece of rop.e m 
the Tug-'o-war, the winners being the NatIOnal ChampIOns, 
the Royal Army Ordnance Corps team, who dem?nstrated the 
value of training and teamwork-they really dId pull as a 
team and although their opponents in the final, Fords Sports, 
gave'them one good pull, the result was never in any sort of 
doubt. 

Another item in which team work was of paramount impor
tance was the physical training d.isplay given by the ~oyal 
Air Force team, the members of which were nearly all NatlO~al 
Servicemen. They put up a wonderful show and one which 
the spectators immensely appreciated. 

As the evening began to draw to its close the crowd began 
to gather at the far end of the ground for the grand finale
a wonderful firework display on the high ground the other 
side of Temple Mill Lane. As the barrage of rockets and 
maroons began to light up the sky, the whole sports ground 
took on a ne)\' and velvety beauty, and there is no doubt that 
if the start of the evening had had its moment of grandeur, 
then the end too had this moment of beauty and splendour; 
and as the final set piece depicting Her Majesty Queen Eliza
beth II and H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh brilliantly burst 
into being in the heavens, then there were many exclamations 
of surprise and delight from the assembled crowd-truly a 
fitting end to a wonderful evening. 

It would be both ungracious and ungrateful not to mention 
the great service given by the seemingly myriads of helpers, 
both from the Leyton Town Hall and from the Club itself, 
who so willingly gave of their timc and energy to make the 
display possible. They really did a wonderful job, and it 
seems appropriate to end these notes with a simple "Thank 
you I" to them all. O.W.H. 

The Leyton to Southend Road Relay 
Owing to the pressure of work on the Floodlit Meeting, 

coupled with preparations for the new track season, the account 
of this relay had to be left over to this month, but readers 
will probably be pleased to have a few details of this new 
event. This relay, which was promoted and organised through
out by the Harriers, was the first ever to be run over the 
main Southend road, and, as our good friend "The Mouse" 

reported last month, proved most successful. The famous 
London to Brighton relay organised by the "News of the 
World," has for some yea!s been rather a ."closed shop" ~nd 
invitations are now issued only to the fas~!Ona~le ~r top-hr:e 

I b II'cy which has met with some dIssenSIOn 111 athletlc c u s, a po , d'ffi l' 
circles, although we acknowledge the J?ro.ml oters t I cu ties on 
this score. Therefore we felt that a Slml ar v~n ure, r~n over 
the Southend road, and open to the l~ss~r h%hts, mlg~t be 
popular and the resul t was most gratIfYlIlg 1Il that sixteen 
clubs mostly from the North London and Essex are~s but 
including teams from places as far as St. Albans and GUIldford 
supported the new venture. . . 

We were most fortunate III that the proprIetors of the 
Leytonstone Express and Independent" ~indly p:esented. a 
trophy for annual competition, and also III rec~lVlIlg officlUl 
recogition, for the Mayor of Leyton, Mrs. ~. KIIlg, ].P., ~ot 
only agreed to start the race but followed It throughout WIth 
much interest. . 

Transport in an event ~f this na~ure is, of ~~urse, of ~,nmary 
importance and ou: offiCIals certrunly were III a flap whe:l 
with but a few mlllutes to go before the start the Manor s 
coach which was to lead the way up to the first changeover 
at Gdnt's Hill, had failed to arrive and also one judge (plus 
car) had reported his inability to b~ present. Fort,:na~ely t!le 
coach turned up and a quick readjustment of offiCials dutIes 
by Les Golding got over a nasty spot. Start was at 2 p.~. 
from Hainault Road and the first men got away on the 4-nule 
stretch to Gant's Hill at which point Queen's Park were just 
ahead of Chelmsford, 'Hampstead and Victoria Pa~k, \~ith our 
own George Smith, who faded badly. the last mile, III 13th 
position. The long, second leg to Pettlts Lane saw a tremen
dous struggle and Jones put in a great run to take Southend 
from 6th to 1st and Wadham went into 2nd place, while Bill 
Jenner clocking 30 mins. 22 secs. for the near 5 miles "leg," 
took u~ up to 10th. The third leg~another long one-foun.d 
Southend still weJl in the lead despIte a great run by Olymp.c 
Marathon runner Geoff Iden fo,r the V.P.H., Wadham were 
3rd Chelmsford 4th St. Albans 5th, and Sid Morley, having 
an '''off-day'' droppe'd us back to 14th. From here the posi
tion altered but slightly until the 6th leg when St. Albans 
jumped to 2nd place, and with the V.P.E. also well there and 
Southend having run all their best men the race became open. 
As we expected, St. Albans challenged. on leg 7 and w~nt ,into 
the lead followed by the Park, and thIS order was mmntalIled 
to the finish. Our last five runners, Peter Keen, Eric Smeeton, 
"Chips" WiIliamson, Ron Skelsey, and Brian Cole, all held 
their place, or improved one, and we were quite satisfied when 
Brian Co le ran in 11 th in 3 hrs. 19 mins. 46 secs.-nearly 
14 mins. behind the winners St. Albans-time 3 hrs. 5 mins. 47 
secs. Hornsey St. Mary's, Guildford, Wadham, Ponders End, 
and Loughton were in our rear. 

Each club provided its own coach filled with supporters, 
and excitement ran high at various periods of the race. From 
our angle we felt that for a first effort this event went off 
very well, and what faults did arise were entirely minor ones, 
such as better siting of take-over points, etc. The Southend 
Relay should become an "annual" for Easter Saturday. 

The Leyton Floodlit Meeting 
We were once again blessed with a good evening for 'this 

meeting which has now undoubtedly attained the rank of a 
major affair. Support both from athletes and officials was 
really very good and a capacity crowd were kept keenly in
terested in a first-class programme which was as good, and 
indeed superior, to many meetings held at the White City. 

The hi~hlight was undoubtedly the attempt on the World 
4 x 1,500 metres relay record by the Achilles team of Chris 
Brasher, David Law, Chris Chataway, and Roger Bannister. 
It was unfortunate that the brilliant young Cambridge miler, 
Peter Robinson, had to drop out owing to injury, but Brasher 
tonk his place at short notice and did his very best against 
Don McMiIlan, the Australian Olympic "star" on the first 
"leg." Well as Brasher and Law ran, however, it was obvious 
that the chance of the record had gone when Chataway 
started his run, and interest waned somcwhat until Bannister 
took over for the last leg. His wonderfully smooth action 
was a delight to watch, and although the crowd were perhaps 
disappointed at the time achieved-which, however, was a 
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new British best performance-they had the, consolation of 
seeing this very fine runner in action. Many youngsters 
should have learnt much. 

McDonald Bailey-despite the reported "incident" over the 
use of his starting blocks (which we did not hear of on the 
track)-and Arthur Wilkins, who was acting as Steward at 
the start assured me that Mac did use his own blocks, for 
Arthur pulled them out afterwards, ran in usual fluent style 
although he had a job to peg ba<;k a "flier" from Shenton. 
John Disley, in the absence of Chrls Brasher, ha~ matters all 
his own way in the Steeplechase, and John Savldge put the 
Shot with great effect. All the events had a "star" entry and 
interest was maintained at a high level throughout. Brian 
Cole ran extremely well in the Junior Mile, holding his own 
until the last lap when Terry Collins, the Southern Junior 
Champion, drew away to :win in fast ti~e. Tony l1ay also 
did well to gain 4th place III the other MIle event agmnst first 
class and older opposition. Peter Hodges ran two great races 
in heat and final of the Youths' 220 and was narrowly bea~en 
into second place in 23.8 secs. Peter was but a yard behmd 
and would have won in another ten yards. 

Derek Cox won the High Jump, clearing 6ft. 2in., a very 
fine jump at a chilly time of the evening and under flood
lights and a performance which augurs well for a successful 
seaso~. The final event, the 3 miles, was notable for the 
tremendous effort of Gordon Pirie who reeled off lap after 
lap at a terrific pace and was very close to the British record 
when he finished. 
Results:-

100 Metres: 1, E. McDonald Bailey (Poly. H.) 10.8; 2, B. 
Shenton (Poly. H.) 10.9; 3, A ]. Purver (TVH) 11.1; 4, D. J. 
Milton (Woodford Gn.). 

440 Yards: 1, L. A. Smith (City of Rochester A.C.) 49.0; 
2, P. G. Fryer (London A.C.) 49.0; 3, A. D. Sexton (Cambridge 
Univ.); 4, D. ]. Rawe (Herne Hill H.). 

880 Yards: 1, B. S. Hewson (Mitcham A.C.) 1:57.1; 2, D. 
Leftwich (Southgate H.) 1 :57.3; 3, R. T. Day Cambridge 
Univ.); 4, P. D. Barber (Darnley A.C.). 

3 Miles Team Race: 1, S.L.H. 9 pts.; 2, Essex B. 12; 
3 Shaftesbury H. 31; 4, Poly. 33. Ind.-1, D. A G. Pirie 
(S.L.H.) 13 :54.8; 2, P. B. Driver (S.L.H.); 3, G. Knight 
(Essex B.). 

440 Yards Hurdles: 1, A. W. Scott (Achilles) 54.8; 2, A. ]. 
Hardy (Woodford Gn.) 55.0; 3, T. S. Farrell (Liverpool H. 
and A.C.); 4, Cp!. B. Thomas (Army). 

3,000m. Steeplechase: 1, J. 1. Disley (Lon~on A.C.) 9: 17.4; 
2, J: Bromley (Belgrave H.); 3, E. G. Elhs (TVH); 4, A. 
PerklllS (Ilford A.C.). 

Mile Medley Relay "A": 1, Polytechnic H. 3: 32.8; 2, 
Achilles Club 3 :34.2; 3, Belgrave H; 4, South London H. 

Mile Medley Relay "B": 1, Woodford Gn. 3 :36.8; 2, Essex 
Beagles; 3, Victoria Park H. 

4 x 1 500m. Relay: 1, Achilles (C. W. Brasher 3: 58.4; 
D. Law:3 :56; C. J. Chataway 3 :58.4; R. G. Bannister 3 :56.8) 
15: 49.6; 2, ]. Bank's Team (D. R. T. Macmillan, Poly H.; 
R. Dunkley, Poly. H.; A. J. Weeks-Pearson, Blackheath H.; 
J. V. Beesley, Cambridge Univ.). 

Youths' 220 Yards: 1, D. H. Segal (TVH) 23.8; 2, P. 
Hodges (Eton Manor A.C.); 3, F. H. Brittain (Southend A.C.). 

Junior Mile "A": 1, T. J. Collins (Ilford A.C.) 4: 28.0; 
2, R. J. D'Archambaud (S.L.H.); 3, B. R. Co le (Eton Manor 
A.C.). 

Junior Mile "B": 1, F. J. Wright (Bclgrave H.) 4: 29.4; 
2, F. G. J. Salvat (Finchley H.); 3, D. J. Fear (Watford H.); 
4, A. May (Eton Manor A.C.). 

High Jump: 1, D. R. Cox (Eton Manor A.C.) 6ft. 2in.; 
2, 1. Ll. Jones (Cambridge Univ.) 6ft. Oin.; 3, A. P. Orton 
Shaftesbury H.) 6ft. Din. 

Hop, Step and Jump: 1, K. Wilms~urst (Walton A.C.) 
45ft. 3in.; 2, J. Whall (Kent AC.) 42ft. 7m.; 3, G. A. Jeffries 
(Oxford Univ.) 42ft. 2tin. 

Pole Vault: 1, G. M. Schmidt (John Fisher Sch.) 11ft. 8in.; 
2, G. D. Howland (Shaftesbury H.) 11ft. 4in.; 3, A. B. ~opkins 
(Walton A.C.) and D. A. Holmes (Walton A.C) 10ft. 6m. . 

Shnt: 1, J. Savidge (R.N. and R.M.) 53ft. 311l.; 2, T. Puklts 
(Lincoln Wellington A.C.) 44ft. 3:i!:in.; 3, D. F. Vanhegan 
(Southgate H.) 43ft. 3:lin. 

WOMEN 

lOOm.: 1, J. Desforges (Essex L.A.C.) 12.4; 2, A. Johnson 
(Cambridge H.); 3, S. Haskins (Spartan L.A.C.). 

80m. Hurdles: 1, S. Sewell (Orpington A.C.) 11.7; 2, D. 
Harper (Wycombe L.AC.) 12.3; 3, 1. Pond (L.O.A.C.). 

High Jump: 1, D. Tyler (Mitcham L.A.C.) 5ft. 3in.; 2, M. 
Hudson (Spartan L.A.C.) 5ft. Oin.; 3, S. Cawley (Spartan 
L..A.C.) 4ft. llin. 

4 x 110 Yards Relay: 1, Essex Ladies' A.C. 49.7; 2, Spartan 
Ladies' AC.; Cambridge H.; London Olympiades A.C. 

Shot: 1, J. Linsell (Essex L.A.C.) 41ft. lOin. (new British 
Record) '2, S. Farmer (Brighton L.AC.) 36ft. 9in.; 3, G. 
Buddle (Mitcham A.C.) 35ft. lino 

HARRIERS' NOTES 
The track season, now just over a month old, got away to 

a splendid start, particularly from the Boys' side of the Club. 
Over thirty lads have been present on most training nights, 
and if we can get them to stick to it we have the material 
which will make itself felt in a year or two. "Pie" Wilkins 
has more than his hands full as the Team Manager. Len 
Kerridge and Ben Gatward have the hurdlers and sprinters 
pretty well in hand, whilst Jim Perkins is concentrating on 
the jumpers. Dickie Rankin has taken on the job of starter, 
whilst Alan Wood's efforts as Vc track and equipment are 
absolutely invaluable. Freddie F~ancis, anothe; of the ol~er 
Harriers has come forward to gtve us a helpIng hand With 
the ma~y young newcomers. We still require a number of 

. not so old Old Boys who are badly needed for "B" team 
matches, and for padding out the teams generally. No names 
need be mentioned in this respect, but I am hopeful that they 
will rake out those old spikes and come along to the track. 

DuI' first meeting of the season was the ~.A~. at t.he 
Wilderness and as usual our team was as vafled III quahty 
as it was in age. We did, however, have th.e ~atisfaction ?f 
fielding our four men in every event, and fimslung second m 
our Division to Hampstead Harriers., 

The next two matches were won, Grafton and H~rcules being 
disposed of on May 16th and Ponders End ,Illld Old Plaisto
vians on May 21st. In the latter match Ken Fennell (known 
to the Otters as "the Horse") obliged with the Javelin, and 
recorded 160ft. 9in., a throw well up to County standard. 
Our first Club meeting drew a field of thirty for the 109 yds. 
handicap, and was won by Pat Bt;ard off 14 y;ds. by .1Ilches 
from Peter Hodges off 3i yds., WIth Len Kerrldge thud off 
411- yds. All the nine competitors in the Three Mile Handicap 
showed remarkably fast times, and resulte~ in Br~an Cole 
winning fairly comfortably with the remalllder fatrly well 
bunched on handicap allowance. Colin Daniels won the Lo~g 
Jump with 19ft. 4!in., with Doug Hart second with 18ft. 911l. 
and Dan Oliver third with 18ft. 4in. 

Entries are now in for the Federation and on paper it 
would seem that we are not quite as strong as last year, but 
keenness is our strong point, and hard work, I hope, will do 
the rest. 

A CHAMPION 
Unlike my friend and co-partner, "Ajax,". I am a .little 

chary of predicting "certs."; maybe I am afratd Of putt~ng a 
"J onah" on things, but thIS I feel I ~an say: 'It .wIll be 
sheer bad luck or a very good man lIldeed tha t WIll stop 
Derek Cox from bringing our first A.A.A. Championship to 
Eton Manor." Derek has overcome what I think was his 
only obstacle-Iaek of confidence ip his o.wn ~bility-~nd is 
now without doubt the most conSIstent htgh Jumper III the 
country to-day. Here are his performances at the time of 
writing:-

Leyton Floodlit Meeting 6ft. 2in. 
A.A.A. and Oxford 6ft. 2in. 
A.A.A. and Cambridge 6ft. Hin. 
Kodak Sports 6ft. lin. 
Inter-Counties Championships 6ft. 2in. 
Caledonian Games 6ft. 3in. 

In the last event at the White City, Derek was awarded 
the Daily Telegraph Challenge Trophy for the best athletic 
performance of the Meeting. 

I 
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County Championships, May 20th 
Forty-eight Juniors and· Youths were entered for the Essex 

and Middlesex Championships, of whom thirty-six CO~I?eted. 
Two could not obtain leave from the Fo~ces, two were mJure~, 
and of the remaining eight an inquest IS to be held to see If 
the cause is anything other than chronic inertia. In .the Essex 
at Ashton Playing Fields, Ted Yeend took the High JUI?P 
with 5£t. ?in., his best effort to date. Ted works hard wIth 
Derek Cox and is learning a lot from him fast. Tom Bowers 
won the Hurdles very easily, and Dcnnis Flac~ did very well 
to gain second place in the 220 yds.. In the Mld~lesex at Pa~
dington our boys had to contend. wIth very formidable. OPPOSI
tion and times were returned whIch would not have dlsgraccd 
Senior competitors. Peter Hodges gained third place in the 
Youths 100 yds. and 220 yds., being beaten in both eve~ts 
by Thomas of Mill Hill School and Segal of T.V.H. WIth 
times of 10.4 and 23.2. Terry Pars~:lIls was fifth in the 2.20 
yds. whilst Anthony reached the semI-finals of both the spn~t 
events. Alan Biggs was second in the Pole Vault, ~nd BIll 
GIibbery second in the Hurdles. Ted ~onopka an? Bnan C<;>le 
gained a standard in the 880 yds. Bnan won hiS heat qUlte 
comfortably in 2 mins. 3.2 secs., but a snort~r of a. final won 
by Public Schools Champion, Roger Dunkley 111 1 mm. 57 secs. 
had Brian all at sea and he was beaten much further than 
he should have been. However, the lesson has been learnt, 
a.nd I c!oubt whether it will happon agaill. Bill Croome reached 
the final of the Youths' 880 yds. but failed through lack of 
confidence in himself. Chips Williamson with 4.47 and Tony 
May with 4.49 both gained .Standards in the Mile. Chips 
reached the final but as he IS not yet completely recovered 
from ankle trouble had to take things steady. Tony is finding 
it hard to get back to his sparkling form of last. season,. but his 
showing here is not at all bad, and better times wIll come 
soon. Our plum of the day was Nat Fisher's 4.43 mile, which 
takes him into the Final on June 6th. 

House Competitions 
The early season, by which the House Competitions are of 

necessity held, no doubt contributed to the rather small entry, 
but what was lacking in quantity was very definitely offset by 
quality, and the last competition was one of the best since the 
war. The highlights· of the meeting: Peter Hodges, with 
10.6 for the 100 yds., Benningfield with 4ft. llin. for the 
Junior High Jump, and the two miles, which, although it 
attracted but two runners in Keough and Newman, was a 
battle from .the gun to the finish. 

RESULTS 
100 yds. Junior. Anthony, Denham, Fishman 
100 yds. Senior. Hodges, Flack, Daniels 
220 yds. Junior. Anthony, Fishman, Abrahall 
220 yds. Senior. Hodges, Flack, Bowers 
440 yds. Junior. Giles, Harvey, Brown 
440 yds. Senior. Kirby, Lear, Holness 
880 yds. Junior. Giles, Hunt, Gray ... 
880 yds. Senior. May, Konopka, Marsh 
Mile, Junior. Hunt (only starter) 
Mile, Senior. May. Croome, Holness 
Two Miles. Keough, Newman 
High Jump, Junior. Benningfield, Beard, J. 
High Jump, Senior. Barrett (only jumper) 
Long Jump, Junior. Denham, Anthony, Hooker 
Long Jump, Senior. Daniels, Clark ... 
Hop, Step, Jump. Daniels, Saitch, Keough 
Shot. Bowers, Nicholson, Hodges ... 
Relay, Junior. White House (only starters). 
Relay, Senior. White, Red, Green ... 

11.5 
10.6 
26.4 
24.6 
61.0 
59.0 

2.24.4 
2.13.6 

5.24 
4.54 

11.15.6 
4ft. l1in. 

'" 4ft. 4in. 
17ft. 1in. 
17ft.4in. 

36ft. nin. 
35ft. 2:\-in. 

3.58.6 

TABLE TENNIS 
~part from the final of the Old Boys' Federation, in which 

Islmgton y'M.C.A, are our opponents, the season has ended. 
Looking back, and summing up, as it were, I can say that 
al~ho~gh it was not altogether !!- successful season from a cup~ 
wmnIDg angle, or of medals eIther, we did a great deal of 
good work in blooding youngsters into the more serious matter 
of league competitions an~ matches, and the showing in the 
latter part of the season glVes us cause to be more optimistic. 

I feel that next year, with th.e present players plus the aid 
of three or four from the serVIces, we can get together some 
really successful teams. The fact that we shall only be run
ning the one team in Divisio~ 1 of the .East London League, 
will make for greater strength ID the remamder. 

One sad thought is that so far I have not had any volun
teers, other than Harry Spraggs and Bob Shears, to run teams 
for next season. There must be many older chaps who, have 
had a lot of fun out of the game in the past who would be 
prepared to help us out at a difficult time. , 

Just to give a summary of how the respective teams finished 
up in their League competitions, they are as follows:-

"A" Team. Division 1. Middle of League Table. 
"B" " " 1. Bottom and Relegated. 
"C"" " 2.b. Middle of League Table. 
"D" ,,2.a. Bottom but one and relegated. 
"E" " " 2.b. Bottom and Relegated. 
"F" ,,3.b. Third from Top. 
"G"" " 3.c. Middle of League Table. 

London League. In this competition we finished somewhere 
around the middle of the table. In the Leyton Youth League 
our team finished the season at the bottom of the table, but 
we must make excuses for our boys; they are only very young 
members competing against much older lads, and gaining 
very val~able match experience which will be of great value 
to them later. John Dover has done a very good job of 
running the tea~, and with Mick Griffiths and Mick Doody, 
improving with every game. 

The Hackney Youth League again came up to my expecta
tions and packed up. Maybe it is the fault of chaps like me. 
Most of these sort of competitions pack up only because of 
the lack of keenness on the part of the Team Secretaries, and 
the players who fail to turn up for matches which are arranged. 
As a matter of fact, we still have to receive the cup that we 
won in this competition last year, even though I have written 
several times about it. To my knowledge this is the third 
time that this competition has packed up, and it will be some 
time before I enter a team in this again. As I have already 
mentioned last month, our Federation teams did quite well 
without winning any cups, although the Juniors received 
runners-up medals. The Old Boys' team is strongly fancied 
to win the Old Boys' Federation Cup Final. In the "Daily 
Mirror" Competition Bill Moss and Dave Birch reached the 
sixth sound. Ken Beamish won the Singles competition organ
ised by St. Mark's, beating Les Sawyer, whoa little later won 
the Essex Championship. 

The boys who have made the greatest progress this season 
are Dave Birch, Albert Ban'ett, and, to a lesser degree, Frank 
Barrett. Two others who will do well next season are Simp
son and Doody, provided that they keep up with the prac
tising. 

The various A.G.M.'s of the respective competitions are 
now be:ng held. One of the important items is a proposal 
to increase the entrance fees and subscriptions. It is costing 
us plenty already with the number of teams that we run. and 
we may have to cut down on the teams in consequence. Table 
Tennis is one of those sections that is all payout and nothing 
coming in! In any case, unless those volunteers come along 
to run the teams we shall be cutting down anyway. 

Keep in practice, lads. STAN ]OHNSON. 

BOXING 
The Schoolboys' Open-air Boxing Tournament held on the 

Wilderness on May 28th was strictly confined to boys under 
fifteen, nevertheless we had eleven young Manorites taking 
part. Being representatives of the local schools who were in 
oppositIon to good class bo,xers from all parts, they naturally 
lost more contests than they won. The programme included 
three G;r~a.t Britain Champions,. several London champions and 
many dlvlSlonal London ChampIOns, and our boys did extremely 
well, therefore, to return five wins and six losses. Our winners 
were )ohnny Barton, S. Tizzard, P. Medcraft, Brian Agass, 
an? Dicky Morton. ?ur losers: John Lilly, George Wiggins, 
MlCk Brennan, C. SklDner, Tony Harris and Terry O'Brien. 
Well done, lads. 

"WRIGHT HOOK." 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL PERSONS, PAST AND 
PRESENT, CONNECTED IN ANY WAY TO THE 

BOXING SECTION 
For some time now the Boxing Club Committee has been 

toying with the idea of staging a Reunion Dinner at the Club. 
You may already know that in recent months both the Foot
ball and Running Sections have staged similar functions with 
great success. It isn't necessary for me to tell you that the 
success of such a venture depends entirely on the support of 
members, and we are certain that you will do all you can 
to co-operate by being present, preferably with your lady 
friend or wife, at the first Boxing Club Annual Reunion 
Dinner and Dance. 

We realise that there are many obstacles, pa.rtieularly for the 
family man and those now living away from London, but if 
you could do all you can to be present, we will do our utmost 
to give you a most enjoyable evening, and we know that you 
would be more than glad of the chance of meeting your own 
particular Club friends under such pleasant conditions. 

We ·are endeavouring to contact all members who have been 
connected with the Boxing Club at any time in the past, and 
for your information a list of names will be displayed on the 
Club notice board. If by chance you know that we have left 
a member's name off the list, by all means bring it to my 
notice. Although it is a little early, you would no doubt like 
a few details. First and foremost make a note of the provi
sional date and see that you are free when the time comes. 

(a) Provisional date for the Dinner and Dance, to be held 
at the Club, is Saturday, December 19th, 1953. This 
is subject only to the response on the part of members, 
a minimum of eighty guests required. 

(b) The evening will consist of a four-course dinner. Band 
will play throughout the meal and for dancing after
wards. 

(c) There will be a licensed bar on the premises. 
(d) It is not possible at this stage to state the exact cost, 

but in any case the inclusive charge per head will be 
kept at an absolute minimum. 

(e) An effort will be made to contact by post all persons 
connected with the Boxing Section at any time in the 
past. All you are asked to do is to complete the 
questionnaire and return it to me without delay. 

G. H. E. JACKSON. 

FOOTBALL 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Old Boys' Football 
Club was held on the Wilderness on Sunday May 31st, with 
some 40-odd members present-a remarkably good turn-out 
considering that it followed upon the Dance and "Boozaar" 
held at Waterden Road the evening before. 

Taff Wilson was in the Chair, and after the minutes of the 
previous A.G.M. had been read and approved, Ernie Osgood, 
the Hon. Secretary, gave his report. It had been a very happy 
and successful season, with all members doing their best to 
keep the name of the Club to the fore. The first team had 
been successful in winning the London League Premier Divi
sion Championship, and the second team had done better than 
anticipated by being runners-up in the Second Division. 

We were rather unlucky in the various Cup competitions, 
coming up against very strong opposition early on, although 
the defeat in the preliminary round of the F.A. Amateur Cup 
by Epping Town would for ever remain a mystery. 

Mr. Osgood said that there was very little chance of our 
application to join the Athenian League or the Corinthian 
League coming off, as it was understood that neither of these 
competitions would be making any changes for next season. 
Mr. Osgood referred to the "controversial" question of players 
who wished to apply to play for "outside" Clubs, and said 
that it might be felt necessary to have some discussion on this 
point later. 

The Chairman said that he would put this point to the 
meeting then and thcre, and if it was felt that there was 

some need for an alteration to the existing rule, representations 
would be made accordingly to the General Committee. A 
general discussion took place during which most members pre
sent made some contribution. It was evident that the general 
opinion was in favour of an alteration to· the rule, and on a 
show of hands, with only three dissenters, it was agreed that 
some alteration should be made on the lines suggested. 

Charlie Storey, the Hon. Treasurer, then gave the meeting 
details of the financial position of the Club, from which it was 
very evident that lack of support for the home games at Temple 
Mills, added to the "bad luck"-if it could be called such
of being drawn at home to Finchley and to Southall in two 
of the major cup competitions, resulted in a heavy loss on the 
season's working. But for the magnificent efforts of Webbo, 
with his "Supporters' Club" contributions, Charlie Peters, with 
his sweepstake, Ted Warren with the dances, and the ladies 
with the Canteen, we would have been in a very bad way 
indeed. All these people were to be thanked by all for their 
magnificent efforts. From the discussion which followed, it 
appeared that the main item on the expenditure side was the 
cost of coaches to transport the teams for away games, and 
various suggestions were made in an effort to cut down on 
this item, and which the Committee would lceep in mind. 
Charlie Storey paid tribute to the loyal and splendid support 
given by the members who acted as "Gatemen," saying that 
although they were not kept as busy taking money as they 
would like, nevertheless they did a grand job of work, some
times under difficult conditions. It was felt that the Mutual 
Benefit fund, into which players contributed, had reached a 
stage when there was enough money in the "kitty" to meet 
possible· eventualities for a time. and it was agreed that the 
contributions to this fund should be deferred and that the 
money should go into the general fund to be offset against 
laundry costs next season, subject to the proposal being agreed 
to by the Rugby Club. 

Charlie Phillips gave details of last season's performances 
and of the competitions and prospects for the coming season. 
He said that in general the players had backed him up very 
well indeed, but that thcre were some who did not pull their 
weight in full when it came to training, and he appealed for 
better support in this direction for next season. Charlie 
thanked all the chaps who had helped him out when he was 
in difficulties with team selection due to injuries, work, and 
service calls. He said that it had been a particularly happy 
season. Quite apart from the successes on the field of play, 
there was a splendid atmosphere of help and co-operation on 
the part of everyone, which made the work so much easier, and 
which he hoped would continue. Charlie said that the policy 
regarding team selection would always be that we would field 
our best side always. There was no question of favouritism, 
and no player could say that he was sure of his place no 
matter how badlv he played, as had been suggested in the 
past. Charlie paid tribute to the great help that he had had 
from the rest of the team managers and members of the Com
mittee, and also to the few faithfuls who spent Saturday 
mornings getting the balls and other equipment ready for the 
matches. There was some discussion then on the question of 
training, and it was generally felt that all things being equal, 
the chap who trained regularly should take preference. Charlie 
reminded members that it was proposed to make an early start 
with training next season whilst the evenings were still light. 

The Officers for next year were elected as follows:
Hon. Secretary: E. Osgood. 
Asst. Hon. Secretary: C. Peters. 
Hon. Treasurer: C. Storey. 
Hon. Team Manager: C. Phillips. 
Hon. Social Secretary: E. Warren. 

There were no proposals for the vacant post of Hon. Press 
Secretary. It was suggested that Bill Croome had offered to 
help in this direction, and it was left for the Hon. Secretary 
to approach him about this. 

Charlie Peters said that the Club owed a great debt of grati. 
tude to Ted Warren for the wonderful job that he had done as 
Hon. Social Secretary. Not only had his efforts brought much 
needed revenue, but had also been the means of promoting 
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harmony and co-operation among the members, and in keep
ing alive the very fine Club spirit of which we were all so 
proud. 

Taff Wilson, in closing the meeting, said that when so many 
had done so much to help to make the Football Club the 
success that it was, it would be stupid to single out any 
individuals for praise. Many names had been mentioned at 
the meeting, but there were others who had equally done a 
grand job, from the young lady in Bill Quicke's office who 
typed out the football reports for the newspapers, to "Coun
cillor" Agambar, who made a long journey across London for 
the matches to help in whatever way that he could. He said 
that he knew from experience how many hours of long ardu
ous work was put in by the members of the committee and 
their helpers, not only on two or three evenings a week, but 
on Saturdays and Sundays as well. They did this willingly 
because they were imbued with the true spirit of service to 
their fellow members; they had a difficult task in trying to 
please everybody, and if they failed on a few occasions it was 
not for the want of trying. Taff Wilson said that he was 
very pleased to have received a letter only the day before 
from Alf Ramsey in the Argentine, saying how very happy 
he had been to help with the coaching and training, and how 
much l'eal pleasure he had personally got out of it. Alf 
Ram,ey was tremendously impressed by the keenness and en
thusiasm of all those who had come along on the Thursday 
evenings. Taff Wilson said that this was a real tribute to the 
members and to the Club. He was very happy to say that 
Alf Ramsey would continue to come along next season, and 
that he was optimistic enough to feel that with an earlier start 
to the training that the results would be even better. There 
was no better man in the country at this particular job than 
Alf Ramsey, and Eton Manor were extremely lucky to have 
such a treasure, which he was sure that the footballers appre-
ciated. "OPTrMUM ETONA." 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 
JUNIORS 

Even though the Rugby season is now a long way behind 
us it will be of interest to some to learn of the achievements 
of the Junior XV. The season's record was as follows!-

P. W. L. D. For Against 
15 6 8 1 167 131 

The record is, I suppose, only average, and 111 general our 
victories were over weak teams. Even so, in many matches, 
particularly at the end of the season, lhe team played good 
solid Rugby. One of the reasons for the average showing 
was the losing to the Old Boys of Don Bale and John Hart 
before the season had started, leaving us very weak at half
back. Our experiments in remedying this weakness were not 
very successful, even though we tried no less than eight players 
at scrum half, and six at stand-off half. If we could have 
solved this weakness we should have returned a much better 
record. 

During the season several new members were introduced 
into the side. Alan Bcnwell, who plays for his School XV, 
and Tom Bowers, a newcomer to the game, strengthened the 
three-9uarters, Ray Page, a solid addition to the pack, and 
Alan'Iaylor, our youngest player, IJsrformed gallantly at scrum 
half, without completely solving the problem. Ken Boardman, 
too, could be called a newcomer, and in every game his tackling 
was a pleasure to watch, even more evident when he turned 
out for the Old Boys' "A" side. 

Pat Williamson is to be congratulated in that he was the 
only player who has played in every game during the past 
two se~sons, a~l the s~me position-prop! . 

An Interestll1g pOlnt about the 167 points scored by the 
tea~ is that B~b ~IUI:dell, our centre, scored 92 of these, 50 
commg from Ius. klckmg,. and the remainder from tries, and 
although Rugby IS ess<:ntIally a team game, it is a good thing 
to. have someone to fimsh off the movements and to do the rest 
wah the boot! 

During the season the turn-out for training was very poor, 
and the Oommittee hope that next season there will be a big 

improvement in this respect, with the present members coming 
along regularly and many newcomers joining the section. It 
would be a splendid idea if we could all follow Geoff Read's 
keen example! 

In the Junior seven-a-side competition, for the second year 
in succession we went out in the first round, but as is usual 
they did not go under easily, and went down fighting hard all 
the time. We must congratulate a good side in Barking Park 
Modern for winning the trophy two years in succession. To 
end these notes, our A.G.M. was held on the 16th May, the 
main item being the election of Officers for the 1953-4 season, 
which resulted as follow~! Hon. Secretary, Ken Boardman; 
Oapt., Derek Marsh; Vlce-Oapt., Alan Benwell. 

"JUNIOR." 

OTTERS' NOTES 
The past month has been a very unprofitable one indeed 

for the Polo team, match after match has been lost, and if this 
continues the team, although trying hard enough, will begin 
to get downhcarted, which would be fatal. A careful.analysis 
of "what went wrong" should make any errors less likely to 
occur again. A well-balanced training match is essential' 
it is good practice for the youngsters to have a couple of 
Juniors in a training match now and again, but somehow I 
feel that it would be more profitable if these training matches 
could be made as hard as possible. However, this can only 
be done provided enough Polo players turn up to give the 
first tcam a game-that is, of course, if they turn up early 
enough, and not when everyone else is getting out of the 
bath! 

In a League match it is not always easy to recall every slip
up, although every effort should be .made to do this but in a 
training match a "rap over the knuckles" can be h~nded out 
to the offe~ders,. and these lessons usually stick. The question 
of fitness IS entIrely a matter for the individual' there are 
ample opportunities to get and keep fit. If a ma~ goes into 
the water feeling that he is 100 per cent. fit and ready for 
battle, then the chances of defeat are so much less likely to 
happen. 

There are still many hard matches to play yet, and if the 
tab!es are to be turned the team must shake the lead out of 
theIr feet, find out wh.at has been holding them back, and 
then make sure that thIS run of bad luck ceases forthwith. 

Wedn~sday night beco;mes more crowded these days with 
good sWImmers,. poor sWlmm~rs, and blokes like myself; the 
last t,wo cat~gofles are roped mto a class and given the neces
salY mstructlon ?y Coach Len Dennahy. This givcs the good 
sWImmers the hme and. opportuni~y to swim their lengths, 
!hus everyone benefits Without wastll1g valuable time. There 
IS one aspect of time-wasting that I feel I must mention. A 
recent Gala looked like becoming an all-night affair' the 
programme v:as a little longer than is usual, but the mai~ fac
tor ';Vas th~ tIme wasted in organising the competitors. In this 
particular mstance our boys were not so much at fault. The 
prope~ procedure for any competitor when arriving at the 
Bath IS to report to the Whips, find out when your race will 
be on, an~ then to stand by near at hand so that as soon as 
the event IS announced you are right there on the spot. Don't 
expect people to come along to look for you, and don't expect 
the race to be held up for you until you are ready. 

Now for a pleasant note. At the end of last month a team 
of Scho<;lboy Otters in T. Lusty, J. Stedman, D. Tier, and 
J. Tuthlll, was fourth in the Middlesex Oounty under 12's 
team race, and S. Tier w~~ the under 10's one lcngth back~ 
stroke event. The OPpOSitIOn was exccptionally good 'lnd 
these races :-vere not "push overs." It seems that the S~h~ol
~OYh are gomg to se.t the pa.ce for the rest of the Otters, so 
I t ere are a~y J~morsl Semo;s, or others. willing to take up 
the challenge It Will be mterestmg to see which section "brings 
home the bacon" the most times this season. 

I ?O dislike having to end on a dismal note but I mmt 
mentIOn that the "Ooronation Cup" is going to be look~d 
after by Neptune S.C. for this year! 

"THE WATER RAT." 
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CRICKET 
SENIORS 

O~ the whole the season. has opened full· of promise, 
and If we can by some means or other strengthen our rather 
long "tail," the team will not be far short of the best teams 
of the past. The ~ttack of W!llson, Stalley, Morgan, Birch, 
and ~arrett, A., With Kelner m reserve, is probably better 
than It h~s been for many years and can operate on any wicket. 
The battmg, however, leaves a lot to be desired and the 
~ame coul~ also b~ written of the fielding. But 'these will 
Improve with practtce, the keenness and enthusiasm are there 
and as long as this lasts there is little doubt that these defi~ 
ciencies will be remedied. 

The best batting performance so far was the 97 not out 
by team captain "Scotty" Garrett in the match with Hyrodians' 
although in fairness it should be stated that they are not ~ 
particularly strong side. "Scatty" has' been in tremendous 
for~ .behind the stumps, ,and bid~ fair to carry on in the best 
tradItions of other great keepers 111 the Club such as "Fanny" 
aI,ld Bill Barber. In fact, there are many who feel that he 
:vlll be t~e ~est of the lot. Dave Birch has also shown promise 
m some.mnmgs, but has yet to make a really big score. Ray 
Mould. IS anoth~r v:h.o always !ooks as if he is going to get 
runs Without qUIte l~vmg up to It. Bob Blundell has the right 
approach and the rIght temperament to get runs, and has in
deed got them, but has still a lot to learn about which ball 
to hit. Of the remainder there is nothing that can be said 
other than that they appear to be the best of what we have' 
it is ~p to them to try to remedy their shortcomings by extra net 
practice. 

With a we.ak ~eam we lost our opening Federation match 
to. a strong Side m <;Janter!:lUry, 0:crord and Bermondsey, but 
Wlt~ Stalley and. WIllson In the SIde they will not find run
gettmg so easy m the return encounter at the Wilderness 
Willson turned in two good performances in the Federatio~ 
games with D~ckland, and with ~ugby, taking 4 for 6, and 
6 for 4 respectIVely, both games bemg won fairly comfortably. 
Th~ match 'Yith Eton ~is~ion, played at Eton College, was 
a httle one-SIded, the MISSion findmg our bowling too good 
for them, even DaveBarrett taking 2 for O. Bob Blundell 
hit a "meaty" sixer in this match, clean over the High Road 
to Slough, the ball finishing up down among the fives courts! 
Mould played a sound 41 in the match with Old Caribs a 
team of West Indian students, a colourful lot in more sedses 
than one. The West Indians had several players up to quite 
good class standard, and taught us a lot in keenness in the 
field. The Wanstead game was spoilt by a poor wicket, the 
o,ld Boys having given it a bashing on the previous day. Only 
Birch and Garrett ever looked like staying; it was left to 
Morgan and Willson 6f the tail-enders to save us from the 
debacle of being skittled out for the lowest score of the season. 

The Club was well represented in the London Federation 
si~e which played Eton College. Garrett being captain, with 
Bll'ch and WiIlson in support. Birch played a grand innings 
of 44, and Garrett a sound 24, but Willson had an off day 
with the ball, failing to take a wicket, but inflicting grievous 
damage to certain of the Eton batsmen! It has bcen said 
that the battle of Waterloo was won upon the playing fields 
of Eton; if grit and determination was the deciding factor 
then the spirit still lives. An extra fast one from Willie struck 
an Eton batsman on the head, bouncing off towards fine leg. 
Without hesitation the batsman at the non-receiving end called 
for one run, and the unfortunate lad who had been hit gal
lantly struggled up the pitch with blood streaming from his 
wound, to make his run, and to' collapse at the end of it. 
No wonder that the Americans consider cricket a strange 
game! E.A.W. 

Seniors 

" 

" 

" 

60 
91 
151 for 6. 
45 for 3. 
43 for 3. 
106 for 6. 
145. 
67. 

RESULTS 
Tudor 72. 
Oanterbury 92 for 2. 
H yrodians 71. 
Dockland 44. 
Rugby 42. 
Eton Mission 34. 
Old Oaribs 85 for 6. 
Wanstead O.B. 100. 

JUNIORS 
The Juniors opened their season with a victory over Brad

field in the Federation League by eight wickets. The game, 
played on Peckham Oommon, developed into a procession. 
The pi~ch, being more suited for football, helped the bowlers 
to bewllder the batsmen by doing all' manner of tricks with 
the ball, and Tony Mills chose wisely when winning the 
toss, sending our opponents in to bat. 

Hodgson and Clayton took the wickets between them and 
dismissed Bradfield for 16 runs, which we knocked off for 
the loss of Frank Barrett's wicket. 

Against Rugby on a damp wicket we batted first and 
scraped toge~her a tot~l of 64 runs, of which Dave Wilmington 
~cored 31 WIthout bemg defeated. The slow left-hand bowl
Ing of another Bloomfield forced our bats into making half
hearted shots and he finished with a very good analysis of 
6 for 28. 

Rugby fared cven worse against the off-spinners of Eddie 
Olayton and leg-spinners of Frank Barrett and were dismissed 
for 47, Clayton taking 6 for 11 and Barrett 3 for 28. 

Dave Wilmington continued his prowess with the bat in the 
f~llo.wing match against Cobbold Y.O. with a very good in
mngs of 35 not out after seeing our first six go for a total 
of 46. He and Terry Hames took the score along to 108 
before Mills d.eclared at tea. As our opponents were con
cerned at gettmg away early, ~he call of dancing being the 
stronger of the two sports, their batsmen could not concen
trate, and Hodgson soon had the early bats out for one run. 
Harman and Hames both caused Oobbold's batsmen a good 
deal of trouble and we had them all out for the score of 51. 

Our old opponents, Petitt Farm, provided us with a very 
good day's cricket for our next game. Barrett and Longhurst 
opened for us and although a little long-winded took the 
score along to 49 before Barrett was run out. This could have 
~asily been a~oided .if Longhurst had been backing up, a very 
Important pomt which seems to be lacking with ail our bats
men. From 49 to 65 we lost the wicke.ts of Mills, Wilmington, 
Read and Longhurst, and so from a very promising start we 
had to fight for every run. Agg and Clayton added another 
20 runs and with a few extras we reached the total of 103. 

. Petitt Farm started their innings with somewhat the same 
k.md .of stand and lost their first wicket at 47. Their next 
SIX wlckets went for an additional 21 runs and it looked as if 
we would gain a first innings lead. Theil' number eight bat 
h?wever, d~cided he would n~t be tied down and began t~ 
hit everythmg served up to hlm, and with the number one 
who had scored the majority of the runs took the score to 
108 before losing his wicket. From then on the batsmen took 
the initiative and Petitt Farm declared at 175 for the loss 
of nine wickets, their opening bat being 94 110t out. 

~o ~ar the Juniors have shown that a good deal of talent 
e~lsts ~n the team, eaeh member being able to do something 
wlth eIther. bat '01' ball. There ·are, .however, many weaknesses 
to be .eradlcated, nam~ly, poor callmg, slow running between 
the WIckets, bad backmg up when batting and fielding in
accurate throwing to the wicketkeeper, and the tendenc~ to 
be caught flat-footed when fielding. Many of these will dis
appear as the season goes on. and I have no doubt that this 
Junior team will finish up with the best record in the Federa-
tion. F.G.L. 

TIT .. BITS 
Over the past few years a grand team spirit has been built 

up in Len Hibberd's First Aid Section. On joining the Club 
the younger boys have attached themselves to this section and 
have remained with it until call-up for National Service. In 
most cases little time has been wasted after demob., and these 
same chaps are soon back in harness assisting with the coach
ing of new lads. Members who have graduated through the 
Olub class and are now fully-fledged members of the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade include Terry Hill, Reg Hollebrand Ken 
Law, Ken Mayhew, John Nightingale and Alan E. Val~. 

Derek Cox certainly jumped into back-page headlines when 
his. magnificen t leap of 6ft. 4i·ins. gave him a first place in the 
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A.A.A. Match versus Cambridge University. Derek is almost 
assured a place in the Empire Games team for Canada next 
year. Well done, Derek. Up the Manor. . 

All good wishes to Nicky Gargano, who ~ommenced hiS 
National Service on Thursday, 22nd May. Like Der~k Cox, 
Nicky has brought many honours to the Club, parttcularly 
for one so young. Let's keep our fingers crossed and hope 
that we have two Manorites performing in the next Emplre 
Games. 

The Harriers caused something of a sensation in the summer 
of 1951 by collecting fourteen cups o? the day of the F.edera
tion finals. In 1952 we returned With no less than sixteen. 
Whatever does happen on the occasion of the 60~h final~ to 
be held at Poly. Stadium on June 27th, our boys w.Ill certamly 
be there in full strength, the Eton Manor entry bemg 100 per 
cent. with a full list of reservcs. 

Although the attendance was somewhat poorer than expected. 
the Coronation display held on the Wildern.ess on Ma,Y 28th 
was a great success. Oddly enough the ch·ef complall1t ap
peared to be that there was too much going on at the same 
time! 

Catch 'em young seems to be the object of our Club sections 
these days. Although the Otters and Boxers have been run
ning these minor sections for some years now, there has never 
been such interest and time devoted to the youngsters as of 
late. An early session of Athletic training is also h.eld now, 
twice weekly for local schoolboys, and. for the first t.lme ever, 
we are hoping to enter a team of boys m the FederatIOn under 
14's swimming and diving championships. The young school
boy boxers played a big part in the open-air tournament that 
formed part of the Club's Coronation festivities on the Wilder
ness recently. 

Who can deny that we are fast returning to old times in the 
Club? The Footballers' reunion dance at Waterden Road re
cently was yet another successful function. The Harriers are 
old hBnd8 now at reunion dinners, and t.he Football Club's first 
dinner and dance held at Riseholme Street in February has 
whet the appetite of the Boxers, who· announc~ that their first 
reunion Dinner and Dance is to be held some tlme in the early 
autumn. ONLOOKER. 

Thoughts Here and There 
Few of us in the Wick are qualified to be judges of litera

ture but may we all be allowed to congratulate Lord Paken
han:: on the publication and welcome given to his new book, 
an autobiography, "Born to Believe." Somehow, we might 
have believed Frank Pakenham far too busy to find time to 
write or to think much aQout himself, and although this is 
by no means his first adventure in the literary world we all 
hope that in every way it will prove as successful as many 
of his earlier undertakings in different spheres. 

In due course I hope that a copy will be found in our 
Club Library so that the older members may read with interest 
and understanding. 

We have had few authors in the Club circle. Sir Edward 
Cadogan has several works to his credit, but it may be that 
others have some mQJgnum opus stowed away that they may 
never bring to the light of day. Not so Alex Ager, who always 
writes in sparkling style and captures our interest with his 
accounts of his travels. It would have been quite an event 
if Alex could have been CHIN-WAO'S special reporter on the 
Coronation ceremony! And did you realise that even the 
gentle-voiced "Mottle" Atkins could give us such a bright pen 
picture of life in Australia? Give us some more, "Mottle". 

Nearer home, you may be the witness of some special occa
sion or event, or the victim or spotlighted hero of one which 
your fellow members might like to read about. Quite often 
what is an ordinary happening to you may be of great interest 
within our Club circle. Who knows? Wal Pennicutt may 
~:me day write us his. reminis~enees which will prove as intrigu
mg as those of BaSil Hennques.; or Pally Child give us his 
impre~sions of Viscount Plast!,!r de Paris. The Editor of CHIN
WAG lS always on the look"out for new writers new material 

't' I ' • • • I S up to you. . INKUBUS. 

The Athletic meeting held on the Wilderness on May 6th 
must take pride of place. The old Club. in the ne:ws with a 
bump. I had a little chat with Mr. Banng and Slr Edward 
Cadogan who have seen the Club grow, and I feel sure they 
never at'any time thought they would ever see on our gro';Ind 
a collection of top-line athletes such as we saw that evenmg, 
let alone British records being broken. Transport and accom
modation kept huge crowds away; as it was .. the ground was 
packed to its maximum. Jim Perkins, Les Goldll1g and Co., and 
all Manorites who worked to make it such a success are to be 
congratulated on a marvellous evening. One of the most 
pleasing aspects of this show, which has now become a fixture 
in the Athletic world is the way older members who have 
finished strenuous spo;t turn up to act as officials in any job 
that is asked. This is a very healthy sign and one. that has 
made it what it is. I was privileged to be present wlth many 
Councillors from other districts as well as Leyton, and they 
were full of praise for the Club. Several of them expressed 
the opinion that they would like to see more of its kind in their 
Boroughs. They all agree it is an example of what could be 
done, but the set-up in County authorities make it almost 
impossible. 

Among the officials and spectators one noticed such famous 
athletes of the past as Harold Abrahams (Olympics, 1924), 
and a great sprinter; P. J. Noel Baker (Olympics, 1912 and 
1920, 1,500-metre) and incidentally a politician who has held 
Cabinet rank in the Government; Jack Crump, probably the 
keenest man in British athletics and usually to be seen with 
the team that goes overseas to compete; our own Sandy Dun
can, Olympic runner and manager of the British contingent 
at Helsinki; and many more faces which were familiar but 
whose names I could not recall. The fact that this floodlit 
meeting attracted such people shows the importance attached 
to it by the A.A.A. It will be remembered that we staged the 
first one to be held in London. 

I have not bothered to count how many athletes took part 
in this event, there seemed to be thousands, but looking through 
the card there were no fewer than 75 A.A.A. and county 
champions. Among them, of course, McDonald Bailey mak
ing his first appearance since his suspension. He won the 100 
metres after a terrific duel with B. Shenton; rightly he has 
been named the "Black Flash." These two boys have a lovely 
action and I hope our very young Harriers had their eyes 
open on their style. The attack on the world 1,500 metres 
relay record by an Achilles team was another thrilling event; 
the runners were C. Brasher, D. Law, C. Chataway and R. 
Bannister. Although they failed in the attempt, they succeeded 
in knocking 6 secs. off the previous British best which in itself 
was a great achievement. What wonderful runners Chataway 
and Bannister are; it makes you think that the 4-minute mile 
is not so far away. A great champion was also seen in the 
three-mile race, won by G. Pirie. He set a cracking pace 
from the start, and towards the finish was lapping one after 
another; he must have been very close to the best British time 
for the distance. The ladies, too, were excellent and one 
wondered with this wealth of talent how it was that at 
Hels.inki we were unable to win a gold medal or two. It is 
easily the best team we have ever sent overseas, the winners 
must have been super. 

I liked the last item on the programme, which was headed 
"Leyton is proud." After mentioning its past history in sport 
cricket, football, etc.-and Leyton has produced some very great 
names in these-it nearly had a pat on the back for the O's. 
It finished with these words: "If by the creation of this f1ood-

I 
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lit meeting we have created interest in a new public, and in
spired the younger generation, then the effort will have been 
worth while." And so say all of us. 

Harry M'allin gave the Leyton Rotary Club one of the most 
interesting talks they have had this year when he described 
some of the incidents he came up against in his boxing career. 
He mentioned, of course, the time he was bitten in a bout 
for the Olympic boxing, the only time he had a decision given 
against him, although it was reversed next day, and enabled 
him to keep his unbroken record of never being beaten. But 
the most interesting story was of a man who chased him all 
over Scandinavia and got on the bill to have a crack at Harry. 
After several defeats he was asked why he was so persistent 
and his reply was "to get experience." It was a great lesson 
in courage to tackle a champion. 

Congratulations to the Drama team and to the producer, 
John Bishop, for an excellent win in the Shakespeare Festival 
and the award of a first class N.A.B.C. Certificate. It was 
some consolation for their last effort, when most people thought 
them very unlucky. We have some grand talent in the Club 
and I hope some of these lads will continue in the Dramatic 
Society and Concert Party and help to maintain the high 
performances we have seen in the past. In John Bishop we 
have one of the best producers in years; I have never yet seen 
a badly produced play by him, and that goes for "Captain 
Carbolic." 

Talking of "Captain Carbolic," it was funny. Many people 
spoke to me about that afterwards, some agreed, but many did 
not. The thing that pleased was the controversy it caused. 
It starts people thinking and talking, and we need that to-day. 
In a play which is running in the West-End at the moment, 
which is very funny in parts, lines are spoken which would have 
been better left unsaid, the audience roar with laughter. But 
this is the point: if the same thing was said in any home it 
would provoke tears, heart-burnings and sorrow. So why does 
the mass laugh? It beats me. A man likes to think of his 
womenfolk with respect, be it mother, sister, wife, daughter 
or girl friend. 

Among the many old friends I met at the Athletic meeting 
was Belle Osgood, Goosey's wife. She reminded me I was 
best man at their wedding and now they are grandparents 
and one realises how the years have slipped past. She men
tioned several old Wick mothers who made her so welcome 
when she first came from Scotland. 

They were grand people, so poor that it would have been 
a job to muster a ;£ 1 among half a dozen, but they had hearts 
of gold and how they worked to make life happier for us all. 
Wonderful neighbours, always ready to help each other and 
share the odd meal with those less fortunate than themselves. 
I doubt if we shall see their like again. 

I am sure every Manorite will join me in wishing our young 
Queen good luck, good health, peace, and many years. of 
happiness in the great task which lies ahead. Let us hope 
that her reign will be more peaceful than those we have seen, 
and that the country will be led to peace and prosperity. 

Notes by "Evergreen" 
With everybody thinking and talking about the Coronation 

and all that it implies, with the processions and pageantry 
noW already beginning to lose their thrill, it might be of in
terestto look back over the years to the memories of long ago. 

After a long Peace of twenty years there followed a great 
period of prosperity and happiness, and then Queen Victoria, 
that grand old figure in British history passed away. Nobody 
who saw her funeral procession will ever forget the scenes 
which attended it, and even more so, nobody dreamt that just 
twelve years later the great tragedy of World War 1 was to' 
happen. NiIleteen months after Queen Victoria's death, 

Edward, her son, was crowned King Edward VII after a 
serious illness, and grcat public rejoicing on his recovery. 
This was again a wonderful spectacle, with a great galaxy of 
Kings and Royalty present from all over the world. There was 
something about King Edward's nature which endeared him 
to his people, and he became known, and indeed he went down 
in history, as Edward the Peacemaker, after an all-too-short 
reign. 

At about this time the Wick and the adjoining areas were 
still very much under-developed, being a maze of streets and 
factories which the rest of the Borough knew very little about; 
certainly it was that there were very few "visitors" in those 
days. Beyond the old Wick Bridge, with its never-failing crowd 
of men and boys, and the attendant "chain-horse" to pull the 
heavily-laden tumbler carts and vans up its rather steep slope, 
with the old "Round House" beyond the bridge upon which 
the local youth invariably spent their spare time leaping from 
the adjacent wall, thcnce sliding to the ground and repeating 
the process, much to the detriment of their trouser seats, and 
the inevitable trouble when they got home. From here the 
narrow old road wound its way across the marshes, almost 
wholly under water during the winter months, with the green 
marshlands on either side a sea of water from the overflowing 
River Lea beyond. Over across the Marshes, and where the 
"White Hart" now stands was a Toll Gate with a charge of 
a penny for a push-bike, a penny a wheel for a vehicle, and a 
penny a foot for each animal passing through, and, very for
tunately, people were free of charge. Often the youngsters 
would cut across from the Bridge over the Lea, and wade by 
means of stepping stones, the open sewer by the Great Eastern 
Railway Wagon Works. The lovely Wilderness as we know it 
to-day was then a great ballast pit, full of water, into which 
the rubbish carts were eternally tipping their refuse, or taking 
it on to the higher ground beyond. Just further across in 
what was rural Leyton, they had a professional football team 
on where the Orient play now. Several of the local boys 
played a few games for this team, and many great players, 
whose names have gone from my memory, first came into pro
minence, some going on to clubs like Sunderland and Liver
pool. The Essex County Cricket Club had its own ground and 
headquarters in the High Road, and had the honour of beating 
the mighty Australian touring side, with a team which in
cluded famous cricketers such as J. W. H. T. Douglas, Percy 
Perrin, Charlie McGahey and Mr. Kortright, possibly the 
fastest bowler of all time. 

(To be continued) 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Ernie Chubb in Atlantic City, writes: You will remember 

that I mentioned in my last letter that Alex Ager was about 
to pay us a visit Well he did just that, and I don't think 
that Atlantic City will ever be the same. I picked him up at 
the bus station and after the salutations, during which passers
by drew away in alarm, I threw his few belongings into the 
back of the car, did a quick tour of the city and went home 
to introduce him to my friends, neighbours, and my wife, 
who had an excellent lunch awaiting us. Needless to say, 
everyone took Alex to their hearts. That same evening, with 
the aid of a bottle of Scotch, we toasted the young and lovely 
Queen, our families, the Manor, yourself, Anglo-American 
relations, and after that things became rather vague! After 
a week of this sort of thing my wife has decided that a week 
or two in the Mayo Clinic would not hurt her any! We had 
quite a bit of excitement over in New York recently. It seems 
that Edna Ferber, the celebrated American authoress and play
wright, had just disembarked from the "Liz" after a trip in 
Europe, when she informed the waiting pressmen that the 
streets of New York, especially Manhattan, were the filthiest 
in the world. Brother, before you could say Jersey Joe Waleott, 
statements were being made by the Mayor, the Street Clean
sing Department, with hundred of letters from the people for 
and ag-ainst appearing in the newspapers. If you think that 
New York is enough for any woman to take on, then you don't 
know our Edna. She has also taken on the whole State of 
Texas, in the form of a book which I have just read called 
"Giant." In this she flays Texas alive. It will take a little 
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time for the fireworks to begin, as Texa.s is well known out he.re 
for its lack of culture and reading habIts. We are now aWait
ing future developments. . . 

Browsing through the sports pages recently I notl~ed that 
Oxford and Cambridge will compete out here. agaInst ~he 
American Universities. I noticed that entered m the sprn~t 
and hurdles was a Mr. Villiers-I don't sUP'pos~?-no, It 
couldn't be although I gather that he can still hck ple~ty 
of younger 'guys at tennis and squash. I have been watchmg 
"Groucho" Marx on the TV doing his weekly pro?,ramme; 
his latest was a Cockney visiting his daughter marfle~ to a 
G.!. . He has the audience .in fi~s, the c~meras are play~ng on 
the audience, they are rolling In the a:sles. You can.t beat 
the Cockney humour when it is done .well. We are saVIng up 
for a trip to Europe in 1954; yes, Sir, by ~he. grace of God 
we shall be aboard an ocean liner about thIS Ume next yea!'. 
It is nearly six year~ since I la~,t saw ."TJ:is blessed plot, t~IS 
earth, this realm, tIus England, an~ If BIll Shakespear:e 'YJ1J 
forgive the Americanism, I am gom.g nearly nuts thInkmg 
about it. Tell Umbo to save all hiS money, as I hear a 
whisper that he intends to throw a great "welc~me hom7" 
party for me, banking, of course, on that I won t make It. 
Sorry to disappoint you 'Urn,' but I sha!l be there. I II!-ust 
tell you the story of my first motoring aCCident. A lady drIVer 
came tootling merrily along on the wron~ side of the ~rowded 
thoroughfare, and ran smack into my nlce car. Whilst they 
were trying to untangle the bent fenders the lady murmured 
rather unwillingly. "I am afraid that it was my fault"; "Non
sense," I replied, my Manor training coming to the fore, and 
with a polite bow I said: "I assure you that the blame rests 
entirely with me. I saw you fully three blocks away, and had 
ample time to dive down a side street." U.T.M. 

Bert Brown, in Montreal, writes: Thank you for sending 
CHIN-WAG so regularly. Here in Montreal we have emerged 
from the chrysalis that is winter. Spring-which lasted three 
days-is past, and thoughts turn to week-ends fishing, and 
sketching parties which are to be enjoyed in this lo,":ely and 
ever-growing city. During the week·ends the lake-Sides are 
crowded with people shaking off the shackles of a humid 
downtown and showing a bit of skin to the warm May un
shine. Days of carefree visits to the beaches with ice cream 
and "cokes" for the children, and something a little stronger 
for the grown-ups, and then a bumper to· bumper procession 
at sundown back to the city. Back becaues there is work to be 
done, back because unless you work there is no money to do 
the things that you like to do. Back to the city of a million 
neon signs turning night into day, red, green and orange, 
and reminding you that electricity costs next to nothing in this 
land of fast-running rivers, and saying to hell with the poor 
devils out there in the bush (at 150 dollars a week) who make 
all this possible. I am now just starting my second year out 
here. I still speak exactly like any Londoner, with about six 
words of French-Canadian (oddly enough the same six words 
that I learnt in Arabic and Greek during the war i). I have 
made some good friends and have many acquaintances. I 
find that the people here are very willing to take an English
man to their hearts, provided that you are prepared to do 
things their way, and only talk of the "way we would have 
done this in England" only when we are with other people 
from the old country. Truly, the only thing that this country 
lacks is population. It was very pleasant to read in CHIN-WAG 
that the "Duke" has offered me the Freedom of Atlantic City, 
and provided that he puts the right coloured light in the 
window I might get a chance to say hallo as we are driving 
down later in the year to Virginia, via New York and Wash
ington, for a holiday with some friends. At the moment I am 
without the "Duke's" address so that it is going to be difficult, 
but no doubt the police or the local jail will be . helpful. 

Tom Jones in Korea writes: I was sorry to learn that the 
Seniors and Juniors both came unstuck in the Federation Foot
ball Cup, but I suppose it could not go on for ever, some of 
the other Clubs had to come off at some time or the other. 
When I was up in the line a short while ago I met none other 
than Don Smithers from the Club; Don is with the Signals, 
and says that he is quite happy with the job out here. I am 
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glad to write that our Battalion is out .of the line now for a 
month's rest, after that we go back agam, I hope for the last 
time and then we move on elsewhere. Please remember me 
to ali at the Club and Wilderness. 

Alex Ager writing from Atlanti~ City, U.S.~.:. The sound 
barrier is rudely shattere~ as Erme ll;nd I em~t sll1;ulta~eous 
roars of welcome and dehght at; meet~ng here In thIS deltg!It
ful seaside resort. I h~ve repmd Erme and Kay for t~eatmg 
me like a king and eatIng steaks for breakfast, by washmg up 
occasionally and presenting her wi~h.a suitably .d;corated bott!e 
of lemonade as a gift of appreciation. Reahsmg that Erme 
is not exactly enthusiastic about my proposal to stay .with him 
until Christmas on these terms, I.shall sh?rtly be mOVIng n?rth 
into Canada, where a dog team IS standmg by for my arrtval. 
U.T.M. 

Letter from "Mottle" Atkins to· Alf Pearson:-
Dear Alf,-Just a line to let you know that I am still 

alive and kicking after nearly twelve ~onths down under. So 
far things have gone very well and WIth '! fe~ strokes of luck 
that we have had things seem to be runmng 1Il our favour. 

To start with, our career as tram conductors ended within 
four days of landing in Melbourne. This I blame partly on 
to Eric Ladd, who, when told to report at the depot at 5.45 a:m. 
on his first morning refused to get out of bed and was yelhng 
madly "Nobody told me anything about nightwork." I think 
what browned me off was this. I got a later shift than Eric 
and was due at the depot at 8.15 a.m. On arrival a large 
leather bag was hung round my neck, a bundle of tickets 
thrust into my hand and I was then helped on to a tram. 
.It so happened that my tram picked up all the schooJch~ldren, 
and if you can iII!-agine about 150 of. th~ pre-war urchll1s. all 
shouting out, ringmg the. bell and swmgmg outslde then you 
know why I decided to reUre. 

From here we went into the city and although at the time 
quite a lot of people were unemployed we had a job within 
two hours. The following day we were sent 250 miles up in 
the bush to Mount Buffalo where we worked for nearly three 
months. On arriving back in Melbourne we worked in and 
around the city for a few months then I was sent up in the 
bush again and Eric went to Tasmania. Wc are still working 
together and I expect to pe going up into the bush again very 
shortly. So, as you can see, things are not too bad at the 
present. Mind you, it's what yo.u make it and the average 
Australian doesn't welcome you WIth open arms. So far most 
of them that I have met have given me a lot of bull and tried 
to convince me how good they are and how much better 
Australia is than England at doing things. However, after a 
time you get used to it and it's now one of my main sources 
of amusement. 

Apart from all this I think a single person has a much 
better chance of getting on out here than in England. For 
a tradesman of any sort the wages are very good and conditions 
aren't too bad. It is quite easy to save money and most people 
can afford to run a car. As for the married people who thmk 
about coming out here, I say stay where you arc. The housing 
situation is very bad and I could never imagine the average 
English girl or woman settling down here. The ways and 
customs are very different from England and all the English 
girls I meet at different places can tell you what date they will 
be sailing. 

Well, Alf, I guess that's about all for now and for the time 
being I'll sign off wishing you and all at the Manor all the 
very best of luck. 

"Up the Manor!" MOTTLE. 

ABOUT MONEY 
Will all members who have not yet returned, duly signed, 

the portion of the letter thev received about the rc-arrange
ment of the pre-war Veterans and Old Boys' funds kindly let 
us have it. If there is some query preventing you from sign
ing, let us have that also. Generally the response has been 
very good, but we should appreciate the stragglers putting on 
a spurt so that the matter can be concluded. 

ALF PEARSON. 

, 
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THE MANOR TRIUMPHANT 

In this issue will be found the details of the Harriers' con
tinued successes at the annual Federation track meeting. We 
have in recent years become used to this and, in consequence, 
perhaps some of the glamour attached to it does not seem as 
bright. And yet, if we care to analyse the results we will find 
that the opposition does,. in fact, get stronger as the years 
go by, faster times are being recorded, and better standards are 
being reached in the non-running events. All this is to the 
good of the sport, and for the Boys' Club movement as a 
whole. It is more than possible that some of the young 
athletes who put up such splendid performances will go on to 
even greater successes, and will one day be wearing the coveted 
Union Jack on their vests. In this category we must definitely 
include 17-year-old Jim Spooner, the Fairbairn House and 
Plaistow Grammar School boy, whose 10 secs. dead for the 
100 yards, and 22.1 secs. for the 220 yards, were something 
little short of phenomenal. Our own Ted Yeelld, in winning 
the Senior High Jump, and just failing to beat the Federation 
record of 5 ft. 8 ins., is another youngster who, with normal 
improvement, should soon be catching Derek Cox. It should 
be remembered that Derek himself did not better 5 ft. 6 ins. 
at the same age. Bill Glibbcry's record-breaking 15.9 secs. 
for the 120 Hurdles was another very brilliant performance, 
which puts him in the list of promising young athletes. The 
pity of it was that holidays denied us the pleasure of seeing 
our own Peter Hodges, the London and all-England Schools 
·sprint champion, in action against Jim Spooner. But Peter's 
turn will come; he has the incentive of beating that 10 secs. 
next summer, or even earlier. 

Let it not be thought that t~ose names I have m~ntioned 
are the only youngsters who did well, or who are likely to 
do better later. In each casc they are boys who have already 
established themselves as good athletes whilst at school. There 
are others such as "Chips" Williamson and Ted Konopka who, 
broadly speaking, could not raise a gallop as schoolboys. These 
are boys who were discovered, if that is the right word, in 
the training runs, or at the Summer Camp; boys who found 
pleasure in running and in the wonderful sense of fitness and 
wellbeing- which resulted from these runs; boys who were en
couraged and coaxed along on the right lines until they became 

Federation champions. Of such material is the Harriers 
Section made, and the same applies throughout our great 
Club. There are those with the natural talent and instinct for 
games which raises them about the standard of the average 
schoolboy, and there are the Nat Fishers, Rex Grays, Bill 
Croomes and John Woolleys, who by their own efforts and the 
help o·f others have also reached a high standard. 

This same analysis can be applied to so many of our mem
bers. Ken Fennell could hardly swim a stroke when he joined 
the Club, and he went on to become one of the best swimmers 
and polo players of to-day. Ron Hilsdon was certainly no 
schoolboy footballer, and yet he went on to gain a County 
Cap; and the same applies to Sid Wilson. Derek Cox acknow
ledged to be the best high jumper in the country at the moment, 
did not start to jump until he was 17 years of age! There 
is food for thought, for reflection, and of even more importance 
for a youngster in all this-encouragement to go out and do 
likewise. Youth, that glorious and all too short phase in our 
lives, the time when we can by our own endeavours carve out 
a niche by which others will remember us in the years ahead. 
We all have the same opportunities and, like the fable of King 
Bruce and the spider, it is those who try the hardest who 
eventually reach the top. 

THE EDITOR. 

ISLE OF THORNS 
When we assembled for our visit to the Thorns on Sunday, 

14th June, there was a lowering sky and some doubt as to 
what the day would hold for us-Coronation weather or some
thing more kindly. However, we were off to time, and all 
went well. Went well for all except Coplo, that is. He was 
awaiting the coaches at Bethnall Green, but as he thought he 
was a little late and had missed the convoy, he hurried to 
the Underground, travelled to Liverpool Street, and hoped to 
meet us there. Hope was all he had. Later in the day he 
arrived in state with Mr. Villiers in a Rolls Royce and a 
lovely appetite for tea! 

We reached our destination in good time, having fore
gathered with old friends en route, but there was no perceptible 
rush for the drink. For a drink, maybe, but not the other 
kind. Although the air was warm the temperature of the 
pool was not high enough to be tempting. Yet before we 
could scatter very much luncheon was served, which rather 
surprised a number, who thought it would be somewhat later 
and so arrived very late. 

After the Loyal Toast, proposed by Mr. Wagg, George 
Pettipher· was called upon to voice our thanks to Mr. Wagg 
for invif;ing UB down. George eonfessed he had been too young 
to have known our President in his heyday, when he was 
actively associated in running the Club from the Manor House, 
but from what he knew, and far more from what he had 
learned from older members, he gathered that Mr. Wagg had 
become an almost legendary figure among the members. 
George's jokes and quips added point to an admirable speech. 
Mr. Wagg rose to reply after we had drunk his very good 
health, thanked us for our good wishes, and hoped that for 
years to come we should be able to come down to the Thorns 
in the summer. 

Also present at this time were Sir Edward Howarth, look
ing very well, Ronald Shaw-Kennedy and Major Barrington. 
Mr. Wagg had announced that Mr. Wellesley would join us 
during the afternoon, but that Mrs. Wellesley was compelled 
to be absent owing to a most untimely attack of flu. 

On a stand by the swimming pool "Goosey" had placed the 
huge trophy, a shield, which 0UI' 1st XI had won in the 
Premier Division of the London League. It was interesting 
to note the names of winners inscribed on it many years ago, 
tea'TlS which are now nearly all well known professional sides 
in the London area. 

Stump c~icket was easily the main source of acti~ity and 
loud mirth during the afternoon, but many played tennis pad
der, golf or bowls, Goodyear tentativelv explored the paddling 
pool, and from those whose first visit this was numbers liter
ally went to see what the birds and the bees were doing. 
Stump proved the usual merry riot that it always is, and the 

. winners, Dusty Sawyer's team, came through with an admir
able economy in runs, winning most of their games by one 
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run; in the final they scored one more than. their oppone~ts, 
who scored none at all! The team was: TIDY ~urpm,. DIck 
Hodges, Reg Tingey, Vie Smith, .Len Mace, DIck Elhs, D. 
Meaken, Tom Williamson, Charhe Noble, B .. Turner and 
Samivel Weller himself. ~ncidentally, stum~ Cl'lcket was oyer 
by 4 p.m.-a record. ThIs gave us ample"tIme for the ~;Vlm
ming events, of which Mr. Wellesley, the Father Otter, was 
an interested spectator. 

Hackney Swimming Club provided the opposition on this 
occasion. The races had to be swum across the bath as the 
polo goal posts were in position, and the firs~ race was .a two
width team race, which Hackney won wIth sometlllng t.o 
spare. A Club race followed, and to judge by the result It 
looked as if the handicapper had not had much chanc~ to 
"mix" the teams so that "Lofty" Barnes' merry men-Klrby, 
Langden, Andre~s, and L. Reid-did n~t receiye very gre:;t 
opposition. The water polo match was IDt~rest1Dg but a. bIt 
scrappy, and Hackney found the goal four tImes to our tWIce. 
We were glad to welcome the Hackney chaps, and we feel 
sure that they enjoyed their visit. 

And so to tea (with strawberries and cream), after which 
Mr. Wagg presented the prizes and we disperse? to resume 
our games some of us to explore, others to conjure up vast 
bunches of flowers and boxes of eggs from round about. The 
weather had remained fine all day, with. frequ~nt spells of 
sunshine and a warm wind. (We saw no ram until we reached 
Croydon on the way home.) As the wind grew cooler, more aI?d 
more foregathered in the games barn over a deoch and dons, 
full of remembrances of former visits and of other Club 
memories. All too soon' it was time to leave, and sadly we 
waved good-bye to those lovely surroundings and turned for 
home. 

Thank you, Mr. Wagg, for a very pleasant day I . 
INKUBus. 

K'Ctract from the "East Grinstead Courier." 
THESE GROWN-UP BOYS RECAPTURED THEIR YOUTH 

AT I.O.T. CAMP. 
Tucked away out of sight from the road at Chelwood Gate, 

Mr. A. R. Wagg's boys' recreation camp, Isle of Thorns, is 
perhaps the most secluded place of its kind in the country. 
The name was there long before Mr. Wagg built his camp, 
and comes from the almost impenetrable natural barricade of 
gorse whieh once surrounded the 120-acre property. 

On Sunday the Isle of Thorns was given over to the Annual 
Reunion of the Old Boys' Section of the Eton Manor Boys' 
Club of Hackney Wick, in the East End of London. 

This year, 250 out of a total membership of 900 were the 
guests of Mr. Wagg, who lives nearby at the Hermitage, East 
Grinstead. 

These reunions have been held every year since 1932, with a 
short break during the war years. 

Since 1908 Mr. Wagg has spent much of his time with the 
Club, mainly with the Boxing Section, and during World War I 
he helped to keep it running. 

Though no longer able to take such an active part, his 
interest in the Club has been as keen as ever. 

"He has become an almost legendary figure among the 
members," said Mr. GeOl'go PettiphE'r of Lflyton, who takes a 
leading part in the Club's stage activities, proposing the vote 
of thanks to Mr. Wagg at the luncheon on Sunday. Mr. G. V. 
Wellesley, of Highfield Park, Withyham, co-founder of the 
Club, visited the camp in the afternoon. 

Although there is a huge club building at Hackney with 
facilities for all types of indoor sport and recreation, as well as 
sta/!e activities, the work of the Club does not end there. One 
of the most valuable of the Club's activities is getting boys 
out of blind alley jobs. . 

But most of the ,men who came to the Isle of Thorns on 
Sunday had already established themselves in life. There was 
Fred Grace, a former British amateur boxing champion and 
Harry Mallin, British amateur middle-weight champio~ for 
five years. There was a man from Leicester and, nearer home, 
publican John Turrell, from Shoreham. 

In earlier years, explained Mr. A. W. Pearson, who has been 
the Club's Hon. Sec. for the last thirty years, the afternoon 

had been given over to general sports programmes utilising all 
the camp's magnificent facilities for putting. . . 

But it proved too difficult to fit them all In ~Ithout over
lapping, so to-day, while all of tfiese gf1;IDes J?ay stIll be played 
by their enthusiasts, the accent IS hell;vlly laId on the one that 
proved most popular of all-stump cl'lcket. 

There are six balls to an over and every member of the team 
has a bowl. If the ball hits the bat or any part of the batsman's 
body, he must run. 

CORRECTION 

BOXERS DINNER & DANCE 

Date given in error last month as 
December 19th, should read 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th 

HARRIERS' NOTES 
The big news of the month is, of course, the Fed. Sports, 

but there have been some very fine performances in various 
other meetings. Derek Cox, as we expected, won the Southern 
A.A.A. High Jump title with a jump of 6 ft. 2 ins., and must 
be a strong favourite to win the Club's first A.A.A. champ'on
ship title. Even those of us who have encouraged Derek frOl? 
his early days in athletics ar~ still a little staggered. at hIS 
meteoric progress; and meteonc must be the word, Since all 
his achievements have taken place in just four years from 1949. 

Brian Cole, too, has been in the news with a great win in 
the "Half" at the Southern Junior A.A.A. championships at 
Broomfield Park, and clocked the fast time of 2 mins. 0.7 secs. 
In the same meeting Ted Konopka gained Southern Standard 
in the 880 yards and "Chips" Williamson likewise in the Mile. 
"Chips" kept up his recent improvement by his fastest time 
over the distance-4 mins. 37.3 secs. Ted Yeend did not 
quite reach his best in the High Jump, clearing only 5 ft. 5 ins., 
but as Essex Junior Champion will go forward with his pals 
to compete in the A.A.A. Junior Championships later in the 
month. Alan Biggs has also been making progress in that 
difficult to master event, the Pole Vault, and after finishing 
second in the Middlesex Championships he has gone one better 
by gaining second place in the Southern Junior Championships. 

Running for Leyton in the Essex County Youth Champion
ships at Ashton Playing Fields we had some good winners in 
Bill Glibbery, 110 yards Hurdles in 15 secs.; Gordon Flack 
the 220 yards; and Terry Newman was 4th in the 880 yards. 

Jim Perkins, having successfully passed his test as a Pole 
Vault Coach-he is only the second A.A.A. Hon. Coach in 
Essex to pass this-is now looking around for likely talent. 
One lad, Martin Hooker, looks tire part, and gives every 
indication of becoming a first-class performer. 

We cannot keep away from Derek Cox. Derek not only 
won the Essex County High Jump title recently, but carried 
off the Putting the Shot event as well. One very good judge, 
a senior International Coach, has told me that in his opinion 
Derek could become the best Decathlon performer this coun
try has had, and he considers his potentialities greater even 
than Geoffrey ElIiott. 

"AJAx." 

;} 
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The Federation Athletic Sports 
The news that the Harriers returned from Chiswick with a 

bagful of cups for the third year in succession will' inevitably 
revive the now annual discussion among the "Old Crabs" that 
"the Fed. isn't what it was in my day." Of course it isn't
time changes all things-but as I wrote last year, I have no 
hesitation in declaring that while the entries may be down 
on former years the ultimate standard of the winners is in
variably much higher than years ago. This is brought abouf, 
of course, by better competition in the schools, where athletics 
has come into its Own as an activity with football and cricket. 

Young athletes join a boys' club and alsO perhaps an 
athletic club, with the result that even the smallest club may 
occasionally produce a champion "out of the bag" at the Fed. 
Sports. Athletic achievement is on the upgrade all over the 
country, and very few fish are escaping the net. Promising 
youngsters are being encouraged on leaving school-and even 
before-to join clubs where coaching and good facilities are 
available, and with the stimulus the sport is gaining from 
good publicity both in the newspapers and on the T.V. screen 
the standards are being raised from year to year. The Fed. 
Sports are no exception, and one has. only to look at the pro
gramme and note the very few records which have stood the 
test of time; which is conclusive proof, to my way of thinking, 
that it is no walkover for Eton Manor, Fairbairn House, or 
any other. 

I think it would be perfectly correct to say that this year 
we were more hopeful than confident. When we look back 
on such a year as, the last, when we won sixteen events, there 
is always the reaction that we might not fare so well, and it was 
fairly obvious that we were perhaps a little below last year's 
standard in some events. However, everyone was agreeably 
surprised on the day, for our lads rose to the occasion in fine 
style, and towards the end of the meeting, with the relays still 
to be run, we had won eleven events-the same number as last 
year at this stage. It was a pity that we could not win all 
five relays, which would have 'done the trick again! 

Now for a few comments on the various events. 
Juniors. 

Both Tony Fallows (3rd in both 100 and 220) and Roy 
Anthony (4th in the 100) ran very well but just could not find 
that two yards against spme strong opposition. In the 440 
yards Arthur Whitcomb was unfortunate in drawing the out
side lane, and did not really run fast enough over the first 220, 
but he made a tremendous effort in the home straight and was 
catching the winner at the finish. George Harman, who 
shows more promise over the "Half," ran strongly throughout 
to gain 4th place. Young Dave Giles made a very strong 
bid for the 880; forced by the slow initial pace to take the 
lead, he showed fine tactics in keeping his principal opponent 
on the outside for three parts of the last quarter, but this lad, 
B. Horeman, of West Hackney Club, a Hackney Downs school
boy. was just too good in the run-in. Hard luck, Dave; but 
it should be vour turn next year. The Mile was perhaps a 
disappointment in that we tnought Rex Gray, the Junior Cross
Country champion, was a sound chance. He led for three laps, 
but one always had the feeling that he was over-striding and 
might lack the final speed. He had to be content with second 
place this time, and must obviously work hard on speed work 
if his undoubted ability is to be developed to its fullest extent. 
The Junior High Jump was won by young John Woolley, who 
in build and running action bears a remarkable similarity to 
Derek Cox. Let us hope that he develops as well. The 
winning height, 4 ft. 10 ins., was not outstanding, but a strong 
breeze was a little disconcerting to the jumpers, for it kept 
the bar quivering and quite often blew it off, often as the 
jumper started his run. Woolley at the moment uses the old
fashioned "scissor" style, but should show considerable improve::. 
ment once he masters the "Western roll." We must commis
erate with Bob Benningfield, who qualified for the final of this 
event but was taken ill with pneumonia; an unlucky chance 
which definitely robbed him of a Federation medal. 
Senio,rs. 

The sprints were this year dominated by one of the finest 
athletes we have seen in these Sports-Jim Spoon er, of Fair
bairn House. He has a very fine style and was clearly out
standing, and although it is true he had assistance from a fairly 
strong following wind, he put up an exceptional performance in 

lowering the records for the 100 yards to 10 secs. and the 
220 yards to 22.1 secs. Unfortunately we were without our 
Own "crack," the all-England Schools Sprint Champion, Peter 
Hodges, who was on holiday; but Peter is two years younger 
than Spooner, and while we feel that he might have been a 
close second in the 100, the time for the 220 yards was very 
fast indeed. Gordon Flack, our "second string," did well to 
gain the final in both sprints and just missed a place, while 
Terry Parsons also ran well in the 220 final. 

The 440 yards was a little below normal standard, and it was 
perhaps a little disappointing that both Jim Kirby and Nick 
Holness missed a place. The race of the day was unquestion
ably the 880 yards, where Ted Konopka was opposed by Wade, 
of Fair-bairn, who had been most impressive in the Prelims., 
clocking 2 mins. 6 secs. against Ted's 2 mins. 9.8 secs. Wade 
made the pace with Tcd tucked in just behind, and the 
announcement of the lap time-61 secs.-rather shook us; but 
Ted, grimly determined, was holding on and challenged going 
into the final bend. A short sharp tussle, Ted forged just 
three or four yards ahead, and Wade just could not make up 
the leeway. Well run. Tony May won the Mile as expected, 
but not before he had beaten off a strong finish from Ward, 
of Aldenham. The slow pace of the first laps undoubtedly 
played into Ward's hands and we felt Tony made a mistake in 
not forcing the pace earlier. However, he won, and that's 
all that counts. 

The Two Miles, once the field had settled down .at the 
end of two laps, became a procession. Nat Fisher went into 
the lead and ran strongly throughout to win casil}' in the 
very useful time of 10 mins. 37.6 secs., with Mike Keogh in 
second plaee. Nat has shown on several occasions that he has 
ability far above the average and this race merely confirmed 
our high opinion of his capabilities. We must not pass on 
without a pat on the back for young Terry Newman. Terry 
has trained conscientiously, and in performance there is nothing 
in it between Mike Keough and himself. The question of who 
should run was left to the toss of the coin, and although 
Terry lost I noticed that he was as vociferous as any 'of the 
others in cheering our lads on, and enthusiastic on our victory. 
Thanks for a grand illustration of the real Manor spirit, Terry 
Newman. 

Colin Daniels, although slightly down at the end of the 
second round in the Long Jump, pulled one out of the bag 
and achieved his best Yflt, a splendid jump of 20 feet. Peter 
Clark, who has no pretensions to being a "crack" long jumper, 
also did very well to mark up his best yet, and was unlucky 
to just miss a place. Ted Yeend, our Essex County Junior 
champion, was out on his own in the High Jump and, despite 
the stiff breeze, was on top form, clearing 5 ft. 7 im., and 
on attempting to improve the record' of 5 ft. 8 ins. he just 
tipped the bar off at 5 ft. 8i!: ins. Colin Daniels also took 
second place in the Hop, Step and Jump, and we had another 
great race in the Hurdles, where Bill Glibbery beat Tom Bowers 
in a gooj finish. Both hurdled exceptionally well and the time 
was, a new record-15.9 secs.-but there seemed some doubt 
as to whether this would be ratified. (You note we talk about 
ratifying records in the Fed. these days.) Just why this doubt 
arose we cannot say; Spooner certainly must have had similar 
help from the breeze. Then who can say just which of the 
old records were really authentic since officials in the old days 
were probably unreliable and their watches even more so. 

It was a pity that we lost those two relays, but in each case 
we lost to a better team. Fairbairn beat us fair and square in 
the Senior Medley, thank to Spooner, who cut down a good 
lead gained by Ted Konopka (440) and Gordon Flack (220). 
Terry Parsons ran gamely and handed over about ten yards to 
the good, but even a fresh Dave Lear was unable to hold 
Wade over the final "half." The Senior Sprint Relay was well 
won by Canterbury, whose change-overs were really first-class. 
The Juniors won their Medley-team Arthur Whitcomb, Tony 
Fallows, Ray Allthony and Dave Warner-but not before 
Dave had our supporters' hearts in their mouth over the, last 
300 yards. The Junior Sprint Relay was a good win for those 
enthusiastic .youngsters John Beard, Paul Fishman, George 
Harman and Alan Howlett. 

The Old Boys had things more or less their own way against 
rather weak opposition. Brian Cole had a tough opponent in 
Ken Rouse, of Crown and Manor and Victoria Park Harriers, 
who was defending his title in. the 880 yards. Rouse set a 
cracking pace, and much as Brian tried hc could not sustain 
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the effort, Rouse winning in the new record tirr;e of 1 min. 
58.6 secs. Doug Hart WOI.l the 440 and Ronme Jones the 
100 yards. "Chips" had hIS hou~ of glory by runmng away 
with the Three Miles, during whIch he lapped all t~e ~ther 
competitors, and Bill Jenner showed what tre~endous ImpJ(:~ve
ment he has made over the past year by puttmg up a fast tlI~e 
in the Mile-4 mins. 33.6 secs. Who knows, we may see t e 
long-standing record put up by Hunt, of Mary W ard, nearl~ 
twenty years ago broken during the next year or so by ?:t Od 
our lads Hunt's time-4 mins. 27.2 secs.-was conSI ere 
terrificaliy fast in 1936. The Old Boys' Relay was rsally h~ 
question of whether Ken Rouse could catch George mlt, 
and George given a good lead of 40 yards by Arthur Bassto.e 
(440), Doug Hart and Dan Oliver (220), m~de sure that hiS 
doughty rival never got near enough to put In a challenge. 

Once again, then, a Fed. Sports was over .and a Manor tea~ 
had triumphed. Fourteen Cup~ was qUIte a bag, but. It 
must also be realised that we had almost a full repres~I}tatlOn 
in all the events at Chiswick, only .t,:"o athletes ~ai1mg to 
qualify from the prelims., and in addItIOn to the wmners we 
had 11 second places, and 5 third places. A grand performance. 

"AJAX." 

London Federation Athletics- Results 
Senior High Jump. 

E. T. Yeend, Eton Manor. 5 ft. 7 ins. 
R. Traer, Crown and Manor. 
P. Whelan, Alford House. 

Junior Half Mile. 
1. B. Horeman, West Hackney. 2 mins. 17.6 secs. 
1. D. Giles, Eton Manor. 
3. E. Hook, Fairbairn House. 

Senior Half Mile. 
1. E. Konopka, Eton Manor. 2 mins. 5.8 secs. 
2. D. Wade, Fairbairn House. 
3. R. Adkins, Canterbury Ox. & Ber. 

Junior Long Jump. 
1. J. Key, Chelsea. 19 ft. 0 ins. 
2. B. Andrews, Warwick. 
3. R. Alger, Cambridge U.M. 

120 Yards Hurdles. 
1. W. H. Glibbery, Eton Manor .. 15.9 sec. (Record.) 
2. T. Bowers, Eton Manor. 
3. P. Buckles, Crown and Manor. 

Junior High Jump. 
1. J. Woolley, Eton Manor. 4 ft. 10 ins. 
2. D. Reid, Canterbury Ox. & Ber. 
3. R. Raymond, Wellington. 

Hop, Step and Jump. 
1. T. Buddery, John Benn. 37 ft. 7i ins. 
2. C. Daniels, Eton Manor. 
3. P. Whelan, Alford House. 

Junior 100 yards. 
1. M. Pratt, Chelsea. 10.7 secs. 
2. F. Gifford, Canterbury Ox. & Ber. 
3. A. Fallows, Eton Manor. 

Senior 100 yards. 
1. J. Spooner, Fairbairn House. 10 secs. (Record.) 
2. P. Jones, Canterbury Ox. & Ber. 
3. D. Clapton, Dockhead Ox. & Ber; 

Senior One Mile. 
1. A. May, Eton Manor. 4 mins. 50.4 secs. 
2. C. Ward, Aldenham. 
3. W. Croome, Eton Manor. 

Junior 440 yards. 
1. A. Brown, Dockhead Ox. & Ber. 58.5 secs. 
2. 11.. Whitcomb, Eton Manor. 
3. G. Harman, Eton Manor. 

Senior 440 yards. 
1. P. Buckles, Crown and Manor. 56.2 secs. 
2. J. Harkness, Fairbairn House. 
3. S. Wright, Crown and Manor. 

Junior One Mile. 
1. ]. Warwick, Harrow. 5 mins. 4 secs. 
2. R. Gray, Eton Manor. 
3. A. Barnes, Dockhead Ox. & Ber. 

Senior Long Jump. 
1. C. Daniels, Eton Manor. 20 ft. 
2. R. Benningfiel~, Bromley and Downham. 
3. P. Mills, Wellmgton. 

Junior 220 yards. 
1. M. Pratt, Chelsea. 24.4 secs. 
2. J. Key, Chelsea. 
3. A. Fallows, Eton Manor. 

Senior 220 yards. 
1. J. Spoon er, Fairbairn House. 22.1 secs. (Record.) 
2. P. Jones, Canterbury Ox. & Ber. 
3. D. Clap ton, Dockhead Ox. & Bel'. 

Senior Two Miles. . 
1. N. Fisher, Eton Manor. 10 mills. 37.6 secs. 
2. M. Keough, Eton Manor. 
3. W. Almond, Canterbury Ox. & Ber. 

Junior Medley Team. 
1. Eton Manor. 4 mins. 14.6 secs. 
2. Chelsea. 
3. Crown and Manor. 

Senior Medley Team. 
1. Fairbairn House. 3 mins. 55.6 secs. 
2. Eton Manor. 
S. Crown and Manor. 

Junior Sprint Relay. 
1. Eton Manor. 51.4 secs. 
2. Bromley and Downham. 
3. Clapton Argyle. 

Senior Sprint Relay. 
1. Canterbury Ox. & Bel'. 46.8 secs. 
2. Eton Manor. 
3. Clapton Al'gyle. 

Old Boys' 440 yards. 
1. D. Hart, Eton Manor. 52.8 secs. 
2. R. Northwood, Bromley and Downham. 
3. A. Wood, Eton Manor. 

Old Boys' 880 yards. 
1. K. Rouse, Crown and Manor. 1 min. 58.6 secs. 
2. B. Cole, Eton Manor. 
3. T. Squires, Crown and Manor. 

Old Boys' Three Miles. 
1. R. Williamson, Eton Manor. 16 mins. 22.5 secs. 
2. A. Myers, Eton Manor. 
3. E. Butt, Fairbairn House. 

Old Boys' One Mile. 
1. W. Jenner, Eton Manor. 4 mins. 33.6 secs. 
2. R. Stone, Crown and Manor. 
S. C. McRae, John Benn. 

Old Boys' 100 yards. 
1. R. Jones, Eton Manor. lOA secs. 
2. B. Gatward, Eton Manor. 
3. R. Northwood, Bromley and Downham. 

Old Boys' Relay. 
1. Eton Manor. 3 mins. 48.6 secs. 
2. Crown and Manor. 

CRICKET 
SENIOftS 

June has been a month of mixed fortunes as far as results 
go, and the absence of Willson and Stalley, our two best 
bowlers for the more important games, added to the absence 
of others on holiday, contributed largely to the performances 
of the team during this period. There is little doubt that when 
all the players are available the team has a very fair chance 
of holding its own with the opposition, but we are not wen 
blessed with adequate reserve strength in cases of absence of 
regular members of the side. The fielding is still not up to the 
standard required, the bowling is varied and is possibly the 
strongest department, the batting is still patchy, and will con
tinue to be so until the players themselves remedy their weak
nesses by net practice. There is a tendency on the part of 
many to treat the practice sessions as an opportunity of 
having a bash, instead of using this period to correct the mis· 
takes made in matches; to improve the already good shots, and 
to put right the bad strokes. Again, there are several who 
only have one really sound shot and which they try to employ 
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against every type of ball. The whole principle of net prac
tice is a question of co-operation between the batsmen and 
the bowlers at the nets. If the batsman is weak on the off
side he should insist upon the bowlers bowling to his weak
ness, thus giving him an opportunity of correcting his mis
takes by repeated practice, and so on through the range of 
strokes. There can be no pleasure in trying to hit every ball 
out of the net if your own game suffers in consequence. 

Canterbury, Oxford and Bermondsey, a very good side, had 
no difficulty in completing the double against us, finding. run
getting a fairly easy matter against an attack without Wlllson 
and Stalley. With the exception of Birch and Kelner, our 
batting failed to cope with a not particularly difficult attack. 

Fah·bairn House did not provide their usual strong opposi
tion this year, and were rather easily beaten. Birch and 
Blundell laid the foundation of success with a third wicket 
partnership of 84, as did Morgan with an aggregate of 
8 wickets for 40 for the two innings. 

The ;Harrow Club game was a repetition of the Fairbairn 
match, with the opposition very much below the standard of 
recent years. Batting first, Harrow were all out for 56, 
Morgan again being the bowler to do most damage. Dave 
Barrett and Bob Blundell batted well to bring our total to 134, 
and going in again Harrow were bundled out for 21, with 
Stalley being almost unplayable. 

Dave Barratt continued his good spell with the bat with a 
very good '54 against Dockland No. 2 in the Federation match, 
who found Kelner's bowling more than they could cope with, 
Kelner taking 6 for 15 in six overs. 

An eighth wicket stand of 42 saved Eastley from a very 
heavy defeat, Willson being in rare form with 6 for 21, and 
in reply the Seniors knocked up 134 for 9, with Kelner con
tributing a well-hit 43. 

The last match of the month saw the Rugby Club with a 
weakened side almost beaten by an innings, the clock alone 
saving them from this indignity, Roy Whiffen revealing 
unexpected talents as a bowler in the second innings, as also 
did "Leggy" Lamb. 

Seniors 

" 
" 
" 

RESULTS: 
79. Canterbury Ox. & Bel'. 176. 

122 for 6. Fairbairn House 61 and 56. 
134. Harrow Club 56 and 27. 
117. Dockland No. 2 73. 
134. Eastley 77. 
146. Rugby Club 59 and 64 for 5. 

JUNIORS 

E.A.W. 

The Coronation Display has left its mark by the mere fact 
that the arena when marked out made a perfect boundary for 
the Junior matches. From the centre of the cricket table 
a circle was made with a 65-yard radius, which represents a 
very good boundary hit for these games, and we have seen 
since the beginning of June some very good individual scores 
by Frank Barrett, Eddie Clayton, Brian Agg and Brian Long
hurst. Each have made over 50 and Longhurst was only six 
short of a century when batting against Hackney R.A.F.A. 

Undefeated so far, the Juniors had to struggle to draw the 
game against St. Patrick's, who were after their blood. St. 
Patrick's lost their first six wickets for 46 runs, and the thoughts 
going through someone's mind, whether Mills would declare 
after passing their presumed low total, were rudely shattered 
when St. Patrick's scored steadily from that moment and 
took their score to 123 before their last man was out. 

Our opponents opened with two quickish bowlers, who on 
our fast wicket were faster than anything our boys have met 
this season, and it was not surprising that runs came very 
slowly; actually, 30 came in the first hour for the loss of three 
wickets. Having been given only 80 minutes to get the runs, 
Mills' policy to stay at the wicket without scoring was correct, 
and he and Dave Wilmington safely saw time out, our total 
being 55 for 3, the top scorer being Mr. Extras with 20. 

RESULTS FOR JUNE. FEDERATION LEAGUE. 
Cambridge U.M. Eltham. 144 against 28. (Hames 5 for 8.) 
Fairbairn. East Ham. 131 for 1 (Agg 58 n.o., Clayton 45 

n.o.) against 27 (Clayton 6 for 8). 
Bromley and Downham. Bellingham. 61 for 3 against 57. 

F. G. L. 

OTTERS' NOTES 
Having written already so many mournful words regarding 

the water polo team, I find it difficult to give adequate praise 
to the only noteworthy first team match played in June. The 
other games have been the same sad story or, at least, slight 
variations thereof, but in a match against Otter S.C. towards 
the end of the month things did look a little brighter. The 
play was much faster and the pace was maintained until the 
last few seconds of the game, when our opponents succeeded 
in breaking through. Although the result was a draw of three 
goals each, our boys should have won. I would not say they 
deserved to win, because several good opportunities were thrown 
away; nevertheless this was a very good game, with our chaps 
more lively and determined in their play, and I hope that we 
have at last reached the turning point which we have been 
waiting for. 

A very good effort on the part of the second team was in 
winning their match against Northern Lights S.C. by seven 
goals to two. Nice going, lads; now keep up the good work. 

In a four-sided swimming match recently at Kensington, the 
Otters finished second on points. The schoolboys did excep
tionally well; out of the five events they pulled off four firsts 
and a second. In the Middlesex Boys under Twelves' one 
length race, David Tier was not quite so fortunate. He failed 
to get a place in this, but he has plenty of time yet and is 
improving all the time. 

And now let us dust the old crystal ball, or shake up the tea 
leaves. "I may be wrong, but--" I think that our school
boys will more than justify themselves in the Federation swim
ming to be held on the 15th July at Bethnal Green. The two 
Free Style swimmers-Ted Levy and Albert Richards-are 
very different in style; Ted, with head down and arms flailing, 
and Albert with his almost leisurely straight arm action, 
should, I hope, be fighting it out for first place. Ken Fennell 
(a smaller edition but just as game as the bigger one) and 
Robin Cunnings (same remarks) are our Breast Stroke repre
sentatives, and here again they should both be concerned with 
the final. From those already mentioned, plus L. Cole and 
T. Briggs, will be chosen the four to compete in the team 
race. I have very high expectations of this team, but it can 
happen that valuable time can be lost in a bad take-over, or 
on the other hand being too impetuous could result in a dis
qualification. The Tier brothers (David the blonde) and Stuart 
will, we hope, take care of the diving. 

The Junior One Length Free Style swimmers are rather 
similar to the schoolboys, with Marley, head down and arms 
fiying and Comben, the leisurely, slower action, are both 
strong .swimmers. Comben, unfortunately, has been ill re
cently but we hope that he will be fit for the race. To 
Peter 'Poole and Ron Owen has been handed the responsibility 
of the 100 Yards Free Style. Both boys are swimming weB, 
and they could finish first and second in that order, which 
would make us aU very happy. Mike Buck and Bernie Holroyd 
will be competing in the 30 Yards Back Stroke. This is Mike's 
last year as a Junior, and this is his chance to set up an un
breakable record for this event. In the Breast Stroke we are 
represented by B. Bannister and J. Hicks; the latter is some
thing of a dark horse, and is improving so rapidly that he may 
well'surprise us all. The Junior team of Buck, Marley, Owen, 
Poole, with Wilkens in reserve, should make up a pretty hot 
combination. The Junior Diving will be taken care of by 
Poole and D. Missen. 'Nuff said. 

In the Senior events, Maurice Buck and Bob Muckley should 
give a good account of themselves in the Two Lengths Free 
Style, but I am not too hopeful. Brian Morgan and Brian 
Howel! both have a very fair chance in the Back Stroke, and 
Frank Overland has been training very hard to win the 
Breast Stroke; he has still some time to find to win, however. 
The Senior team will be chosen from Brinton, Buck, Howell, 
Lees, Morgan and Muckley, but do not compare with the great 
team of last year. Brian Howcll, supported by Frank Overland, 
looks to be a good thing to win the diving. And, as all the 
best writers say, last but not least the 100 Yards Free Style. 
In 1951 George Hilsdon set up the record of 60.2 secs. In 
1952 George knocked this down to 59.2, and in 1953 Henry 
Lees proposes to do even better. I hope that the Manor will 
be along in big numbers to cheer them on. And the Best of 
Luck. 

"THE WATEU RAT." 
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TIT .. BITS 
Con ratulations to the Harriers who have collecte~ fifty 

Federa~ion Cups inside three yel!-rs,. fourty-foudr athle,tlTh~d 
half-a-dozen cross-country. In. wm?lIl~ t!!e ql. Boys lee 
Mile event in the recent Athletics, Chips WIlltamson lapped 
every other competitor. 

Congratulations also to Tommy Cox, who scored a century 
for Warwick 2nd XI v. Surrey at the Ova~ recently. 

And to "Scotty" Garrett, ele~ted captalll. of the London 
Federation Cricket XI.. Manontes Ken Wills on and Dave 
Birch are also in the London team. . ' 

Roy Reeve certainly had to. work h~rd for hIS place 1Il the 
R.A.F. Guard of Honour outSide B~clnngh.am Palace. on COT
onation Day. Months of hard grmd, Spit and pohsh went 
in to the training bu tit was all worth while. 

Our Club bo~ers have somethipg that prob~b.ry no other 
Boxing Club can boast of-open-alr summer trammg quart,,;rs. 
The open-air gymnasium si~uated ab.ove .the Temple Mllls 
dressing rooms is equipped With a ~OXl11g nng and punchbags 
and is available to members at all hmes. 

Reg Kaley was unlucky not to reach the centre court at 
Wimbledon this year. A win in the Doubles would ~~ve ta~en 
Reg and partner Eric Bulmer t~e,re, but the l?I!poSltlOn, Billy 
Knight and Bobby Wilson, Britrun s most promising youngsters, 
halted their progress. 

Junior Boys' Cricket XI, reputed to be ope of the best
if not the best-teams for many years, remams undefeated so 
far this season. Every player in the side is capable of pro
ducing something special. Providing the lads can keep t?
gether this team, all very young, should make a mark m 
Federation cricket during the next few years. 

Campers this year will not be lacking .entertainm«;nt, a 
welcome addition to the list of Canteeners bemg Rot; HIlsdo~, 
partnered by old-timer and script writer George Pettlpher; thl~ 
pair should be able to produce the goods. . 

Comparison. Two sixteen-year-old members. are attendmg 
a well-known holiday camp for two weeks. Their accommoda
tion and fare is hardly likely to. be less than twenty pou.nds, 
and one assumes that their spendmg money on such a holiday 
must be at least five pounds .. Whilst they are perfe~tly free 
to please themselves it was pOlllted out to them that nme days 
at camp .would cost them but a few pounds, i~cluding their 
fare 'a pound or so for their pocket, and a savmg of twenty 
pou~ds, to open an account in the Club bank. ,Think about 
this for next year, you young Club members. ONLOOKER. 

BOYS' CLUB CAMP 
Final Notes: 

1. If for some very good reason you were unable to attend the 
final Camp Meeting and surrender your Food Ration Book, 
remember that you will require an Emergency Ration Card 
for the week. 

2. The bus will leave the Club, Riseholme Street, at 2 p.m. 
sharp on Saturday, August 1st. Please be at the Club not 
later than 1.55 p.m. 

3. All Camp Payments must be completed by Friday, July 
24th. Weekly payments taken on Friday evenings. ' 

4. Essential things for Camp: Shorts, plimsolls, electric torch, 
sports vest, woollen jersey, towel/s, swim costume, soap, 
toothbrush, comb, razor (optional), knife, fork, two spoons, 
raincoat or top-coat, change of shoes and old clothes, two 
enamel plates. enamel mug, pillow (optional). You are 
advised to take old clothes oi1ly to Camp. 

THE THINGS WE DO 
Figures, Bay the sceptics, can be made to prove anything, and 

no doubt there are among us those mathematical geniuses who 
delight in confusing us ordinary beings by proving that this can 
be true. One is reminded of this in one of the National" dailies," 
where by means of a check on a cross·section of the puhlic, it is 
pO~Bible appal'ently to deduce what type of holiday we prefer, 
what kind of soup we like, what colour shirt we care most for, 
and so on. The latest example produced for our edification and 
interest tells us what we like to do with our spare time. Thus 
we learn that one in every two persons spend their leisure work
ing in the garden, and then rather surprisingly we find that the 

next most popular activity on the.list is swi~ming. Even mo;e 
surprising it is to les~n .tha~ rowmg or ~aIlmg come.s next m 
popularity and that It IS hIgher on the lIst than cyclmg. And 
then on d~wn the scale we go to discover that ,tennis is more 
favoured than fishing or hiking, and that all of these are more 
popular than bowls, golf, cricket, and ca~ping. . 

It was not until I came to the last Item-campmg-that I 
began to think that after all, there must be something in it, 
because for some strange reason or other, it has been more 
difficult than ever before in the history of the Club to interest 
our younger members in summer camp. My memory goes back 
to the days beforo the war: there is hardly one of our older memo 
bel'S who has not spent at least one we~k of his .life with his 
fellow members and those great figures m the hIstory of the 
Club-the Managers, at Cuckoo Weir. Happy, happy days 
indeed, grund moments in our lives, birthplace of so. many deep 
and real friendships which have stood the test of time. Oamp, 
t.he place where so many of us learnt for the first time something 
indefinable, something which as we began to get older, we 
realised waR the beginning of what we like to call the Club spirit. 
It was once said by someone, whose name I have forgotten, that 
the best way of getting to know anybody is to go and live with 
them. And if anything iBtrue in ~his world, that is c~rtainly 
true of Oamp. Eight boys together m one tent at Camp wIll learn 
more about each other in a week than they would in a year any. 
where else, and if you multiply this by some twelve or more 
tents you will get a very fair indication of the whole perspective. 
We learnt to appreciate the virtues and the faults of others, and 
by measuring, unconsciously perhaps, our own shortcomings, so 
did we learn in what respects we ourselves were lacking, and 
thus, again perhaps without really knowing why, did we try 
to improve. 

It was never neoessary in those good, or bad, old days, to put 
up in the Club posters extolling the virt.ues of Camp. It was 
never necessary to send eirculars about Camp to the parents of 
the members. Months before it came along the Managers would 
be besieged by boys asking if they could come to Camp, and it is 
on record that many unfortunately could not be accommodated. 
It is a different story to-day, and one cannot help but wonder 
why. If it were confined to this Club alone the answer would be 
comparatively easy, but it is the same at any Club or similar 
organisation. There are some Clubs who have had to combine 
their potential campers in order to make a camp possible. 

Why should this be so? It would be a clever maI.I indeed who 
could provide the answer. Fundamentally at least a boy to·day 
is in no respects any difforcnt from his counterpart of ten, 
twenty. or even thirty years ago. He has the same likes and 
dislikes. He has the same enormous appetite. He has the same 
love of the open ail', and the opportunity of indulging in games, 
recreation, and of living in the rural atmosphere. He still has 
the same spirit of adventure and desire to give it opportunity, 
the success of the Outward Bound Trust Schools at Aberdovey 
and Eskdale are sufficient proof of this. Why then should there 
be a falling off in the numbers who go to make up the Summer 
Club Camps? 

There are many theories advanced on this new trend on the 
part of youngsters, and possibly the most correct is ,that which 
descrihes it 0.8 a matter of £ s. d. In the good, or bad, old days, 
to most of us in the Boys' Clubs, we either went to Camp, or we 
had no othe,· holiday. Can anyone ever remembor the young. 
sters sailing off on their own to the now universally popular 
Holiday Camps 1 Of course not. Can anyone remember them 
going off for a week or a fortnight to some seaside resort? Not 
,on yOUI' life. We could not raise the fare, let alone the board 
and lodging and the spending monoy! A day at Southend or 
Brighton perhaps, but a week or a fortnight-not unless your 
father was a man of money! Can anyone remember the Schools 
organising Educational Fortnights or even longer, in France, 
Germany, or Italy, at Aa ma.ny guineas a nob? Not likely; a day 
perhaps at Loughton or Theydon Bois,and that was your lot! 
Yes, it was perhaps the purse string which' was the determining 
factor in what sort of holiday, if any, we got.' If we could raise 
the ten shillings or so fee for Camp; if we could persuade our 
dear old parents that the week that we would have to take off 
from 'work 'Was a worthwhile investment; if we could persuade 
the Club Manager that we would be good boys at Camp, and 
that we would be all the better members for, it. All this accom
plished, and we were set for an experience which was to benefit 
and to last us. all our lives. , There is a very true saying that 
"what you have never 'had you will never miss.'" I wonder 
whether, by missing many of the things which are taken so much 
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for granted by spme of the younger boys these days, we missed 
very much? It is a free world we are often tolcl, we are all free 
to do what we like, in reason. If by some miracle we could all 
be transpla.nted back to the days of our youth, but that to.day's 
conditions of life still remained, would we not do the same as the 
youngsters do to-day? What do YOIl think? You must also 
have some ideas of your own which would interest others. Why 
not write to the Editor of this magazine about it 1 

U OLD 'UN.'" 

I don't know what you think, but between just us, CHIN-WAG 
was very good last month and finding its way back to its old 
glory. The letters from overseas are making it; they are all 
most interesting-the Manor spirit with its lovely Cockney 
humour, which cannot be beaten anywhere in the world, pre
dominant. One can just imagine these lads being well received 
in any company, at the same time taking knocks which they 
say nothing about with a grin and coming up smiling for 
more; but eventually it is the spirit that wins, and these lads 
seem to have got it. I hope all our members overseas will 
keep writing, if only a few lines. They give a slant on life 
which is fresh and varied, apart from the fact that every 
Manorite is interested in reading about his friends, and so 
we wish our overseas members happy and interesting days. 
And now that is a reminder of another little item. If we 
like to read about them, surely they are particularly interested 
in the Club of which they are all SO proud, so why not write a 
little something- for CHIN-WAG in your own style, about your
self or favourite sport as you see it. You may be 14 or 80, it 
doesn't matter; it is quite another slant on our Club life, and 
the lads overseas will love it.- So why not, you fellows at home, 
have a bash? Taff or many other members will be very 
willing to give you any help you need. 

I was very pleased when meeting Mr. G. V. Wellesley at the 
Isle of Thorns, on the occasion of the Vets' Annual Outing 
as Mr. Wagg's guests. He told me he had read CHIN-WAG 
recently and made all sorts of notes in the margins about its 
contents, especially "Whispers." Unfortunately so 'many people 
wanted a word WIth him that it was impossible to talk it over. 
He was probably right in the little conversation we had, but 
more pleasing was to know he still reads the magazine he 
started in 1913. It is worthwhile looking at his introductory 
remarks extracted from April, 1913: "Many are the responsi
bilities of a father, especially when his family happens to run to 
hundreds. All the same it is a red letter day for any parent when 
his children decide to have a newspaper all of their own. Behold, 
therefore, the establishment of a Club magazine which has been 
aptly named after the habits of our members. The pleasing 
duty which I have undertaken is of introducing to you the 
various members of the CHIN-WAG staff"; and then follows the 
list, which includes Goosey and AIf Pearson. Its price is td., 
and in this number a note about a member leaving for Canada 
on April 5th, and wishing him the best of luck. The Penny 
Bank offered rates of interest from 5% to 12-3:'%. These were 
the days, the days of the Suffragettes, campaign of hard work, 
hard living, struggles, humour, but above all probably the hap
piest days of our lives. When I look back over that period I 
think the so-called progress has been superficial. One of these 
days the world w:lI learn that money cannot pur~hase happine's, 
peace or contentment. It can help, but only if it is spent in 
the right way. 

I made another very enjoyable reunion with the old Wick 
when I went to Paris recently to represent the Leyton Rotary 
Club at the International Convention. It was a wonderful 
adventure meeting people of all races and colours in pleasant 
surroundings but the most enjoyable was meeting our next
door neighbo'urs in the Wick. The last time we met was 40-odd 
years ago. The lady has grown up a little, but they gave 

me a wonderful time. The old Wick people they remembered 
and asked about kept my memory taxed to its limits, but after 
all these years, during which time they have Jived in three 
different countries, they still say the friendliness of the people 
in the Wick is their outstanding memory, and I have a list to 
go and visit, including one of the Stone family. 

I was sorry to miss the Coronation Sports Meeting while I 
was away. Everybody thought it a wonderful show, without 
too many people roaming about to spoil it for others, I was 
back in time to see the Coronation and take a corner at some 
of the parties. One such, iri Temple Mills Lane, was washed 
out, and Mr. Villi el'S provided them with a room 011 the 
Wilderness, and for quick change in decoration they wanted 
beating. Everyone worked to beat the rain, and the hall 
looked lovely. All the youngsters had a marvellous time; they 
elected their own queen-she wore a crown, and all the others 
had little coronets. In fact, one of the outstanding features 
of these parties were their originality. I acted as judge at two 
street party fancy dress parades, and it was most difficult to 
choose the winner. 

And so we came to the Vets' great day at the Isle of Thorns. 
The weather could not have been better when 250 "old 'uns" 
arrived like "young 'uns," having left their cars, their cares, 
and many years at the Wick. Only the balding and greying 
heads betrayed their age. The order of the day was, as usual, 
swimming, golf, bowls, visits to the aquarium and gardens, a 
polo match with Hackney S.C., and walks around the exten
sive grounds; but perhaps most enjoyable of all just wandering 
around meeting old friends whom you haven't seen since last 
year. It's the greatest day for the old Club; the General Meet
ing attracts some, but this is a reunion that brings together 
m~n from all parts of the country, from all walks of life, who 
have been through the Club and are happy to retain their 
membership and memories of the finest Club of them all. And 
the thing that attracts is the opportunity we still have of meet
ing the men who made it possible. It is a wonderful pleasure 
to everyone' to meet Mr. Wagg, Mr. Wellesley and Mr. Villiers, 
who all looked fit and well, and remember their earJy days 
with thanks, in the old Wick. 

All the fun centres round the famous camp games-ye olde 
stump cricket and the energy displayed by the ancients wants 
seeing to be believed. For instance, one came across old Tim 
Cole, and the usual question arose, "Well, how are you keep
in!!?" and the reply, "Oh, not too- bad; touch of rheumatism 
and an occasional packet of sciatica and lumbago; the doctor 
says I must take things easy," and the next minute you see 
this invalid streaking across the field in an effort to retrieve a 
ball at a speed which would make an Olympic Champ. blink, 
and even the old dieters forget the diet on this trip. It's a 
great day, and long may it continue. Good health to our 
Managers and happiness for many years yet. 

The 60th Annual Sports of the Fed. were held on Saturday, 
June 27th, at the Polytechnic Stadium, Chiswick, and again 
it was a great show; why it is not patronised better is a 
mystery. It is a~ ,g-reat a show as the boxing, and I am just 
wondering if the White City put it on as an evening meeting 
whether it would have more appeal. It deserves it. Field 
Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck presented the prizes, and the 
most pleasing feature was the improvement in the smaller 
clubs. We found the Club's representatives extended and in 
some ca'es beaten. as they have not been for some years now, 
but it is good for the Club because it means they have got to 
pull out still morc. This they did, but the Fed. standard is 
going up and it should be a big help to us. W. H. GIibbery, 
one of our boys, broke the 120 yards Hurdles record in 15.9 
secs.; K. Rouse, a very fine prospect for Crown and Manor, 
won the Old Boys' Half Mile; M. Pratt, Chelsea, won the 
Junior 100 yards in 10.7 and the 220 yards in 24.4; but the 
star of them all, and a great boy in the future, was J. A. 
Spooner, of Fairba:rn, who won the 100 yards in 10 secs., beat
ing all previous records, and the 220 yards in 22.1 secs., all 
records broken. You are certainly going to hear more about 
these boys in the future, but surely there are enough people 
interested in their sons than the audience at Chiswick on 
Saturday. Some of the lads will have to take a bell home with 
them and make a noise. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Cliff Bird, writing from Crawl~y, in Sussex: "I eXI;lect that 

you will have forgotten my eXlSten~e, but I am still down 
here in sleepy Sussex helpmg to bUild Crawley New Town. 
The job is now going full steam ahead, and although we have 
another ten of our scheduled fifteen years to run I can see ~o 
reason why the town should not be substantially completed m 
another five years' time. We like living down here very much, 
but we· miss our old friends and the Olub. I have not been 
up for over a year but I still hear from some of the lads
it seems a I;ng ti~e since Ouckoo Weir in 1938.! I We no~ 
have three children, and can call ou.rselv~s a family. Denms 
is nearly six, Michael is three (he IS gOing to be .the rugby 
player) and Margaret is just over a year old. It IS good to 
know that the Olub continues to prosp~r .. I was I;lleased to 
read of the continued success of Den:k Oox III the High JU!llp. 
I well remember Sandy Duncan trymg to make Ron Omons 
into a champion, and although he may not have succeeded 
we had a lot of fun in the process of trying, and many happy 
memories remain. Best wishes to you all at the Club." 

Geoff Watford. still in the R.A.F. at Habbaniya, writes: 
"At the time of writing this letter, just prior to· the Oorona
tion, I expect that the Club and Wilderness is looking c?lour
ful as indeed must all London. The films at the Camp Omema 
ar~ full of the preparations for the festivities and the arrange
ments. It was very gratifying to learn that the Old Boys 
won the London League championship, and with the Boys' 
Club teams also doing well it was a very good season for qlub 
footballers. I listened to the broadcast of the F.A. Oup Fmal 
and really enjoyed it; what a wonderful game Stanley 
Matthews must have played. judging from the commentary 
he never intended leaving Wembley without a winner's medal, 
and certainly made sure of it in the last quarter of an hour. 
The football season finished very well for our team out here; 
we were the winners of the Knock-out Oup Competition, af!d 
were also runners-up in the Leagl!-e. We h~d two replays m 
the cup in the quarter-final and III the semt-final. I was so 
hot and tired when these games ended that I thought I would 
be glad when the season finished;. now I am a!ready wis.hing 
that the season were here agaill. Not belllg a cl'lcket 
enthusiast I devote my spare time to the swimming pool we 
have her~; the water temperature is 82 degrees, ,;nd still 
rising! I shudder to think what the pool on the Wlldernt;ss 
will be like after this. To-morrow a small group of us Will 
be going into Bagdad on a visit. We shall see the Broad
casting Station, the Locomotive Works and, what is probably 
the most famous of all the religious buildings in Irak, the 
'Golden Temple of Khadimayn.' Naturally we will not be 
allowed inside the building, but even so it should be very 
interesting; I am told that it is surrounded by native slums 
on all sides. A friend told me that when he was there he 
placed his foot on a flight of steps to take a photograph. As 
he did so a sinister-looking character approached him from 
one of the entrances with his hand foraging inside his native 
cloak; my friend naturally did not stop any longer! I shall 
take great care to avoid flights of steps to-mOl'l'Ow .. Looking 
out of the window there seems to be a bit of a sandstorm 
blowing up, which means that we shall have the inevitable 
trouble with the wireless equipment. But still, as I am due to go 
off duty in a few minutes I guess that I have every reason to 
quote the R.A.F. motto: 'Blow up the bridge, Jack, I'm over.' 
Sincere regards to you all." 

S/Insp. Dennis Ward, writing from Hong Kong: "Thank 
you for the CHIN-WAG, which reaches me regularly. Once 
again I have moved and I am now some ten minutes away 
from Chinese territory. My training with the police dogs 
back home has stood me in good stead, as among my other 
duties I have charge of the police dogs and handlers. I have 
seven Alsatians and have hopes of adding a couple of Dober
mans from the Danish Police in the near future. I learnt that 
the Danes have one of the dogs that we used in the old 
Palestine Police. Our 'family' consists of a collection of 
·tropical and other fish, a monkey, an Alsatian and an Irish 
Setter. These with the things that fiy by nig-ht and the numerous 
snakes that invade our domestic privacy might form the 
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foundation of a private zoo on the Wildern.ess. La~rie S~iffell 
has recently joined us outcasts of the Emp~r~ and IS statIOned 
in the vicinity; he very often pays us a VIStt. Everyone out 
here has the Coronation fever, bags of processions and festivi
ties; the trouble is that it causes us twice as much work, but 
it is all in a good cause. Although we are allowed seven years 
to pass all our exams here, I have been bashing the old brain
box and have passed in Language, Law, .Riot, Drill, and 
Weapons inside eight months, and have apphed for a transfer 
on promotion to Assistant Supe~i~t~ndent. If all goe~ accord
ing to plan I shall hope to be JOlmng my fourth Pohc~ F?rce 
in the not too distant future. I wonder wheth~r thIS IS a 
step to fame or infamy? Visions of a place III Madame 
Tussaud's perhaps, whether up or down the stairs is deb~table ! 
Oongratulations to all the lads who have done so well With the 
Club recently, and best wishes for the future. V.T.M." 

Reg Emery writing from Sydney, Australia: "It has been 
a busy summ;r for us with work, tennis, licking- a ne~ gard.en 
into shape and servicing a car for the many llltcrestmg tnps 
that we ~ake. We have not had the burning heat of the 
summer which is the usual feature of Sydn.ey, but we have 
had eight months of lovely weather and qUIte warm enough 
for us. We are still swimmin1{ in the Bav with only five weeks 
to go for the shortest day of the year! George Howlett, whom 
I saw a few weeks ago, has been here so long now that he 
does not remember the weather you have back at home; he 
always expects the perfect summer weather. I agree with 
George the management and organising of the Olympic Games 
out he~e leaves a lot to be desired. If you come across a 
really well-run business you can be. almost sure that there is 
an Englishman at the helm. Back III the summer I spent the 
day at the famous Sydney cricket ground to watch the Test 
Match against the South Africans. Now, although the ground 
is very fine indeed, it did not seem any better to me than 
Lords. Another thing which struck me was that the Austra
lians are far from invincible; their great quality is the fighting 
spirit and will to win; they never relax or give up for one 
moment. I have had some mild arguments about what the 
England team are going to do to the Australians in the Test 
games. I must confess that I was let down rather badly in the 
county matches; fancy the champion county being routed for 
only 58 runs. Why, the Olub could have done better than that! 

"Guy goes for his Forces medical examination next week, and 
will soon be an A ussie soldier or sailor; he has developed 
considerably since he has been out here. He is getting on 
very well with his job and we are glad that he will not be 
away from it for too long. I am myself working for a large 
building and civil engineering concern with an Englishman 
as Ohairman of the Board of Directors and with an English 
Manager. We have works going on hundreds of miles from 
Sydney, some up in the Snowy Mountains where our engineers 
are building dams and bridges all over the place. There is no 
end to the development which is due to take place in this 
growing country. The big problem, however, is money. There 
is a shocking amount of waste of time and money all over the 
country; it must be the sun or something. The Boys' Clubs 
out here appear to· be organised and run by the Police. These 
are very limited, with nothing like the facilities or the activities 
of the Manor; nevertheless, they seem to produce some good 
athletes. Most of the sporting activities in Sydney seem to be 
allied with drinking rather strong beer, on which they appear 
to thrive, but with all this they keep themselves very fit. Sin
cere regards to you all at the Olub and the best of luck." 

Fusilier Tom Jones, in Korea, writes: "We are due to go 
back into the line next week, and we are hoping that the 
much-talked-about truce will happen before then. Fred sent 
me a programme of the Ooronation Party on the Wilderness; 
it must have been a really first-class event. It will not be long 
now before I am home-about the end of October or early 
November. It can't come quick enough for me. I met 
another old Manorite out hcre with the Fusiliers, Freddie 
Bevan; he used to play football and cricket with the Senior 
'A'; he has only been out here .a week, and already he has had 
enough of this rotten place. It is getting very hot now, with 
the temperature in the nineties. Cheerio and remember me (0 

all the boys. V.T.M. and R.O.D." 
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THE NEW AGE 

.Please don't. think from the above heading that this is any
thlllg to do With the Atom Bomb, Rockets, or Jet Propulsion; 
neither of these "aids to civilisation" has anything to do with 
age, except as a possible means of terminating it! 

My purpose is to make more generally known the lusty 
infant which, for want of a better word, is described as the 
under-14 section of the Club. In recent years within the orbit 
of the London Federation there has been a tremendous develop
ment among the Olubs of the under·14's; so much so that at 
the present time there are many Clubs indeed whose under-14 
section is quite the strongest part of the Olub. 

Rl\nnin.g an under-H .section at the Olub is nothing new, 
and It might even be saId that Eton Manor were something 
of pioneers in this respect. I myself have very pleasant 
memories of pr chins' Night in the Club almost 40 years ago, 
when the main feature of the evening was the free bath after 
the evening's activities, with sundry volunteers from the Old 
Boys' Olub "doing the honours" with long-handled mops 
liberally dolloped with soft soap, dabbing away at the tiddlers 
under the showers! 

The under-H's have continued in the Olub with varying 
success sin~e that date, but it was not unta very recently that 
we found It possible to enter them in the various competitions 
arranged through the Federation. Unlike the older boys there 
are many difficulties from a competitive angle. Invariably if 
one of the youngsters happens to be a useful runner swimmer 
footballer or boxer, then he is pretty sure to be tied up 
through the local School Association; he is either required by 
h!s own School, by his District, by his Oounty, and even by 
hIS Oountry. In fact, there are many members of a Club's 
under-14 section who never have an opportunity of represent
ing their Olub until after they have left School, so busily 
engaged are they elsewhere. This is perhaps as it should be. 
The Sch<:lOls have a very: well-run and organised Association, 
and urovlded that there IS harmony and co-operation between 
the Olub and the Schools, the system works to the benefit of 
both. 

At the Federation Athletics held recently there were a num
ber of events confined to the under-14's, and there is little 
doubt in my mind that had it been possible to enter them, 
then our own Urchins, or Minors, would have given a very good 
account of themselves on the times recorded. But unfortun
ately the date clashed with the various School events and it 
wa~ no! possible. However, it was a different story with the 
SWlmm.lIlg. By a strok.e of good fortune Ollr little 'uns were 
al~ aYaJlable, and as WIll be seei'! from the detailed report in 
thiS Issue, they almost swept the board at York Hall. If little 
12-year-old David Tier had scored just one more point in the 
Diving, it would have been accomplished. 

The "WATER RAT" in last month's issue promised us some
thing special in the under-14's, and those who saw the great 
battle between Albert Richards and Ted Levy in the One 
Length final were we,u rewarded. for going, and the same applies 
to Ken Fennell (agalll, no relatlOn to the one and only) in the 
Breast Stroke event. And what a thrill indeed to see the team 
of Richards, Levy, Fennell and Cole win by a distance to 
knock nearly four seconds off the record for this event. If 
times are any indication of the standards achieved it is note
worthv to find that Richards in the Under-14's One Lencrth 
was almost two seconds faster than record, with Levy only a 

touch behind him, and that his time was only one second 
slower than Galle in the Junior event. One notes that Fennell 
was less than a second behind the winner of the Junior Breast 
Stroke; wonderful performances indeed, and a good augury 
for the future of the Otters section. 

Let it not be thought that the under-14's were alone in the 
Olub's successes at York Hall; Mike Holroyd brought off a 
brilliant performance in winning the Junior Back Stroke and 
lowering the record in this event. Henry Lees almost' suc
ceeded in beating George Hilsdon's record for the 100 yds. 
Free Style. Brian Howell dived magnificently to win the 
Senior event, and Johnny Hinks put in a spectacular finish to 
win the Junior Breast Stroke. If there was a disappointment 
it was our failure to win either of the team events Junior or 
Senior, the first time that this has happened for ~any many 
years. but they were magnificent failures, only a yard 'or less 
separating them from the winners in each event. 

But I am digressing; I started off with a reference to the 
under-14's, and I would be the last to deprive them of their 
little bit of glory. There is a great future in the under-14's, 
not only at our Own Olub, but in others. It is a matter of 
interest that in the V.S.A., particularly in New York, the 
largest percentage of the membership is within the 9 to 14 
age group. It is nothing new, it is just a development which 
is spreading rapidly in London and all over the country. It 
is up to us at Eton Manor, the best Club in the world, to 
keep abreast with the modern trend in Boys' Clubs-there is 
room for them all. Long may they flourish and continue to 
bring success and glory to us. THE EDITOR. 

Congratulations 
Birth of a son, 

Jackson. 
Gregory George, to Mr. and Mrs. George 

Birth of a second 
Olempson. 

son, Keith John, to Mr. and Mrs. Len 

TIT .. BITS 
Heartiest congratulations to Derek Cox on being the first 

Manorite to bring home a senior A.A.A. title, and the first 
Manorite to win a senior national title for quite a number of 
years. Let's hope he has started something. 

For the first time in three years the Harriers did not bag all 
five Federation relay cups. However, a total of fOUl·tee~ for 
one day isn't bad going. 

Honours went to the under-14's section at the recent Federa
tion Swimming and Diving finals. Although our Olub boys had 
their fair share of places, the Schoolboy section had the field 
day. 

The Otters came slap back into form to hold the crack 
Plaistow team to a 5-4 game. The Plaistow polo players 
gained their odd-goal victory with a penalty. 

Is the Olub to have its third international in this year of 
Coronation? Congratulations to Ken FennelI on being selected 
as first reserve for England's water polo team to play Wales 
at Barry, Glamorgan. Let's hope you make it Ken and give 
us the hat-trick in this historic year. " 

Although unable to win a National Schools sprint title for 
the second year, Peter Hodges clocked the same time as the 
100 yards winner. The 220 yards event was won by Fairbairn's 
outstanding runner, J. Spoon er. 

Another runner with a future is Brian Cole who recently 
captured the Southern Junior A.A.A. 880 yards title, at the 
age of 18 years. Brian can clock around two minutes dead 
Ior the half-mile. 

Perhaps the little story in last month's Tit-bits about the 
Club boys' holiday camp vacation had some effect-=--the wrong 
way? A part of six members have now arranged to visit this 
holidav camp next year! 

Looking back in.to Cl~b records is always fascinating, and 
the recently comPlied hst of names for the Boxers' Dinner 
revealed names of members better known for their other in
terests in the Club. Few members know that bound volumes 
of CHIN-WAG are on sale to members each year; these are a 
pp;rmanent rec,?rd and make interesting reading. There are 
stilI a few copIes left from recent years priced at 8/6 nicely 
bound, with one year's issues in each. ' 

"ONLOOKER." 
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CRICKET 
OLD BOYS 

This being the first news of the 1st XI, perhaps it is adviO-able to first mention the results. Played 22, won 10, drawn} i 
lost 2. As the results show, it has been ~? extre,mely ~,uccess u 
season; the side comprises most of the old bngade, but we 
have been pleased wi th the performances of the young~ters 
namely Derek Churchill, John Pulham and on occaslO~s 
Peter Pulham and Alan Milne. Bob Shears has shown hiS 
usual consistent form with the bat and looks as th0!lgh he may 
repeat last season's fine effort of 1,000 runs. It IS, ho~ever, 
rumoured that he has ambitions of getting a f~w ~ore WIckets 
with his "double bOllncers." Although Bob IS 111 the lead 
in the race to 1,000 runs, he has on~ .or two. chal!engers who 
are on his ta;!. At the time of Wrltmg thiS article John,ny 
Pulham and Tony Oandice are al~ost half-way t~ere amI WIth 
quite a few matches to be played It may be pOSSlble for them 
to achieve the target. . 

It is always a diffi:cult job as "~kipp~r," but Tony Oandlce 
has handled the battIng and. bowlmg "':Ith full ~arks. Te;> all 
Club members who are tak1l1g an active part .m the CrIcket 
section here is a useful tip. Whatever your skipper asks you 
to do 'do it first time of asking. He may be wrong, but every
body 'can be wise after the event.. Everybody has been pleased 
to see Pat DilIon taking an actlve part thiS season. He has 
been having trouble with his back, but we have seen some 
extremely useful runs flow from his bat. 

The "old contcmptibles" have been securing most of the 
wickets, namely, George Seward an? Arthur ~ayes, and I 
think that this is a good opportunIty to mentIOn that the 
1st XI are short of bowling, so now what about it, you young
sters? Let us see you trying to make the grade. Arthur 
Hay~s looks as though he will reach his target of 100 wickets 
for the season. Let's wish him luck, as I think everybody 
will agree that he puts everything into his bowling. . 

On looking through the scores it appears as though we 
have made most of the high scores against the better type 
of Olub: 215-6 dcc. and 201-9 dec. v. Highgate; 252-5 
dec. v. North Middlesex; and 214-3 dec. v. !'I0rthern Poly
technic. But our saddest performance was agamst one of the 
sides where we wanted to create a good impression, namely, 
Leigh and Chalkwell, when we were dismissed for only 128. 

The fixtures this year are generally stronger, and it is hoped 
that a few more new names will be added to the card for next 
season. Which emphasises .the fact that the younger Olub 
member must be prepared to persevere with his batting and 
bowling so that in future years they may retain the fine 
reputation that the Olub has achieved in the higher grade of 
Club cricket. On casting a look over the score book we must 
be thankful to our loyal scorers, Mr. Staples and Mr. Pulham, 
and also to the high standard of umpiring that has been 
achieved by Fred Westerman. 

The 2nd XI has also been "hitting" the high spots and to 
date have only been defeated three times; they are playing 
an extremely important part, for not only are they rearmg the 
youngsters for future years but have supplied the 1st XI in the 
event of emergencies. 

I t is good to see they are in the good hands of Vic Payne, 
Len Macey, Bill Fordham and Bill Snelling. I think every
body will agree that it's a pleasure to see Lincoln Williams 
once again "knocking the castles over." A. B. 

Draw 

Won 

Won 
Won 

Won 

Won 
Draw 

Won 

RESULTS. 

136-5 dec. (F. Wa~e 40) v. Buckhurst Hill, 100-7 
(Hayes 5 for 30). 

125-8 dec. v. Old Easthamians 88 (Hayes 4 for 13, 
Milne 5 for 39). 

105-7 dee. v. Highams Park 101 (Seward 4 for 44). 
142-5 dec. (R. Shears 88 not out) v. University Col, 

lege 135 (Seward 5 for 32). . 
185-4 dec. (J. Pulham 57, R. Shears 65) v. Oity of 

London Police 79 (Hayes 5 for 35). 
151 v. Lyons Olub 96 (Seward 4 for 61, Hayes 4 for 31). 
170-6 dee. (D. Ohurchill 54) v. Mill Hill Village 

91-7. 
232 v. Tate & Lyle 143. 

Draw 154-8 dec. (Hayes 57 not out) v. Lyons Olub 190-8 
dee. (Wilson 5 for 44, Hayes 4 for 3~). 

Draw 202-6 dec. (R. Wilson 52 not out) v. Umlever 135-7. 
Draw 215-6 dec. (N. Candice 53 not out, R. Shears 52) v. 

Highgate 155-4. 
Lost 128 v. Leigh and Ohalkwell 129-3. 
Won 196-7 v. Mr. Villiers' XI 192-8 dec. 
Lost 73 v. Old Hamptonians 77-6. 
Draw 204---8 dec. (J. Pulham 60' v. Fairholt 89-8 (Shears 

6 for 36). . 
Won 180-8 dec. (N. Oandice 98) v. Goodmayes 105 Cl-Iayes 

7 for 35). 
Draw 182-6 dec. (R. Shears 59) v. University College 

144-7. 
Draw 201-9 dec. (J. Pincombe 59 not out) v. Highgate 

142-9. 
Won 214-3 dec. (R. Shears 50, J. Pulh~m 58, F. Ware 

51 not out) v. Northern Polytehmc 197. 
Draw 230-7 dec. (F. Ware 60) v. Oity of London Police 

135-8. 
Won 164---7 dec. (N. Candice 54) v. Unilever 84 (Seward 

5 for 15). 
Draw 252-5 dec. (W. Barber 109, F. Ware 67) v. North 

Middlesex 126-7 (Hayes 5 for 63). 
The annual match versus Mr. Villiers' XI this year provided 

an interesting and thrilling game, wit!;. bO.th sides having 
their "ups and downs," but the Club SIde Just managed to 
find that little extra which enabled them to WIn by the narrow 
margin of three wickets. 

Our energetic skipper Tony Oandice did the right thing 
again by winning the toss, and on inspecting the wicket de
cided that as it was still a little damp on top he would put 
Mr. Villiers' XI in to take first knock. How very right he 
was, for with some good fast bowling by .Arthur l-Iayes and 
Ran Wilson the early batsmen were soon m trouble. Arthur 
drew first bl~od by clean bowling Anderton, the Buckhurst Hill 
skipper, with a beauty, the ball whipping in from just outside 
the off peg, with the sce;>re at 7 .. ~n came Tommy Oox. to 
join "Lena" Leach, and It was anticipated that the Olub Side 
would be in for some leather chasing. However, the critics 
were confounded, for it was Wilson's turn to show that the 
Club's new ball bowlers were not to be sneered at. He made 
a ball move away to the slips, and Tommy, good bat that he 
is, managed to get the necessary "touch," and the next thing 
we knew was that Hayes had brought off a brilliant catch. 
Ooles then joined "Lena" and the score moved slowly along 
to 31, at which total Hayes again produced a "snorter" and 
"Lena" was back in the dressing room with his score at 17. 

Bill Hart, the mighty slogger, was the next to pay an all too 
brief visit to the' wicket. He was rather unfortunately run 
out, a good thing perhaps from the viewpoint of the bowlers' 
averages. Four wickets down for only 44 runs was a sfcky 
position for young "Scotty" Garrett to face. He shaped up 
quite well, but Hayes produced an extra fast one which got 
through his defence, and he was out I.b.w. Skipper Manders 
must have thought that his opening batsmen had done enough 
damage, for he took the bold policy of attacking the bowling, 
and very successfully too, straight driving Hayes and Wilson 
for two beautiful fours. At this stage Oandice decided to ring 
the changes, bringing on Milne with his leg-breaks. In his 
second over he bowled Manders all ends up with a good one. 
.T ock played forward, the spin beat him, and he was still grop
inl\" when the bails were on the ground, and the score at 87. 
The Club side struck a further blow at the same total, when 
Coles, who had been defending solidly for 79 minutes, was 
dismissed by a catch behind the wicket for 40, lunch being 
taken with the score at 95 for 7, the Club side having 
thoroughly deserved their lunch. 

Personally, I think they must have lunched too weli, for 
on resuming Laurie Gray and Bil!. Snelling, after a cautious 
start, really set about the Club bowlIng. The partnership went 
merrily along until Milne produced one of his "specials" to 
have Gray I.b.w. for 30, the score having risen now to 166 
for 8-not too good for the Olub, considering that the early 
wickets had fallen so cheaply. "Slasher"-or should it be 
"Stylist" ?--Hill joined Snell:ng, and together they took the 
sco~e along to reach 192 for 8, at which total Jock Manders 
deCIded that they had enou~h runs, and declared the innings 
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closed. For Bill Snelling it was a grand day-to take 50 runs 
off the first team attack when they were on their mettle was a 
first-rate achievement. Many of the onlookers were of ,the 
opinion that Jock Manders had closed the innings too early, 
and this became obvious when Shears, who had opened for the 
Club with Barber, was very soon trying to knock the cover 
off the ball. He soon lost Barber, who was either stumped 
or run out, the ball rebounding from the wicket-keep er's pads. 
Johnny Pulham, after a somewhat nervous start, showed Shears 
that he was determined to stay with him, and with the latter 
really beginning to thump the ball to all parts of the ground, 
the score mounted rapidly. Dowling, a youngster on the 
ground staff at Lord's, took most of the punishment, with Gray 
being less expensive with his medium paced "seamers" at the 
other end. When Shears fell a victim l.b.w. to Gray the score 
stood at 65 for 2, achieved in 30 minutes' batting. It was a 
pity that Shears should go in this way, because at this rate Bob 
looked all set for the fastest century of the season. 

It was now the Olub's turn to run into trouble. Churchill 
was soon bowled by Gray, and Pulham, who has an uncanny 
knack of getting his legs in front of a straight one, was 
another scalp to the wiles of Gray. With the score at 105 
for 4, the Olub seemed to be in a better position, but at this 
total Tony Oandie also went for a duck, to contribute 
another sixpence to the box! Fred Ware came next, to start 
carefully and then to lose his wicket to a Bill Hart right-arm 
"slinger"-1l1 for 6. Jack Pincombe, next man in, was soon 
flashing his bat or, if you like, hanginl? it out to dry, with the 
result that he was quickly taken behmd the wicket by Jock 
Manders-121 for 7. The Olub looked to be in dire straits 
when Hayes joined Wilson, and just as these two batsmen 
were getting the Olub out of the wood, Wilson, in attempting 
to hit Bill Hart out of the ground, took a nasty crack on the 
head and had to retire. The result now looked a foregone con
clusion, but cricket has always been a funny game, and always 
will be; the result is never known until the last ball of the 
match is bowled. Who would have thought that Hayes and 
Peter Pulham could save the game as, indeed, they did? They 
both set about the bowling to some purpose, and by 6.30 p.m. 
they had knocked up the necessary runs, Hayes scoring 29 and 
Pulham 32, both not out, and once again Alan Milne at No. 11 
was not required to bat. (When will he get a knock?) 

Laurie Gray is to be congratulated for his bowling marathon. 
He bowled continuously throughout the innings, to take 4 
wickets at a cost of 59 runs in 25 overs. A thoroughly enjoy
able and exciting game between two very well matched sides. 

SENIORS 
July, as is usual, is the month when the best fixtures are 

arranged, and as is becoming usual, July is quite one of the· 
wettest months of the year; consequently, many of the games 
have had to be cancelled or have been curtailed. 

Fortunately the weather was kind enough to allow the 
games with Lord's Colts and Hampshire Colts to be com
pleted. The former match was perhaps unfortunate for us in 
that the clock alone prevented the Seniors from gaining their 
first victory ever over their rivals, whilst in the Hampshire 
game it was the clock which came to the Seniors' rescue. 

Batting first, Lord's Colts found runs difficult to get against 
the accurate bowling of Morgan, StaJley and Birch, supported 
by some very keen fielding, and we:re dismissed for 40 runs. 
The Seniors found it equally ha.rd, but thanks to useful knocks 
by Garrett, Mould, Stalley and Lamb they reached the total 
of 80. Going in again, Lord's were again in trouble until, 
with the score at 35 for 6 wickets, Standon and Tasker came 
together. Frequent changes of bowling had no effect on 
them, and they took the score fo 101, at which total the 
innings was declared closed, leaving the Seniors with 62 rllns 
to get in just over an hour. Whatever hopes the Seniors had 
of a quick victory were dampened when the wickets of Miller, 
Birch, and Blundell were down with the total at 3 runs! 
Garrett was the next to go with the score at 28 for 4, and 
things began to look a little desperate when Low followed him 
soon after. Mould and Kelner, however, adopted forcing 
tactics, Standon in particular coming in for severe treatment 
to the extent of 16 runs ill one over. When time was called the 
Seniors were 11 runs short of the required total, with five 
wickets still to fall. A moral victory perhaps, but a draw for 
all that. 

The Hampshire match, played on a Saturday, gave insuffi
cient time for a decision to be reached, but there is little doubt 
that on the day our opponents were much the better side. 
Batting first, Hampshire were always in a sound position 
against the Seniors' bowling which, although good, was not 
quite good enough. The rate of scoring was kept down, and 
after just over two hours' batting Hampshire declared at the 
tea interval with the score of 124 for 8 wickets. The Seniors 
were again off to a bad start, Birch alone showing any real 
resistance to some very good bowling by Atkins. With the 
score at 34 for 7 the Seniors were in real trouble, but thanks 
to some hefty walloping bv Willson (including a sixer over the 
wall), Barrett, A., and a determined, if somewhat "dodgy" 
last wicket stand by Lamb and Morgan which put on 10 runs, 
the game was saved with the score at 79 for 9. The last over 
of the match had something of the tenseness of a Test match, 
with the Hampshire boys crowding round Morgan at the 
receiving end, with the result that when he did play a 
"defensive" shot the ball was "dollied" over the fielders' heads 
out of their reach 

Other items during the month we're the sound innings of 
36 on a difficult wicket by Dave Birch which saved the game 
for us in the match with Rugby; the overwhelming defeat of 
Fairbairn by an innings (with Ron Stalley taking 7 wickets for 
7 runs, including five with successive balls!); and the rain 
which put paid to the other games! 

After Camp we have some attractive games still to play, 
including the return game with Hampshire at Southampton 
on Monday, August 24th, Essex Young Amateurs on August 
30th, and the second fixture with Wanstead Old Boys on 
August 16th. We have the Federation Oup Challenge games 
still to be fixed, with the final early in September, so that as 
far as the Seniors are concerned there is a long way to go 
yet before the season ends. E. A. W. 

JUNIORS 
Except for a challenge match for the Junior Cricket Cup, 

the Juniors finished their cricket season On a high note, when 
they received the Lord's Oolts XI on the last Sunday in July. 

Costello, who captained the Lord's team on this occasion 
and also the team that played against the Seniors a few weeks 
earlier, won the toss and elected to bat. He and Tasker 
opened against the attack of Hodgson and Woolley, and were 
satisfied to take singles in the first few overs. Woolley, after a 
promising start against these experienced batsmen, lost his 
length and, pitching them short, was hit for thirteen in one 
over and was relieved by Irvine. Hodgson, however, bowling 
extremely well, had two very confident appeals for l.b.w. 
turned down against Tasker, and in his first spell of nine overs 
had only nine runs scored off him. 

Our first success came when Olayton, fielding a ball very 
smartly at short leg, ran Costello out-26 for 1. lrvine cap
tured the next wicket, getting Mezen l.b.w., who while at the 
wicket appeared to be uncomfortable against both bowlers. 
Our next success did not come until 85 runs were on the board. 
Ramsey, a left-hander, who joined Tasker, scored frequently 
on the leg side, although this strong point was observed early 
by Mills, who put extra fielders there. We gained two quick 
successes, Hodgson had Ramsey l.b.w. and lrvine had Tasker 
l.b.w.-85 for 4. Longhurst ran out their next bat with an 
accurate throw to the wicket when the score had reached 106, 
and when Olayton had Turtill caught by Irvine for 23 and 
clean bowled Murphy for 2, Costello declared, the Oolts' score 
being 139 for the loss of seven wickets. 

Barrett, opening with Longl;lUrst, hit the first very fast 
and short ball from Wilson for four, high and wide of the 
slips. Both of the bats played quite confidently against Wilson 
and Costello, but both were out to very bad strokes. Long. 
hurst played a very ordinary ball much too early from 
Oostello and gave a dolly catch to point, and Barrett after 
batting extremely well, tried to pull the first ball fro~ the 
first change bowler off his off stump and was bowled for a 
score of 26. Clayton, batting very confidently, hung his bat 
out to a leg spinner outside his off stump and was brilliantly 
caught in the slips-43 for 3. Agg was bowled first ball, and 
Mills and Read were out two runs later-45 for 6. Wilming
ton, in the meantime, was holding his end up, or as the "experts" 
say and write, keeping his head down along the line of the 
ball. Hodgson put his leg in front of a straight one-52 for 7. 
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Rushbrook joined Wilmington and bet;veen the~ took the score 
along to 63 when Rushbrook, havmg a dlP, was caught. 
Irvine was n'ext in and decided from the "ofI''' to have a go, 
and although many off his shots arc not see III the. text books, 
the runs he gathered from them looked very good In the score 
book the partnership producing 28 runs. John Woo!ley, .last 
man'in, playing in his first really big match. for the J UIll<;>rs, 
proved that he is not overawed by the occaSion, and .ba~tIng 
very correctly while Irvinc continued his cO~Tag~ous mIlll"!gs, 
between them took the score along, the Lord s skIpper gett111g 
more anxious as every scoring stroke was loudly cheered by 
our supporters sitting around the ground. An. even loud~r 
cheer greeted the 100 when it was ~oisted. . ThiS partne~shlp 
produced another 28 runs before Irvme, dancing up .the pitch, 
missed the ball and was stumped. The last four wickets put 
on 67 runs out of a total of 119, lrvine's total being 21 and 
Woolley 18 not out, l\ very credi tabl~ innin.gs, and a re.ad y
made Junior for 1954 unless Jim Perk111s decides that he IS to 
be a s'uccessor to Derek Cox. 

The challenge match with the Senior "A," to be played on 
the Valley, was unfortunately washed out, but no doubt the 
Juniors will be quite happy to .accept another chal!enge at 
some later date, and with thel~ performance a$amst the 
Lord's Colts going slightly to theIr heads, they WIll be pre-
pared to take on the Seniors! ! F. G. L. 

. HARRIERS' NOTES 
With space taken up by the account of the .I~a.ckn~y 

Borough Sports and Roy Hayes' report on our activItIes 111 
the A.A.A. Junior ChaI!lpionships at Cardiff t~es~ notes must 
of necessity be very bnef. We cannot ~et thiS Issue go by, 
however without mention that the Harners have at last an 
A.A.A. 'champion in their midst, Derek Cox, as was well 
expected, winning the High Jump at the. Whit~ City ~n the 
11th July. Derek has been the most consistent Jumper m the 
country this year and has many jumps at 6 ft. 2 ins. 1!-nd 
6 ft. 3 ins. to his credit, and twice has cleared 6 ft. 4 111S. 
Being the favourite for the title must have put him on edge, 
and our hearts were in our mouths when he had an early 
failure at 6 ft. a height which he usually clears with ease. 
A good jump ~t 6 ft. 1 in. settled him. do,:"n, and o~r confi
dence rose; and when he cleared 6 ft. 3 InS. It was obvIOUS that 
he had the championship in his pocket. The bar went up 
after to 6 ft. 4 ins., but conditions were not ideal and the 
wind was a little blustery, and Derek failed very narrowly at 
this height. 

Even to those of us who have been associated with Derek's 
activities since he joined up with the Harriers in 1949, this 
performance is astounding. From novice to A.A.A. champion 
in four years is really meteoric and must be a source of in
spiration to our youngsters. Derek joined the Club in 1946, 
and for three years his activities were confined to football. a 
game at which he showed great promise-so much so, that he 
had a trial for the London Minor F.A. team. When he 
entered the House Competition (Athletics) in 1949 I am per
fectly sure that he c.ould never have thought, even in his most 
wildest dreams, that during the course of the next few years 
~o many honours would be won in this, his new sport. In that 
House competition, a "scissor" clearance at 5 ft. 1 in. showed 
his potential, and I well remember his incredulity when he 
was told that, with the adoption of a new style, the "Western 
Roll," he would probably clear 5 ft. 6 ins. As many readers 
will be aware, Derek achieved this height within six weeks 
when winning the Fed., and improved to 5 ft. 9 ins. by 
August. Even to the Derck Cox's of this world, however, 
success does not come easily, and Derek will, I am sure, readily 
admit that in his early days in athletics-and indeed at times 
since-he has felt most discouraged on many occasions. Pro
viding that the athlete has the right mental approach, is 
encouraged on the right lines, and has a capacity for hard work 
in training, then results will come. 

Success never comes singly, for the same month we are 
proud to record also our first winner of an. A.A.A. Junior 
ChampiollShip, Brian Cole, who won the 880 yards at Broom
field Park on the 4th J~ly. My first acquaintance with Brian 
was when I saw him WIn the Hackney Schools 880 yards just 
three years ago, and even at that time it was clearly apparent 
that the tall gangling youngster had ability far above the 
average. Brian has worked hard for his success,. and yet 

throughout has proved himself as fine a Club member as one 
could wish-an athlete who is ever read),' to plac~ his Club 
before himself. His many friends are highly delighted and 
have no doubt that this honour will be but the first of many. 
Brian is still growing, and .wh~n that tall frame fills out and 
the stride and carriage mmptam better balance-a,nd perhal?s 
more important Brian has the knowledge of tactlcal expen
ence-then the 'Manor will certainly have a great chance of 
acclaiming another senior champion. "AJAx." 

The Hackney Borough Meeting 
Since its inauguration in 1946 this meeting has been for

tunate in the choice of date and the weather has been. very 
good each year, but the l1!-w of averages must .assert Itself, 
and this time we got a soakmg. A heavy shower 1Jl th~ morn
ing gave a hint of things to ~ome, and two more dur111p the 
afternoon held up the proceedmgs; but the deluge at 5 0 clock 
nearly put paid to everything. The track was flooded to a 
depth of four or five. i~ches, th.e recorders' stand was blo,:"n 
over, and the amplifymg eqUipment rend~~ed tempora~lly 
unserviceable. However, i!1 true Manor Spirit, t~c Harriers 
proved themselves capable 1Il the emege~c),', and It was very 
heartening to see Alan Wood, Arthur WIlkms, Terry Newman 
and others wading barefoot to sweep away: the water, wh,iJe 
Alan Biggs, Ted ~eend, and Len Ma.ce did yeoman serVIce 
baling out the dramage tank at the Side of the track. The 
rain having ceased at 5.15 p.m., an announcement was made 
that it was hoped to restart at 5.45 p.m., but a further 
heavy shower just before this time held things up. Efforts 
were redoubled and the meeting eventually recommencd at 
6.10 p.m. No other track in England, flooded in such a man
ner could possibly have been fit for a restart in so short a 
tim~ and the next time you hear our friends on the B.B.C. 
"cra~king up" the White City on a wet afternoon-remember 
that. 

The Hackney Borough Trophy was won this year by 
Southgate Harriers, with the Club in second place, but one 
was left with the impression that it was almost a competition 
between Douglas Rasey, of Southgate, and Derek Cox. Rasey 
won the 100 yds. and 220 yds. and was second in the Shot, 
High Jump and Long Jump, in which events Derek scored a 
triple win. Ronn:e Jones was a close 4th in the 100 yds. 
and 3rd in the 220 yds., but obviously is still below his best; 
Brian Cole ran a fast "half" against the experienced Cade of 
Southgate, and was beaten in the straight in the fast time of 
2 mins. 0.6 secs. George Smith took on the unfamiliar role 
of quarter-miler and was very close to the winner, clock'ng 
53.7 secs. in third place; and Bill Jenner showed about 
4 mins. 33 secs. for the Mile, but was relegated to fourth 
place. Rouse of the V.P.H. won this event in the very fast 
time of 4 mins. 23.8 secs. 

The Club showed up reasonably well in the remaining 
events and provided a very popular winner in the Open Mile 
Handicap in George Smith (off 155 yds.). "Chips" William
son Tan very well in the Junior Mile to gain third place, and 
Dan Denham did one of his best jumps to finish third in the 
Youths' Long Jump. Roy Anthony, Tony Fallows, and Gordon 
Flack all reached the semi-final of the Youths' 100 yds., and 
Gordon went on to the final, in which he' was unplaced. It 
was a pity that Peter Hodges was away on this day running 
in the All-England Schools Championships, for he would have 
won this Youths' event. 

Our lads had a disappointment in having to withdraw from 
the Youth' Relay, in which they appeared to have a fair 
chance. Owing to the rain the mc:e~ing was, of course, running 
late, and Terry Parsons, of the ongmal team, had io go home 
for a paper round. Dan Dcnham was available to run but 
the Referee rightly refused permission on the grounds th~ t he 
had not been entc,red as reserve, which was really bad luck 
for the lads, espeCially after their hard work in clearing the 
track. 

One of the bright spots was the Ladies' 100 yds., in which 
Edna Free, the energetic Hon. Secretary of the Brookfield 
Ladies A.C., scored a surprise win. However, Edna has trained 
hard a\l season .and fully deserved her success, and we hope 
that thiS may .stlmulate more. members joining the little band 
who have earned the Brookfield banner all the season. With 
three ex-London Schools champions, Edna Free, Rita Good· 
and Maureen Beasley, they have a nucleus around which to 
build a· successful section. 

August, 1953 CHIN-WAG 5 

RESULTS 
Hackney Trophy Events 
100 yds.-I, Rasey (Southgate); 2, Butler (Hornsey St. Mary's); 

3, Willoughby (High gate) ; 4, J ones (Eton Manor). 
10.1 secs. 

220 yds.-I, Rasey (Southgate); 2, Butler (Hornsey St. Mary's); 
3, Jones (Eton Manor); 4, Miles (V.P.H.). No time taken. 

440 yds.-1, Willoughby (High gate) ; 2, Wrighton (Southgate); 
3, Smith (Eton Manor); 4, Fruin (Shaftesbury). 53.3 secs. 

880· yds.-I, Cade (Southgate); 2, Cole (Eton Manor); 3, Ever
son (V.P.H.); 4, Neale (Highgate). 2 mins. 0.6 secs. 

Mile-I, Rouse (V.P.H.); 2, French (Shaftesbury); 3, Cade 
(Southgate); 4, Jenncr (Eton Manor). 4 mins. 23.8 secs. 

High Jump--':l, Cox (Eton Manor), 5 ft. 8 ins.; 2, Rasey 
(Southgate), 5 ft. 4 ins.; 3, Carey (Shaftesbury), 5 ft. 4 ins.; 
4, Coote (V.P.H.), 5 ft. 2 ins. 

Long Jump-Cox (Eton Manor), 21 ft. Oi ins.; 2, Rasey 
(Southgate), 19 ft. 2 ins.; 3, Carey (Shaftesbury), 17 ft. 
1 in.; 4, Bodkin Highgate). 

Shot-I, Cox (Eton Manor), 39 ft. 7 ins.; 2, Rasey (South
gate), 32 ft. 11t ins.; 3, Howland (Shaftesbury), 30 ft. 

. 9! ins.; 4, Coote (V.P.B.), 29 ft. 8£ ins. 
Trophy Result-'-: 

1, SOllthgate"H. 
2, Eton Manor 
3, Shaftesbury H. 
4, Victoria Park H. 
5, Highgate H. 
6, Hornsey St. Mary's 

OTHER RESULTS 
Youths 

26 pts. 
21 pts. 
10 pts. 
9 pts. 
8 pts. 
6 pts. 

100 yds.-I, Furlong (Hackney Downs); 2, Ellis (Watford H.); 
3, Armbry (Hornsey St. Mary's). 10.5 secs. 

880 yds.--1, Haith (T.V.H.); 2, Simmons (Sutton & Cheam); 
3, Endersley (North Herts). 2 mins. 6.2 secs. 

Long Jump-1, Youens (Hackney Downs); 2, Whitner (Oxted); 
3, Denham (Eton Manor). 20 ft. 5 ins. 

4 x 110 yds.-I, Watfotd H.; 2, Hackney Downs School; 3, 
Norts Herts A.C. 47.7 secs. 

Juniors 
100 yds.-I, Orman (Hackney Downs); 2,McCarthy (T.V.H.); 

3, Teitz (Hackney Downs). 10.2 secs. . 
Mile-I, Fear (Watford H.); 2, Hassell (EnfieldA.C.); 3, 

Williamson (Eton Manor). 4 mins. 38.6 secs. 
4 x 220 yds.-1, Thames Valley H.; 2, Hackney Downs; 3, 

Shaftesbury H. .1 min. 37.4 secs. 
Medley Relay-l. Thames Valley; 2, Surrey. A.C.; 3, Eton 

Manor. 3 mins. 46.6 secs. 

Men 
100 yds.-I, Van Rossum (Woodford Green); 2, Spicer (Chil1g

ford); 3, Benstead (Belgrave). 9.7 secs. 
Mile-1, Smith (Eton Manor), 155 yds.; 2, White (Woodford 

Green), 145 yds.; 3, Adams (Hampstead H.), 145 yds. 
4 mins. 8.5 secs. 

2 Miles Steeplechase-1, Paters on (Belgrave); 2, West 
(V.P.H.); 3, Dias (Grafton). 11 mins. 18 secs. 

Pole Vault-I, Howland (Shaftesbury H.); 2, Biggs (Eton 
Manor). 11 ft. 

Ladies 
100 yds.-I, Free (Brookfield Manor); 2, Everson (Essex 

L.A.C.); 3, Wooicombe (Essex L.A.C.). 10.9 secs. 
High Jump-1, Bennett (Essex L.A.C.); 2, Parsons (Essex 

LAC.); 3, Blackman (Hythe L.A.C.). 5 ft. 1 in. 
4 x 110 yds. Relay-1, Essex L.A.C.; 2, Enfield L.A.C.; 3, 

Bedford L.A.C. 52.6 secs. 
Junio·r Ladies 
100 yds.-I, Benton (Chingford L.A.C.); 2, Hassell (Enfield 

L.A.C.); 3, Mankelow (Essex L.A.C.). 11.5 secs. 

FOOTBALL 
OLD BOYS 

With season 1953-54 almost upon us the footballers are 
already in training and are looking forward to surpassing la~t 
season's successes. As last year, training nights are Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 7 p.m. onwards, and every effort is being 
made to make the classes both enjoyable and beneficial. The 
success or failure of the training sessions is in the hands, or 
rather feet, of the footballers themselves. If all footballers 
will do their utmost to be at the Wilderness by not later than 
7.30 p.m. so that we can get you all together, we can then 
organise full squads from the start. Sid Wilson will be taking 
care of the P.T. and general fitness squads, and Alf Ramsey 
will be coming along on Thursday evenings with advice and 
tactics talks. 

Practice games will be held during the lighter evenings, and 
all newcomers from the Boys' Club and from the Forces will 
have opportunities to show their ability, and in this connection 
any newcomers are invited to make themselves known to 
Charlie Phillips or Ernie Steed, who will always be around 
on the training evenings. There is always room for new 
talent, and they will receive every encouragement fTOm the 
Football Committee. 

Competition for places in the first and second teams, and 
in all teams for that matter, looks like being keener than ever 
this season, which is as it should be in a healthy Club. We 
shall endeavour as far as possible to play members in the posi
tions that they prefer, but there must be some give and take. 
It may well be that with five teams to run we shall have only 
eight wingers available, in which case it will become necessary 
to play two members out of their normal positions. The same 
thing can happen in the case of injUlY. We may havc to make 
positional changes, but that is an accepted practice with all 
Clubs; it is all a matter of co-operation on the part of every 
player. This brings me to a further point. If there is any 
player who gets a little disgruntled and feels that he is perhaps 
not getting a fair chance, he should ask for a chat with the 
Selection Committee. He will be given a sympathetic hearing, 
and will be encouraged to get his grouse out of his system. 
It is far better to do this and to clear the air from the start 
than to go through the season with a "chip on the shoulder." 
The policy, as always, will be to play the BEST team avail
able; the first responsibility is to do the best for Eton Manor, 
and secondly to the individual. The Committee are confident 
that this policy is the one that has the backing of every mem
ber; it certainly has the support of the players. 

Season Tickets at a special reduced rate are available on 
application to El'llie Osgood or Charlie StOTey, and we hope 
that members will take advantage of this concession. The 
Committee would also appreciate the assistance of any of the 
older members who can spare the time on Saturday afternoons 
to help on the gates. Last season the first team proved them
selves worthy of far more support than they received. If it is 
your wish to see the Club do even better next season, come 
along and give the team your support. We shall never attain 
the status of a higher league until we can show that we have 
a bigger followin£(, no matter how well the team performs on 
the field. Roll up and sce a better game, cheaper, and under 
cover, at Temple Mills. "HOPEFUL." 

OTTERS' NOTES 
The three "R's" are something to do with education, and 

I suppose that might describe the Federation Swimming; but 
in this case they mean RECORD, RECORD, RECORD-

To start at the beginning of the programme-David Tier was 
second in the Schoolboy Diving, first place going to D. Butler, 
of Cambridge University Mission, who was admittedly the 
better diver, but only just. The Junior Diving unfortunately 
did not come our way, but the Senior Diving did. Brian 
Howel! fought a very close match with former Otter Eric 
Glynn, now diving for Pedro Street Club. Although suffering 
from a bad cold, Brian kept the pennant flying and just 
pipped his ex-Club male. Next, Record number one. Albert 
Richards and Ted Levy battled for first place in the School
boy One Length. Albert crept ahead gradually and won in 
the record time of 18.8 ~ecs. Ted was second, and though 
the timekeeper clocked hlm at 20.2 secs., which was inside 

Wil 
,1"·1 I;i , 
\11<1 
Ili.1 
lil 
J!~ 



6 CHIN-WAG August, 1953 

the previous record I and many others believed that Ted 
was no more than ~ full second behind. However, next year 
as Juniors they can settle this matter, and they may even break 
the record for the Junior One Length-17.2 secs., set up by 
Shorty Wilson in 1951. 

This year's Junior One Length went to the Robert Brown
ing Institute. P. Marley, swimmingJor the Manor, ~as fourth 
in a very close race; but for a slu~lpsh getaway he might have 
been higher up. The pocket editIon, Ken Fennell, won the 
Schoolboy Breast Stroke in fine style. Three-quart.ers of. a 
length swim under water may frequently, be. seen III SeOlor 
events but rarely in schoolboy ones. Ken s tIme, 25.6 secs., 
was barely a second behind the record ti.me for ~hat .even~-
24.8 secs. If the "pocket edition" contmues sWI~mmg lIke 
this the "folio edition" had better look out for himself! 

Neither the Senior Two Lengths nor the Junior 100 y~rds 
were captured for the Club, but the next event was defimtely 
ours. The Schoolboys team, L. Cole, K. Fenr:ell, T. Levy and 
A Richards won this event by half a length In the RECORD 
ti~e of 85.4 secs.; this record, I imagine .. will stand for some 
t~me to come. Henry Lees won the Semor 100 yards, clo~ely 
followed by A. Gott of Webbe, there being only two finahsts. 
A bad turn and a feeling of "not quite right" in the water 
kept Henry from getting inside the record; his time was 
60.6 secs. John Hinks won the Junior One Length Br~ast 
Stroke. At the take-off his foot slipped and he almost fell mto 
the water; he recovered and fought his way to the front. 
His time, 24.3 secs., would have been much better and pl.aced 
him inside the record had it not been for that unlucky slIp. 

Frank Overland was second in the Senior 100 yards Breast 
Stroke, his time, 89.6 secs., only just behind the winner, whose 
time was 88.0 secs. RECORD number three goes to B. 
Holroyd winning the Junior One Length Back Stroke-time 
18.8 sec~. He is another newcomer to the Fed. who has ma.de 
his mark. In this event Mike Buck, handicapped by an m
jured leg, came second in a photo-finish race. (My camera
officially he came third.) 

Despite his bad cold, B. HoweII gained second place in the 
Senior One Length Back Stroke; B. Morgan was placed third. 

In the Junior and Senior Team Races the Manor was 
second. In the Junior event the last man, Peter Poole, was 
only just pipped at the post, and in the Senior event Henry 
Lees last man in, had three-quarters of a length to make up, 
and 'this was a little too much for Henry. 

On the whole it was a satisfactory evening (I went home 
smiling). But for a bad leg, a bad cold, a bad start and a 
few poor ones the overall results might have been really out
standing. Of the thirteen swimming events in the Fed. the 
Manor won six firsts and six seconds, with a first and second 
in the diving. Of the thirteen swimming events in the Fed. 
the Manor holds the Record Times for eight; so what about 
defying superstition next year? WeIl, it's wO"rth a try, 
anyhow! 

Water polo, although not giving us any cause to jump 
for joy, has improved this month; there still persists the idea 
that the goals are at least a foot larger all round, and short 
passes are not a thing of the past yet, nor is the habit of 
swimming well into the side of the bath, almost on to the goal 
line, and then taking a shot at goal. This sort of shot rarely 
pays off and usually ends with the ball being cleared halfway 
up the bath into the "danger zone." However, things are 
beginning to get a little better, but they have got to improve 
a whole lot by August 29th. On that date the Otters will be 
holding a gala at the Kings Hall Baths, featuring a water 
polo match with De Roybben (Holland) Swimming Club. 
This wiIl be worth seeing; the Otters usually manage to play 
much better polo when the opposition is really stiff, and this 
match should be of that kind. Also in the gala will be a 
series of swimming races between six local clubs, so don't 
forget the date, August 29th. 

On many occasions this summer some members on being 
told they were entered as "Reserve" for an event, have looked 
as though they have been insulted, and the comment, "Oh it 
wasn't worth coming," has been heard. This attitude' is 
entirely wrong. A "reserve" is a perSOn of importance; he is 
a very necessary person who should always be on hand in 
case the entry or a member of the team should be unable to 
appear, so that he can step into the vacancy and avoid dis
appointing his Club, his team mates if it's a tearn event the 
organisers, and the public. You don't get medals for being 

"reserve," but you do get a great deal of satisfacti~n in kn?w
ing that you are the next man to be ,calIe~ on If anythmg 
unfortunate should happen. I~ you don. t beheve mc, ll;sk Ken 
Fennell (the big one). At the tIme of gomg to press he IS down 
as "reserve" fo'r England in their polo match against Wales 
on August 8th, at Barry. HE'LL BE THERE! 

THE WATER RAT. 

Federation 
Under-H's Diving: 

Swimming Finals-Results 
1st, Butler, Cambridge Un. Miss. 
2nd, Tier, Eton Manor. 

Junior Diving: 

Senior Diving: 

Under-H's 
One Length: 

Junior One Length: 

Under-14's One Length 
Breast Stroke: 

Senior Two Lengths: 

Junior 100 yds.: 

U nder-14's Team Race: 

Senior 100 yds. : 

Junior One Length 
Breast Stroke: 

Senior 100 yds. 
Breast Stroke: 

Junior 30 yds. 
Back Stroke: 

Senior 30 yds. 
Back Stroke: 

Junior Team Race: 

Senior Team Race: 

3rd, Reed, Cambride Un. Miss. 
1st, Hayes, Wesley Hall. 
2nd, Bland, John Benn. 
3rd, Raymond, Wellington Coil. 
1st, Howell Eton Manor. 
2nd Glynn, Pedro Street. 
3rd,' Wollaston, Samual Lithgow. 
1st, Richards, Eton Manor. 
2nd, Levy, Eton Manor. 
3rd, MacDonald, Rugby. 

Time: 18.8 secs. Record. 
1st, Galle, Robert Browning Inst. 
2nd, Briggs, Fairbairn House. 
3rd, Brooks, Rugby. 

Time: 17.4 secs. 
1st, Fennell, Eton Manor. 
2nd, Jaanus, Cambridge Un. Miss. 
3rd, Lincoln, Bradfield. 

Time: 25.6 secs. 
1st Wheeler, Cambridge Un. Miss. 
2nd, Robson, Streatham Hill. 
3rd, Brum, Rugby. 

Time: 40.2 secs. 
1st Cushing, Robert Browning Inst. 
2nd, Pepper, Fairbairn House. 
3rd, Burrows, Robert Browning Inst. 

Time: 65.2 secs. 
1st, Eton Manor. 
2nd, Cambridge Un. Miss. 
3rd, Bromley & Downham. 

Time: 1 min. 25.6 secs. Record. 
1st, Lees, Eton Manor. 
2nd, Gotts, Webbe. 

Time: 60.6 secs. 
1st, Hinks, Eton Manor. . 
2nd, Silverman, North West JeWIsh. 
3rd, Field, North West Jewish. 

Time: 24.8 secs. 
1st, Butler, Cambridge Un. Miss. 
2nd, Overland, Eton Manor. 
3rd,Bookey, Brady. 

Time: 1 min. 28.4 secs. 
1st, Holroyd, Eton Manor. 
2nd, Overton, Robert Browning Inst. 
3rd, Buck, Eton Manor. 

Time: 18.8 secs. Record. 
1st, Glasenbury, Post Office. 
2nd, Howell, Eton Manor. 
3rd, Morgan, Eton Manor. 

Time: 17 secs. Record. 
1st. Robert Browning Inst. 
2nd, Eton Manor. 
3rd, Armoury. 

Time: 1 min. 13.6 secs. 
1st Cambridge Un. Miss. 
2nd, Eton Manor. 
3rd, Webbe. 

Time: 3 mins. 10.3 secs. 

• ETON OTTERS present a GRAND OPENING DANCE 
at the CLUB on 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th, 1953, 8 p.m. to 11.30 p.m. 

DEREK BROWNE and his BAND No jiving. Admission 3/-
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Cardiff in Retrospect 
On 25th July a small party of competitors and supporters 

journeyed to qardifffor the A.A.A. J ';Inior Ch~mpionships 
which were taking place at the new Mamdy Stadium, where 
the Welsh people are hoping to stage the 1958 Empire Games. 
The weather was probably as bad as it could be from an 
athletic point of view, but with one Southern and one Essex 
champion in our midst our spirits were very high. 

Chips Williamson discovered that running a heat does not 
mean that one can take things easy, and was unplaced in a fast 
mile with a personal time of 4 mins. 45 secs. Whereas the rest 
of the party had travelleq down the qay before, Chips reac~ed 
Cardiff only a short while before hIS race, and after being 
cramped in a train for several hours was obviously not at his 
best. Ted Yeeild had our hearts in our mouths when he had 
two failures at 5 ft. 7 ins. However, he managed to clear .at 
the third try and thus win a standard medal. The two earher 
failures meant that he was placed ninth in the competition, 
out of fifteen, although the seventh and eighth places were 
also credited with this height. 

When Brian Cole won the second fastest heat with a time 
of 2 mins. 3.2 secs. for 880 yards our hopes ran high for a 
place in the final. Unfortunately several other competitors had 
different ideas and one in particular carved up the pace in 
the first lap ~uch too fast for our liking, and Brian was 
trapped into trying to keep up. This was his undoing, and in 
the last three hundred yards he faded badly to finish seventh. 
The winner whom, incidentally, Cole had beaten in his heat, 
put up the very good time of 1 min. 57.7 secs., but if Brian 
had run his more usual even-paced race he would almost cer
tainly have been in the first .thre.e. Still, it is ~y these m~stakes 
that one learns, and there IS st1l1 plenty of tIme for Bnan to 
put things right. R. K. H. 

Congratulations must go this ~onth to Derek Cox. on ~e
ing the first Club member to WlJ1 an A.A.A. champlOnsh!p. 
Derek has had many such congratulations, but no more sm
cere ones than those from the very ancient Harriers section, 
and we wish him many more successes in the future. His ~in, 
was the result of hard work, good t.raining a!ld n.ever-tinng 
effort and that is the only way to Will champIOnshIps. Many 
other' would-be champions are in the Club, and it is to be 
hoped they take a leaf out of the same book, listen to the 
Harriers' leaders and work hard for results. Youngsters have 
a great opportunity with our wonderful ground and training 
facilities. So get busy and think of Dere.k Cox as the fore
runncr of a long list of Eton Manor champIOns to come. 

To ancients like myself who have seen the Harriers 
grow from a very s~all.sect.ion of about !'L dozen to its present 
size; a success of thIS kind IS a great thnll and one tha.t must 
be shared by all the present Managers who at one tIme or 
another have been "out with the Harriers," but probably the 
greatest thrill came to Les Golding and Jim Perkins who ~e
gan organising them many, many years a~o and have st.eaddy 
improved them year after year. The contlllued success III the 
Fed. and open events has been very largely due to their en
thusiasm and encouragement. They gathered a band of helpers 
around them who are as keen as themselves, and the results are 
there to be seen. More power to their elbows; they have put 
the Club on its feet where athletics are concerned, and we 
hope they will see many more successes yet. 

Whoever was responsible for the article on the "Modern 
Boy" last month surely started something. There is a big 
change in youngsters, a big change in their outlook and a big 
change in conditions. I expect when they grow to be grand-

fathers they wilI be saying the same thing about the boys then 
growing up. Some people would call it progress, but change 
is a better word. The easy-money boys are not always the 
happiest, and the same applies to the light, heavy or even h.ard 
worker. Some of the present day fathers had a grand tlme 
as youngsters, and worked hard too. It is perfectly true that 
boys from other Fed. Clubs are not taking kindly to club 
camping, and are even getting tired of over-organised seaside 
camps. It would be interesting to hear from some of them 
why this is so. One little picture caught my eye a few weeks 
ago. Coming across London on a Sunday afternoon I passed 
several cinemas, and at every one were a group of young boys 
waiting for the doors to open, and this on one of the few 
fine days we have had this summer, just waiting to be enter
tained. There is an answer to it I suppose, as the writer said. 
Why not write to CHIN-WAG about it? Why not have a debat
ing society this winter? The finest thing for any boy is to 
have a purpose in life and work for it. 

1 had the pleasure of taking some Australian people round 
the Wilderness a few days ago, and they were delighted with 
it. Although they live in a fine city (Adelaide) they had no 
hesitation in saying they had nothing like it in their vast coun
try. Their first reaction on seeing several cricket teams was 
that we ought to be able to produce some' good cricketers for 
the Test teams against other countries. The same about tennis 
and bowls; but what they liked most of all were the Club 
members they met. They thought there was a wonderful 
spirit in the Club and, to use their own words, "a fine lot of 
fellows." It is very fine for the Club if people can take back 
this !rood impression to their own country. To say they were 
surprised at the Wilderness would be putting it mildly, and 
they thought all who were privileged to use it were very lucky. 

I met Eddie Goffron recently when he starred at the Wal
thamstow Palace' before taking the lead in a revival of "The 
Last Waltz," which will be on tour in the Provinces and then 
in London. He was looking very well and has been doing 
quite well for himself. His voice is better than ever, and 
during our conversation he said his happiest time was when 
training the boys for the Shakespeare Festival. He produced 
the first Boys' Federation team to perform at Stratford-on
Avon. He asked after many Clubites and wished me to give 
them his kindest remembrance. The first thing I spotted was 
that he was wearing a pair of Manor cuff links. and he said 
he wore them every day because he was proud of his association 
with the old Club. So will all members of his Dramatic Club, 
and all his friends, please note, he wishes you the best of luck 
and would like to hear from you now and again, and if he is 
performing anywhere near your home will be very pleased to 
see you. 

One of the Old Boys, Bill J ones, did eaU and see him in 
Accrington, where he now lives. Eddie says he is doing very 
well indeed, has a good executive post, has lost a really good 
Cockney accent and acquired a hyphen name, being now Bill 
Duncan-Jones. He has a charming wife and three children, 
fine boys, the eldest of whom is ten years old. Here again 
Bill wishes to be remembered to his fellow members of the 
Dramatics and any old friends. 

Memories of the old Concert Party came up, when Eddie, 
who has been on the professional stage now for some years said, 
"Do you know, I ha.ve yet to see a better comedian than Bill 
Lester?" I think that those who had the pleasure of knowing 
him would say the same. 

With Camp over and the little summer drawing to its close, 
we shall all too soon begin to think of winter activities
Football, Boxing, Indoor Sports, Con~ert Party and Dran:Jatics. 
Here's hoping you all have a grand tlme; at least you w1l1 get 
a better crack of the whip than you have had at Cricket and 
Tennis this summer. Perhaps you will have some good weather 
for CAMP. Here's hoping. And a suggestion, for what it's 
worth-what about England and the Australians swimming the 
last Test? 
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The East Grinstead Courier gave prominence in their paper 
to the Vets' visit to the Isle of Thorns, and two good p~oto
graphs appeared-one of the famo~s game of ~tump CrIcket, 
with the ugliest crowd of fielders It was possIble to get to
gether, shapeless, toothless and bald, and the other of three 
rather attractive gentlemen in Mr. Wagg, Mr. Wellesley and 
another. I was glad that East Grinstead was. able to rea~ 
about the most wonderful day in each year m the Club s 
history. Long may t~e memo.ry o.f the men who made the 
Club and this day possIble remaIn with us. 

The Stump' Cricket final was a record of ll;1I time, a!1d the 
score more like a football result. The first. sld;e went ln and 
scored one run and their opponents were dismIssed for none, 
so the score was 1-0, which shows the Ancients to be well 
fixed for batsmen. 

A thought to begin our coming season: It is not ease, but 
effort; not facility, but difficulty, which makes men. 

Further Notes by "Evergreen" 
The notes by "Inkubus" about Lord Pakenham calls to my 

mind his days at Oxford when he brought down a team to 
show the Old Boys' first team how to take knocks, and to 
return them with interest; a good hefty shoulder charge mak
ing a somewhat cheeky Manorite 'respect honest play. Gone 
are those days, the changes of years bringing the inevitable 
change of conditions and environment. There are some who 
sigh for the old days, yet l:e who looks backward may ~tumble 
in the present oncs, forgettlllg perhaps that the race ultImate!y 
is for he who looks always to the front. Old men browse In 
the past, dreamily living in possible syccesses and. im~ossible 
failures. Who has not run 100 yards III 9 seconds 111 hiS day
dreams? 

Now for to-day; The Mouse quietly beats the Cat, improv
ing upon his article, especially the tailpiece, each month. The 
London League Championship Shield has returned to the Club, 
and another team of all the talents may come sooner than we 
think. to take the Club football into a higher sphere, maybe 
the Isthmian or the Athenian League, with bigger and better 
"gates." Hopes of winning the Amateur Cup were never bet
ter; a rosy future indeed for the footballers. 

Cricket will soon be relucteantly struggling out and Football 
galloping in. Indeed, this season it is even more difficult to 
define where one game ends and the othcr begins! Basking 
in the warm sunshine is very pleasant for the onlookers, but 
hard labour for the soccer players, whieh calls to mind memories 
of games played in the torrid heat of late August. 

Time marches on; toddlers of those days of long ago are 
now men of responsibilities, happy in their memories of the 
school football games played in the dinner hour, without foot
ball boots or jerseys but with much enthusiasm, making one 
wonder if there is perhaps too much done for the youngsters 
these days, thus killing independent effort. 

(To be continued) 

Tom Jones, in Korea, writes :-Thank you for your wel
come letter, received on July 11. lam very glad to advise 
you that the radio which you so kindly arranged to be sen t 
out arrived to-day. It is a real beauty, and all the boys have 
asked me to write on their behalf to thank you for your mag
nificent gift. It's funny how much the radio brings you 
nearer to home. It is grand to learn how well the Harriers 
did at the Federation Athletics, and of Derek Cox winning 
the championship; wonderful news for Manorites all over the 
world. The third Test Mateh is on as I write this letter, 
and the latest score is Australia 214 for 3, Harvey 102 not out. 
It looks as if the Aussies are going to knock up a huge score, 
but by the time that you get this letter you will all know the 
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result, and whether England has won or lo.st the ash~s perhaps. 
I suppose that the football.er~ arc n,ow Just creepll1g out of 
their spiv suits to start trall1Illg agam. I hope to be home 
to see them playing this season, and I should not be surprised 
if someone puts a whistle in my hand and tells me that I am 
refereeing the Junior B's! There is not much more that I 
can tell you; there is plenty going on out here, but the truce 
seems to be nearer in sight. It seems that the mob I am in 
will be leaving Korea towards the en.d of August and pro
ceeding elsewhere. If all goes aecordll1g to plan I shall be 
flying home about November for my demob; .happy thoughts 
indeed. Again our grateful thanks for the radIO set. 

Stan Simpson writes :-1 was at the White City to watch 
the A.A.A. Championships, and how thrilled I was when Derek 
Cox won the High Jump. I was watching this event most 
intently, almo~t oblivious of everything e,lse, and I sense? a 
wonderful feeling when the Manor won Its first A.A.A. tItle. 
Judging by the noise and cheering that came from one corner 
of the stand when the result was announced there must have 
been many Manor members and supporters present. This 
great success will please manv members now living far away 
from the Club who in their youth perhaps had ambitions that 
one day they might also bring fame to their Club. They will 
know that this spirit still lives, and will realise that the Club 
is still going on stronger than ever. 

Mottle Atldns writes from Ballarat, Australia :-Many thanks 
for your letter. I am so pleased that the boys are doing so 
well and that the Harriers are still winning the odd Federa
tion' event. We have now been out here for just a year, and 
can be said to be getting used to it. About half our time has 
been spent in the bush-and it needs to be seen to be believed. 
Gum trees, Gum trees, and more Gum trees, all over the place, 
wherever the eye can see, thousands and thousands of them 
popping up everywhere and not knowing just what to do with 
themselves. You can travel for hundreds of miles and that 
is all you will see. I suggest that you plant onc of these on 
the Wilderness, and then if any member feels that he would 
like to see Australia you can point to the tree and say, "That's 
it." Then, of course, the Australian is the finest person in the 
world; they are the champions of all the sports, and will soon 
be leading the world at anything. This is, of course, the 
Australian's opinion, and who am I to argue about it? Many 
of the Aussies that I have met have been very nice people 
indeed, but the average can only obviously have been taught 
one thing at school, and that's Australia. This may seem 
strange, but you can take it from me that it does not matter 
what you may be talking about, an Australian did it twenty 
years before anybody else. I am used to it now, but it is still 
a great source of amusement to me. Apart from this, it is a 
vcry fair sort of place to be in. I am still working hard and, 
as you will see, I am up here in the mountains with the gold. 
It is the middle of the winter now, and it is far too "gold" 
for snow. (Sorry, since I have been up here I have got' gold 
on the brain ) We shall be up here for a few more weeks 
and then back to Melbourne. Well, that's the lot for now, 
so cheerio and the best of luck to all sections of the Club for 
the coming season. 

DE ROYBBEN (Holland) SWIMMING ClUB 
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CAMP • • 1953 
The last shout of "Scavengers" has died away for yet 

another year-Camp 1953 is over-all that remains is the 
wealth of happy memories in the minds of all of us who were 
at Camp this summer. The Isle of Thorns disproved the near
legend that it always rains there during Camp week, and indeed 
the sun shone long and gloriously almost every day; and for 
the first time in several years the swimming pool was the most 
popular place of all. 

It is usual for me to begin these notes with a word of 
thanks and a tribute to Mr. A. R. Wagg and all the many 
people at the Isle of Thorns who make. this Cam? pos~ible for 
us. But this year I am sure that I Will be forgIven '1f I put 
first on my list our grateful thanks to dear qld King Sol, who 
did so much for us on this occasion. If there is one thing 
needed above all else in a tented Camp it is that there will be 
lots of sunshine with no rain or cold winds; and how well our 
prayers were answered. Wh~t a wonderful difference it n,ta~es 
to wake early in the mormng and to find the sun shilling 
warmly and inviting us to the full enjoyment of another day 
in the clean-scented air of the Sussex Downs. For the first 
time for many years there was to be seen happy laughing 
groups of campers making their way across the close-cut green 
playing field to the "drink" before breakfast, compared to the 
same scene of other years with grim-faced, raincoated, blue
nosed youngsters trudging slowly and unwillingly along, as 
though they were setting forth to meet their doom! And yet 
even this was perhaps worthwhile in order that we might learn 
to appreciate better the beauty of a perfect English summer 
morning when at last it did come. Over the yea~s th.ere a~e 
few indeed of our members who have not at some tIme III theIr 
lives been to the lslC! of Thorns, but only those who have seen 
it in its full morning glory have ever seen it in its real splen
dour and magnificence. 

morning in Camp-and then it came to us: Where was that 
familiar sound of rain on the canvas of the tents? That dreary 
drip, drip, drip, which had "inspired" the words of the now 
traditional camp song, "Rolling round the Thorns, looking for 
the sunshine that never seems to come our way." As we pulled 
back our tent flaps our incredulous eyes saw a sunli t scene 
which gladdened our hearts, and even made us cheerful at the 
thought of the dip in the "Drink" to come. 

After breakfast there was work to be done but it was no 
~ardship in the warm~h of the sun, and by 'noon there was 
little to do except awart the arrival of the campers. Promptly 
on .til!le the coach arrived, and the old campers were soon 
spnntl.ng across the foo~b~ll field to lay claim to favoured posi
tIOns III the tents. WIthIn a few minutes some of the more 
energetic· were on the padder and teni-quoit courts and others 
were kicking a football about on the lovely turf of'the field. 

After .tea many campe~s set off to explore the surrounding 
~ountryslde, and Henry NICholson caused some alarm by jump
mg a fence and promptly collapsing in agony with, so it seemed, 
a broken back. Henry was in too much pain to walk unaided 
and Pat WilIiamson ran a mile or so over rough ground t~ 
fetch help. A rescue party was soon organised and set out 
from camp complete with a stretcher and visions of sounding 
the "Last Post" over Henrv's body, only to be met a few yards 
from the golf course by a limping Nicholson who refused all 
offers of help,. and. unaided marched back to camp and supper; 
n? do~bt the ImmInence of the latter had had much to do with 
hIS qUick recovery! 

Sing-Song was not notable for the unearthing of new talent 
unless George Jackson singing "I've never been in love before I'; 
could be so described; but everyone seemed to enjoy themselv~s 
a~d eveI!tually went off to 'bed' in high spirits-perhaps too 
hIgh as It turned out, for tents soon began to· go down right 
and left, and one tent which must have been rather less well 
de~ended than the. others even lost its tent pole. However, 
qUiet eventually reIgned, and there are those who claim to 
have gone to sleep before the dawn. 
Sunday, August 2nd. 

The morning ~awned br!Qht and clear, and ~s befitting the 
glory of the day It was deCided to stage the ClaSSIcal Lee/Petti
ph er medley. Whilst the necessary preparations were being 
made half-a-dozen games of stump cricket and rounders were 
fitted in, but eventually the. medley got under way, and soon 
the contestants were streammg across the field and swarming 
across the. 150lf course like an invading army. A departure 
from traditIon was the shower bath for the competitors pro
vided at the first hole of the golf course by one of the ever 
helpful ."qanteen~rs." Henry Nicholson was the first to experi
ence thIS InnOvatIOn, and he nearly upset matters by drinking 
more than his share of the rather muddy water; indeed, Henry 
seemed reluctant to take his head out of the holing out bucket 
whilst gallons of water poured over the back of his neck. The 
winners of the competition were Tent 2, for whom Cotin 
Huggett, Charlie Ross and Ernie Tilley were too agile for their 
opponents. 

,. 
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Dinner-of roast beef, Yorkshire pudding and the trimmings 
-was soon over. It is a source of wonder to the writer why 
some of the campers bothered to sit down to their meals' a 
minute or two and a substantial meal would be demolish~d, 
and then the consumer would be playing a hectic game of 
padder 01' teni-quoits. With dinner over the heats and final 
of the one length handicap were held in the swimming pool. 
The final seemed as big a "carve-up" as the recent "Francasal" 
affair, with George Pettipher romping home by yards. A suc
cessful objection was immediately lodged agaInst the winner, 
on the grounds that he had carried a blown-up inner tube 
under his costume. It must be conceded that appearances 
seemed to lend support to the accusation, since it is undoubtedly 
true that George did look much better in a swimming costume 
last year. At any rate, George Flack was declared the winner 
with Ray Wallis second and Derek Humphreys third. A med~ 
Iey racc was also staged, and Albert"Streaky" Bacon and his 
tent showed their adaptability in crossing the pool by various 
freak and unusual methods in near record time. 

After tea the "Week-enders," complete with the Barrett 
twins and other guest stars, had the temerity to challenge the 
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We .can never try to thank Mr. Wagg enough for letting 
us once again enjoy the delights of Camp at the Isle of ThorJ?s. 
There is something akin to the unreal in the very Camp SIte 
itself-screened by the high trees rustling so gently in the sum
mer breeze, the greens and gold of the leaves, the glcaming 
white of the tents and the marquees, the blue sky above, the 
chatter and laughter of the campers, the music of a pianist in 
the marquee or the gramophone, all adding to make a :picture 
that no artist could ever hope to put to canvas, but which re
mains so vividly in our memories. We mus~ thank Mr. Brooke 
and his staff for doing so much to help us to make the most 
of these wonderful days, and to our Camp cooks for looking 
after us so splendidly. And to Mr. Ronald Shaw-Kennedy for 
giving up so much of his time to come down to take care of 
us and to organise things, to the Canteeners also who all worked 
so hard and so willingly on our behalf from the crack of dawn 
to the last quietness of the summer nigh t, with the stars gli tter
ing' and twinkling like never before, as though they too were 
enjoying this all too brief and wonderful summer. Oh, happy 
Camp of 1953. 
Saturday, August 1st. 

On awakening it seemed that something was missing-some
thing tha t invariably for six years had greeted us on the first 

~"'" It I 
, It i rr~~~--------~~ .................................................................. __ ........................ ____ ~ ____________ ~0 



~' , I 

CHIN-WAG September, 1953 
2 

"Canteeners" to a game of football, but were let off lightly 
to the tune of 6-1. " 

Sing-Song was put on .a diffe~;n~ plane b.r. "Lol Reid's 
more than spirited rendcnng of . HIg~ Noon ,..he was sui~~ 
ably "encouraged" by his partner in cnme, Ray Mad Monk 
Reeve. 
Monday, August 3rd. . 

Another wonderful day with the .sut; at hmes unbearably 
hot. One or two campers were betpnmng t.o wish that they 
had not tried to obtain a suntan qUlte so qUlckly, and blisters 
were here and there in evidence. 

The morning saw the heats and final of the round the 
camp race run off. Jim Perkins had stayed up half the pr~
vious night fiddling the handicap, but his e~orts were all m 
vain, because an outsider, in the shape ~f YIC Co~ley, came 
through the field in the final to beat .Jlm s Harr~ers out of 
sight. Ernie Tilley saved Jim's face .a httle by commg secopd, 
but Ran Smith, another rank outSIder, was close up thIrd. 
Earlier winners of heats had been Gordon Flack, Joe .Cowley, 
Dick Morton and Ted Kanopka. Ted caused somethmg of a 
furore by competing in sp~kes, and the ~a~assed steward~ had 
yet another stormy discussLOn before decldmg to allow him to 
go through to the final. . . 

A very old camper, in the shape of BIll D~ane, dropped. m 
during the morning, complete with a natty pair of. ny~on. sWim
ming trunks, and after being h(;llloured by a~ m;lltatlOn to 
lunch with the "Canteeners," fimshed up by p.inchmg one· of 
their number's portion of plum duff. The welght, bulk, and 
sheer solidity of the double he.lping of <;tuff. served to' each 
camper at dinner seemed to indicate a sWlmml.ng. race' for the 
afternoon. I t was felt that with such b~llast .1llslde them the 
winners would have really earned their pn~es. The r~ce 
decided upon was an inter-tent medley relay, WIth each sectlOn 
of a width to be swum in a different fashion. Tent 4, 
"Streaky" Bacon and company, won, but were chased home 
by Ran Kelner and his mates of Tent 5, followed by th~ "Can
teeners" who as in previous years, wer~ severely handicapped 
by Jim Perkins' inability to swim straight. JIJ? must ~ave 
swum nearly the length of the bath before covermg the .wIdth 
required. Next year .the rest o~ the ':Cat;teeners" are gomg to 
insist that he opens hiS eyes whdst sWlmnung. 

In the evening the "Canteeners" were challenged t? a .game 
of football by the pick of the rest of the Camp, bu~ meVltably 
won by 5 goals against 3, their star undoubtedly bel~g George 
"Nat" Jackson, whose lightning dashes down the middle ~ad 
the opposition complet~ly foxed. Nex~ year George promises 
to do the same thing with the ball at hiS feet. 

The "Week-enders" had now sadly departed for the Wick, 
obviously wishing that they had not booke~, l7P for th,~t other 
place-they will know better next y:ear! ~lllg-Song was a 
much quieter and more orderly affair follOWing the departure 
of Dave Barrett with the "Week-enders," and by its end every
one was ready and willing for bed. 
Tuesday, A.ugust 4th. 

Inter-tent stump cricket occupied the majority of the morn
ing, with Tent 2 the victors; Rex Gray, ~oug Taphn and com
pany beating the boxers, whose stars mcluded the Morton 
twins and Dicky Franklin. Incidentally, the standard of 
umpiring was on a level rarely achieve~ in these Camp com
petitions, although Ran Hill, who offiCiated, may have made 
one slight error of judgment in giving someone not out whose 
off-stump had been knocked back a foot or so. 

Dinner took even less time than usual, since nearly everyone 
was anxious to take advantage of the proposed "free" after
noon to explore the delights of East Grinstead and Forest Row. 
During the afternoon the Camp seemed deserted, but with rain 
threatening the tourists soon began to return, and after tea 
there were enough for a pick-up game of football. It was 
during this game that Ran Hilsdon realised that Mr. Wagg 
was paying us another visit, for, just as he was about to take 
a goal-kick, he found Mr. Wagg's small Corgi examining his 
leg with aggressive intent. The dog was eventually persuaded 
that there was not enough flesh on his victim's. frame for a 
decent bite, and Ran was able to put his mind to the g,ame 
again. 

Wednesday, August 5th. 
Jim Perkins, still smarting from the rout of the Harriers 

in the round the camp race, now produced a "handicap" for the 
inter-tent relay which was calculated to put the Harriers back 
where they thought they belonged. Tent 6-the "tiddlers," not 
one of whom stood more than five feet and a bit standing on 
tip-toe-were the surprise winners of their heat, but unfor
tunately they failed to stay the course in the final and finished 
weJl back. To Jim's mortification the winners were the all
triumphant Boxers, for whom Vic Cowley showed an astonish
ing turn of speed, and running the last leg gave Roy Reeve 
several yards start and a beating. Arising out of th'5 race 
a challenge was thrown out to the Harriers to match their 
champion, Gordon Flack, against Vic in a race of 150 yards. 
The challenge was accepted with alacrity, and rumour has it 
that a flourishing "book" was soon being made by one of Vie's 
supporters. After the runners had been examined by "Doctor" 
Pettipher as a precaution against "nobblingl," they went to the 
post, where they were joined by a late entry in the shape of 
Roy Anthony, which must have rather upset the maker of the 
"book." The contestants were off to a perfect start, and raced 
nearly stride for stride up to the 100 yards mark where, if 
anything, Vic was in front by a couple of feet; however, the 
greater experience of Gordon told its tale, and making his 
effort at just the right moment he gradually nosed in front 
to win by a yard. The maker of the "book" was last seen 
heading in the direction of East Grinstead with half the Camp 
in hot pursuit and making much better time than either the 
winner or loser. 

Dinner saw another and perhaps an even greater challenge 
made and accepted. Roy "M,ad Monk" Reeve accepted a bet 
that he would not eat three dinners at one sitting. In normal 
circumstances this might be a walk over for Roy, but on this 
occasion it seemed a feat beyond even his powers; the main 
course was two-inch thick meat pie and three vegetables, with 
bread puddin~ to follow of a similar thickness. Roy was still 
manfully eating half-an-hour after the others, but although 
visibly flagging after the second round, he finally confounded 
his critics by finishing the last morsel and walking away from 
the table as though such a gastronomic feat was an everyday 
occurrence to him. 

Another Lee/Pettipher football medley occupied the majority 
of the afternoon, and the final between Tents 5 and 1 was an 
exciting affair because, with 5 holding a comfortable lead, 
Don Drew "inadvertently" kicked the ball away in the direc
tion of Haywards Heath, and an onlooker with a sense of fa;r 
play--or perhaps he had his shirt on Tent 5-treated the 
Boxer's ball in a similar fashion, and in a few moments an 
unholy scrimmage had developed with both ballsl being kicked 
in all directions. The course stewards went into a huddle and 
decided on a re-run, despite a protest by one of John Smith's 
henchmen that he had been "got at" the night before and was 
in no condition to run twice in one morning. The re-run, 
this time held under stricter supervision, was a great battle, 
ending with John Smith holding out to win, with his immediate 
opponent breathing down his neck, and at least fifty campers 
yelling advice or otherwise at him. 

Later the "Canteeners" retained their unbeaten record by 
thrashing Tent 1 in a challenge stump cricket match; when 
will these youngsters learn? The star of "Sing-Song" was Dave 
Ward, who was a riot with his own interpretation of a popular 
song; at least, I believe it was a popular song, because Dave's 
method of singing rarely gives the listener any clue to the 
words of the song. 
Thursday, August 6th. 

A trip to Brighton had been arranged for those who wanted 
to sample the attractions of the coast, and by 10.30 a.m. a coach 
load of boys was under way., complete with packed lunches 
and plans to paint thc town red. The lunches were soon 
demolished, but the fate of their plans concerning decorating 
the town is not known, although one or two stories concerning 
the activities of the members of a certain tent, if we were 
allowed to print them, would have a certain news value. 

For the stay-at-homes there was tennis, swimming and the 
like, or, if you felt like it, just a snooze in the tent, although 
most of those who stayed behind seemed to prefer to play 
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some sort of game. By 7 p.m. the trippers had returned and 
were soon us:ng what energy they had left in a pick-Up game 
of football. 

"Sing-Song" was as rousing as ever, with a solo from 
"Brooky" as the spot of the night, although the boys seemed 
more interested in his superb black eye, received, so the story 
goes, in demonstrating the not so easy art of stilt walking. 

Friday, August 7th. 
The sun was in evidence for most of the day, and in the 

absence of Mr. Shaw-Kennedy, who had returned to the City 
for a few hours to keep the financial wheels turning it was 
decided to run a padder competition. As usual th~ Boxers 
were determined to have a go, and John Smith, Vic Cowley 
and the Mortons pl~y.ed surprisingly well in both the singles 
and doubles competitions. The Mortons reached the semi
final of the doubles and Vic a similar stage in the singles. 
Others who did very well were John "Dick" Bat·ton and Pete 
Abley. The ,:"inners of the doubles were that famous pair, 
Reeve and Reld, who defeated the favourites Tony Mills and 
Ron Kelner. Tony, however, later won the singles from Ran. 
Temperament was much in evidence in both finals and when 
at match point in the doubles final Roy unnecess~rily played 
a ball which was going out, "Lo!" turned two somersaults 
and nearly .broke a blood vessel, but fortunately Ray made 
amends durmg the next rally and the championship of the 
"Thorns" was theirs. 

The six lengths swimming race was decided after the padder 
the winner being Stan "Tiger" Ward, who beat "Dick" Barto~ 
by a yard or two, with "Streaky" Bacon close up third. Un
doubtedly the best effort in the race came from Pete Poole 
who started as back marker and made up over a length o~ 
m~ny of the other swimmers. Peter was completely "done" 
after the race and had to be helped from the water, although 
fortunately he soon recovered and later seemed none the worse 
for wear. Of the "Canteeners," the two George's, Pettipher 
and Jackson, performed very well to finish twentieth and 
twenty-firs~ respe~tivel'y-not bad going in a field of twenty
two! Cynl Jenkms did not show up so well and may still be 
swimming for all we know. ' 

The evening saw the inter-tent singing competition and yes 
~he Boxers pulled C?ff another victory, beating Tents' 6 and 5 
mto. secon~ and third places. Perhaps the standard was not 
so hlg1h as m other years, but no dC?ubt this was due in part to 
th.e smaller number of campers taking part. For sheer origin
a~lty Tent 4 took the biscuit, with Ray Reeve as an "old 
tyme" music hall chairman, assisted by his tent mates singing 
and dress.ed in ~n "old-f~shioned" way. For the occasion Ray 
sporte~ sld~ whiskers which for the first time during the week 
gave hiS hatr ~tyle some semblance of normality. For the win
ners J<;>hn Smlth .gave a good performance as Frankie Laine, 
and. VIC Cowley lI~p.e~sonated Johnny "Cry" Ray with great 
reahsm-or so the lllltiated say! Unfortunately the music for 
the "Cantee?ers' " song was late in arriving, but despite this 
severe handICaI? they did enough, so many impartial judges 
thought, to gam the premier. award, bt;t in the event they 
we~e placed fourth. If genume fault IS to be found with 
their performance perhaps the noticeable lack of voice and 
bad timing .of Ran Hildsdon and George Pettipher was the 
cause of their defeat. Now we know the nature of the handi
cap under which the Concert Party labours! 

Saturday, August 8th. 
. Mr. Ke~nedy had now returned, and to mark the occasion 
It. was declde~ to stage the great inter-tent golf competition, 
With the handicaps worked out by the infamous Lee/Pettipher 
combination. It is doubtful whether people who have not 
been to .Camp at. t~e Isle of Thorns can visualise the scene 
when thiS competition really got going. At a given signal 
the seven members of a tent armed-and armed is the right 
~ord-swarmed from hole to hole viciously hacking and slash
mg ~t the undergrowth and at everything in their path and 
occa~LOnal.ly emitti~g w~ird and triumphant shouts as ; ball 
wa~ feroclOusly dnver; lllto a hole. As one team completed 
a ~lOle,. another. too~ Its place, and eventually, with golf balls 
fiYll1g m aJl dIrectlOns, the COllrse resembled nothing more 

that ~ war-time battle course, with chaos and destruction in 
t~le air. The strange thing about it all is that to date fatali
tIes have been nor;-cxistent, and injuries comparatively rare. 
Ron Kelner and hiS fellow occupants of Tent 5 emerged un
scathed from the fray, and after claiming a fantastically low 
score,. were declared. the winners. In previous years we have 
expenenced some slight trouble from outsiders in particular 
from the "Golfing Parson,:' but this year obvi~usly his nerve 
had been broken, and neither he nor any of his friends so, 
much as put a foot near the course during the competition. 

The afternoon was devoted t.o a treasure hunt, won by 
Tent 4, and reported elsewhere In the magazine, and it may 
he the~efore sufficient to say that the hunt was grand fUll, with 
the objects to, be found rang-ing from an aitch bone to a lady's 
garter. I know that the inhabitants of Chelwood Gate will 
remember the afternoon for many a day to come. 

Saturday nipht, of course, is always all-star night, and this 
was no exceptIOn. Perhaps the success of the evening was the 
perfor?1ance of "Easter Parade" by the members of Tent 6, 
led With verv~ and gusto by Arthur "Chicken" Berrv, whose 
five foot nothmg stars backed him up very well. "Chicken" 
has. been to Camp so often that he is now almost a Camp Insti
tutIOn. Our ~ues;,s again included the "Duke and Duchess 
of C~~lwood Gate, and other prominent members of the local 
"noblhty." 
Sunday,August 9th. 

The last morn.ing ~n Camp, the last swim, the last game 
of padder or tem-quOlts for everyone, and then the arrival of 
the coach, ~nd good-byes were being waved to lucky members 
of the eleanng-up party, who had another day still to come 
The "Isle of T~orns" suddenly seemee! a quieter and someho~ 
larger .~lace w.lth even the golf course a scene of peace and 
tranqUlhty until August Bank Holiday, 1954. 

"SCRInE." 

Sir EDWARD GOLDIE HOWARTH. K.B.E., C.B. 
1879-1953 

Soon aft~r the 1~14-18 war was over, Edward Howarth 
c~me to us In the ,:\,Ick. He had seen mueh service in France 
With t~e Oxfordshire Yeomanry and quickly fitted into our 
Club hfe. He was not without experience of the East End
from 1904 .to 1997 he had been head of the Trinity College 
Settlement In Plalstow, and did good work there. 

We soon ~ook him to our hearts. Whenever there was a job 
to be done III th~ Club ~r at Cuckoo Weir there would he be 
found. Lack of lUches did not deter him from the rough and 
tU!ll.ble of our. Camp games, and he entered fully into the 
SP11'lt of. th~ Wllde.st pranks. His unbounded enthusiasm and 
energ,Y lllsplred hiS foundation of the Musical Society. He 
recrUlted, c<;>axed and. conver.ted our very raw material within 
a fe",: years Into a S?clety winch staged admirable performances 
of Gll~ert and Su!hvan operas, and which also achieved suc
cesses In. mo:e sepous work. To attain this objective he was 
unwearYlng m hiS endeavour to provide us with the best of 
prodl!cers, teachers and conductors, and only the outbreak of 
~ar. In 1939 brought to an end an activity of which he was 
JustIfiably proud a~d which had given so much happiness alike 
to players and audiences. 

The ye.ar 1939 brought this great friend of ours a well
eat't;ted km~ht~ood, and in addition perhaps the greatest oppor
tun~ty of hiS hfe in the inauguration by the Government of the 
N~tLOnal Cal!lps Corporation, of which he was made Managing 
Dlrec~or. . SIr Edward scoured the whole country to select 
beautiful sites for some 30 ~amps, all permanent structures of 
cedar, and through the medIUm of these Camp schools his great 
love. of England's green and pleasant land was devoted to the 
servICe of the thousands. of children who came to them f 
the congested towns, during the war as evacuees and late~o: 
t~ose who needed the benefits of all that such a community 
hfe could cO~lfer upon the.m in pleasant surroundings. In this 
great enterprise he. was aSSisted, not only by his fellow Directors, 
but by the ch~rmlI!-g lady who became his wife in 1947, who 
fully shared With him every aspect of the vast amount of work 
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involved all its triumphs and setbacks, for the rest o~ his life. 
This val~able work for children in the camp schools WIll go on. 

Everything that could be done for the welfar~ of youth a~d 
to instil in them a love for the country and Its way of bfe 
Sir Edward did not only through the medium of his .beloved 
camps but by ~eans of Young Farmers' Clubs, bot.h m West 
Sussex and nationally. These were the outstandmg causes 
which he espoused for helpini\" and guiding the young.; there 
were others. Even during his last illness Sir Edw::rd's mterest 
in this work remained vital. He was always asklIlg news of 
the Club, too, and his frequent greeting to the writer was, 
"Are you in good heart?" 

We shall never know all the story of what this wise and 
gifted man did for Eton Manor: ~e gave of his .servic~s gen
erously and never spared himself m any cause 1Il. which. he 
enlisted. In this there is a lesson for us all, and ~n offenng 
our heartfelt sympathy to Lady Howarth an.d to hiS 1;>rothe;, 
Mr. WaIter Howarth, we should do well 1D emulatlIlg Sir 
Edward's high example. 

A.W.P. 

FOOTBALL 
OLD BOYS 

. At the time of writing these notes the firs.t ~eam have played 
two matches, losing the first game to Rmshp Manor, away, 
by 1-3, and winning the second game at home to ':Vest Thur
rock by 2-0. In both games the team played Wlth greater 
confidence than was apparent in many games last season. 

The benefit of Alf Ramsey's wise coaching becomes mo~e 
noticeable in the first team each game that they play, and hiS 
tactical talks on Thursday evenings are looked forward to as 
much by the players as the games they play on Saturdays. For 
the first few weeks of the season the talks are being confined 
to the members of the first team and are about the first team, 
but any other player is quite welcome to come along and 
listen to the discussion, as indeed many do. . Very soon we 
shall have similar meetings for the remaining teams, when the 
various problems and the policy on the field of play will be 
under review. This was tried last season, but was not com
pletely successful because there is no- point in discussing policy 
with a particular team if only half of them are present. Any 
member who is really keen on improving his football and his 
game generally should attend these· Thursday evening discus
sions. In having Alf Ramsey as our Coach and Adviser we 
have something which most other Amateur Clubs would give 
much to possess-the benefit of one of the greatest tacticians 
and football brains in the game to-day; it is up to every player 
in the Club to take advantage of our good fortune. 

Training nights on Tuesdays and Thursdays are being better 
attended than ever, and as the season gets on it is essential 
that this early keenness and enthusiasm is maintained right 
through to the end of the season. Once again we have a very 
fair share of home cup ties, and as always we look to our 
members for their full support, vocal and financiaL The copy 
of the Football Club Balance Sheet for last season will give 
members a very good indication of how much it costs to pro
vide good class football in the course of a season. We can 
only continue to do this urovided that we have the backing 
and support of the members for our home games. You can 
meet your old friends, chat about old times and the present 

days, m pleasant surroundings under cover at Temple Mills 
for ninepence. Marvellous value really, and for only ten 
shillings you can have a season ticket for all home games, other 
than cup ties, autographed by "Goosey." May we expect you 
at our next home game? We will do our begt to ensure that 
you have a pleasant afternoon. 

"HOPEFUL." 

CRICKET 
OLD BOYS 

Since last month the 1st XI have met with three defeats; 
against R.A.F. at the Warren Farm we were soundly thrashed 
to the extent of 107 runs. After having four of the R.A.F. 
wickets down for nine runs they recovered and went on to 
make the respectable score of 200. The Club started well, 
Shears and Snelling adding 31 runs for the first wicket, but 
with the dismissal of Shears the rot set in and wickets fell 
regularly, and we could bnly amass 93 runs, of which Snelling 
made an invaluable 40. 

The second defeat was against our old rivals Leavesden 
Mental Hospital. Owing to holidays and the long journey 
we were unable to field our strongest XI. Leavesden batted 
first and made the respectable score of 154 for seven wickets 
declared, leaving the Club 102 minutes to make the runs. Once 
again our batting failed and we were skittled out for 94. 

Against Northwood Hills we narrowly lost by 33 runs, and 
this is perhaps the most exciting finish we have had this season. 
A pat on the back must go to Peter Pulham and Pat Ditton, 
who very nearly saved the day. 

So far the news has been gloomy, but I think that the 
supreme effort of Bob Shears, who has to date made 1,126 
runs, will cheer all the Club's cricket followers. To make 
1,000 runs in a season calls for patience. and consistency. Bob 
has shown us plenty of this, for he has always hit the loose 
ball hard and his runs have been made at a high rate of scor
ing. His 141 not out v. L.M.S. was made in 133 minutes, and 
for the records it was only a few short of Pat Dillon's post-war 
record of 145. Talking of records, it is interesting to note that 
Rodney Brackenborough and Bob Shears broke the existing 
fourth wicket partnership when they added 182 runs against 
North Middlesex. These runs were made at a terrific rate 
of scoring; in fact, the 182 runs were made in 86 minutes. 

During the next few weeks Arthur Hayes will be spending a 
lot of time polishing the new ball; he requires another 18 
wickets to complete his 100 wickets for the season. We have 
another six matches to . play, so let us hope the weather will 
stay fine and that the slip fielders will hold their catches. 

The best win of the season was recorded against a strong 
Lord's Nippers XI, which included two Middlesex 2nd XI 
players. The Club batted first and after an opening partner
ship of 114 went on to make 262 for nine wickets declared. 
The "Nippers" started well, but Rodney Brackenborough soon 
altered the picture, and they were dismissed for only 126 runs. 
"Braclc" bowled very well and finished with the proud analy
sis of 5 wickets for 38 runs. 

W.L.F.B. 

1ST XI RESULTS 

93 v. R.A.F. (Warren Farm), 200 (Hayes 6 for 58). 
94 v. Leavesden M.H., 154--7 dec. 
262-9 dec. (R. Shears 132) v. Lords Nippers, 126 (Bracken-

borough 5 for 38). 
119 v. Northwood Hills, 1512 (Milne 5 for 37). 
58-4 v. Times, 57 (Shears 4 for 6, Candice 3 for 1). 
242-6 dec. (Brackenborough 92, Shears 75) v. North Middle

sex, 148-5. 
148-5 dec. (Shears 54) v. Highams Park, 130-9. 
196-9 dec. (Shears 141 not out) v. L.M.S.,62 (I-Iayes 4 for 8, 

Shears 3 for 7). 
34-1 v. Upper Clapton, 139 (Seward 4 for 16); rain stopped 

play. ) 
I 
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SENIORS 

August - the month when most of our best fixtures are 
arranged-lived up to its reputation as being one of the wet
test months of the year, and several matches suffered in con
sequence. Perhaps the biggest disappointment of all was the 
almost complete "wash out" of our attractive fixture with 
Hampshire Colts on the County Ground at SouthamptoIl. 
Heavy rain in the night had left the pitch like a bog; it was a 
miracle indeed that the groundsman ever allowed us to play 
at all, even after IUIlch. Perhaps he was influenced by the 
fact that some of us had got up in the middle oIf the night in 
order to be at Waterloo by 8 a.m. on the morn;ng of the 
match, or it may have been the persuasion of Chief Coach 
Arthur Halt, of Hampshire C.C., which did the trick. Con
ditions for play were impossible, but a start was made, and 
with the ball skidding through or standing straight up our 
batsmen could do little or nothing against the keen Hampshire 
bowling and were skittled out for an inglorious 33. The 
Hampshire batsmen found run getting almost as difficult when 
it was their turn to bat on the mud, two streaky singles coming 
in four avers, at which total the heavens opened and sent every
body streaking for cover. Everybody, that is, except Dave 
Barrett; he just has to be different. When last seen he was 
skulking behind the far side scoreboard getting wetter and 
wetter with every minute. When at last the rain ceased the 
ground resembled Victoria Park Boating Lake, and that was 
the end of that as far as cricket was concerned. And so to 
tea and an early train back to LOJlldon, a journey not entirely 
without incident, with "Wullie" Willson leading the whole 
compartment in the singing of Scottish airs and ballads, and 
ending with "Leggie" Lamb going tail, over end over a pile 
of luggage at Waterloo Station, so intent was he on the 
whereabouts of a certain Wren who had been a fellow pas
senger on the train, and whom Whiffen, the incorrigible, had 
asked what it was like being in the Waafs? He still does not 
know that there is a difference! 

For the records it is good to report that for the first time 
in many, many years the Seniors put it across Wanstead in no 
uncertain manner, having them all out for the lowest of the 
season-15 runs, Willson being in his most devastating mood 
with 4 wickets for 3 runs. The Seniors knocked up 156 for 7 
in reply, and dismissed Wanstead again for 80 in their second 
knock. Garrett was in good form with a hefty clout of 61 for 
the seniors. 

The weather spoilt two attempts at a decision in the cup 
game with Fairbairn, and we now go through to the semi-final. 

The Essex Young Amateurs game provided one of the most 
interesting and exciting games of the season. Here again rain 
delayed the start until after lunch, and the limitations of the 
Seniors' batting on a wet wicket were again soon apparent 
with the side being dismissed for 63, against some good bowling 
by Knight and Kelham for Essex. Birch and Mould alone 
stayed for any length of time, but with their departure wickets 
fell with disappointing regularity. Essex found the task of 
getting the necessary runs for victory no easy matter, with 
Willson slinging them down at a great pace, well supported 
by Stalley and Morgan. There was a period indeed when it 
looked as if they were going to be beaten with the score at 
42 for 7, but then a 20-run stand between Knight and Hughes 
saved the situation, with a little luck and poorish fielding by 
the Seniors thrown in for good measure. If either Kelner or 
Stalley had held the two sharp chances offered during this 
stand it might have been curtains for our visitors. Willson 
came back, but just a little too late to save the game, taking 
3 wickets for 1 run and ending the innings with the total at 
71. The Seniors' bowling has been very good all through the 
season, but the fielding and batting, with the exception of 
Garrett and Birch, has been very patchy indeed; there were 
times when Barrett A. and Mould looked as if they would 
provide the necessary support, but too frequently they fell down 
when runs were most needed. Still, there is always another 
year. As long as the keenness lasts there is room for improve
ment and concehtration; it is this latter attribute which is the 
yardstick which determines the good or indifferent batsman. 
If you don't believe me, ask Bob Shears, who has been in ter-

rific form for the Old Boys this season. At 17 years of age 
Bob was a very fair fast bowler, but his batting was poor 
because he just could not concentrate on sorting out the good 
ones from the bad. Having remedied this only fault he went 
0l! to become a batsman up to the best in top class Club 
encket by perseverance, p~actice, and concentration, particu
larly the latter; and there IS no earthly reason why any of the 
Se;t:ors should not. do equally well. They have the natural 
ability, the rest Will come easily enough provided that they 
are not too "big" to learn the lesson. 

E.A.W. 

HARRIERS' NOTES 
During the past month we have had three "B" team matches 

and one "A" team contest. The former proved most enjoy
~ble and was well contested, but the latter, which is reported 
m full elsewhere, ~as marred by absentee-ism. We won against 
Hornchureh Harners and drew with London Fire Brigade, and 
lost on the last event, an 8 x 220 yards Relay against Ching
ford. Highlights were: Peter Hodges showed 10.5 for 100 
yards and 22.5 for the 220 yards; Nat Fisher 2 mins. 9.5 secs. 
for. 880 yards and 4 mins. 40.8 secs. for the mile. Against 
Chmgford Pat Beard was 3rd in the 100 yards and won the 
220 yards in a style which stamped him as a future champion 
providing he is consistent in his training. Ron Skelsey made 
a .welcome ;return to the fold, recording 4 mins. 52 secs. for 
third. place m. the mile, while Roy Hayes, who seems to fill the 
gap III anythmg from 100 yards to a mile, showed 5 mins. 
4 secs. for 4th place against the Fire Brigade: 

. O~r last two handicaps were rUll on August 11th, Bill Law 
wmmng ,the 229 yards and Tony May showing something of his 
last ye.ar s runnmg won the 880 yards by a narrow margin from 
Nat .Flsher, both returning a time equivalent to approximately 
2 mms. 5 secs. fol' the full distance. 

On August 22nd three of our boys represented Middlesex 
and on~ Essex, in an Inter-County match at Broomfield Park: 
Alan BlggS re~orded his best eomp.etitive vault to date, gaining 
second place 1Il the Pole Vault WIth 10 feet. Brian Cole was 
3rd in the 880 yards in 2 m;ns. 3 secs. Chips Williamson was 
5th in the mile in 4 mins. 39 secs. Ted Yeend, however, h'l.d 
a bad day and was placed 5th with 5 ft. 4 ins. in the High 
Jump. 

Our championships completed found new holders. All events 
were well supported, and those gaining honours had no easy 
task. 
100 Yards-1st, D. R. Cox; 2nd, D. Hart; 3rd, R. Jones. 

10.2 secs. 
Mile-1st, B. Cole, 4 mins. 37.6 secs.; 2nd, Geo. Smith 4 mins. 

40 secs.; 3rd, N. Fisher, 4 mins. 45 secs. ' 
440 Yards~lst, D. Hart; 2nd, G. Smith; 3rd, B. Cole. 

53.4 secs. 
Long Jump-1st, C. Daniels, 19 ft. 4i ins.' 2nd, D. Hart, 

18 ft. 9 ins.; 3rd, D. Oliver, 18 ft. 4 ins. ' 
Now the season is almost at a close it might be well to take 

stock. It has without a doubt been quite a successful season. 
On the credit side we have our first-ever A.A.A. Champion 
our S?uth~rn Junior win. by Brian .Cole,. and our best repre~ 
sen.tatIOn.l;t A.A.A. JUl1lor ChampIOnships, Ted Yeend and 
Chips Wllhamson carrying our colours along with Brian. 

Alan Biggs, second in the Middlesex County and the 
Southern in the Pole Vault has established us in yet another 
new branch of athletics, whilst George Littlemore has re
corded over 100 feet with the Junior Hammer. 

We have been well served by many of our old hands
Ge.orge Smith, Bill Jet;ner, Ben Gatward, Doug. Hart, Dan 
Oliver .and .others. Blll w~>n the. Lonclon Electricity Board 
Ch~mplOnshlp by a street 111 4 IInns. 50 secs. for the mile, 
whilst the others, although not hitting the highlights of last 
season, have in no way been disgraced. On the debit side 
ir-consistency has been very prevalent; more so in our Juniors: 
W~ have amongst the lads talent surpassing, collectively, any
thlllg we have known for a number of years. In our sprints 

____ -------~--J-====-===-==--=~===--------=-=========_c__ 
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we could have fielded a 4 x 110 yards team which could have 
taken on any team in the country, but after their unfortunate 
mishap at the beginning of the season, interest .waned. Much 
the same can be said for our 440, 880 and mllers, who have 
been virtually missing since the Fed. These are the boys who 
in a year or two will, we hope, take the place of our stars 
of to-day; but there must bc consistency and team work, and 
it is hoped that a lead will be taken from Ted Konopka and 
Terry Newman, two of our most consistent ~enior boys, and 
this will be shown with the opening of the wmter season. 

For those boys not engaged in Soccer or Rugby our winter 
quarters at Chingford will be open every Saturday ~rom Octo
ber 3rd onwards. Whilst running from the Club wIll be ev~ry 
Tuesday (NOT WEDNESDAY as in the past), commencmg 
Tuesday, September ~9th. Spri!1t and. t!ack me!1 will ~e und~r 
the care of Len Kerndge, and m addItIOn specIal s~ssIOns wJlI 
be arranged on the track as soon as we have some Idea of the 
numbers participating. 
REMEMBER THESE DATES: 

Harriers A.G.M., Tuesday, September 29th. 
Harriers Opening Run, Saturday, October 3rd. 
Harriers Dance, Saturday, October 3rd. 

L.H.G. 

For our final home match of the season we had one of our 
toughest assignments in entertaining Woodford Green A.C. and 
local rivals Victoria Park Harriers. Unfortunately we were 
weakened by the absence of several recognised performers, but 
in spite of this managed to field a full team in every event 
except the Shot Putt, where "Teach" Perkins came out of 
retirement to finish second to Gerald Carr (W.G.), one of the 
brightest field events prospects in England. The major plac
ings in the sprints were shared by the opposition, Woodford 
gaining the first two in both the Senior 100 yards and 220 
yards whilst the "Park" won the Youth and Junior hundreds. 
In the 880 yards our chief representative, George Smith, as 
usual, tried all the way but found Millward (V.P.H.), who had 
set up an early lead, too strong for him. Winner's time, 
2 mins. 1.2 secs. 
. Undoubtedly the race of the evening was the Youth Mile. Nat 
Fisher had stayed very close to the Woodford Green boy for the 
first three laps, and at the bell forced his way to the front. 
Hhwever, his opponent still had plenty left and soon relieved 
Fisher of the lead. Not to be outdone, Nat put in a lot of 
work in the final stages and ran in the winner in 4 mins. 
37.2 secs., an excellent time for a lad not yet seventeen. This 
was Nat's first experience of a tight finish, and he learned a lot 
from it. 

Doug Hart came through well in the "quarter," could not 
hold the pace over the last thirty yards, and finished third to 
the two V.P.H. runners. Doug had already gained first-place 
points for us in the High Jump, an event which set the judges 
a poser, in that the first ·five all cleared 5 ft. 4 ins. 

Almost from the gun it seemed safe to say that Ken Rouse 
(V.P.H.) wa~ going to win the Mile. He duly obliged in 4 mins. 
26 secs., WIth our runners well behind. Ted Konopka and 
Tony May were so keen to beat each other in the Junior 
"Half" that the "Park" boy surprised them both in the back 
straight and went on to win in 2 mim. 5.6 secs., with Ted 
2.2 secs. down and Tony in close attendance. Both of the 
relays went to Woodford. In the first leg of the Senior we 
saw a fine piece of "quarter-milirig" when Shepherd (W;G.) 
ducked under 50 secs., after having finished second to his 
clubmate in both sprints. 

The final r~sult :-lst, Woodford Green, 100 points; 2nd, 
V.P.H., 94 P0111ts; 3rd, Eton Manor, 68 points. 

R.K.H. 

An Appreciation 
We h!l;ve ~ecome .used to the slick, efficient organisation of 

the HarrIers In puttlllg on their various meetings and h 
because of tl . t k . , per aps 

, llS. we a e It more or less for granted that 11 '11 
go well. On the occasion of the recent Hackney B~ro:~h 

Sports Meeting held at the Wilderness, the organisation and 
skill of the officials was put to its greatest test. Torrential rain 
halfway through the meeting left the track looking rather like 
the River Lee in full spate I Nobody would have been the 
least surprised if the officials had made an immediate decision 
to abandon the rest of the programme. Not a bit of it; with 
pails, brooms, and buckets, officials, competitors, illld even 
spectators with trousers rolled up to· the knee lent a hand, and 
within an hour the meeting continued and was completed. 
That these efforts were appreciated is apparent from the fol
lowing letter received from the Town Hall recently: -"1 was 
most impressed with the organisation of the Athletic Meuting 
at the Eton Manor Sports Ground on Saturday last, and would 
like to express my thanks for the efficient manner in which the 
programme was completed so successfully under such trying 
conditions. The control displayed was really excellent, and it 
was inspiring to witness the discipline and adaptability of the 
officials and athletes on this occasion with such a heavy handi
cap. Please accept my heartiest congratulations on a very fine 
achievement; it was indeed an example of sports organisation 
at its highest level. Yours sincerely, 

Reginald Day, Mayor." 

Saturday, October 3rd 

THE HARRIERS 
Present their 

Annual DANCE at the Club 

Dancing to CHRIS. SLEMMINGS 

ADMISSION 3/-

TABLE TENNIS 
This is the time when all who are keen on Table Tennis 

should be practising like fury in readiness for the season 
which in our case opens on Monday, October 5th, with the East 
London League programme. I received no applications from 
would-be helpers to run a team, and so the number of teams 
running this year will be six. In all fairness to Mick Doody I 
ought to say that he did volunteer to take charge of a tea~ 
but since this. is his first season in competitive table tennis i 
thought that It would be too much for him. The teams and 
their respective managers are as follows:-

"A" team, playing in Division 1: Captain and Manager 
Bob McCree. Mac, incidentally, is not due to come out of th~ 
Forces until November, so all credit to him for a grand job. 

"B" team are in Division 2b. 1 will be running this team 
and we are hoping to gain promotion. ' 

"C" team are in Division 2a, with Roy Banyard as Captain 
and Manag.er; we are glad to welcome back Roy. In this team 
we are hopmg for big things from Dave Birch. 

"D" team are in the same Division as "B." Why I do not 
know; maybe th~ League officials have good reason' for doing 
so. The Captalll and Manager is the ever-reliable Harry 
Spraggs. 

. "E" team a.re in Division 3, with Ron Thomas as the man 
!n charge lookIng after the promising youngsters, Doody, Wilm
mgton, and Spargo. Somehow I think that this team is going 
to do well; they are very lucky to have Ron in charge of them. 
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,"F" are also in Division 3, with Bob Shears as the man in 
charge of the ericketing stars. The great thing about this team 
is that they give me absolutely no trouble at all. 

We have re-entered the London League and also the Leyton 
Council of Youth League, but owing to our unfortunate pre
vious experience we have not entered the Hackney League. 
Now for a little news in general. At least eight of our members 
won table tennis championships at the various Holiday Camps 
that they attended. (So what? So did Ran Hill and Ron 
Hilsdon !-Ed.) 

Having been asking for volunteers to manage a team for the 
last two or three months and receiving no offers, 1 have just 
heard from two members who say that they would not mind. 
How irritating this is; they are just about six weeks too late 
for me to do anything about it. 

Dennis Poulter is now out of the Forces, and Les Hall comes 
out in October; they will add strength to the section when they 
get into training. When the lists of the teams go up on the 
board, please don't start grumbling about the constitution. It 
isn't all that easy, for the following reasons: (a) I have only a 
few chaps to help run the teams; (b) there are certain indi
viduals who no team manager particularly wants in his team; 
(c) there are certain individuals who dislike playing with a 
certain team manager; (d) there are some who are not suffi
ciently good enough standard for the teams; (e) teams have to 
be balanced according to the strength of the Division they are 
playing in. 

Apart from these examples given, the job of the Table Tennis 
Hon. Secretary is not too difficult. If there is anyone who 
would like to relieve me of the job 1 would be grateful if they 
would get in touch with me as soon as possible. 

Once again I have sent for a supply of entry forms for the 
Daily Mirror Tournament, and these will be available in the 
pavilion at the Wilderness in due course. 

World Championships. During the early part of the season 
we will be running a singles handicap (1/- entrance fee) as 
our means of raising funds for the 1953-4 World Champion
ships. We are hoping for a big entry for this;. all players 
should enter. A Committee will be appointed to deal with the 
handicapping and their task will be to give all players a fair 
chance of winning the first prize of a handsome plaque. 

Boys' Club Championships. Last season's finals will take 
place on the Wilderness during September as a prelude to the 
opening of the season. Lastly, but just as important, all players 
must wear slippers when playing at the Wilderness. The room 
must be kept clean and tidy; there is always a broom handy, 
and please take the cups and other receptacles back to the bar 
before you leave. It only takes a few minutes to do these 
things, and then everyone is happy. Practise Now. 

STAN JOHN SON. 

Saturday, October 17th 
Commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

Inter-Club Boxing Match 
at THE CLUB 

ETON MANOR BRIGHTON CLUB 

and FAIRBAIRN 

POPULAR ADMISSION PRICES 

----------------------~--------------------------------~-.~ 
The month of August has occasionally been compared with 

a swinging door; someone goes out and someone comes in. This 
month is certainly like that. If you want anybody they are 
sure to be at home. getting ready t~ go on holiday, on holiday, 
or at home recovermg from the hohday. Then eventually they 
show up at the baths (before their sun-tan wears off) and we 
hear the tall yarns. Sixty lengths in an open-air salt water 
p.ool b~!ore breakfast every morning; or the one about the 
flver: I used to walk down the towpath about a mile and 
then swim back against the current. I thought that would do 
me more good than swimming with the current." But the best 
ones come from the holiday camps: "1 went in for the 100 
yards, came second though. The bloke who won it was an Army 
geezer-Area Command Champion or something; beat me by 
two seconds. Of course, I'd been out the night before." With 
such an air of innocence, too. You've probably heard the other 
o~e from Butlin's: "They had a polo match; asked me to play. 
Dldn t :wan~ to really; only. scored five goals; can't get used 
to playmg m open water WIth the sun in my eyes!" What 
sun!! ! 

What 1 would like to know is what happens to these "against 
the current," "second place," "six-goal men" when they dive 
into Hackney or Bethnal Green Baths, or any other home bath 
come to that? So far this summer the tail has been wagging 
the dog; the schoolboys have done better than any of the other 
sectio~s, and when it comes to work they are still on top. The 
majonty of them do at least twenty lengths, and some do more, 
every time they come to the Baths; and if they give any back 
chat they do another ten just for luck; and when the Coach 
is talking to them they listen, all of them. Of course a few 
" I' d hI" ' c lpS roun t e earo e were necessary at first, but they caught 
on pretty quickly. Should we extend this practice to the other 
Club members? If yours truly can rely on a bodyguard of a 
couple of husky Boxers it might be worth trying! 

The Otters were knocked out of the National Championships 
by Plaistow at the beginning of the month and the sorry tale 
continues through the month to the De 'Roybben (Holland) 
match at the end of August. The water polo fixture list looks 
fairly slack for the next few weeks, so there should be a good 
opportunity for the players to get together at the Baths on 
Friday nights for some really serious inquests (and before I 
forget, THE BATI:IS WILL Bp CLOSED- on Friday, October 
2nd), and a few tnal games WIth an occasional "stop play and 
try that one again," so that everyone can see. what shouldn't 
be done. And while we are on the subject of what shouldn't 
be done, there's the question of time. At the moment the 
Baths ar~ open at eight o'clock, so why not try and get there 
at that tIme or as soon afterwards as possible? Then a trial 
or. event won't ~ave t,o be held up while a latecomer gets 
stnpped off, and It won t have to be cut short because it started 
late: ~re you still with me? Well, then, try and get there 
ear her 111 future. 

The g~la featuring the Dutch water polo team was marred 
from bemg a complete success by pouring rain which no doubt 
kept quite a. few er~twhile spectators away,' otherwise every
~hlllg went WIth a SW111g. The racing was fast and furious and 
If t~e volume of, cheering is any criterion it was extremely' weU 
re~elVed. As I ve already mentloned, our polo team didn't 
sh1l1e, althoug~ there was a faint glimmer now a.nd again; 
and, to be qUIte truthful, there were moments when things 
looked quite hopeful; but oh, so few! ! ! 
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The onl event won by the Otters was the Schoolboys 4 :xi 1 
Medley Ti'am Race. Despite the wo~ries,.headaches and heart
aches attached to this gala, it's quite hkely ~hat t!:ii ~:t~~ 
will be having another gala next year, but tHere Si t I 
extra item of expenditure--a toupee for our on. ecre ary. 

THE WATER RAT. 

TIT .. BIT~ 
The 1953 Boys' Club Camp will go d.ownbt fe~~~;: Ol~ 

~~t!reorfif~~es~a~;e~snta~ i~~ :~~t OfWl~a s;m~er's we~ther 
for their short stay under canvas. . 

The honour of staging the A.B.A.'s experimental boxmg con
tests with the n~w rubbdercfllobor foes rtds Etosnev~~ro:~nia~o 6{~b 
vide the hall, rmg al! u s ewa . 
boxers will also be takmg part. 

Autumn is in a sense the springtiII!e for Clu!;> life. The Club 
house, a very quiet and pea.ceful b~.llldmg dUrIng the ew su~~ 
mer months, springs int? hfe .durmg SeI?thm:erd add ~Yh \f
end of the month is a luve of mdustry Wit un re s. 0 a h 
naked youngsters tearing ro~nd t~e stree.ts, or ko1klng eab other's blocks off in the boxmg rIng, w~~lst the oys ~ 
the dozen are busy chasing them, wntmg new names an 
addresses in new registers. . 

Most recent batch of Club boys .to enter ~.M.F .. contamed 
uitc a number of very keen Manorltes. Colin Damel, currel;'lt 

Pederation long jump champion (over 20 feet), P.T. captam 
and senior goalkeeper, joins the R.A.F. at the same ca:np po~ 
the same day as Committee member and H~use captam a 
Cap~rn. The batch also includes cricket captam Roger Glover, 
Laurie Brinton, Brian Low and Ken Knowles. 

Each year more and more vacant Satur~ays are. taken up by 
the different sections. Our Saturday bookm.gs durmg the com
ing winter season will include Dances, Dmner and Dances, 
Boxing Tournaments, Socials, House Parti~s and Co~certs. In 
fact there will be very few Saturdays durmg the wmter when 
the~e is nothing at all going on at the Club. 

"ONLOOKER." 

Boys' Club Programme of Activities 
During the past few years certain sections have increased 

their numbers at such a rate that it is no longer p~)Ssible for 
two major activities to take place o~ th~ same evem,ng at the 
Club at least not without a congestlOn m the changmg rooms 
and baths. The new programme is a very ~icely balanced one, 
with something or other .going on all the. time. Further:n.o:-e, 
it now gives boys a chance to take part 111 as many actIvities 
as they wish. It often happ~ned befo.re. that .a footballer .c<~uld 
not take part in running WIthout mlssmg hiS socce,r traIll!ng, 
and so on. Obviously, this has mea?t that certain sectIOns 
have had a complete change of evemng; but everyone. must 
agree that it is a change for the good. The programme IS now 
as follows:-
MONDAYS: 

Boxing training 
Committee, Enrolment, etc. 
Library 

TUESDAYS: 
Road running 
First Aid Class 
Squash 
Rugger training 
Floodlit football (W'ness) 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Football training (Club) 
Swimming (Hackney Baths) 
Library 

THURSDAYS: 
Physical training 

Art Class 
Dramatics 
Squash 
Floodlit football (W'ness) 

FRIDAYS: 
Boxing training 
Rifle shooting 
Swimming (Bethnal Green) 
Library 
Savings Bank 

SATURDAYS: 
Football matches 
Rugby matches 
Cross Country running 

(Chingford) 

G.H.E.]. 

It is a sad Mouse who writes these notes this mon~h. It is 
always depressing when one has to record the passmg. of a 
great friend. We always look on ou!' Manager~ as fnends, 
probably our best friends; they have. gIVen of their best to. us 
to make the lives of Manorites happier, an~ asked for nothl~g 
in return except loya1ty to the Club. I t~m~ I can s~y qU.lte 
honestly that I owe quite a lot of success III hfe to their gUid
ance and help and friendship made in the .Club they start~d, 
when as youngsters in the Wick we were Just dead-end kIds 
with only a larrip-post and street corner to play. around. O.ur 
Managers are getting older but, tha~k God, t~,elT work ca~fles 
on as it says on the tablet on the Wilderness, For generatlOlls 
yet unborn." A wonderful )ob; may we never fo~get them. 
So it is with very deep feeling we recor~ the passmg. of yet 
another of those grand men who helped 1Il; the Club between 
1919 and 1946-Sir Edward Gol~ic Howarth. ~e wc:uld I~ot 
like us to be sad about his passmg-I know With hIS qUiet 
sense of humour he would like to see the Club happy and better 
than ever, and a great .futur.e for all member.s of .the Club. At 
the same time, men like hIm are not commg mto the Club 
to-day. 

Looking back over the years, I think the funniest i,ncidcnt 
in which he was concerned at Camp was at Cuckoo Well' 'Y~en 
he and Mr. LiddeJl staged a show for th~ campers by ~lJ'lng 
a punt. He dresse.d as a lady in night at~lre, and ~r. Llddell 
in pyjamas, and tied the punt. to the bnd/?e. ThiS :-vas not 
allowed at all by the Camp while we were m occupatIOn. In 
the early morning the whole Camp wa~ arous.ed to see w~at 
could be done about it. To much shoutmg, nOise and bangmg 
of plates the occupants wcre deaf, and so campers were encour
aged to roCk the punt. This a! last proved successful and 
two middle-aged people made their appear.ance and eventually 
fell in. When they came to the surface It proved to be our 
two old friends who described themselves as Mr. and Mrs. 
Everbeenhad. t shall always remember his wonderful boudoir 
cap and nightdress, and often wondered where he got them 
from. 

Another occasion, also at Ca:mp, when the Canteenel'S staged 
a grand show for the final mght at Car:nP. It was a dead 
secret until all the campers were seated III t~e m~rquee, and 
then they were inv~ded by ~he O:So-~melhe tnbe of Red 
Indians, complete With a ternfic chleftam, head-feathers and 
equipment, in the person of Le!! En?ever.. The show .began 
with several songs and ceremomes, lllcludmg the maklllg of 
blood brothers and the boiling of a missionary-the last cer7-
many being stopped by the magician, Dicky Morton, who sard 
there was one more worthy to be boiled. After being hit on 
the head by the chieftain with a coconut to put him into a 
trance he solemnly declared that he who was known as "The 
Little Man" should take the place of the missionary, where~pon 
the chief ordered his braves to capture him. The audience 
went for six, forms were overturned, and in the melee few 
campers remained upright. The marquee was a mixture of 
upturned forms and campers, but from the heap emerged 
half-a-dozen braves and their captive. That was the clue to 
the final chorus and "Dear Old Hackney Wick," and we all 
finished in the drink afterwards. Wonderful days and won
derful memories of one of the best. 

One more little Camp memory. At Cuckoo Weir we always 
had a visitors' day before the war and great fun· with the 
parents who entered the races. As the smallest Manager, Sir 
Edward was always given the heaviest weight to carry, and I 
have known him carry twice his weight and win, usually be
cause the handicapper, Geoffrey Gilbey, was generous; but he 
was the champion carrier of heavyweight Grannies we ever 
had. Sometimes a laughing 16-stoner and an exhausted Sir 
Edward would collapse and finish in a heap. 
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Alf Pearson will write more about him, but this was the 
man I knew, an asset at Camp, full of fun, and what a team
Geoffrey Gilbey, David and Ronald Shaw-Kennedy, Mr. 
Liddell, one or two others I cannot remember, Charles Groves, 
of the B.B.C., was one, Clive Graham of the Daily Express, 
another, Mr. Rose and Mr. Elliston and, of course, Sir Edward. 
What happy memories. But time gets us all, and we have only 
memories left of happy days tempered with a deep sense of 
gratitude to the men who made it possible. One thing about 
it they have lived to see the Manor spirit taken to almost 
e~ery part of the world, and in many instances the members 
have carried on the good work to the best of their ability, 
many of them active in youth work. 

This is a time when the Club begins its overhaul, general 
meetings of all sections and of the two Clubs, all of them are 
well attended and healthy. The Harriers began a few years 
ago with a dinner; this was followed by the Footballers; and 
now the Boxers, who hold their first dinner on September 19th. 
These are great events which should grow in popularity, as 
they bring together each year the people who have been con
nected with the sport down the ages. There is nothing better 
than an evening spent together in this way to keep interest in 
the old 'uns and inspire the youngsters to give of their best. 
Here's hoping all these functions will get the full support they 
deserve. All the ancients will receive a very hearty welcome, 
so roll up in your hundreds. 

Another event in which the Manor is first in the field: on 
September 3rd a new boxing ring floor is being tried out at 
the Club. It is composed of a rubber preparation and is de
signed to obviate the injuries to boxers, all too prevalent in 
the past few years, of hitting their heads on the ring floor. If 
it works, and there is no reason why it should not, it should 
prove the ~reatest boon boxing has had. Harry Mallin has 
introduced It. If ever amateur boxing has had a keen official, 
Harry is one; it has been practically his whole interest, and 
he has contributed quite a bit to the high standard reached 
by the A.B.A. Another new venture this year will be that all 
boxers must have a medical pass from their doctor showing 
they are fit to take part in boxing; the rule operates from 
March 1st, 1954. 

It was interesting to note that Gene Autry, who· staged a 
rodeo show in London recently, is giving al! his earnings in 
England to the London Fed. If a few more overseas enter
tainers would copy him it would soon put the Fed. and the 
voluntary Clubs on their feet. Bob Hope, a year ago, .gave 
all his earnings to Clubland. They could not do better. 

Camp was better than ever this year, or so everyone who 
went said; certainly they chose a good week, and at the end 
were making up tents for next year. Sing-songs were up to 
the usual high standard; every year fresh talent comes to the 
surface, and this year was no exception. The Harriers found 
a future champion. Nothing like Camp to get to know each 
other and the Club better. What a wonderful story could be 
written about all our Camps. It would be interesting to people 
of all classes and ages outside the Club, and could easily make 
a best seller; the humorous incidents alone would make it 
popular. Have a glance at some of the old CHIN-WAGS and 
see ifor yourself, and I wonder how many of the old Camp 
songs are remembered or still in existence Mr. Wellesley 
and Mr. Gilbey used to produce a new one every year. "Dear 
Old Hackney Wick" was a classic, but what about "Who'll 
have a Pill?" Great songs of great days. What a story it 
could make, and what changes. The first Camp took place in 
1907, so there is plenty of ground to cover. 

The first team London League side are off to a good start; 
they have another fine team around them. They finished 
last year winners of the League and this year are hoping for 
more success in Cup games and the sharing of some good 
gates, and they would like to see more Club members turning 
up at their home matches. 

Can 1,000,000 Englishmen Be Wrong? 
According to statistics on the game of Bowls, more people 

actually play Bowls than any other game played in England; 
over 55,000 entered for the English Bowling Association Cham
pionships-and yet the membership of the Manor Bowling Club 
is round about 24. It is a remarkable thing that we have one 
of the finest greens, if not the finest, in Essex and certainly on 
a par with any green in the country, and still no Club member 
wishes to play on it, or only a very small percentage. The 
yearly SUbscription is 3s. 6d., or less than the price of a packet 
of fags. The average subscription of any club outside is at 
least 20s., and they, or the majority, have a waiting list. The 
Bowls Committee at a recent meeting discussed this curious 
position and decided to make this appeal through the medium 
of the columns of CHIN-WAG before taking alterna tive steps 
such as asking permission from the Club Management and 
Committee to allow us to invite bowlers outside the Club to 
join. 

To any member seeking a pleasant summer evening, Satur
day or ~undayafternoon, Bo~ls must surely take some beating; 
:;t b.eautlful ween, a really skilful game, good company, no in
Junes, out III the sun, hardly any cost, visits to other clubs 
mainly in Essex, nearly all in lovely surroundings-what mor~ 
can anyone desire? 

. ,:\he presef!t members of the Bowls Club will be only too 
wtllmg to asSIst anyone who would like a game' all you actu-
ally require is a pair of rubber shoes. ' 

The season for this year is coming to a close but we must 
arrange a fixture list for next season. To enabl~ us to do this 
we must. have more players; so, if you are interested, please let 
Bob White, Ray Ody, or any member of the Bowls Club know 
and we will do the rest. ' 

Don't forget: If you ever have said "Up the Manor," now's 
your ch~ce to d~ so:nething about it, especially if you are 
not playmg or helplllg III any other Manor activity. 

" HALFPENNY" 

Something Old - Something New 
It is said that there is nothing which can tax the ingenuity 

of. man, and this is very evident at the Club Summer Camp 
WIth regard to th~ games and competitions arranged for the 
campers. Many WIll remember the intricate events which were 
~~ch a f~a~ure of the Cuckoo Weir Camps, as for instance the 

-0-cropoils race, later to be dubbed the "Percy Toplis." The 
~Icycle Polo, the "Round the Camp" obstacle race, the novelty 
mter-tent me.dley races, now known as the "Melodies." The 
punt ~ace, WIth only the steersman using a paddle. The team 
wrestlmg ma.tches o.n the plank bridge across the drink, and 
many other mterestIllg .events in wh~ch the competitors might 
be asked !o ~o anythmg from eatmg a doughnut liberally 
smeared. ':I'lth Jam a~d suspended on a string over the water, 
to. whackmg a ~enms ball across the drink with a walking 
stIck from one Side to the other under penalty of having to 
retrieve ,it should it fail to reach the target 1 All of these 
games, If s~ch they could be described, were peculiar to 
Cuckoo WeIr, and what happy memories they recall to the 
older members. 

';Yith the. transfer ~o t~,e Isl.e of Thorns, referred to by some 
as OperatIOn PollutIOn, owmg to the doubtful condition of 
t~le RIver Thames, many of these events became no longer pos
SIble o,! practicable, and i? t~eir place over the past few years 
has arisen othe~s no less mtncate, no less enjoyable, and with 
the usual surpnse results. Thus we now have the "Leepher" 
melod.y, which for i~genuity and interest is probably as good as 
~nythlng we. hav~ trIed at quckoo. Weir. The Football melody 
IS anot~er rIval. III p~pulanty, With competitors doing almost 
everythmg pOSSible With a football except to use it for the 
purp.ose .for which it was designed. The inter-tent golf com
petitIOn IS another event of enormous interest with every mem
ber of the tent playing his ind~vidt;al hole ':supported" by his 
team, u!1der threats of a duckmg III the drmk if he makes a 
hash of It. The "Round. th~ C~mp" race, if lacking the natural 
obstacles of Cuckoo WeIr, IS std I an interesting item with the 
~ddition. of a few "unnatural" obstacles such as the water 
Jum~ (wlth?1:lt water), tabl~s, and forms. The swimming events, 
too, m addItIOn to the strrughtforward races, have their novelty 
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in which even the non-swimmers can take part. The padder 
and stump cricket events are now played on a level grass field 
instead of the knobs bumps, and cow-pats of Bunce's mead0,w, 
and perhaps these iames have lost just a little of the surpnse 
element which was their greatest feature. 

An addition to this year's items proved to be m,~st suc~essfu!. 
It took the form of a combined "treasure hunt and mte.lh
gence test, in which the teams were asked to .find anythmg 
from a horseshoe to a lady's garter, a fish, !"- tortOlseshell ~utter
fly, a newt, a red golf ball, a .blonde hall' at least 18 .mch~s 
long, a photograph of a man WIth a b~ard ~nd, on the mtelh
gence side, the name of the oldest mhabltan~ of. Chelwood 
Gate, the youngest child, and the last ,Person .bu;,Ied m th7, local 
cemetery. The campers returned With their treasures. and 
some amusing stories of how they secured. them; but pnde of 
place must go to those who produced a kipper from the cook
house as the fish' full marks also to the old lady who took a 
black garter off her leg with instructions that it had to be re
turned! To the three otherwise sedate Canteeners who· we~e 
observed stalking an unobtrusive little butterfly, and their 
efforts to capture it. To the bright boy who used the Post 
Office red ink to colour a golf ball, and the not so. successful 
efforts of others who tried to do likewise with th~ aid of beet
root juice and raspberry jam. To the gallant failure ~f those 
who found out the name of the last person who had ~Ied but 
who unfortunately for them, was cremated and not buned. To 
thos~ who could not tell the difference between an ear of wheat 
and an ear of barley, or the difference between a fern leaf 
and bracken. To those who somehow or other manag.ed to 
secure a 3d. bus ticket and a "bun" penny'- T~, Ran ,HIlsdon 
and his team of searchers who took the. won? turn}ng and 
walked halfway to Eastbourne before dlscoverlllg th.eH error, 

. and llrdving back with most of the clues a.n~ obJects, but 
nearly two hours after the time for the competition had clos~d. 
To the bright lad who saved himself a lot of energy by usmg 
the telephone to find out the .name of the S~cretary of the Royal 
Victoria Hospital at East Grlllstead, and usmg the same met~od 
to ring the local parson for the name of the la~t person .buned, 
and the police station for the number of the vIIlag~ polIceman. 
The "Outward Bound" School at Eskdale has no~hIll~ on Eton 
Manor for ingenuity, except perhaps the m':1Untallleenng tasks, 
but even here George Pettipher has some Ideas about. Mount 
Everest which might be put into effect at some future date. 

"PEDANTIC." 

Further Notes by "Evergreen It 
In retrospect the first Great War, 1914-18, looms large in the 

memory of th~ older people; those of the Wick especially
there are many members to-day who wiII recall Lord Robe;ts' 
speech in the Wic::k in 1912 when h~ foretold of the comlllg 
strife, and emphaSised how necessary It was for the youngsters 
to keep themselves fit and well. 

Those members, many of them now grandfathers, met in the 
old Club in Daintry Street, Mrs. Graves having more than her 
hands full in looking after their wants, and bringing up her 
ever-growing family, including Bill and Jack, both to· become 
policemen later. At this time the Old Boys' Club entered the 
Deanery Football League, playing their. home games on what 
is now Mabley Green, winning a cup, to be the forerunner of 
so many others through the years to follow. A photograph of 
that winning team is still to be seen in the Club--Time, in 
his mercy, having left many who are still with us to-day. 

The next year saw us with a new playing pitch, next to the 
Mission Field, on what is now the Wilderness, and built up 
from a derelict corner plot From small beginnings arise large 
organisations, and this has been truly so with the Eton Manor. 

Mr. A. R. Wagg, never really robust, was in charge of the 
"Urchins"-a new winter venture for the Club, and a very 
successful one, having the assistance of the great Mr. Swift, 
then Headmaster at Berkshire Road School, and a few of the 
teachers. Then came the war, and by early 1915 all the 
"regulars" were away fighting in France; for a while the same 
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routine was followed in the Boys' Club, but the Old Boys' 
Club became emptier each month. A little later we had the 
trouble with the Zeppelin airships dropping their bombs in
discriminatingly over London, and then a great munitions 
factory was built on Mabley Green, the home of so many of 
our football matches; this caused things to hum in the Wick, 
above and below the ground! One Sunday night saw the 
very first moonlight raid by a 'plane on London, with a bomb 
being dropped on the marshes quite close to the River Lee and 
the railway sidings, Monday bringing hundreds of people along 
to sec the crater made by the bomb. 

(To be continued) 

John McGarry, Wl'ltlllg from "far off" Hastings, Sussex:
"After playing in the Tournament here I felt that I liked the 
place so much that I would try to find myself a job-me work! 
Eventually I was fixed up through the local office of the Mini
stry of Labour and National Service (not Labour Exchange
Ed.) as an official beach photographer for the Council. I 
expect that this wilL keep me occupied until early September, 
and so I shall not be around the Wilderness or the Club for a 
while. Incidentally, last week whilst working on the' beach I 
ran into Reg. Thomson, Bill Dean and 'Coplow,' but for some 
reason or other they did not want a photograph taken, and 
told me what to do with my camera in no uncertain language." 

Ran Reeder, writing from the S.S. "Strathmore" :-Just to 
let you know that I am on my way once again to Australia. 
This will be my first visit out there for 18 months, and I am 
looking forward to seeing George Howlett and Albert Shimmell 
in Sydney. I am expecting that the ship will reach Sydney 
on September 10th, and I have written to George warning 
him to expect me. The "Strathmore" is a grand ship and carrics 
about 900 first class and tourist passengers, and is fitted with 
all the best that can be provided. The majority of the pas
sengers on board for this trip have been to England for the 
Coronation and for a tour around Britain and Europe. The 
general feeling is that they liked England very much, but that 
they do not think very much of the summer weather we get. 
U.T.M. 

Fusilier Tom Jones writes from the Far East :-Just a few 
lines to let you know that I have left Korea and am now 
four days away from it. When we left North Korea we left by 
train, and had the 2nd Batt. Royal Australian Band, the Royal 
Scots Pipe Band and the Durham Light Infantry buglers play
ing to us as we moved off. The Battalion in one year's service 
had 182 casualties, of whom 32 were killed in action, 12 miss
ing, and 138 wounded. When the Battalion arrived at Pusan 
wc made a visit to the cemetery to say farewell to our dead. 
The service was a simple but very touching ceremony. We 
sang hymns, including Rudyard Kipling's "Recessional" and 
"0 Valiant Hearts" to the band of the 2nd Batt. Royal Austra
lian Regiment. The Battalion buglers played the "Last Post" 
and "Reveille" and the service finished with the National 
Anthem and a March Past, giving eyes right to our dead com
rades' graves. After the March Past we were allowed to· walk 
round the cemetery to see the graves. When we boarded the 
boat at Pusan we were played. aboard with music from an 
American and North Korean Navy Band, with tunes including 
"Boogie Woogie" and many other jive tunes; in fact, we would 
~all it a "!tot session." Although I have spent eleven months 
III Korea, It went by as quickly as eleven weeks. The Battalion 
is now heading for Egypt, and I hope to spend about eight 
weeks there before I leave for my demob., and believe me I am 
looking forward to seeing you all again and walking through 
the Club doorway to be grellted by a homely-looking fire. Well, 
that's aU for now, so cheerio, aU the best, and Up the Manor. 
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FOOTBALL 
OLD BOYS 

With the first month of the season completed we can now 
begin to assess our strength and prospects for the arduous 
months ahead, and to consider how best to overcome the weak
nesses which have already caused us some anxiety. 

September, as usual, has been an awkward month with many 
pl~y,,:rs ~way. on holiday, added to the crop of ~arly season 
lllJunes, lllvanably pulled muscles. This latter injury is chiefly 
caused by players not being completely fit. Unless the muscles 
are toned and conditioned by regular training at the pre-season 
training sessions it is almost a certainty that sooner or later 
they will give trouble. Players owe it to themselves and their 
team mates to get absolutely fit to last out 90 minutes of a 
gruelling game, with the possibility of another half-an-hour 
of extra time thrown in for good measure. 

All the teams have had .to play ~elow their full strength, but 
nevertheless have done qUIte well III the matches played with 
the exception of the Amateur Cup game at the "Spotted 'Dog" 
against Clapton. In this match the team were well and truly 
bcaten by four goals to one; a big disappointment to the faith
ful few supporters who had made the journey to see them. 
They must have wondered if it was an Eton Manor side that 
they were watching! The position was reversed the following 
week when the team played exceptionally well to defeat Clap
ton at Temple Mills in the F.A. Cup by four goals to three. 
This game, whilst no classic, was full of thrills, and the three 
hundred or so spectators found plenty to enthuse and shout 
about. I personally can never remember such vociferous efforts 
on the part of our supporters since we beat Leytonstone at 
home in 1938; and what a difference it makes to any side 
when they get this sort of encouragement! 
. In the London League, Cray Wanderers appear to be the 

slde to keep an eye on. They head the Premier Division with 
seve!1teen goals. in foUl: games, and have gained eight points. 
TheIr reserve SIde are III the same happy position in Division 
n. We have to meet them in a league game before these notes 
~ilI appear, and we must win in order to keep a good position 
III the table. The second team are playing well; Ernie Steed 
has taken over the running of this side from Benny Parrish 
who has given us many years of service in this capacity. Benny 
has only recently recovered from a serious illness and with 
additiona! responsibil.ities. attached to his ~ork has' reluctantly 
h:;d to. gIVe up outSide mterests for the tlme being. We all 
Wish hIm well and a complete recovery, and we would like to 
thank him for all his help in the past. Harry McLean is very 
happy about the prospects of the third team, and is confident 
that they will reach a higher placing in the South Essex League 
a~d th~t they will do well in the Junior Cup competitions: 
Bill QUlcke has handed over the running of the fourth team to 
Torn Williamson, and has taken over the arduous duties of Hon. 
~ress Secretary, in wh!c~ capacity he i~ already doing a grand 
Job of work.. Tor;n WIlham~on ~a~ enlrsted the 'aid of Tommy 
Hogan as hIS aSSlStant; then Splflt and keenness will have a 
grand effect on the team. Their should be no worries about 
this tcam. 

The fifth team, "Webbo's" giants, have so far not met with 
much success, and once 'again it is this team which suffers 

most when injuries cause changes in the other sides but 
"Webbo" refuses to let it get him down. The old smil~ and 
cheerful word is always there; it makes little difference if the 
team loses 6-0 or wins, his face is beaming just as it is when 
he is collecting the lolly for his "swindle," without which Hon. 
Treasurer Charlie Storey would have considerable difficulty 
in keeping us solvent. I think that we can be confident about 
the "Fighting Fifths" being in the Final again (at home of 
course!) if he can arrange the date so that all his stars' are 
availahlc. 

"HOPEFUL." 

SENIORS 
Senior Football was delayed this year due to the fact that 

many of the possible members of the Senior teams were en
~aged in the Federation Cricket Finals on the second Saturday 
III September. A scratch side was mobilised however to open 
the Federation League programme against Repton on 'the same 
day and they were successful by seven goals to three. 

Nearly fifty boys turned up for the Senior Trials and as so 
many are available a fourth team has been formed ' which will 
play friendly matches. The other three teams will participate 
m the Federation League and Cup, Stoke Newington Minor 
League, and Leyton and District League. 

In the London Minor "A" Cup Competition, the Seniors 
have reached the semi-final and will play Bexleyheath and 
Welling,. our opponer;tts i~ the. previous. ~eason's final. Only 
five entnes were receIVed m thls competltlon, henec the quick 
advance. 

Each of the teams have becn successful in their opening 
games in the leagues, and the only setback so far has been a 
defeat for the Seniors in a friendly game against Bexleyheath 
by four goals to two. With most of last year's Juniors plus 
"Scatty" Garrett,. Ted Yeend and Joe Bright, it will t~ke a 
few games for thiS team to get settled down, but with games 
!lgains~ .Old Boys' teams, plus one or two challenge matches 
In additIOn to the usual Saturday afternoon matches, it should 
weld itself into a very useful side. 

For the game against Bexleyheath "Scatty" Garrett was 
away on duty with the London Minor XI, which probably 
accounted for the little looseness in the defence, but what was 
really apparent was the "bellows to mend" in the second half 
of a few of our side. This no doubt will be remedied and 
perhaps can be excused at this early stage, and also for th~ fact 
that it was such a lovely warm afternoon. 
. The :very fast pace set in the first half, with everybody try
mg their I!-tm<?st, prod,uced some very good football, although 
at one penod It was dIfficult to sort out who was playing wing 
half, inside forward and on the wing. A very important point 
that boys must remember is that they are put in a position 
for a specific job, and when they have done that effectively 
then they can look for somebody else's job to do. 

F.G.L. 

JUNIORS 
The trials are now over, and the Junior and "A" sides already 

have played their first games, with the "B" side playing its 
first game in a few days' time. Generally speaking, I do not 
think the standard of the majority of those who played in the 
trials was as high as in other years, but quaintly enough I 
believe that the Junior side will mould into a very useful 
team-p~rhap~a l~ttle lac~ing in stars, but that is not always 
a bad thlllg, sIllce It sometimes means that there is less chance 
of swollen heads spoiling team-work. 

The Juniors' first match was against the High Road Y.C. 
and a 13-0 win did little more than indicate that the forward~ 
at least know the direction of the goal. The opposition was 
too weak to test the soundness of the defence, but one thing is 
certain in that we are well provided with goalkeepers, since we 
have Len Chapman, Tom Lucy and Arthur Whiteomb from 
whom to choose, all of whom are up to Junior standard. 

The "A" side is still in the process of sorting itself out and 
perhaps it is far too early to make any sort of prophecy' con
cerning its chances in the competitions in which it is entered. 
Its first match on the 30th September, against Eastbourne 
House, did not provide a very good start, and a 5-0 defeat 
by a bigger and better side shows that there is room for 
improvement. R.H. 
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BOXING 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Boxing Club took place 
at Riseholme Street on FIiday, September llth~ 19~3. ~r. H. 
Mallin was in the chair, supported by the Club s PresIdent, 
Major the Hon. A .. G. C. Villiers, and thirty.-two mem~ers. 
Minutes of the preVIOUS Annual General Meetmg were read, 
approved and signed; 

Hon. Secretary R. J. Holmes rep.orted on the past year's 
boxing saying that he was well satIsfied and grateful. to all 
memb~rs of the Committee for their help. He was partIcularly 
pleased with the attendances at all tournaments. There were 
very few absentees at both home and away sho,,:,s; thI~ boast 
could not be made at many Clubs in amateur boxI,ng. FIxtures 
for the coming season would be much the same, wltl~ on~ Open 
Tournament, four Inter-Clubs, and several away tnps, mclud
ing Saturday evenings. 

Competition Secretary A. J. Woollard then spoke of the 
Club's outstanding suc~esses over the past twelves months: 
5 Federation Novices' wmners and 2 runn~rs-up.; .2. full Federa
tion Champions and 2 runners-up; 2 ~emor DlvlsI~nal Cham
pions; 1 Senior London A.B.A. ChampIOn. He remll1de~ those 
present that during the past y~ar the Club had had Its .fir~t 
international for twenty years m N. Gargano, who was, mCI
dentally, a members o~ the Boys' Cl~b at the time. He went 
on to say that all thIS was now hIstory; let us look to the 
future. Providing he gets the backing of all members who 
would be expected to train hard, he hoped for an even morc 
successful year. , 

Hon. Treasurer L. W. Harris then spoke of the yery intricate, 
business of handling ticket sales and coach bookmgs for both 
home matches and away. He asked for co-o~erat~on in the~e 
matters po;ntinIT out how often he was left WIth tickets on hIS 
hands ~t the last moment. 
Schoolboy Section. 

In the absence of G. J achon, who was away sick, Trainer 
Eddie Burke spoke about the Schoolboy Section. He ~aid 
that the lads were exceptionally keen, and no less than elght 
Club schoolboys had reached the final of the .Ha.ckney ~chools 
boxing. It was very good to sce these same Jun~ors takmg up 
active membership with the Boys' Club on reachmg the age of 
14 years. 

Officers for the coming year were then introduced as .fol
lows: Hon. Secretary, R. J. Holmes; Compet,ition Secr~tary, 
A. J. Woollard; Hon. Treasurer, ~. W. Hams; CommIttee: 
Messrs. L. Brooks. H. Cox, D. Pettltt, J. Cowley. A. Reynolds. 
The Schoolboy Club would again be run by G. Jackson. 

The Chairman then mention'ed the hard work put in by the 
Committee particularly L. "Sherby" .Brooks, who had acted 
as Assistant Instructor. He said to the boys that the Commit
tee were responsible for all organising, but it was up to the 
lads themselves to train, and the boxing could not be done by 
anybody but themselves. He then proceeded to give hints on 
training. Major Villiers said that he hoped television would 
not keep the lads from training. 

"Sherby" Brooks then proposed a' vote of thanks to Mr. A. 
Woollard for his 'consistent hard work in arranging a record 
number of first class bouts throughout the season, and for play
ing such a big part in placing N. Gargano and A. Drew into 
'such prominence as amateur boxers. 

During question time, Victor Cowley asked' whether any 
arrangements could be made for a week-end boxing trip? Com
mittee agreed to look into this. There being no further business 
to discuss, the meeting was declared closed with a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman for presiding. JOHNNY HOLMES. 

GRAND OPEN 

BOXING TOURNAMENT 

on THURSDAY, 
AT 
19th 

THE CLUB 
NOVEMBER, 1953, at 7.30 p.m. 

The Country's Leading Amateurs-many Champions taking part 

Tickets on Sale Now-7/6, 5/6, 3/-

The Boxing Club's first reunion Dinner and Dance 
One hundred and twelve sat down to dinner in the main 

hall. An excellent meal was provided with all the trimmmgs, 
and the atmosphere with a small bana on the floor was ideal. 
The most notable feature was the beautifully decorated hall, a 
truly amazing scene of transformation considering it was being 
used as a gymnasium but 48 hours earlier. 

Rather than write a full report on the affairs the Boxing 
Committee thought that it would perhaps be a better idea to 
print a few of the complimentary letters that have arrived in 
connection with the function. 

From J. T. "JIMMY" HULLS, well-known Evening News sports 
writer: 

"Will you please convey to the Officers and Committee. of the 
Eton Manor Club my thanks, and those of my daughter, for 
such a very enjoyable dinner and dance last Saturday. It 
was grand to be with old-timers like Fred Grace and Bill 
Carpenter (Limehouse Club Secret~ry and boxing official for 
50 years), and Harry and Fred Malhn and the other youngsters. 

"What struck me particularly was the keenness of everybody 
to make the function the great success it was. With such a 
fine collection of members and helpers your old Club should 
continue as long as there is amateur boxing. 

"Once again, very many thanks. . 
Yours sClllcerely, 

JIM HULLS." 
From STAN SIMPSON: 

"Many thanks for organising the dinner. The 'cauliflower 
ear and flat nose' dinner, otherwise Boxers' Dinner! last ?atur
day was a great success, and we all thoroughly enJoy~d ~t. It 
was grand to meet old members and younger ~mes agaIn .In the 
Club. It certainly brought back old memOrIes to me In the 
place I took so many straight lefts and hard rights from my 
fellow members. 

"We were unlucky not being able to have with us :Mr. Wagg 
and other Managers. 

Yours sicerely, 
STAN SIMPSON. 

Up the Manor." 

"WRIGHT HOOKE." 

CRICKET 
OLD BOYS 

We have just completed a very enjoyable and entertaining 
season and as results show the Club have proved that. their 
cricket is still well above average. For those who are in
terested in statistics the results werc as follows:-

Played 40, Won 16, Drawn 14, Lost 7, Rained off 3. 
In most of the drawn games the Club were on top, but 

just did not have the bowlers to dismiss the opposition in t.he 
time allowed. The batting and bowling averages. make qUI.te 
good ,reading, and for those members who are lI!terested 1!1 

knowing who makes all the runs and takes the WIckets, here 
are a few more facts and figures:-

Name 
R. Shears 
N. Candice 
R. Brackenborough 
R. Wilson 
W. Barber 
J. Pulham 
F. Ware 
P. Dillon 
J. Pincombe 
G. Seward 
D. Churchill 
A .. Hayes 
P. Pulham 
D. Harries 

BATTING 

Runs Inns. 
1281 38 
578 27 
218 9 
226 12 
545 24 
724 32 
468 23 
368 22 
256 21 

61 9 
318 28 
173 17 
100 13 
90 13 

* Not Out. 

Not Highest 
Outs Score 

3 141* 
7 98 
1 92 
3 52* 
2 109 
2 110 
2 68'1!-
4 37 
5 59* 
5 31 
6 54 
5 57* 
1 24 
2 16 

Aver. 
36.6 
28.9 
27.2 
25.1 
24.7 
U.1 
22.2 
20.4 
16.0 
15.5 
14.4 
14.4 

8.3 
8.1 
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BOWLING 
Best 

Name Wkts. Runs Performance 
A. Hayes 101 1203 7 for 35 
R Shears 42 537 6 for 36 
N. Candice 37 561 4 for 24 
A. Milne 23 352 5 for 37 
G. Seward ,.. 43 706 5 for 15 
R Brackenborough 14 273 5 for 38 

Number of 50's or over 10 
Number of lOO's or over 4 

Aver. 
11.8 
12.7 
15.1 
15.3 
16.4 
19.2 

Since last writing the Club Ist XI had the pleasure of meet
ing Eton Mission, this being the first clash for many years In 
the past the Mission have always agreed that the 1st XI 'were 
too strong for them, but as they had strengthened their side 
considerably they issued the challenge. The Club won the 
toss and decided to bat. Soon wickets began to tumble and 
at the fall of the fifth wicket we had only recorded 55 'runs. 
Derick Churchill and Fred Ware then defended well and 
added a further 20 runs in 32 minutes. Wickets then fell at 
regular intervals and the Club were dismissed with their 
lowest score of the season. With all our batting strength the 
Mission had "skittled" us out for 87 runs. It was hard to 
say who were the most surprised; the Mission could not believe 
their luck, of which they had a little, or the Club boys who felt 
like crawling into a corner. 

The remainder of the game proved that when the Club are 
up agai!ls! it they can always pull "something out of the bag." 
The MISSIOn starte~ well and added 27 for the first wicket, 
and then after tastmg blood the boys fielded and bowled as 
they had never done before. Full-blooded drives were stopped 
with the body behind the ball and we saw none of the tenta
tive hand going down in a vain effort to make a stop. All the 
catches that were offered were taken, and thanks to some fine 
bowling by Arthur Hayes (4 for 10) and Bob Shears (4 for 19), 
we dismissed the Mission for 77 runs. We won the day by 
10 runs, but what a scare we had. 

It was mentioned in the last issue that Arthur Hayes required 
18 wickets for his 100 wickets for the season. From the aver
ages it is noticed that he topped this figure, but it proved to be 
quite an exciting' affair. We visited Chingford for the last 
game, of the season and Arthur still required four wickets. 
Everybody wished him luck as we entered the field, but know
ing what a good side Chingford are, it was felt that he would 
fall just short of his target. Fortunately for Arthur all catches 
were taken and he gradually crept up to 99 wickets. With 
only three of the opposition's wickets to fall, and with him 
tiring fast, it was still very doubtful, but he rallied round and 
found that little extra something and managed to secure two 
further wickets, which gave him a grand total of 101 victims 
for the season. 

Congratulations must go to, John Pulham, who made 110 
not out against Northern Polyteohnic. This is his first cen
tury for the Old Boys, and from his recent performances I 
feel sure that we shall see many more in seasons to come. A 
little more patience is required; and remember, John, when 
you have made 50, your next target is a 100. 

We have a stronger fixture list for '54, and with this in mind 
it is hoped that we shall have the support of all the young 
and budding cricketers who will be shortly joining the Old 
Boys' section. . 

1st XI RESULTS 
121-3 (W. Barber 51) v. Red Triangle 120 (Seward 3 for 34). 
275-4 declared (F. Ware 68 n.o., J. Pulham 1 In n.o.) v. Nor-

thern Polytechnic 117 (Hayes 3 for 22). 
87 v. Eton Mission 77 (Shears 4 for 19, Hayes 4 for 10). 
146 v. Purley 147-4. 
157-7 declared v. Goodmayes 115-9 (Shears 3 for 9). 
105 v. Chingford 122 (Hayes 5 for 25). 

JUNIORS 
Once again the Juniors completed the double in the Federa

tion Cricket Competitions, having won the League and then 
beating Poplar Boys' Club in the Cup at Bellingham on Sat
urday, September 12th. A fortnight had elapsed since their 
previous game, and lack of practicc caused through inclement 
weather, etc." was made apparent when our side was sent in 

to bat. The wicket, however, favoured the bowlers and played 
all manner of tricks. It was only the stubborn defence of Dave 
Wilmington and Tony Mills, who both punished the short balls, 
that helped to make our score look at all respectable. We were 
three down for 19 runs when they came together and took 
the score to 44 before Tony was clean bowled for 17. Agg 
Read, Able and Irvine all followed quickly and were out t~ 
Poplar's first change bowler, who was quite content to toss the 
ball up and leave the wicket to do the rest. Dave Wilmington 
also became a victim, being caught and bowled for the top 
score of 18. Hodgson and Woolley increased the total of 58 
by adding another 11 runs, and we were all out for 69. 

Hod.gson str~ck 1! very shrewd blow in his first over, taking 
two WIckets WIth hiS last two balls. His first five overs were 
maid.ens, in which spell he took three wickets. John Woolley, 
bo","lmg from. the other e!ld, took another three wickets, Pop
lar s se ore bemg 15, and It looked all over bar shouting. OIle 
of our opponents, by the name of Exley, who looked no bigger 
than. the bat, st~rted to use it as it was meant to be used, by 
contmually pushmg Woolley through the ~oyers for singles and 
twos. ThiS sudden show of defiance had Its effect on his part
ner, who immediately took runs off Hodgson, and between them 
they added another twenty runs before Hodgson bagged both 
the wickets. .A couple of wild swings which connected and 
another which didn't, gavc Woolley two wickets, and Poplar 
scored a few extra runs before they finished with a total of 41. 
Hodgson's analysis was 9 overs, 5 maidens, 5 wickets for 9 
runs, and Woolley's was 9 overs, 2 maidens, 5 wickets for 26 
runs. 

On the whole it has been a most successful season and the 
only defeat the Juniors have suffered was at the hands of 
Lords' Colts, who were a much older and more experienced 
side. What a pity the game against "Seamer" Christie and Co. 
:vas w~shed out; they really thought they could put the Juniors 
m theIr place. 

Tony Mills as captain proved to be a good choice, and was 
well supported by the rest of the team. Each of the recog
nised bats enjoyed a successful season, and of the bowlers most 
of the wickets were taken by Eddie Clayton with 44 ' Brian 
Hodgson with 40, and Frank Barrett with 30. These bowlers 
were assisted by Brad Irvine, Brian Longhurst, Terry Hames, 
and. at the latter e,nd of the s~ason John Woolley, who as a 
JUDlor for the commg season WIll be a most useful acquisition. 
A final word for the wicketkeeper, Tom Read who although 
lacking in inches kept consistently well. ' 

BATTING 
No. of inns. Runs Not out Average 

35.3 
21.3 
19.1 
17.7 
17.8 

T. Hames 7 
B. Agg 15 
E. Clayton 18 
B. Longhurst 20 
D. Wilmington 18 
F. Barrett 20 
B. Irvine 7 
A. Mills 19 
B. Hodgson 11 
T. Read 17 
R. Rushbrook 7 
Others who, have batted 
J. Wooley ... 2 
D. Griffiths 1 
D. Abel 3 

LAWN 

106 
235 
287 
319 
205 
340 

62 
168 
100 
97 
38 

24 
14 
16 

4 
4 
3 
2 
6 

2 
4 
1 
4 

17 
12.4 
11.2 
10 

7.4 
5.4 

2 24 
1 14 

5.3 
F.G,L. 

TENNIS 
After many postponements the Federation Tennis was finally 

pla~ed off on the Wilderness on Sunday, September 27th. The 
JUl1lor Cup was competed for by North-West Jewish and Eton 
Manor. We were beaten in this competition but managed to 
rev~rse the result in the Senior, wh~n we ~on most games 
aga!nst Frenford and North-West JeWIsh, each c~ub competing 
agamst each other. We were represented by Calm Hunter and 
Howard. Lucke~t in the Doubl~s and Joe Bright and Frank 
Barrett In the Smgles. Our JUDlors were Tony Mills and Colin 
Huggett (Doubles) and Terry Crouch and Mike Doody 
(Singles). F. G. L. 
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TABLE TENNIS 
The Boys' Club Championships were played at the Wilder

ness with the following results:-
Boys' Club Singles Championship, "A. J. Barnes Bowl." 

Winner, Dave Birch, who beat Ran Purcell by 3-0. 
Boys' Club Doubles Trophy. Winners, Dave Birch and 

Albert Barrett, who beat Ran Purcell and George 
Hartland by 3-2. 

"Stan Johnson Cup" (under 17's). Winner, Dave Birch, 
who beat George Hartland by 3-0. 

It will be seen that Dave Birch was on the winning side in 
all three competitions, and. I would like to say how very well 
he played throughout. J;IIS defence was re~tlly first-rate, and 
his attack, particularly wIth the backhand flIck, was very sure. 
My own opinion is that Dave must be one of the very best 
players that the Club has produced. 

Both the Singles provided very good matches, and although 
losing, George Hartland and Ron Purcell are to be c0!lgratu
lated on their fine efforts. The same two lads combu;ted to 
give Dave Birch and Albert Barrett a very close game II'! ~he 
Doubles final, which went to the limit, the fifth and decIdmg 
game being a nerve-racking one for all four player~. 

Another star in the evening's entertainment was MIck Daady, 
who put in some very fine ,",:ork.. As. Hon. Secretary ho~ I 
wish sometimes for another SIX hke him. Thank you, MIck, 
for all your help and work. After all, he onl~ ran the show, 
that's all t We learn, so we are told, .by 01;1r mistakes, and the 
lesson we learned from these chamP.lonshlps was that ~nless 
matches are played off by the d~tes glven~ both players Will be 
scratched. This might seem a !lttle unfa!r, but oh, the head
aches trying to sort out who IS the gUilty party t Another 
must is that the finals must be played at the end of the season 
and not carried over until the beginning of the next. 

We have nominated Dave Birc~, Ron Purcell and. Geo~ge 
Hartland for the Junior Essex Trials, and Ken Beamlsh WIth 
Les Hall for the Seniors. There.; is. some doubt .about ~es 
Hall getting home from Germany m bme for the tnals, which 
are being held at Plaistow Y.M.C.A. on October 3rd. 

And to conclude, congratulations to .Peter Wall, who has 
taken over the running of the team m the Leyton Youth 
League. Keep practising, lads. STAN JOHNSON. 

OTTERS' NOTES 
Getting the bad news off my chest first, I regret to say 

that the Otters Dance was not a g;e.at success financially. 
This was probably due to poor advertlSlng; the fact that thiS 
dance was held rather earlier than usual; and also .the fact 
that there were still quite a few people away on holtday, in
cluding some of our "leading lights." 

Water polo is still "down in the dumps"-:-Clacton, B.edford, 
and Penguin didn't give us a chance to chmb up agaIn. 

At the West Ham Police Gala at Romford Road Baths, 
Henry Lees clocked 62.0 seconds for the 100 yards free .style, 
taking fourth place and some five seconds behmd the wmner. 
This is by no means Henry's best, but he will get a chance to 
improve on it at. the Bethnal Green BO.rough. Cancer Cam
paign Gala early m October. Johnny Hmks WIll also have a 
chance to improve on his time of 86.5 seconds ,for 100' yards 
breast stroke' as he is still a Junior he's not domg too badly, 
and for the past few months' he's been chopping the seconds 
off regularly. With plenty of work through the winter he 
should really be going to town next year. 

Speaking of work, Schoolboy Ted Levy, alias the Tubby 
Torpedo, has suddenly pushed in. front. and is shaking the 
Juniors. A glutton for work, he 1S settlllg the pace that so 
many of the lads are finding it hard to keep up with. How
ever Junior David Misson and Schoolboy Albert Richards 
are 'not far behind him, and a very neat little combination 
they make, too. Schoolboy Ken Fennell has been on holiday 
and at Camp for many weeks, but has now returned to the 
fold, and together with the other three lads. they sh~lUld 
make a formidable quartet-so look out, Jumors, SenIOrs, 
and maybe even Old Boys t 

Among the Seniors Mike Buck has suffered an injured 
leg and, more recently, a poisoned toe, which have inter
rupted his swimming more than somewhat, but )'le ~ow seems 
to be O.K. again. Frank Overlan~ ha~ ~een sWlm~lllg ~reast 
stroke with Johnny Rinks and takIllg It In turns With him to 
finish first. He, too, threatened to do some really hard work 
this winter, so any budding breast stroke swimmers should 
join up with these two lads for a good work-out. 

The Schoolboys are still hard at work determined to give 
a better account of themselves in the Middlesex events next 
year. 

Stuart Tier winner of the 1953 Middlesex Boys under 10 
Back Stroke is always hard at it; so is his brother David, and 
John Davey' (smallest Otter). Robin Cunnings (~on of Len) is 
developing his erawl quite well; Derek Sellen IS another OI~e 
who doesn't know when to stop, and can set a ve;y fair 
example to many of his elders. John Plester (son of Btll) has 
progressed past the "Knitting Circle" stage and i~ ~<?w getting 
down to, business. For the benefit of the ,umr:ltlated, the 
"Knitting Circle" is made up of blokes who dive III and do a 
very dashing two lengths and then hang around at !he end 
of the bath nattering until they are very cold and their knees 
knock like a battery of clicking knitting needlt;s; then they 
decide they've done enough work for one mght and get 
dressed. Do YOU belong to the "Circle"? 

The Otters A.G.M. will be early in November. This is your 
chance to let off steam if you've got any bright ideas. about 
improving anything (or anybody) now's ,the. chance to all' y~lUr 
views' if there is somethmg you don t hke you can brmg 
that ~p at the meeting, too; don't forget its the OTTERS' 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, so if you call yourself an 
Otter and have any interest whatsoever in the running and 
improving of the swimming section, then it's your job to, be 
at this meeting. Any proposals for the agenda should be 
written out on any old piece of paper and ?anded to the 
Hon. Sec., Gordon Draper. Watch the not!ce boards for 
definite date and don't forget it's YOUR meetlllg. 

Brian Sargeant is back in Civvy Street again, having finished 
his National Service, "Call me Mister." 

Otters' Badges are on sale at the Baths, 2/- each, so are 
swimming trunks in Club colours, 11/6 each. Cash, please; 
no credit. 

"You cannot make a water polo team out of a few good 
individuals. You must see that it gets sufficient first cla~s 
practice TOGETHER before the important match-after IS 
too late."-Quote from "Middlesex Swimming News." 

THE WATER RAT. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 
JUNIORS 

This season the Junior team anticipate having a very 
attractive fixture list. Fred Spencer, in addition to arranging 
the Old Boys' fixtures, has also been in touch with many 
Schools and Junior Clubs, and replies are now coming in. At 
the moment matches have been arranged with Coopers' Scho?l, 
East Ham Grammar School, Brady Boys' Club, St. IgnatlUs 
College and Westcliff County High School. These games 
are on 'a home and away basis, so that we shall only need a 
few more fixtures to carry us through the season. Once the 
Juniors get known, there should be no difficulty about arrang
ing fixtures; and, in fact, the ~ estcliff game came about solely 
because they wrote to us askmg for a fixture. We must be', 
getting somewhere in the Junior Rugby World. 

This season the team will have the assistance of all of last 
year's players, with. the addition of stalwar! Harr~er Henry 
Nicholson and DavId Pratt, a strong determllled wmgcr who 
plays for 'his school., We welcome any member along to our 
training sessions on Tuesdays at the Club. If we can only 
get enough young me,mbers to take' up the game ;Ve n;ight 
easily run an under 16 s team as well as the under 18 s. 1 here 
must be a lot of youngesters in the Club with n~ regul<l;r 
activity to keep them fit. Why not join us? You wtll find It 
very interesting, good fun, and we are not a bad lot of chaps 
to be with. "JUNIOR." 
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SQUASH SECTION 
The Squash Section A.G.M. was held at the Club on Friday, 

25th September, 1953, attended by a fairly representative gath
ering of existing and intending members. Following the usual 
preliminaries a brief l'eport 011 the activities of the previous 
season was given by the Hon. Secretary. ' 

The financial position was reported as being very satisfac
tory, and that with the Bank balance at £39 10s. 8d. against 
£34 13s. 3d., the funds had been strengthened to the extent 
of £4 17s. 5d. It was pointed out that this increase was due 
almost entirely to the profits made on two dances held in 
October and November, 1952. Income and expenditure anti
cipated during the new season were then discussed. In view 
of the extended programme of matches with the consequent 
increase in expenditure, which would be in excess of normal 
income, and the doubt which prevailed as to the profit 'likely 
to be made on the Section Dance in February, 1954, the meet
ing decided that, if necessary, an application should be made 
to the General Committee of the Old Boys' Club for a fur
ther grant. 

With regard to SUbscriptions and competition fees, it was 
agreed that. these should remain at a minimum, and that the 
only increase should be for away matches, which would be 
raised to 3/- per player. The scale of agreed charges being as 
follows :-

Annual Subscription: 2/6 per member. 
Handicap Competition: 1/- per competitor. 
Championship Turnament: 1/- per competitor. 
Inter-Club Matches: 3/- per player for Home 

and Away matches. 
The following officers were then elected for the new season: 

Hon. Sec. & Treasurer: C. H. Stent. 
1st Team Captain: C. Jenkins. 
2nd Team Captain: J. Castleman. 

The above-named to constitute the committee for the selec
tion of teams and for organising all competitions. 

The programme for the new season was then given in detail: 
Gumberland Cup: 2nd Div. Series of 10 matches. 
Inter-Club Matches: 1st Team 6 matches. 

2nd Team 14 matches. 
Club Championship: To be run from 15th October and com

pleted by 30th November, 1953. Rules as before. 
Club Handicap: To be arranged under the same rules and 

handicapping system and run throughout the season, to 
be completed by 28th February, 1954. ' 

Ladder Competition: To be divided into Sections each of 
eight players, with promotion and relegation rul~s operat
ing at the end of each month throughout the season. 

American Tournament: To be arranged in two Sections. 
Ciub Matches: Old Boys v. Boys and Over 30's v. Under 

30's, to be arranged during the Season. 
Team Matches: It was agreed that members should be divided 

into teams, each of five players of comparab1e strength, 
under the captaincy of selected members. Matches to be 
arranged by the team captains who will notify their 
players accordingly. Matches must be played off within 
a week, as mutually agreed between the individual 
opponents. 

Coaching: To encourage members of the Boys' Club to take 
an active interest in Squash, it was suggested that a 
scheme of coaching should be organised, enlisting the co
operation of members, and Fred Lee who would select 
the boys. 

The meeting then closed with members looking forward to 
an interesting and enjoyable season." 

GENE'RAL NOTE: Members are reminded that the matches 
and competitions arc organised for their benefit and that their 
full co-operation is expected in all matters con~erning the Sec
tion, with particular reference to: ' 
(a) Playing off their matches in all competitions by the sched. 

uled dates as notified, or as shown on the notice board 
bearing in mind that competition rules will in all cases b~ 
strictly applied. 

(b) Making every reasonable effort to arrive early for home 
and away matches, which in most instances start at 6.30 
p.m. 

(c) When unable to play for any reason whatsoever to notify 
the Team Captain or Hon. Sec, immediately, so that sub
stitutes can be arranged. 

RIFLE SHOOTING 
The opening of the season on September 25th saw a very 

good attendance at the Range in the Club, with a consider
able number of newcomers gathered round the nucleus of 
"Old-Timers." One of the latter-Fred Tredgett-has done a 
magnificent job< of work in looking after the range store and 
the rifles during the close season; they arc a credit to him 
and our thanks are due to Fred for his splendid effort. ' 

Major Burge was present, of course, to give his very able 
support, full of keenness and enthusiasm, and with his pockets 
bulging with silver spoons awaiting presentation to those mem
bers who can attain a possible, or a score of 99. Stan Justice 
was unable to be with us on the opening night as it coincided 
with his moving into his new home on the other side of Lon. 
don following his recent marriage. All Rifle Shooters will 
join with me in wishing Stan all possible happiness for the 
future. No doubt our old friend Len Yates, in far off Port 
Elizabeth, will be pleased to learn of this interesting event; 
Stan and myself were two of his "bright boys" in the days 
when he was taking care of things and giving us the benefit of 
his advice and knowledge of rifle shooting. Since neither of 
us seem to be good at writing letters these days I would like 
to take this opportunity of wishing Len and his wife all the 
best of luck and good health, and the hope that business is 
progressing along the right lines in South Africa. I also hope 
that Len is keeping up his rifle shooting with the Port Eliza
beth Club. I well remember our first visit to Bisley. We 
were at the 500 yards firing point, getting ready to shoot, and 
finding that we were surrounded by a crowd of more seasoned 
types wearing the Bisley "uniform," namely a battered hat 
old coats and a shooting jacket liberally plasted with badges; 
with a specially padded shoulder for the rifle butt. This 
rather discouraged us; we looked sueh raw novices in ordinary 
clothes. But nothing deterred, Len, in sports coat and flannel 
trousers, using a borrowed rifle, tucked much to everybody's 
alarm "inside" his jacket, proceeded to rattle up a very high 
score. 

We are hoping this year to have many more entries for the 
marksman badge competition. This is the sort of thing that 
anyone who has attained only a moderate degree of accuracy 
can have a go at. A team has been entered for the Junior 
Winter competition, which is for the 16-18 year olds; if we 
find that we have more talent than we expected in this age 
group perhaps we can enter a second team before the entries 
close op Octobe.;r 26th. This. competition is on "postal" lines, 
and Will neceSSItate our havmg to borrow a 25 yards ran!;(e 
somewhere. We also hope to arrange some "shoulder 
to. shoulder" matches with other Clubs who have the use of 
full· sized ranges. The Club Championship is another compe~ 
tition to keep us busy during the season, and there is also the 
House Competition. We are hoping that Major Burge will 
again be able to arrange a match with Messrs. Baring Brothers 
at the London Scottish range, which we enjoy so very much. 
Our chief aim is, of course, to regain the Federation" Shield 
which we lost last year to Crown and Manor. ' 

And now a word or two on Range Safety. All members 
particularly newcomers, are requested to heed the few simpl~ 
rules that we enforce. The rifle must be Jeft on the mat 
until you are actually given the order to fire. I saw what 
could very easily have been a nasty accident once with some
one fiddling about with a rifle whi.ch he did not realise was 
loaded. Working as we do in a rather confined space rifles 
must be handled carefully at all times; never swing 0; wave 
the rifles about ever. 

Finally, for those members of the Old Boys' Club who 
mi~h t be interested in rifle shooting, there is a very good 
rifle club< locally. It meets every Mondav evening in the 
T.A. Drill Hall at HilIman Street, just by the Town Rail in 
Mare Street. They could do with a few more l<een ~ew 
members. A.D. 
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TIT BITS 
Manorites Dave Birch, "Scotty" Ga~re~t ~nd Ken Willsor; 

played a big part in the London FederatIOn s victory oyer Lords 
Colts at Lord on September 2pd. Dave stoo.d h!s ground 
against some fine bowling, helping .the FederatlOn.lll a race 
against the clock. Although u?sulted. ·by the wicket, Ken 
Willson had few runs scored off his bowllllg and took two valu
able wickets for sixteen. 

Congratulations also to "Scotty" Garrett on being selected 
to play for the London Minor Football Tca~ ver.sus Kent at 
Folkestone in the F.A. County Youth ChampIOnship Match. 

I forget the last time the Junio.r Cricket XI did ~ot win the 
Federation Junior Cup. ."-':'he Semors w~r~ once agam runners
up in the Senior CompetltlOn to that bnlhant team Canterbury 
Oxford and Bermondsey. The league positions were exactly 
the same; Juniors at the top and Seniors runners-up. 

So keen on Soccer are our Boys' Club members at prese~t 
that no less than seven Saturday teams are fielded. Add thiS 
to the Old Boys' five, and a dozen Saturday teams from one 
Club must surely be a record. 

Those present at the Boxing Club's first. DinI!-er ~nd Dance 
could lay claim to twelv~ A.B.A. C~amplOnshlp titles, three 
Olympic titles, thre.e Empire 9"ame~ tit.les r:nd countless Open 
Competition and minor champIOnshlp VIctOries. Although con
fined to Old Boys, the youngest "Boxi-?g waiter" w~s f~urte.en 
and one month and the oldest guest Bill Carpenter In hiS mld
seventies with ~ record of over 50 years in amateur boxing. 
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Marriages 
E. "Tucker" Payne. 

DRAMA ACTIVITIES 
(CONVERSATION PIECE) 

Going to Drama this year? 
Dunno; when is it? 
Thursdays at a quarter to eight. 
In the 'all? 
No, downstairs in the caretaker's room. 
What 'fru the Old Boys? 

"ONLOOKER. " 

Yes they don't mind-if you're quick. 
Do~'t fancy it meself. You going? 
Yes, I'd like to take a part and to learn to speak correctly. 
Wasser matter wiv the way ycr talk naow; same as me, 

ain't it? 
That's exactly what I mean. They say he's a bit of a 

tartar, though. 
'Oo? 
Tall bloke with a black hat-drama coach. 
Oh, 'im! 
Still, they won the Fed. Shakespeare last year. 
The Fed. wot? 
Shakespeare. 
'Oo's 'e, the bloke wiv the black hat? 
No, listen to .me. They got medals and first dass, 

N.A.B.C. certificates. 
Wot, just fer dressing up and shoutin' about on a stage? 

Easy, ain't it? 
You think it's so easy, why don't you try it? 
I'll fink about it! 
A bit above you, I suppose. You can concentrate on, 

kicking a football, but I doubt if you can apply the 
same powers of concentration to learning a part and 
getting in to the team. 

I'd get into the team all right. I can act good! Better'n 
'alf them blokes on the Telly! 

Well join, then; what are you waiting for? 
What good's it going ter do me? 
Well you'll get some basic training in the most important 

art in the world, how to walk and talk. And you'll 
get confidence, too. . 

I got plenty of that! 
You think you have. But when you're faced in life with 

a situation where something important depends on the 
impression you make, it will be the same thing as 

walking on to a stage and successfully delivering a 
speech. 

B. My bruvver was best man at a wedding larst week-made 
a shockin' 'ash of it! 

A. Exactly! Coming along to Drama? 
B. I'll 'ave a bash! You talked me into it. 
A. See you don't talk yourself out of it-here comes the 

Coach! CALL-Boy. 

Thirty-five years is a long, long time, but that is exactly 
how long these "Whispers" have been running; this month 
celebrates its 35th birthday, and what a story they have told 
over the years. Of happy associations of hundreds of members, 
of a rapidly changing world, and a Club which has always 
been the best of its kind. Two generations, at least, have 
passed in that time; boys who joined the Club when "Whis
pers" first appeared are now grandfathers. To old-timers like 
myself, it makes one reaJi~e how time has ~lipped away, and 
wish the days could be lIVed all over agam. As I Sit and 
ponder, so many wonderful memories come crowding into my 
mind, memories of grand Clubites, many of whom are still 
with us but alas, many who have passed on, and the finest 
group ~f Managers any community could ever wish to have. 
It is difficult to describe the Wick as it was when these men 
first took an interest in us, and from a very small Club at the 
corner of Daintry Street visualised the great organisation we 
are to-day. I often wonder if they ever thought it would 
grow to its present dimensions and to be known throughout 
the sporting world as it is to-day. There were about 30 
members when I first joined in 190,7, and my bank book 
stilI bears the low number of 11. The Wick was different. 
It was a dead-end, inhabited by dead-end kids, the marshes 
were a boundary and the village of Leyton was almost un
known. Stratford was known because a famous train used 
to run to and from Victoria Park to Stratford, known as the 
"Stratford Jack," whilst the only contact with Leyton was an 
old cart track which was more often than not under water, 
and in the winter, when it was frozen over, it was possible 
to skate from the Wick Bridge to Lea Bridge, and when this 
took place hundreds of people from all over London would 
fill the Wick, and it became a place of merriment, with 
naphtha lamps burning, and booths; the marshes would be 
turned into an immense fair and the fun would last all day 
and night long while the ice remained. The Wick was cer
tainly an entirely different place to what it is to-day, and' 
if what I understand to be correct the planners will soon 
alter it all again, as it is scheduled for an industrial area. 
But the old Club will go on, a place of fellowship, a home 
from home for many generations of lads in this part of Lon
don, and I know this is the wish of all those grand Managers 
who ·made the Club possible. I would like to think "CHIN
WAG" and "Whispers" will also go on when the presen t 
writers have outlived their usefulness. "CHIN-WAG" is the 
greatest link the Club has with its members dotted all over 
the world and in parts of the old country too far to visit very' 
frequently, and those other members who, although having 
the Club very much at heart, are prevented from using it due 
to other commitments, and there are many of them. The 
Manor family are many and varied, and the numbers will 
grow as the years pass. 

As I look back over the years I think of Mr. Welleslcy, 
who was always a help and inspiration, imd probably the' 
biggest critic of "Whispers." He never failed to pull some
thing out of the bag if he thought I had made a misstate
ment and I thought he had forgotten it, until last sUmmer at 
the Isle of Thorns he came over and said, "When I was look
ing at CHIN-WAG last month I took my pen and made a 
whole lot of marks where I thought you were wrong. 
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'YVhispers' looked pretty bad when I had finished." I would 
lIked to have listened to more; it was just like turning the 
clock back. 

I. remember h~m once challenging me to vvrite a rhyme, 
agamst one of hiS, for a new hat. We both did. I do nM 
know who won-the hat was never purchased' but if they 
had been put before judges I ~ould probably ha~e been a bad 
second, b~cause he could wnte excellent verse. Here is a 
sample wntten during the 1914-18 war; two verses only from 
memory from a long poem:-

Sometimes I wish my dreams would hold me 
Fast in their arms, while the years roll by' 
Whilst a mountain of blissful peace surrou~d me 
So long as the war clouds fill the sky. 
But wake me up when the war is over, 
Bang on my bedroom door and say: 
The boys are all on their way from Dover
We're opening the Old Boys' Club to-day. 

I can on!y hope he picks up his pen and starts sc,ribbing 
all over thiS CHIN-WAG or, better still writes some of his 
memories of the Club's early days. ' 

I shall. always remember him one Saturday evening after I 
had let mr:e goals pass ;me playing against Fairbairn, the first 
an.d ot;ly,tIme I played III goal for the Club, my usual position 
bemg mSlde forward or half-back and he asked me if r had 
drawn Fairb~irn in the sweep! r't was a lovely crack, worthy 
of the occaSion, and one of those happy memories that mean 
so much as one grows older. 

Anot~er good member passed away recently in the person of 
Sam Vlll~ent. He was not a frequent visitor to the Club 
because .hls home wa~ at Margate, where he had established 
a b.oardmg-house bus mess. Sam and his wife worked hard 
dunng the season, and nothing was too much trouble for 
the~. Mat;y friends whl? have stayed with them have been 
~ehghte? Wlt~ t~e h.omelmess and comfort. He did a great 
J,?b d~flng. hiS hfe, 1Il the true Manor Spirit, and we hope 
hiS Wife Will have the. goo~ he~lth to carry on; they' were 
such good pals, she Will mIss him. We mourn the passing 
of a very fine Manorite. While he lived in the Wick Sam 
was a regular at the Club. ' 

Congratulations to David Birch, who was awarded a cricket 
bat as the London Fed.'s best all-rounder of the season' He 
was presented .with it .after the annual match with the M.C.C, 
Young ProfeSSIOnals, 1Il which he scored 36 runs and took a 
wi.cket. It wa~ th~ first time in five years the Fed. has won 
thIS fixture, wInch IS played at Lords. Also in the team were 
two other good cricketers from the Club in Kenny Willson 
and Len Garrett, and they all gave a very good account of 
themselves. 

I was present at. the A:sen~l shareholders' meeting a few 
days ll;go, ~nd very mterestm& It was, too. After the ordinary 
finanCIal Side was dealt With, questions were asked and 
answered by Te;>m ~hittaker, among the old greys and balds. 
There was terl'lfic mterest, and they all knew the best team 
to put the Arsenal back on the map; many of these elderly 
get;tlemen have been shareholders for over forty years, and 
beheve ~e they. knew football from the days of the Romans. 
Tom Whittaker mtroduced a lovely note to his press critics and 
others when he said, "It is all very well to pick a team on 
M~nday morning; .1 have. to pick mine on Friday." And 
whJ\e he was talkmg' behInd him stood the First Division 
Cha~pion.ship Cup, the Combination Cup and the Shield for 
the vl~toflOUS 3rd Team. Could you wish for more? Arsenal 
haye JUs! struck the bad patch that most teams have. In 
spite of .It all, do not be surprised to see them at WembIey 
next SprIng. 

The boxers put on the ~es~ dinner yet staged at the Club, 
and everyo?e had a hand In It. The boxers peeled the pota
t~es and dId. the chores, Mrs. Forman and her merry maids 
dId the cookll1g, members of the Boys' Club acted as waiters 
and the result-a delightful- meal, well planned and well 

s~rved. On each table was a huge bottle of wine, of unknown 
vlptage, and of even more unknown potency. It was decorated 
with a label which proclaimed that it was "Highly Inflam
mable,". and it was good; so good, in. fact, that nobody took 
any notICe of the label, and a grand time was had by all
even the tee~otallers like "Aggie," "Sherbie" and "Bossy" felt 
warmed by Its contents! The floral decorations in the hall 
were excellent. In each corner, tastefully arranged, was a 
small garden of flowers backed by some yellow chrysanthe
mums, and all around were flower boxes with more flowers 
from the "Crawley Nurseries" on the tables. During the 
even!ng "Webbo" ~as obs~rved wearing onc of Taff's giant 
dahlias, nearly as big as hIS head! The arrangements, made 
by George Jackson, were a great credit to the section and 
the Club, and must have impressed the many distinguished 
guest~ and visitors, who included Mr. J. T. Hulls, of the 
Evenzng News and Mr. W. Bartlernan of The Star. Th;s 
was 0t;e of th~ fe~ occasions in the Club- when members 
entertamed their wives an1 lady friends. There were very 
fe:-v speec~es, and. th~ evepmg ll;fter the dinner was taken up 
with d<l;ncmg and Jo.lhficatlon, With an occasional visit to Mine 
Hosts, m the .capaclty of Johnny Phillips, assisted by George 
and Mrs. Pettlpher, to whom full marks-but no chalk ones! 

. During the dinner the Senior Cup was presented to Alf 
Drew. and the Junior Cup (t~e Davi~ Shaw-Ker:tnedy Trophy) 
to VIC Cowley. Harry Mallm was III the ChalT and boxing 
star~ of the past and present in Fred Grace Fred Mallin 
Erme Osg~oel, Fre~ Beldom, Stan Simpson,' Ernie Woods: 
Doug Goldl!1g, EddIe Woollard, Peter Sking-Iey, Joe Nicholls, 
Len Browmng, Ron Davenport, Arthur Jacobs, and many 
others were there. to support him. Mr. Phillip ConneIl, a 
~ower of strength In prewar days; Arthur Poole, now a prom
lllent i\.B.A. referee 'and worker for the North-East Division 
they With many others were all there with their wives and 
!ady.friends te;> join in ~he fun. To sum up, the function was 
not Just a wm on p~mts fo.r the Boxing Club, but a real 
knock-out, A great Idea thiS, started by the Harriers, fol
lo:-ved by ~he Footbapers, and ?OW the Boxers, these functions 
w1l1 grow III popularity, and WIll r am sure cement the mem
bers even closer together as the years roll on. 

Further Notes by "Evergreen" 
The September issue containing references to Mr. Swift 

suggests many thoughts of this great man of the Wick in th~ 
early days of the Club; his great love for the thousands of 
lad.s who passed through his hands, first when he was at 
Galllsborough Road S<:hool, and later at Windsor Road, later 
to be re-named Berkslure. 

In those far-away days teaching in the Wick was not too 
happy, not only for the teacher but sometimes for the taught 
corporal punishment being necessary at times to make both 
teaching and learning possible. It was a frequent occurrence 
at first for an angry. parent to complain to the Headmaster, 
but by tactful handl.mg and t~e knowl.edge that the sparing 
of the rod, was tending to spOil the c.hIld, came the growing 
ut;derstandmg between parent, teacher, and the child, and 
thmgs became smoother as a result. 

Music afforded recreation in the School, when unpleasant 
tasks were forgotten; German songs were learned; the Gaudea
mus, the Harrow Song Book. Sullivan's Church Music and 
John Farmer's Carols providing great variety and interest. 
Games on Mabley Green in the dinner hour-:-before the advent 
of organised games during school time-were eagerly looked 
forward to, and before many months had gone a Junior team 
was .entered from Berkshire Road in the Hackney Schools 
League, after much practice and trial games. The Girls' 
Dep,;rtmcnt of the School also played their part by providing 
;,he .Jerseys f.or t~~ .team, a local wag naming the team the 
Shimmy Bngade III consequence! This nickname diel not 

prevent the boys from playing good football although it made 
for a l~ttle blushing on the part of some me~bcrs of the team! 
In .tI;elr very first season they. won a cup presented for com
petitIOn am?I?& the Schools m the South Hackney Parlia. 
mentary DIVlSlOIl by that great character, Mr. Horatio 
Bottomley. 

Success of the team followed success, and one of the 
proudest moments of the Sehool was when they gained a vic-

i 
I 
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tory over the South Hackney Central School,. always the 
king pin until then of Schools football. . For thls mat~h the 
Berkshire Road team were fitted out wlth a set of Jerseys 
presented by Mr. G. V. Wellesley, who took such an interest 
in the Schools; he also had a pitch marked out on the Hackney 
Downs for the Intermcdiate Cup Final between Berkshire 
Road and Wilton Road, the latter being directed in those days 
by Mr. Schumacher, the famous F.A. Cup Final referee, and 
a schoolmaster himself. Most people thought that the match 
was a foregone conclusion for Wilton Road, but it was not to 
be, for Berkshire won by 3 goals to 2, Joe Graves getting the 
winning goal. Jimmy Lewis, now the boss at Walthamstow 
Avenue, has a photo of this winning team. Jimmy himsel~ was 
a pocket-sized J. Sharp or W. Bassett, names to be conjured 
with in the football world of those days. 

(To be contiued) 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Fusilier Tom Jones has arrived in Egypt after spending 30 

days on a cruise, and says: "The camp is rather a large one 
and is situated a few hundred yards from the banks of the 
Suez Canal. We have only been in Egypt a few days and 
already we are playing cricket. Yesterday I played in the 
Battalion cricket trials, and am sorry to say was in very bad 
form. I failed to get a wicket, and when it was my turn to 
bat I was clean bowled by another Manorite, Freddie Bevan, 
but not before I had scored four runs with my famous sweep 
to leg. (Shades of Lords.) You may be interested to know 
that Bill Cox (Stowe) and Ronnie Trott (Old Ford Meth.) were 
also playing. I have mentioned these two because they both 
played in the London Fed. Cricket team at Lords in 1950 
and 51. I would like to know if there are a.ny Manorites 
serving out here, because I would like to see a few of the old 
faces again. That's all for now, and am looking forward to 
September's CHIN-WAG, and remember me to all the boys; 
I hope to be seeing them soon. D.T.M." 

Signalman Len Hough writes "he is very sorry he has not 
written before; has just arrived back to the M.E. after spend
ing three months in Kenya fighting the bandits, and found 
three CHIN-WAGS waiting for him. I was very pleased to 
keep 1.Ip to date with the sport at the Club which has been 
having a very nice season, and I am very proud of being a 
member of such a fine Club. Things are just about the same 
here, and now the new lads have arrived it gives us a break. 
We were in the jungle for ten weeks and lived mostly on 
fruit which we had to find ourselves. The worst part of it 
was at night, when you hear all kinds of sounds which are 
not very nice. There are many swamps and it's very un
pleasant crossing them, they seem to suck you under all the 
time, and it's only the ropes that hold you up. The smell is 
indescribable to anyone. Well, it's very nice being back and 
looking forward to receiving next month's CHIN-WAG. Please 
remember me to George Jackson and Mr. Brook, and if you 
see Ken Lowe or Dennis Jennings tell them I'll be seeing them 
soon. V.T.M." 

Geoff Watford, with the R.A.F. at Habbaniya, writes: I 
am sorry not to have written before, and I dare not make the 
excuse that I have been working, because such comment would 
cause nothing but amusement. However, here are a few lines 
to let you know that the "Manor" spirit is still alive in this 
part of the world as, judging by the correspondence section 
of CHIN-WAG, it is everywhere. 

I have the August number of the magazine in front of me 
and am so very glad to see that the Club is in no way letting 
up in its search for and attainment of success. It is won
derful to know that Derek Cox is doing so well; it was such 
a pity that he could not do his usual 6 ft. 4 ins. in the Inter
national event with Sweden. Congratulations also to Ken 
Fennell, who is now getting good results to match his en
thusiasm in the swimming and polo world. 

With the professional football season already several weeks 
old and the amateurs also getting under way, the season 
can be said to be really here now. We do not start playing 
ourselves until mid-October, and I hope that by then I shall 
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have got myself fit enough to take part in some of the matches. 
Due to the fact tha~ I am 01;1 the watch system I shall not 
be able to play as much as I would like, but my main object 
will be to try to get myself fit for my return to England in 
January and to play in one of the Club teams. With myoid 
football boots now looking very much the worse for wear, 
after a season on these hard sand pitches, I have got myself 
a new pair, and they are all ready now for "breaking in." 
It is good news that an agreement has at long last been reached 
in Korea. To-day's news is all about the ex-prisoners of war 
coming home; we -had quite a lot of the wounded passing 
through here and stopping overnight. My brother sent me a 
letter to tell me about the wonderful holiday that he has just 
had in Austria with the other Club chaps. They met George 
Lester in Vienna, who was able to show them around; I can 
well understand they had a good time together. I also had 
a letter from Mr. Wal Law to say that the Art class is still 
as full as ever, with lots of enthusiasm and promise. He was 
writing from the Isle of Wight, on holiday, basking in the 
sunshine. 

I paid a very interesting visit to Baghdad recently. We 
were shown around the locomotive sheds, and also the Bagh
dad Broadcasting Station. It was after 6 p.m. when we finally 
left this place, which is about four miles outside Baghdad, 
for the return journey into Camp. We then ran into a shock
ing sandstorm. There were six of us in the taxi, including 
the native driver, who informed us that he knew the road 
well, but in these conditions his knowledge was useless. Every 
so often we had to get out and brush the sand away to see if 
we were still on the road; we seemed to be more often off it 
than on! At about 10.30 p.m. we were near the Camp, when 
we stopped for good. The driver had turned right a little 
too soon, and instead of being on the road to the pontoon 
bridge which crosses the Euphrates, we were all set for a 
run into the river itself. We eventually got into Camp just 
before 11 p.m., which was a bit of luck for me, as I was on 
the night watch starting at 11 p.m. Cheerio until next time. 
V.T.M. 

Ian Halliday, writing from Ludvika, in Sweden: Although 
Ludvika is rather a small place I have been quite busy mak
ing many new friends, all of whom would much rather I talk 
English, so that they can learn it, rather than I try to talk 
Swedish. It is very surprising the number of people who 
want to learn English. At the moment, however, my best 
friend is my pocket dictionary, which accompanies me every
where and is more than merely useful. There is dancing in 
the Folkets Park three times a week. If you can imagine a 
Club dance with everybody dancing around wearing their hats, 
co.ats and scarves, you might get a little idca of what it is 
like! It is. of course, open-air dancing, and finishes on Wed
nesdays and Sundays at midnight and on Saturdays at 1 a.m. 
That is another very interesting point. Although the people 
here get up very early in the morning, they are always very 
backward about going to bed in the evenings; the times that 
the dances finish will give you some idea of what I mean. 
Another point-last week two or three of the factory workers 
said that they would be working overtime. In England one 
usually associates this with one or possibly two hours' extra 
work. But not here in Sweden; they go home at the usual 
time for dinner, 4.30 p.m., come back to work at 5.30 p.m., 
work on until 11 p.m. or later, and are back in the morning 
at 7 a.m. Which reminds me that my dinner must be ready, 
and my landlady, a dear soul, does not like me to be late. 
So cheerio, and V.T.M. 

ETON MANOR FOOTBALL CLUB'S annual DANCE 
at the CLUB, Riseholme Street 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7th, 1953 

CHRIS SLEMMING and his BAND 

Admission 3/- No Jiving 

Make this a real Footballer's get-together 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

I t ~as bee!! the practice in CHIN-WAG to publish details of 
Marnages, BIrths, etc., .of members and oif their families, but I 
c~n only recollect one mstance when reference was made to a 
blrthd~y, a~d that was on the occasion of Mr. Alfred Wagg's 
seventleth blrthday. 

Now it is my very proud and pleasant duty to announce 
throu.gh the mediuI? .of this magazine, that on November 24th 
of thlS year Mr. Vllhers will be reaching the same age and I 
know that all members of the Eton Manor Club and 'readers 
of CHIN-WAG would like me to wish him, on their behalf, very 
many happy returns of the day. 

You 'Y"il~, ~ think, all agree with me that for purely selfish 
r~asons lt IS lmportant to all of us that this day should con. 
t111~«: to be celebr.at.ed for many years to come for, modest and 
retmng .~ Mr. Vllhers is ~n character, it is he who has guided 
our d~st1111es. for t~e l~~t thIrty years. It is due to his generosity, 
combmed wIth ~l1S VlSlon and. foresight, that we have the best 
Spor.ts Ground m London, wlth cricket and football grounds 

. tenms ~nd squ~sh courts, swim!llin!\" pool, floodlighting and th~ 
9lymplc. runmng track. It IS hlS constant and un flagging 
mterest m the Club that keeps it always so very much alive 
and. there c~n be very f~w among us who have not from time 
to tlme recelVed from hIm some personal kindness. 

. So M.any Happy Returns indeed, and so say all of us. May 
h~s commg years be filled to overflowing with all possible hap
pmess. and success. 

THIl:. EDITOR. 

Mr. ALFRED WAGG 
. The many friends .in the 91ub of Mr. Wagg will be interested 
m the .followmg notlce whiCh appeared in a recent edition of 
The Ttmes:-

"There will be much regret in the City at the news that 
Mr. Alfred Wagg has decided to retire at the end of this year 
fr?m the .chairmanship of Helbert, Wagg and Go., though he 
WIll remam on the board. Mr. Wagg has been chairman of 
the. firm for mo,re than 30 years. He will be succeeded in the 
~halr by Mr. LlOnel Fraser, who has been associated with him 
m the mana.gement of ~he firm's affairs for many years and who 
also. bears .lmportant l11dustrial responsibilities, including the 
chalrmanslllp of Babcock and Wilcox. 

"Mr. Wagg, in spite of ~he quietr;tess and m,?desty of his 
manner and approach to thmgs, has lmpressed hIS personality 
deeply on the City. Quiet and self-effacing rather than re
servcd, he has made ma!!¥ friends, all of whom have learned 
that they co~!d rely u~falhn~ly on his help, advice, and loyalty. 
In the. tradltlO!"! of hIS famIly, which has borne an honoured 
name m.the Clly for more than a century and a half he has 
~hown hImself ap excellent man of business, with a first-rate 
Judg~ent .of thm.gs ar:d an even finer judgment of people. 
Outslde CIty affalrs, hIS great interest in life for many years 
has been in the running of Boys: Clubs: the great permanent 
cam~ at .As~down Forest owes VIrtually everything to his help 
~md l11Splr~l!-0n. He. has always. been a believer in youth and 
ltS ~apab~htles. It 1.S perhaps- 111. character that, though he 
carnes hlS years easlly and remalns as hale and hearty as 
ever, he should decide now to hand over the help to a younger 
man." 

OLD BOYS NOTES 
The Co~mittee. on behalf of aU members, send warmest 

ct;mgratulatlOns and best wishes to Mr. Villiers on his 70th 
blrthday, and hope that he wiIJ long be with us to see Eton 
Manor go from strength to strength in the years to come 

To him the Club owes so much that it would take lo~g to 
tell. of all the benefits and privileges he has placed at our 
servlc:, and. he. has also done so much for people in the sur
roundmg dIstncts that no man, Save himself, knows how 
many they are and. what they are. What a record! 

Your health" Mr. Villiers! 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 25th October, 1953 
Lord Pakenham presided over an attendance of some 200 

members, Mr. Ronald Shaw-Kennedy having been unable t 
the last moment to take the chair. After the minutes h:d 
been taken as read, Alf Pearson said that the new rules passed 
last year had not been printed owing to the pending change of 
name of the Club. 

Bert Barnes, Chairman of the Committee said they had had 
a busy year and explained how it was now' necessary for Club 
dances to ~e conducted in accordance with L.C.C. regulations, 
and that SIX stewards. should be appointed and their names 
reported to the Committee. 

"Dusty" Sawyer (Actg. Hon. Treasurer) explained the details 
?of our "finances and added that the transfer of the former 
froz~n funds of the Old Boys' Club and Veterans' Club re

spectlVely had now been transferred to the present Club but 
these sums were not shown in the accounts as the transfe; had 
not been completed until after the end of our financial year. 

AIf Pearso~, having referred to the death of Stan Peck last 
year, and SII' Edward Howarth and Sam Vincent recently 
announced that the full strength of membership was now abouf 
900; 613 of these were.iuIJ members, 151 were in H.M. Forces, 
96 were Supe.rs. (home and overseas), 26 Honorary, and two 
unde,r suSpe~Sl?n, the b~lance being Managers. The Fed. Old 
Boys Asso~latJon now mcluded about half-a-dozen clubs for
merly formmg the London Federation of Working Mcn's Clubs 
so that a greater de.gree of competition in the indoor game~ 
events, under the gmdance of our own special committee was 
hoped for. ' ' . 

Silver spoons were presented to the winners of the Club 
Championships :-

Billiards-A. A. Thompson. Snooker-L. Macey. 
Table Tennis-Ken Beamish. Darts-J. Castleman. 
Shove-ha'penny-A. Larbey. Draughts-H. Candice. 
Alf Pearson (Hon. Sec.) and Jack Davis (Hon. Treas.) were 

re-elected, and "Dusty" ~awyer was elected as Assistant Hon. 
Treasurer, and the followmg elected to serve on the Committee: 
L. Andrews, H. Barnes, H. Candice, 1. Coplovitch, R. Gregory, 
A. F; Hodges, A. Larbey, L. Mace, V. Smith G. Skelsey 
J. Stlll:nell and W. Law, "Dusty" Sawyer now 'becoming a~ 
ex-offiCIO member of the Committee. 
Th~ Secretary said that following the creation of Life Mem

bers~lp last year the Committee had devised and had made a 
speCial gold badge for such members. The one passed round 
for all to .see was intended to be presented to Mrs. S. Peck. 
The meeting endorsed this action and agreed that similar 
b.adges should be presented to other Life Members upon elec
tlon .. Also approved was a form of certificate for presentation 
to LIfe Member .•. 

"Dick" Hodges, seconded by Len Mace, moved that the 
name of the Club should be "Eton Manor" instead of as at 
present. Alf Pearson explained that the existing title of the 
Club was very cumbrous and that the combined Clubs now 
functioncd so well and happily that it was anomalous to 
preserve the present disfnction on paper between Old Boys 
and Veterans. The only reason why "Eton Manor" was not 
favoured was because its adoption for this side of the Club 
would lead to endless confusion with correspondence and add 
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to the difficulties of separating various Club banking accounts. 
Jack Castleman had other ideas on this, but on a show of hands 
the title "Eton Manor Old Boys' Club" was strongly approved, 
and this is now the official name of the Club. 

The much vexed question of Rule Sthen came up for dis
cussion. Vic Payne and WaIter Pennicutt proposed what was 
virtually a new rule to replace the old, but which transferred 
from sectional committees to the General Committee the onus 
of granting permission for members to play for or represent 
other clubs. 

"Goosey" and Dickie Rankin also moved an addition to the 
existing rule which would have denied to those grante~ .p.er
mission (with certain exceptions) "the use of any of the facIiltles, 
either at the Club, or on the Sports Grounds of the Club." 

The intention of the first proposal was to ensure equal and 
impartial treatment of all applicants by the General Committee, 
and that of the second to deter applicants and to restrict greatly 
their use of the Club if granted permission. 

Debate on this question ranged widely, and points raised 
by various members showed that it was not wise to adopt too 
rigid an attitude in dealing with this matter whilst deploring 
members seeking to go outside for purely personal reasons. 
However, Alf Pearson and Bert Barnes stated how the rule was 
interpreted by the Committee, how all applicants now had 
to be seen and heard in person by the Sectional Committee, 
and how few members had been granted permission by the Gen
eral Committee---one only in the past eight years. Other mem
bers had been cautioned, refused, or struck off for breach of 
the rule. This being ,so, Alf Pearson contended there was no 
case for any change, and the rule itself would not have been 
needed if a greater sense of loyalty existed amongst members. 
Members granted permission by the Committee were already 
denied all facilities for training in whatever activity they en
gaged in for the benefit of any other club. Both proposals were 
heavily defeated. 

All the Honorary Members were re-elected, and the name 
of Mr. L. Dertnahay (Otters trainer) was added to the list. 

Secretaries of all the various athletic activities reported 
briefly on their successes and progress, and all showed a lively 
concern for further actievements. 

Thc mceting concluded with Bert Barnes moving a hearty 
vote of thanks to the Chairman for taking the meeting at such 
very short notice. 

Members Struck Off 
A. E. Holton, for playing football on the Wildierne:rs for 

another club without seeking permission under Rule S. Holton 
resigned before he could be summoned" to attend before Com
mittee. 

Struck off after suspension for subscription arrears: - G. J. 
R. Bennett, G. C. Buse, R. S. Clifford, V. A. Clifford, R. M. 
Dick, R. Hackett, F. C. Hickman, J. D. Hutchinson, L. J. 
Kendrick, A. S. Lyons, R. J. Onions, L. R. Pavitt, Sid Peck, 
J. M. Sibba1d. 

A. W.P. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE DANCE 
This is fixed for Thursday, December 31st. Tickets will be 

3/6 each. The band will be Eric Roy and His Music, so 
come and have a really good time and meet all your friends. 
Owing to L.C.C. regu1ation& we cannot conduct an Old Time 
Dance in the small hall, and although this will disappoint 
lovers of thc Gay Gordons and other favourites the Committee 
do hope that the attendance will not suffer on that account. 

Reflections after the Old Boys A.G.M. 
Dicky Hodges: "You've forgotten to mention one item, Mr. 

Treasurer 1" 
"Aggie": "Getting all emotional I" 

George Pettipher: "Improving the appearance of the Stage!" 
Alf Pearson: "The moving finger writes 1" 
Les Golding: "Bobbing up and "down like this I" 
"Lofty Streeter: "The principles of British Justice 1" 
Wally Pennicutt: "A point of order, Mr. Chairman I" 
Gordon Draper: "There's nothing much wrong with the 

Otters 1" 
Charlie Stent: "Moving into higher circles 1" 
Len Mace: "A good idea-I support it I" 
Dicky Rankin: "I don't agree with Mr. Osgood 1" 
Fred Bearfield: "The game's the thing I" 
Charlie Phillips: "W"e must have your support 1" 
Ernie Osgood: "The country must come" first 1" 
Lord Pakenham: "A late lunch or an early dinner I" 
Vic Payne: "My learned friend I" 
Johnny Holmes: "Anyone got a spare lorry?" 
"Dusty" Sawyer: "The position regarding the frozen funds 1" 
General Opinion: "We must find another subject for next 

year's A.G.M. to ensure a good house I" 

"THE MIXER." 

BOYS CLUB 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Boys'. Club Annual General Meeting, held in the Hall 
on October 5th, followed the now generally accepted pattern 
of other years, with section reports, etc. Even so, these meet
ings still continue to attract a fairly good attendance, there 
being over 200 members present on this occasion. Opening 
the meeting, the Chairman, Mr. R. F. Shaw-Kennedy, said 
that with so many members present it was a splendid indication 
of the interest taken in the Club and its activities. From all 
accounts and from his personal knowledge it had again been 
a very successful year in the history of the Club, particularly 
for the Harriers and the Drama Group. The Chairman also 
referred to the very happy Camp which had been held at the 
Isle of Thorns during August, which had been made possible 
by the kindness of Mr. Wagg. Mr. Shaw-Kennedy made refer
ence to the great loss the Club had suffered in the passing 
of Sir Edward Howarth recently,and paid tribute to his ster
ling qualities, and of his work for the Club and with youth for 
a great many years. He was, the Chairman said, a small man 
with a great heart, and his life was an example to us all. 

Mr. George Jackson, speaking about the Club, dealt with the 
difficulties in connection with subscription arrears and with the 
"inactivity of certain members, and appealed to members for 
better co-operation in these matters. He also referred to the 
counter attractions to be found in these days, particularly tele
vision and evening classes. It was his view that it was possible 
for members to enjoy these things and still make full use of 
the Club on other evenings. 

Mr. E. B. Baring, introduced by the Chairman as one of the 
older Mana,gers of the Club, said that this was a very happy 
and wonderful year in the history of the Club, as it marked 
the seventieth birthday of that great man of Eton Manor, 
Mr. Villiers. Everybody in the Club knew him,but it was 
right that the younger members should know that he had spent 
his life in the Club and for the Club. Although by this reck
oning Mr. Villiers was getting older, he was still a very young 
man, and this was entirely due to his outlook on life and his 
long association with young people. Mr. Baring congratulated 
the Club and all the many sections on another year of pro
gress and splendid achievements, and wished members the best 
of luck and further successes in the coming year. 

Various Hon. Secretaries and Instructors gave the meeting 
short reports regarding the sections and the activities, from 
which it was apparent that there was a great deal of keen
ness and enthusiasm, but that there was room for morc mem
bers in each section. 

After introducing the new Committee to the meeting, the 
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Chairman presented the House Championship Shield to the 
Captain of the winning House, Red, who were also the winning 
House and Shield-holders for First Aid. He then presented 
the "Herbert Hoare" Memorial Trophy to Bill Glibbery who 
was adjudged by the" Committee to have done the most' work 
for the Club and Committee during the year. 

Mr. TafI Wilson, in proposing a vote of thanks to the Chair
man for presiding, said that the Club were indebted to Mr. 
~haw-Kennedy ~n so many ways, but that he would not go 
mto" all the detaIls as he knew that it was Mr. Shaw-Kennedy's 
wish that he should not do so. 

"THE SCRIBE. " 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 
It is very pleasing to report a successful beginning of the 

season and the development of a strong Junior side. I feel 
however that a word of advice to the Juniors would not be 
out of place. There was far too much horseplay and talking 
during the Brady game, which marred what was a most con
vincing win. 

The second team overwhelmed Central Y.M.C.A. by 25-0, 
and this with Tucker Payne off the field injured for most of 
the game. Don Bale scored two most exciting tries, and the 
Sargent brothers provided enthusiastic support; they are the 
most improved players in the team. 

There is one fault which has to be put right-all members of 
the teams must turn up for the Tuesday training sessions and 
so develop the understanding that was apparent in these games; 
this is essential for good rugby. 

"SCRUMMER." 

JUNIORS 

Additional fixtures have been arranged for the Juniors on a 
home and away basis with Barking Park Modern Junior O.B., 
Harrow Town, and Tottenham County High School, and our 
fixture list is now pretty full. 

During the last month we have played three matches
Cooper's Company Schools on October 4th, in which we were 
defeated by 14 points to 6, after we had taken an early lead. 
The general opinion of the experts was that we played typical 
beginning-of-the-season rugby, whatever that might be 1 Actu
ally it was a rather scrappy game. 

On October 17th we played Barking Park Modern at Bark
ing. It was agreed by all members of the team that this was 
easily our best performance to date, including last season. Our 
team really did look like a TEAM for the first time, with every 
player putting in everything against an experienced side. The 
result, a defeat by 3 points to 0, does not give a tr~e picture; 
a draw, or a win for the Manor would have been a falrer result. 

On October 18th we were at home to Brady, and won by 
33 points to o. There was very little good rugby, which was 
not surprising, as a team can only play as good as they are 
allowed by the opposition. Brady's standard, I am afraid, was 
much too poor to provide the scope needed. There were 
two things which stood out in this game; the handling ~nd 
passing needs improving, and some members are becomJl1g 
noticeably greedy. We must pay attention to these things. 

Alan Taylor deserved our thanks for being sporting enough 
to turn out for our opponents in the Bady and Cooper's games 
when they were short. Another item of interest is that Pat 
Williamson has at last lost his record of having played in every 
Junior game; he was rested for the Brady match. 

Last but not least least, we are lucky to have Fred Carring
to.n to once again take over the coaching of the Juniors. He 
WIll try to concentrate on the building up of future teams, 
and there is plenty of room for the younger members of the 
Club to take part. Particularly does this apply to those who 
are unable to gain a regular place in the soccer teams. 

"JUNIOR." 

TABLE TENNIS 
The season is now in full swing and it is very gratifying to 

me to report that we are off to a most successful start. Only 
one team has yet to win a match, and two teams are still 
unbeaten. With two matches played and won we have four 
teams going forward into the second round of the "Knock-out" 
Cup Competition. 

Ken Beamish has already played for the East London League, 
whilst honours have come to Ron Purcell in the Essex Junior 
team, also in the East London League Juniors, in which he is 
assisted by another member in George Hartland. 

November sees the start of the London League competition, 
with us in Division 1. The Leyton Youth League starts later 
in the month with young Peter Wall acting as Team Hon. 
Secretary. 

The Dairy Mirror Tournament has started and we are hop
ing that several of our entries will have a long run in this 
competition. 

Keep practising, lads. STAN JOHNSON. 

BOXING 
Inter-Club Boxing Match held at Riseholme Street, Satur

day, October 17th, 1953. Results of bouts involving Eton 
Manor boys:-

P. Abley, Eton Manor, beat F. Wadey, Brighton. 
D. Drew, Eton Manor, beat R. Bell, Brighton. 
S. Norton, Eton Manor, lost to T. Tulley, Brighton. 
B. Bonner, Eton Manor, lost to P. Rowland, Brighton. 
S. Tizzard, Eton Manor, beat G. Tulley, Brighton. 
J. Lloyd, Eton Manor, lost to" R. Morter, Brighton. 
J. Jones, Eton Manor, lost to D. Lane, Fairbairn. 
P. Shearing, Eton Manor, beat B. Slade, Fairbairn. 
E. White, Eton Manor, lost to NI. Meecham, Brighton. 

The rest of the evening's programme, fourteen bouts in all, 
was made up with matches between Fairbairn and Brighton. 
I t will be seen from the above that we lost the first leg of this 
annual home and away match by the odd bout, and will start 
at a slight disadvantage when we return to Brighton next April. 

We have certainly made a find in young Lloyd. Although 
losing a very close contest to a more experienced opponent, 
he had all the appearances of a good 'un. His footwork was 
not awfully r.ood. but his nice crisp punching and long left 
hand leads often landed on the target. With careful watch
ing and regular training Lloyd should stand a good chance in 
the Federation Novices next month. 

Pete Shearing continues to improve and is another good 
prospect; he did very well to outpoint Fairbairn's B. Slade. 
Carry on with the good work, Pete. The more established 
members, Pete Abley and Don Drew, both returned good wins, 
but in each case they were hard pressed against good opponents. 
A noticeably good thing ill both bouts was the aggressive way 
both Manor boys fought back when hard pressed. Don Drew's 
bout was probably the most exciting of the evening. Stan 
Norton, against a good experienced boxer, put up a good 
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scrap but his timing, due to bad footwork, was at fa~lt. He 
was obviously much stronger and possibly fitter than hIs oppo
nent but could not connect· I would suggest plenty of shadow 
boxi~g and the right kind df exercises. Stan Tizzard did well 
to outpoint one of the Brighton Tulleys and is to be congratu
lated. Both Ben Banner and John Jones had rather tough 
opposition and came unstuck a bit. However, it is all in the 
game, and these things do happen to the best. 

On October 27th Alf Drew fought a really splendid contest 
to outpoint Harry Shard, of Repton in a main contest at the 
Repton Club's charity show. The score at the time of enter
ing the ring was one win each and this was to be the "rubber." 
There was no doubt on this occasion, Alf clearly outpointed 
his experienced opponent, and his fine boxing promises big 
things for the coming season. 

At the same tournament Dickie Morton was unlucky to lose 
a very close decision to Repton's E. West in a keen j~nior 
contest. This was his first outing this year, and there IS no 
doubt that Dick is also going places. The third Manorite, Stan 
Norton, had his bout stopped because of his damaged eye. 

At the Stowe Club show on October 26th, Johnny Smith, 
the only Manoritc boxing at the show, was too good for J. 
Robinson and stopped him in the 3rd round. At the Crown 

'and MaJ;or Show on October 29th, Eddie Woollard had no 
fears for London A.B.A. heavyweight champion's reputation, 

'height and punching powers. Eddie pressed home with strong 
body punching throughout the four rounds, but Sammonds 
snatched a win by virtue of his long left hand leads. 

"WRIGHT HOOK." 

BOXING at the CLUB 
- ON 

Saturday, December 12th, at 7.30 

ETON MANOR BOYS 

REPTON BOYS 

ST.PANCRAS BOYS 

Tickets on Sale Now 2/6 1/6 

HARRIERS NOTES 
After our successes of the past few years it is rather dis

turbing to have to report that for the past month or. so wc have 
been on the slide. Attendances have been poor, WIth a hand
ful of Senior boys, half the usual number of Old Boys, and as 
for Juniors they have been almost non-existent. The recent 
change from the well-established Wednesday evenings to Tues
days may have affected the attendances and caused this decline, 
but whatever the reason, somehow it must be overcome. 

After that dismal start it is pleasing to report that one event 
had somc enthusiastic support and the House Comps. revived 
some of the old spirited rivalry, for most of the teams had a 
good sprinkling of lads whose main activity was other than 
Road Running, and in particular one must mention the Junior 
Rugby section who turned out in strength. The Senior race 
was won by Ted Konopka by 4 secs. ;from Tony May, with 
Mike Kcogh 3rd, and Terry Newman 4th. Green House were 
the team winners with 16 points; Red 2nd, 38 points; White 
3rd, 39 points; and Blue were left holding the wooden spoon, 
despite a gallant effort by hurdler Bill Glibbery, who ran a 

great race to finish 6th. Two teams contested the Junior 
event, which was won by Red House, who beat Green by 
17 points to 23 points. George Rarman and Dan Denham 
finished together, followed by Alan Hunt 3rd and M. Stribling 
4th. 

The annual 1 t miles road race was poorly supported and 
the field one of the smallest ever, but the 15 starters were all 
tried harriers, which made the handicapper's task much easier 
than usual. The race was wel! won by Peter Clark who, with 
an allowance of 55 secs. from the scratch man, clocked a 
nett time of 7 mins. 40 secs. ,"Chips" Williamson was 2nd, 
beaten by 1 sec., but returned the fastest time of 6 mins. 
51 secs. 

On Saturday, October 31st, we split forces, the Old Boys 
visiting Hornchurch and the Juniors going to Barnet for the 
annual fixture with Shaftesbury Harriers. Hornchurch is a 
new club, and this fixture was their first competitive experi
ence over country, but we found their course a good one with 
a fair measure of plough to negotiate. Unfortunately, owing 
to lack of markers, the first six (which included our leading 
four Geo. Smith, Sid Morley, Bill Jenner and Ron Skelsey) 
wen~ off the course, and the race was left wide open for the 
wily veterans and the inexperienced youngsters to battle {)ut~ 
It was like old times to see Harry Hart leading the field, and 
had he been certain of the route there can be little doubt 
that he would have been first home. However, he had to 
give way to a youngster from the home club, but backed up by 
Derek Myers (4th) and Les Golding (7th) we managed to win 
on the re-arrangement of three scoring by 13 points to 14. 
Fairbairn were 3rd with 20 points. 

At Barnet both Shaftesbury and ourselves fielded 8 aside, 
and it was agreed that, barring accidents, all should score. 
This was a Junior match (under 21) and several of the oppo
nents were a little older than our lads, who were all Youths 
(under 18), but the Manor put up a good show over a course 
made rather heavy by continual rain. Ted Konopka was our 
fil'st man home, in 3rd position, followed by Mike Keogh 7th, 
Terry Newman 9th, Dan Denham 10th, Nick Holness 11th, 
Terry Crouch 12th, Peter Clark and Colin Huggett bringing 
up the rear (15th). Result: Shaftesbury 53 points; Eton 
Manor, 83 points. 

The Harriers' Annual Dinner will be a little different this 
year in that, by popular request, it has been agreed to extend 
a very cordial invitation to the wives and lady friend.s. Tl.lc 
date will be Saturday, November 28th, and although tllne wJ!1 
be short when you read this, should any Harrier have been 
overlooked will he please contact Arthur Wootten immediately. 
Tickets 10/- single, 18/- double. 

Jack Halfpenny, now in the Royal Ulster Rifles, writes to 
say that he hopes to attend the Dinner and to see all his old 
friends before, he leaves for service in Kenya. 

L.G. 

SQUAS,H SECTION 
An energetic start has been made to the new season, with 

members showing considerable enthusiasm to reach as high a 
standard as possible, particularly now that matches have com
menced and the Club tournaments have been drawn. It is 
encouraging to see that many more members are taking an 
active interest in Squash Rackets, and we sincerely hope that 
from this wealth of enthusiasts several potentional champions 
may emerge to uphold our growing prestige among the clubs 
of greater London. 

Several first and second team matches have already been 
played, with the scales tipped slightly in our favour. ,The 
firs t team, following a well-deserved win over Wanstcad III a 
final tuning-up match prior to the start of the Cumberland 
Cup Matches, went on to make their debut in Division II of 
this competition with a convincing victory over the Grafton 
Club. This in itself is encouraging, as the. losers finished in 
third place in Division II last season. The second team have 

c, 
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won two of their four friendly matches played so far, and 
appear to be thoroughly enjoying their away matches. 
Match Results 

Cumberland Cup, Division II 
Eton Manor 4, Grafton S.R.C. 1. 
C. Jenkins beat D. Wisdom, 8-10, 9-5, 9-1, 9-5 
R. Jennings beat B. Athee,>, 9-5, 10'-8, 7-9, 9-5 
F. Lee beat A. Best, 9-6, 9-4, 9-5 
H. Kablean lost to E. Isaacs, 9-10, 10-8, 9-3, 2-9, 

S. Watts beat D. Richardson, 
7-9 

9--4, 6--9, 9-7, 9-1 
Inter-Club Matches 
Eton Manor II 

" 
" 
" 

" 

" 1st 
" 1st 
" II 
" II 

" 
" 

Ist 
II 

1 
3 
2 
4 
4 
3 
2 

Wanstead II ......... 
London Hospital 1. .. 
Wanstead I ........... . 
London Hospital II . 
Hornsey 11 .......... .. 
Wanstead I 
Priory Blackheath II 

RON. SEC. 

4 
o 
3 
1 
1 
2 
3 

The Otters' Annual General Meeting was held in the Club 
on Monday, November 2nd. This meeting probably holds the 
record for being the smallest ever held by the Otters, and 
this may be due to the fact that while some of the lads have 
E:vening Classes or similar activities which cannot be side
stepped, there must be lots of others who are unable to read, 
are deaf, or are just not interested. This sort of thing is not 
fair to the blokes who are unavoidably detained elsewhere 
or the lads who are in the Services or to the Chairman and 
Committeemen and the few who did turn up. Despite the 
appalling lack of support, the Committee of last year have 
agreed to carry o'n, and briefly: 

We are solvent. 
The next Otters' Dance will be at York Hall on Saturday, 

December 12th. We may ask YOU for some assistance. 
An extra half-hour on Wednesday evenings, starting 7.45 

till 8.15, all out by 8.30. This is for further water polo 
training, and I do mean TRAINING. 

In the past year there have been too many defaulters; 
if you have agreed to enter an event, then make sure you 
are thcre; if you are not, it involves loss of entry fees, loss 
of prestige, and the Manor gets a bad name. 

We have no concern whatsoever for anyone who is not 
prepared to train, and train hard, for either swimming or 
water polo. 

The CHRISTMAS MORNING HAND-lOAF will start at 
9.30 a.m., at the Eton Mission Boathouse, on the River Lea. 
Open to al! corners. 

In the Bethnal Green Cancer Campaign Gala, Johnny Hinks 
(winner of the Lusty Memorial Cup for 1953) improved on his 
earlier time of 86.5 secs. for the 100 yards Breast Stroke by the 
odd half a second, and Henry Lees clocked 61.2 secs. for the 
100 yards Free Style. Only small improvements, but they're 
in the right direction. 

The Junior trio-Levy, Misson and Richards-are stilI fight
ing it out in that order; although Ted Levy seems to have the 
edge at the moment, the othe two are certainly not going to 
leave it at ,that. 

The Otters' private transport department, "the Bag 0' Nails" 
and the "Flying Boxcar," have a new stable companion, an 
old taxicab fondly known as the "Guided Missile" (as Stan 
Brown i,s a shareholder in this contraption, it may well be so). 
The qumtet who own this pooled their life-savings and for 
the magnificent sum of thirty bob they bought the h:x,ter; for 
another dol!ar the bloke threw in the taxi and a spare front 
seat-so I'm told. I can officially state, however, that who
ever is wearing the strawyard is the driver; so if you want a 
lift, ask the man wearing the badge of office. An interesting 
fact is that this vehicle is no.( licensed by the County Council 
but by the Institute for the Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments. 

THE WATER RAT. 

TIT .. BITS 
How time flies; boys now joining the Club were not born at 

the outbreak of war. The Cluh "sons" are now beginning to 
enrol quite regularly. Recent additions to the Club strength 
have included sons of George Pettipher, Ernie Johnson, Harry 
Saben and the late "Gammy" Hughes. 

A break from tradition. For the first time the Boxers will 
be staging a Junior Open Competition instead of a Senior 
Competition as part of the programme for their Annual Open 
Tournament. The competition is specially arranged for Dickie 
Morton, junior, who put up such a splendid show last year in 
the Federation, and has improved considerably since. 

Which family can claim the largest membership with Eton 
Manor. We have four Poole brothers, four Reids, four Barretts, 
and now we have four Braybrookes. Any advance on four? 

We were sorry to learn that there would not be an autumn 
drama show in the Club this year. The talent available is 
second to none, and with our own premises thrown in it seems 
almost a sin not to take. advantage of this. George Pcttipher 
says, however, that if any member is interested he will do his 
bit to help get the section going again. How about it, Messrs. 
Bishop, Phillips, Walker, Hilsdon and Co.? 

The boxers appear to have solved the problem of leaving 
the Missus at home on the night of the show. The good. ladies 
Holmes, Brooks and Woollard appeared on the scene the day 
of the last Boys' boxing match, prepared an excellent canteen 
and worked until a late hour for the benefit of all and sundry. 
Result, everybody satisfied and extra cash in the bank for the 
section. 

The Champion House to celebrate with a dinner this month 
is Red House, for the second year running. Unlike most 
things these days, these celebration dinners are little changed 
from the pre-war functions that you and I attended. The 
bread rolls appear to have shrunk somewhat and the boys' 
suits are of a neater and more dashing cut, but the menu re
mains the same: roa.;'!t beef, etc.; and the songs sung as a grand 
finale are pretty much the same. 

We wish the Harriers all good luck and success at the forth
coming reunion dinner and dance to be held at the Club at 
the end of this month. This affair has always attracted large 
numbers, but on this occasion it is to be thrown open to the 
ladies for the first time, and thcre is no doubt that there will 
be a record attendance. 
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Congratulations to Les Golding, who has chalked up a 
quarter century as honorary secretary of the Harrie~s. Any 
chap who can serve his section for twenty-five years IS worth 
his salt, but there is a special pat on the back for the one 
who can hold down a secretary's job for so long. 

Ray Tattershall is in the news with a bang these days;. he 
completed his R.A.F. Recruit Training with full marks, passmg 
out aq the best airman in the Flight and receiving the cov~t~d 
award. He certainly deserved the honour-he lost '16 Ibs. III 

weight in the process! Ray was one of the very few select~d 
as suitable for training in the intricacies of' modern Radar III 

'the R.A.F., and is now away on a long and interesting cours.e. 
Now comes the news that he is to be heard shortly on RadlO 
Luxembourg in a musical quiz programme. You cap't keep 
these Manor chaps out of the news I 

It is always pleasing to learn that members are starting in 
business on their own account. News is to hand that Joe Arend 
has taken over a country pub-the "Carpenters Arms" at 
Eastling near Faversham, and Lenny and Stan have opened 
up a sh~p at 21, Station Road, Walthamstow, wher; they.have 
a- big stock of remnants in carpets at very low prIces, With a 
further discount for Club members. 

ONLOOKER. 

WITH PETER SKJNGLEY IN THE ARCTIC 
Many of our rcaders will recall,. during last ,,\u.gust, thc 

great race against time to get supplIes up to the BntIsh North 
Greenland Expedition. This Expedition, led by Commander 
John Simpson, had been in the polar wastes, carrying out surveys 
and collecting scientific data, for a year, and were to stay another 
year provided that further supplies of food, stores and cloth
ing ~ould be got to them during the few brief weeks in the 
ye'ar which constitutes the Arc'tic summer. The nearest point 
to which the relief ship "Polar Sirkel" could get was Young 
Sound, and to do this she had to battle through the pack ice 
and ,bad weather. From then on the plan wa,s to manhandle 
the stores and supplies from the ship to five Sunderland flying 
boats which the Air Ministry had made available, and fDr the 
aircraft to try to put down at Britannia Lake-800 miles inside 
the Arctic Circle, where the Expedition would be awaiting 
them. 

Many will have read the exciting story of this great achieve
ment, the race against the already fast approaching "freeze-up" 
of the Lake, the fight against floating ice, fog, and other 
hazards. Many will have seen the photographs of this event 
in the newspapers and in- the iUustrateds, but there will be few 
who will know' that these pictures, were taken by our own 
Peter Skingley, who is fast gaining a reputation' as an "ace" 
Press photographer. For some time the Editor has tried to 
get Peter to tell his story of this remarkable and epic assign
ment, and at last, here in his own words, is the story. Not a 
"sC;:OQP," perhaps, since it is almost two months old, but never
theless a welcome addition to the pages of the magazine, and 
one that we are sure will be, enjoyed by all. Eton Manor 
members there are scattered over the outposts of the world, 
but this is probably the first occasion that a member of the 
Club has set foot so neat to the North Pole. 

"When the Picture Editor first assigned me to the job of 
travelling with the R.A.F. on the Greenland Relief trip I was 
given less than 24 hours' notice to be ready, but the trip was 
to be' delayed for a week owing to engine trouble having 
developed in thc· relief ship 'Polar Sirkel' at Edinburgh. How
ever, to start at the beginning. Eig-ht hundred miles inside, the 
Arctic Circle on the glaciers and icecap of Greenland, is based 
an Expedition of 24 Britons who are exploring- the ice-cap, 
surveying, carrying out meteorological work, testing the depth 
of the ice and. the movement of the glaciers. The Expedition 
has been established for just a year, and plan to stay another 
year' provided that the essential ~tores, food, and supplies 
can be got to them. The only way that this coul(i be aChieved 

was to get these supplies to the nearest sea base and to trans
fer them by Sunderland aircraft, or t'ather flying boats. The 
Expedition H.Q. in London chartered a ~orwegian ice breaker 
to ship the stores to as far north as pOSSIble, a fiord known as 
Young Sound, and from then on it was the jo~ of the R.A.F. 
to get the 80 tons of supplies a further 200 mIles north to a 
lake named by the Expedition as Britannia Lake. on the shores 
of which they had set up a base, right on the edge of the ice
cap. This relief project ct;JUId. only be .acComplis~ed wit.hin 
a period of three weeks, whICh IS the maXImum perIod of tIme 
during which both Young Sound and Britannia Lake are not 
frozen. Already, owing to the engine trouble with the relief 
ship, the supplies were twelve day~ late, and every moment was 
of vital importance; bad luck WIth the weather would have 
ruined the whole- operation. I left for the R.A.F. Base at 
Pembroke Dock with the B.B.C. reporter Rennie Cutforth, 
and News Chronicle journalist Corner Clarke, we three being 
the only newsmen to go out to' cover the story. On arriving 
we were kitted out with arctic clothing, winter woollies and all! 
We were then introduced to the crew who were going to fly 
us up to Greenland, and a grand bunch of chaps they were. 
The next thing was a mild 'beer-up' to drink success to the 
trip. Our plans for an early night to bed were thus rudely 
shattered, as we stayed' talking until the early hours of the 
morning. Just a few hours. later, in the cold grey. light of a 
new day, we were airborne from Pembroke Dock-first stop 
Reykjavik, capital of Iceland. With us on the flight was 
another Sunderland, with another three aircraft to follow 
during the next few days, it being thought that ,the five air
craft would be sufficient for the operation. We had a won
deJ'ful trip up to Iceland, with clear sky most of the way, 
putting down in the harbour later that evening with hardly 
a splash. We were quite happy and comfortable in the spacious 
aircraft and amused ourselves watching the crew at work and 
assisting with the meals in the galle:y.; We stayed the night in 
Reykjavik and left again at first light in the mDrning for the 
journey' up to Greenland. Before long we were well inside 
the, Arctic Circle, and heard over the W.T. that the relief ship 
had battered her way through the pack ice which is along the 
north coast of Greenland, and had made a safe anchorage in 
Young Sound. 

"For over half of this part of the journey the sky was clear, 
but after leaving the high mountains of Greenland's coastline 
we ran into fog, with visability less than half a mile, so down 
went the aircraft to try to get under the fog belt, hedge hop
ping the icebergs that were thickly sc'attered about. Some
times the fog would clear, and way out on the port side could 
be seen the tall snow-covered mountains. Most of us were a 
little apprehensive about these mountains, and I for one heaved 
a sigh of relief when the skipper put the nose of the aircraft 
up to maintain a 'safe height. We were- in touch almost con
tinually with the relief ship in Young Sound by W.T., and 
from them we learnt that the weather was quite fair in that 
area. But to find the place was the problem; it is only a 
narrow fiord. As we got nearer so we gradually lost height 
until we were doing the icebeg hopping business again, and the 
jittery feeling became more apparent among the pressmen! 
At last, much to everyone's joy, we were again in the better 
weather which had been promised us, and before long we 
were flying up the fiord to Young Sound, and talking normally 
once more! The skipper made a good landing, and we were 
soon standing on Greenland's rocky and barren shore. There 
was little time to lose and almost at once began the task of 
transferring the stores and supplies from the 'Polar Sirkel.' 
Most of these were already unloaded from the ship arid were 
placed ashore. There was a scene of great activity, with the 
aircraft being refuelled and the first supplies being carried 
aboard. We were to proceed immediately to Britannia Lake, 
to be followed by the, remaining aircraft- as quickly as pos
sible. It was calculated that there were ,just seven days in 
Which to transport 80 tons of supplies before the Sound froze 
over, and this would mean almost continual working and 
loading through the day and night. Within a few hours of 
arriving at Young Sound, Squadron Leader Robert McReedy 
took of!' in an attempt to get through to the Expedition at 
Britannia Lake. The weather had deteriorated~omewl!at and 
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i~ w~s decided that the aircraft w,?uld travel as light as pos
sI~le, ~e were told thatlt. was a bIt too risky for us to- go on 
thIS tnp. We watched hIm take off and in a few moments 
he was lost to sight in the now increasing fog. Less than three 
hours. later he was back again, it being impossible to navigate 
the alfcraft t~rough the fog to the difficult approach over the 
barren and hIgh ground to the inland Britannia Lake. A few 
hou.rse. later the weather cleared somewhat and he was of!' 
agaIn In another attempt. Anxiously we listened-in to the 
W.T.! an.d f;om time to time the reports were that the weather 
was Improvmg, then that he had found the Lake and then 
that he had made a landing. He was the first pers~n to make 
touch with the Expedition for twelve months' they must have 
been very pleased to see him. ' 

"Meanwhile, back at Young Sound everyone was very busy, 
even the pressmen! ~e were sleeping under canvas, tents had 
to be erected .. ~nd a ~Itchen set up and got going. But in a 
place ~here It IS daylIght for 24 hOllrs a day sleep was the 
last thIng that anyone seel?ed to think about. How to keep 
w'!-rm and to find somethIng hot to eat and drink was the 
thIng. that seemed .to matter most. To give you somc idea of 
the lIght, I was stIll taking pictures at 2.30 a.m.! The next 
day the second plane took off, and it was in this aircraft that 
I.went as. passenger. It was a magnificent and yet horrific 
tnp. .FlYIng over the rocky wastes, between the mountains 
and hIgh ground, over ,:ast. stretches of flat glaciers we at 
last completed the 200·mIle Journey and were over Britannia 
Lake. T~is is. about four mil~s in length, whilst at each end 
gr~at glaCIers rIse. flanked on eIther side by great brown moun
taIns, absolutely barren, !lot a tree, bush, or even a blade of 
fl'rass to be. seen. FloatIng on the Lake were a number of 
Icebergs whIch had broken of!' from the glaciers. One of these 
w~ almost as large as a football pitch, making landing and 
takIng off a very hazardous operation indeed with lots of 
s~aller pieces floating ab.out. On the edge of tl1e Lake, shelt
enng under the mountaIn, were the huts of the Expedition 
~nd on one of the icebergs was to be seen a sign stating that 
It wa~ for sale!. There wer~ no offers, although I made a 
tentatIve suggestIOn that I mIght be interested if it could be 
delivered! 

"On returning to Young Sound for our second delivery we 
found that the. other three Sunderlands ~ad arrived to augment 
the ferry servIce. On one of these aIrcraft was the Bishop 
of Por~smouth-D~. Launcelot Scott Fleming, who is himself 
an emInent geologIst, and was making his fourth visit to the 
Polar regions. He came along to see how the Expedition was 
!flaking out ~t Britannia Lake, and planned to go up there 
In the next aIrcraft. 

"During this time I was busy taking pictures at both bases. 
Most of the members of the Expedition had grown thick beards 
and one of them told me that he had even had a wash fa; 
the occasion! During the flights to and from Britannia Lake 
I took a number of scenic pictures from the aircraft and on 
one occasion the pilot flew very low, almost at ground'level in 
order that I could get some shots of a herd of musk ox. .' As 
soon as the. aircraf~ approached t.hem they ran together and 
formed a CIrcle, wI.th the b~lls In the outer ring, and the 
females and calves In the mIddle of the circle, which is the 
normal procedure when danger is imminent. 

"The ~eather continued fine and clear, fortunately, whilst 
the operatIon was taking place, and things went pretty smoothly. 
There was some trouble with twO' of the aircraft, which had 
to return to England on three engines, O'ne engine on each 
Sunderland having packed up, and requiring more than first aid 
treatment. We were two days ahead of schedule and then on 
our very last journey we ran into trouble. We 'had said our 
good-byes to the Expedition members, some of whom we had 
got to kn.ow, very well, the pilot had slipped the moorings, and 
we had Just turned for the take-of!' when an ice floe driven 
by the wind bore down upon us. The pilot did his utmost 
to turn the plane, but we were too close to the shore; the 
nose ground into a boulder, holing it in several places below 
the water line, and the water began to pour in. We clambered 
out through the nose and on to the shore. GrabbinlT my 
camera I had visions of -a scoop in the way of a Sunde~land 

sir:king, b~t it was not long before the crew had the pumps 
gOln.g f~nously and managed to keep pace with the, water 
comIng In. !h~ main fear was whether the holes could be 
patched up WIthIn 48 hours, which was the deadline for getting 
away. Alr7ady the pools of water close in were icing up and 
when the. bIg freeze comes it just comes overnight-solid. ' The 
c.rew, assIsted by the members of the Expedition, worked con
h~lUously, blockIng the holes with plasticine and cement and 
WIth the PUn;tpS going all the time. There was the d~nger 
that the repaIrs would not stand up to- the pressure of water 
on .the take-off, and it was decided that when the aircraft did 
so It would carry only a skeleton crew. Another aircraft was 
called up from basc, and the rest of the crew with myself 
went back to Young Sound in this without further mishap 
One of the interesting jobs which had to be done at Britan~i~ 
Lake was. t~ make an air ?rop of dynamite way up on the ice
cap. ThIS IS a huge glaCIer which stretches across Greenland 
for hundreds of miles, solid ice running through rocky ravines 
most of the way. It was here that one member of the Expedi
tion lost his l~fe last yea.r. Two members of the Expedition 
t~ekked the thIrty-odd Il11les from camp in order to show the 
aircraft where. the dynamite was to be dropped, to gather it 
and to cache It for use at a later date in connection with the 
survey. 

"In no time at all, or so it seemed, the operation was com
ple~ed and we were ba~k again at Reykjavik, and then on 
agaIn to Pemb~oke Dock Ir: Wales .. It was a wonderful experi
ence, and despIte the odd InconvenIences was something which 
I would not .have missed for anything. The R.A.F. boys did 
a wonderful Job, and I am lost in admiration for the work that 
the Expedition is doing up in the frozen wastes of the Arctic 
cut. off from th,; rest .of the world, but as happy and cheerfui 
as If they were 111 theIr own back gardens." 

THE OLD SOYS 
are holding 

THE DANCE -OF THE YEAR 
ON -

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31st, 1953 
(New Year's Eve) 

......... -......................... -...... ~ .... ,- .......... ' ......... -... . 

. DANCING TO . 

ERIC ROY & HIS MUSIC 

Tickets 3/6 Each Strictly Limited 

.. P.T. ,or T.V.? It 
It has been stated with authority that nothing fills the Club 

as quickly as a "good" play on the television. Which brings 
us immediately to the leading question-Clubites, to coin a 
phrase, how do you view? I use the term "Clubites" re
luctantly, as it always conjures up a picture of prehistoric man, 
rude in health and apparel, battling with Mother Nature's 
whims. But, surely, even this picture is to be preferred to 
that of a sallow complexioned youth, shoulders rounded off to 
fit an armchair, endeavouring with unnaturally protruding eyes 
to beat a panel of experts in identifying an early Roman 
jewelled winkle pin! 

To develop the theme, it is said that a Club Instructor 
can calculate his expected attendance these days by a casual 
glance at the Radio Times. Can this be true? Is the youth 
of to-day inclining to view more than participate? Are we 
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to degenerate from a nation of shopke~pers to a. racc ?f window
watchers? That's one for Doctor Kmsey te> lllves.tlgate when 
he's finished with that other business! Meantlme, let ~s 
direct our minds to the conclusion that the advent of T.V. IS 
having its effect on Club attendance. 

Some Youth Clubs have installed T.V.; our M.P.'s have. ~ 
viewing room for between debates. Should we follow SUlt. 

Are the physical activity resources of the Club to be scrapp~d 
in favour of a 6ft. x 4ft. screen in the hall, J?lush armchalfs 
and smoking jackets provided, with the alternatlve of 3-D films 
in the basement? Whilst there are those amongst us who 
consider far too little attention is paid to cul~ure at Eton 
Manor, it is pri~arily a Sports Cl.ub .and t.he hIgh sta~dards 
of physical activlty cannot be maintained If what you re all 
doing, is too much viewing! 

If commercial T.V. comes along, what then? Perh.aps, like 
the family of some American friends of mine, we WIll go to 
bed at 6 o'clock with the alarm set for 11.30 p.m. so that, 
quite refreshed, we can enjoy the f~ll advantages of. a late 
night cowboy serial with three original plots! I Sincerely 
hope no.t-Hopalong Cassidy would never seem the Sallle to 
me in the small hours! 

For the present, sufficient unto the day~ and so forth; but 
let it be made clear from the outset that If the Club were to 
instal television, no activity mark would be a~arded for watch
ing. It would, of course, be possible to telev.lse .half the Club 
training for the benefit. of the o~her ~alf VICWlng and, ~ho 
knows the Boys' CommIttee Meetmg mIght become as natlOn
ally p~pular as "What's My Line?" Suggested title, "What's 
Your Excuse?" Me as Gilbert Harding-not on your Nelly! 

CHORUS. 

During the past month I had the pleasure of .being ~es 
Golding's guest at the Netherlands v. England AthletIC Meetmg 
at the White City. Two new world's recQord~ were set ~p. 
The standard of our athletics was exceptional, WIth the amazmg 
Pirie and a fine team of girls. There is no doubt the ?ld 
country is improving in this field, and with fresh records. belI~g 
set up at quite frequent .intervals one wonder when .It WIll 
reach stalemate. In the meantime the Cl~bs are t~rmng o~t 
some well-trained youngsters. The amazmg part IS that III 

nearly eveIV branch of athletics in ~ngl~nd .are a dozen, at 
least, who are breaking world ehamplOnshlp . tlmes of .40. years 
a~o.However, it was a very enjoyable evening, and. It IS· men 
like Les whose keenness is responsible. One has to see the 
inside o:ganisation to appreciate the work which goes on, and 
in this field he has brought himself and the Club into promin
ence. There was no prouder man in the Club when Derek 
Cox won the first Manor A.A.A. title, unless it was Derek 
himself, and on this occasion he represented England, and won. 

Talking of the good name the. Clu? has in sport, I was at 
the International Sports FellowshIp dmner a few weeks back, 
and among the guests were the Bedser twins, Alf ~ver, Joe 
Mercer three of the four girls who beat the world s record, 
Dr. Thompson (Pegasus), Chris Chataway, Roger Bannister, 
Jim Peters G. Nankeville, D. Seaman, Stuart Surridge l Colonel 
Arthur yo'ung, C.M.G., Commissioner, City of London Police. 
I had the opportunity of talking to many of them during the 
evening. The question of Clubs arose, and, whe.n the Manor 
was mentioned they had all had some contact WIth the Club; 
they asked one or two questions, but they all said what a 
grand Club it was. In several their contacts came through 

members-it was quite interesting to know that the Club was 
held in such high esteem bv these well-known sportsmen. The 
International Sports Fellowship hav:e two founde~ members .in 
Harry and Fred Mallin. The evemng was a dehg~tful affau; 
in fact, I do not think there is any bettel: functIOn t~an a 
gathering of Sportsmen. It usuall~ corn,prrses people III all 
walks of life and all ages. One whlte-halred lady had repre
sented her country as far back as 1908. They have reache.d 
the winning enclosure by learning first how to lose. That IS 
why I hope our Club will remain a sporting one. 

George Doolan the comedian, was also a guest, and in reply 
to a toast he told' one or two stories. The first wh~n he ~elped 
a blind man across a busy road, and after dOIng thls :-vas 
offered a large tip, which he refused; but at the sa~e tIme 
he was curious as to how the blind man could aff~'rd It; The 
blind man said "That's all right, chum, you take It. I ve got 
a good job." '''You might. have," said Doo~and, "~ut I am 
not taking money from a blmd man. What IS your Job, any
way?" To which the blind man replied, "I'm a scout for 
CHELSEA." 

The other was about a golf match between an Irishman and 
a Hebrew. The latter went off first and the ball struck a 
bunker and one or two obstacles and finished a few inches 
from the pin. The Irishman said, "What do you call that?" 
To which the Hebrew replied, "Put it down to Jewish luck." 
The Irishman went next, landed a lovely shot on the green 
and the ball trickled into the hole. Whereupon the Hebrew 
said "Well what 'do you call that?" "Oh," replied the 
Irishman, "that is a combination of Jewish luck and Christian 
Science !" 

I was sorry to miss the Veterans' A.G.M., which I under
stand was well attended and without the usual fireworks. Lord 
Pakenham was in the chair, and he always makes a good boss, 
so perhaps that was the reason. it went so smoothly; ?ut, as 
one well-known Manorite put It, we shall have to thlllk up 
something new to put on the programme next time to attract 
the customers. We shall have to make sure that the old saw
dust merchant is there; he is always good for something con
troversial coming out of the bag. 

A few old Vets had their annual party at Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilbey's house onc evening recently. It. was good to see the:n 
again and looking so well. All the fal;uly. helped to en tert~m 
and they were in great form. The h~ghhght of the ev~n:ng 
was when, with Mr. Gilbey at the pIano, the guests slttmg 
around, some on the floor, going through the o!~ ca.mp, songs 
of years past. Some of you may remember Jemlma s t~e 
name of our cat." Well, there is now a JEMIMA qlub III 

existence and Mr. Gilbey has a chain of office, whIch he 
says is n~t so good as some mel1!bers ~ave. It is a f~r, with 
a long tabby tail at the back, eIght bttens on the Sl?e, and 
a big grinning Jemima cat for a badge, about as blg as a 
saucer. It caused quite a lot of fun. The Concert Pa.rty 
could do worse than revive this number in their comlllg 
programme. 

Which reminds me, they are in full swing again with ne~ 
numbers and are hoping to produce some real super shows thIS 
season. They would be pleased to hear of any new talent 
who would like to team up with them. I can only say, after 
many years, that some of the happiest days I ever ha~ were 
with the old C.P., and any youngster who has a go wlll get 
some real fun out of it and, incidentally, meet some of the best 
blokes in the Club. 

I was present at the Annual Conference of the Boys' Club 
Federation a few weeks ago. It was a great meeting, well 
attended, and one of the best held for years. A good speaker 
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took the morning session, and the afternoon was, taken up by 
an "Any Questions" programme, with Brian Johnstone (B.B.C.) 
in the chair. The other members of the team were the Presi
dent, Field-Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck, Roger Bannister, 
H. W. Child (L.C.C. Psychiatrist), and a Padre. It was very 
interesting and attended by quite a lot of younger men. I 
got the impression that the Fed. is still a fine healthy body, 
but different. I looked around for many old faces which were 

,missing, and I felt that both the Fed'. and the clubs had 
changed. The emphasis seemed to be on the book' some 
years ago it used to be on the bal!, if you know what l mean. 
I am old fashioned enough to think that the ball can make 
a better man than the book very often. I have metl them 
both; you don't need me to ten you you can make some good 
friends in sport, and a sportsman is welcome anywhere. That 
is why I like our Club, because we can make 'em and ought 
to be proud of it. 

CHATTER FROM CHUBB 
Here I am once again with a little more Transatlantic news. 

The great Miss America Beauty Pageant is over; this year's 
contest was won by Philadelphia-born Evelyn Margaret Ay
"Miss Pennsylvania." This 20 vear old green-eyed blonde 
beautv was selected as the new "Queen" in competition with 
51 other contestants from 48 States, Canada, Puerto Rico, 
and Hawaii. It was a very busy week for me here in Atlantic 
City, with many banquets, cocktail parties, etc. I met a 
great many interesting people. including Eddie Fisher, the 
current American hearthrob and singer, who made such a hit 
fit the Palladium a short while ago. Our own Princess Margaret 
is said to have been very thrilled with his performance. He 
seems a charming person who really loved London and the 
London peODle, but I could not helo but wonder, as he must 
himself at times, what it is that makes the "bobby soxers" of 
two Continents go into such raptures about him: he iq quite 
~n ordinarv sort of chap reallv. We also had with us Jeanette 
MaeDonald. thA famouR soprano. who mAnv years ago entranced 
the cinema audiences with her duets with Nelson Eddy. 

We had a little drama in the Courts recently. A guy bv the 
name of Henry T. Way appeared at the Queen's Couilty Court, 
New York, and told Judlle John F. Schileppi that he had 
stolen his mother's life savings of $13,000, and run it up to 
$16,000 at Churchill Downs, Kentucky, race track. He then 
het the works on "Native'Dancer" to win the Kentucky Derbv. 
"You lost it all on one horse?" asked His Honour. "Yes,." 
said Way. "Then you ought to go out and shoot it," replied 

. the Judge sympathetically. 
When the story broke in the newspapers, and they gave it 

plenty of prominence, it must have struck a responsive chord 
in the hearts of the thousands of horse players, for "Native 
Dancer" was one of those five star naps that we used to ren-l 
about in the racing editions back home. This horse was 
unquestionably the most widely talked about horse in trainin'{ 
out here' he had run eleven races and had won them all. 
Even the' most conservative experts considered him unbeatable. 
The thought must have occurred to many others besides Henrv 
before the race, that if ever there was a time to go for the 
rent money this was it. And what happened? Along came a 
"pig" named "Dark Star," who didn't belong in the same 

- race, to beat the "Dancer" by a whiHker. Poor old Henrv: 
to think that "There, but for the grace of myoid lady's 
poverty, go 1." 

I was right out of my reckoning in the fight between Rocky 
Marciano and Roland La Starza. It was my view that La 
Starza would outpoint the "Rock" provided that he could 
survive the onslaught of the early rounds. I thought that he 
might get it on a split decision. (We have judges in profes
sional boxing here like you have in amateur bouts in England.) 
Time has proved me wrong; the "Rock" carried far too many 
guns for Roland, who got quite a beating. 

Of late some of the American public have been depressed 
by the expanding popularity of prize fighting as a parlour 
game; scarcely an evening passes without the television cameras 

are not focussed on a pair of the tin-eared troglodites slugging 
it out in some corner of the States. Now the breast. beaters 
appear to think that these nightly fist fights in the living-room 
will foster a sort of blood lust among the young, and set the 
dear lacy old ladies of Nebraska poking people's eyes out with 
their knitting needles! I must confess that some of the stuff 
I have seen on the television here lately would not offend the 
susceptibilities of the most pacifistic Archbishop. Only once 
in recent memory has a televised "blood letting" shocked any
body but the real students of the manly art, and that was the 
occasion when Tommy Collins, of Boston, was massacred by 
the lightweight champ. Jimmy Carter. Even so, r have yet to 
hear of a single person who was shocked enough to the point 
of dialling out the grim spectacle. The breast-beaters looked 
and waited on until the tenth and final knockdown before 
telephoning to the newspapers and others, protesting about 
this shocking cruelty. The amusing part is, to me at least, 
to see those shapely blondes who garnish the ringside at Madi
s"n Square Gardens on Friday nigh ts; they seldom recoil 
from the sight of the blood, and it is not llncommon to hear a 
sweet soprano urging her favourite on with the cry of "Work 
on that eye, Slugger," at the sa.me time as masculine voices 
and Brooklyn accents are imploring the referee to stop the 
carnage! 

It was a great disappointment to me that the Queen's grand 
horse "Aureole" failed to take in the St. Leger. It would 
have rounded off such a brilliant year for her. It seems from 
the reports that she took her defeat with the smile for which 
she is so famous; and I trust that Her Majesty will have better 
luck next year. 

A colleague of mine at the hotel at which I am working, 
a Swedish boy, gave me the following poem to read:--

"Mayhap I shall not walk again 
down Devon way, down Dorset way, 
or pick a posy in a lane 
down Somerset or Sussex way. 
And tho' my bones may shrivelled rot 
in some far distant alien spot, 
what soul I have shaH rest from care, 
it knows the meadows still arc fair, 
down Devon way, down Dorset way, 
down Somerset way, down Sussex way." 

I wonder if there is any Club member who knows who wrote 
this? I t was reputed to have been found in the pocket of a 
so.Jdier lying in Flanders during the first world war! I would 
love to know. 

This is about all my news for now. Before I close, did you 
hear the story of the Annapolis Midshipman who, irked at hav
ing to attend Church Parade every Sunday, hit upon a plan uf 
escape. He announced that he had been converted to Moham
medanism and asked to be excused Church Parade. The 
Commandant agreed, but at dawn the following morning the 
M,idshipman was awakened by the officer of the day and told 
to face Mecca and perform the rites of his newly-found reli
gion ! It was said that very soon after this the Midshipman 
we re-converted to Christianity! So long, and D.T.M. 

ERNEST C. CHunn. 

Bert Brown, wntmg from Montreal: You seem to have 
done the rounds here pretty well, but I imagine that Canada 
to-day is somewhat altered from the time you were here last, 
even though it was but a short time ago. Every city, to~n, 
and village is growing rapidly; Montreal now covers nearly the 
whole of the Island with housing and workshops, and that's 
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a good chunk of sprawling city-35 miles long an~ 16 miles 
wide I Not to mention the suburbs on the other .sl.de of the 
St. Lawrence River around St. Lambert and LongUlel1. 

The Quebec Government is financing vast project~ in the 
north of the Province, and around Labrador; the tron. ~re 
deposits up there alone covering an area as large as the Bntlsh 
Isles. Then there is the topical Uranium rush. Prospec~ors 
who in the days of "Diamond Jim" carried shovel. and p~ck, 
now roam around the cold countryside armed WIth <?elger 
Counters a.nd two-way ra.dios-but who wants to count Gelgers ? 

To-day is Thanksgiving Day, the end of the Bass fishing 
season, the day when the double windows. take t~e pl~ce of 
the summer screens and the central heatmg bOIler gIves a 
faint smirk at the falling mercury. This ~s the month whe.n 
cars have to be winterised, when women kiss farewell to th~lr 
Bikinis and welcome the warmth of a fur coat-no depOSit, 
but a budget plan at Eaton's bearing the old man's signature
when men rake up the leaves into large piles and burn them, 
and watch the smoke drift up into the sky, offering but a puny 
challenge to the snow clouds coming in from the north herald
ing the big freeze-up. 

Apart from the usual number ?f bank hold-ups, hunters 
getting mistaken for deer and bemg bumped off, and the 
rumours of the odd Russian ,plane popping in and out over the 
north country things are fairly quiet. The children are now 
both at school, and I am still helping Weston's to sell more 
bread and biscuits, Seagram's to seJI more rye, and the Bank 
of Montreal to pay more dividends. 

Commercial T.V. is here with a vengeance, not without its 
laughs. I am convinced that the viewers would get mo~e for 
their money if they turned the cameras on a. host of exclta):lle 
French-Canadian producers, actors and writers, all t~armg 
their hair over a 15-minute programme due to go on In 30 
seconds and no script! I got my wife. into o.ne of. the spon
sored quiz programmes, and she won qUite a nIce pnze for not 
knowing the answer! 

I must now take time off to patch up the igloo, and to se.e 
that we have enough provisions in store sh~uld a ~ol~r Expedi
tion get lost and drop. in ~m us, a!l th.e tIme t~Inklllg of the 
"Duke" lazing around In hiS Atlantic City sunshllle. U.T.M. 

Nye Corper writes from M.E.: Thank you very much ~or 
CHIN-WAG and the leaflet with the Club photographs, which 
is pinned proudly on my chest of drawers~r shall. I say 
wooden boxes made into a cupboard ?-and IS In full View of 
the {lther boys in my tent. The other chaps are already 
beginning to know that I belong to the Club, as I refer to It 
quite frequently. 

It was on Septcmber 2nd that I took off in a York aircraft 
at 8 p.m., and I'm afraid it grew too dark to get a last look 
at the White Cliffs. On climbing to 9,000 feet we were served 
with chicken and ham sandwiches and coffee. On arriving at 
Malta at 2.50 a.m. we were immediately struck by the intense 
heat and heavy atmosphere, but were quickly rushed into a 
buffet for a hot meal, and I'm afraid it was the last good meal 
we shall see until returning to England, as the food out h~re 
is pretty rough. At 5.30 a.m. ~~ boarded the plane .ag~In, 
and by this time the sun was shlllIng and we were begmmng 
to feel the heat a bit more. 

At 9 a.m. we had our first glimpse of Egypt, and what a 
sight it was-just miles an~ miles of sand-but the Suez 
Canal made up for that, as It was crystal clear and a lovely 
blue and we could see the bottom from 7,500 feet up, as the 
clouds had just vanished after leaving the Mediterranean. At 
10 a.m. we touched down at Fayid Airport, where we were told 
to unload the baggage in a temperature of 90 degrees, and, 
not being used to this sort of heat and wearing winter clothes, 
we were tired out after unloading. 

We then moved up to the Transit Camp a couple of miles 
from the Airport, where, after staying ~he night, we rec~ived 
our postings the next morning. I'm afrard I lost all my fnends 
with whom I had taken a clerk's course, but was very pleased 
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to find I was a few tents away ~rom Pat Smith~ and. Jim 
Wood, who is in the next company hnes; and I only Just missed 
Eddie Braybrook-he was due for demob as I came out. 

The camp is situated about two miles .from the offices, an~ 
at 7 a.m. we march up to work, but fimsh at 1 p.m.; but If 
you are on any guards, such as a 24-hour one, you mount at 
1 p.m. to 1 p.m. the next day. If we are lucky, after a few 
months we might come off active service and then the guards 
are knocked down by half. There is one t~ing that is very 
heartening, and that is the days go very qUickly, and I c~n 
hardly believe I have been here n~arly a month now. I m 
afraid I'm running out of conversatIOn now, so all I have to 
say is Up the Manor. 

George Flower writes from Mau M,au land: I'm sorry I 
have not let the Club know sooner that I. was posted ?,:,erseas, 
but I was stuck in the Canal Zone for SIX weeks wartIng for 
some transport. I left England on August 6th in a York air
craft· we landed at Malta to refuel, and after a meal we were 
off ~gain. The next stop was Fayid .Airport in the Zo?e; 
from there I went to El Hamra transit camp. After bemg 
stuck there for a week I was sent to Ismailia as there would 
be no available transport to Nairobi for weeks. Then back to 
El Hamra to wait three weeks before I was told, "You will fly 
from Fayid to-morrow, September 16th." I was very pleased 
to see the last of Egypt, and if there's one place I don't wish 
to see again it's El Hamra. 

We left Fayid in a Valetta ~ircraft, and some ?OU;S later I 
saw the River Nile which was m flood and very Wide m places. 
I didn't see any Pyramids along the Nile, and I was rather 
disappointed with Egypt. Our overnight stop was Khartoum; 
this place at least has got some grass and trees. .Early next 
morning we left Khartoum an the last leg of the Journey. I 
was hoping to see many wild animals, but we flew much too 
high. 

I saw plenty of jungle and bush and round huts made, I 
should think, of bamboo. Then I saw the mountain~ and Lake 
Victoria, which was by far the most wonderful thmg I saw, 
except of course London from the sky. Then a few hours 
later ;"'e flew ov~r the Aberdare forest, which is where the 
Mau M,au hang out. A short time later we landed at East
leigh, and believe me I was glad to have my feet on the 
deck once more. 

I've just received CHIN-WAG, which was forwarded to me. 
I see that Camp was sunny this year and not like the wet 
holidays I had at the "Thorns." Please give my best wishes to 
everyone at thc Wick. I hope th~ footballers have a good 
year, and tell the Otters to keep at It. Up the Manor. 

FOOTBALL CLUB DINNER 

The Football Club invites past members 
to its Annual Dinner to be held at the 

Club, on Saturday, 30th January, 1954. 

Tickets are 7/6 each, and those wishing 
to attend may bring one lady friend. 

Ex-players wishing to attend shouldcom
municate with E. A. Warren, 97 Bulwer 
Road, E. I I, or add their names to the 
notice concerning this matter in the Club. 

The closing date is 18th December. 
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Whenever Christmas draws near those of us who write for 
magazines such as ours begin to think of something in the 
way of a suitable article. And how very difficult it becomes 
to find the new angle, the something different. Ever since man 
learnt to write, and even before, the urge to put something to 
paper which could express the true sentiments of Christmas tide 
has been the task of a great many people. Some of our greatest 
writers have achieved everlasting fame as a result of these 
,masterpieces of literary art-Charles Dickens, whose "Christ
'mas Carol," even after so many years, is still a classic 

Some years ago, before the last war, we tried a ghost story 
in the magazine, a Christmas ghost. To-day these things, if 
such they can be termed, are as out of date as the Otters taxi! 
The accent now seems to be on space ships and fiying saucers; 
which reminds me that I really ought to write to the B.B.C. 
to ask them to alter the time of the current space ship thriller 
serial. I seem to one of the few in the Club who knows 
nothing about the awful predicaments of Messrs. Jet Morgan, 
Lemmy, Mitchell, and Doe., each Monday evening 

But I am digressing. What does Christmas mean to' us in 
the Club? To the footballers it means extra matches, with 
the possibility of being a little late for their Christmas dinner, 
and black looks from the wife or from mum. To the swimmers 
it means the Christmas morning handicap in the cool clear 
waters of the Lea Cut. To the majority of married members 
it is a time of joy and happiness among their fa.milie~. To the 
single members it probably means lots of parties With plenty 
to eat and drink, and a great deal of fun. To all of us there 
is the pleasure in giving and receiving presents and greetings 
cards, a time of peace and goodwill to all. 

Now this is indeed a very natural order of things; we could 
all do a lot worse. Let us enjoy these blessings and pleasures 
to the full. But do not let us forget the true purpose of 
Christmas. The very term Holiday is a derivation of the words 
Holy Day. We would do well to think about this. 

A Merry Christmas to you all, wherever you may be. 

THE EDITOR. 

SOUTH AFRICAN JOURNEY-continued 
Len Yates, writing from Port Elizabeth, South Africa':

Hello, Chin-Waggers, 
This is another contributiori from olle whom many of you 

must consider something of a stranger by now. However, even 
though my letters are few and far between, the Club is never 
far from my thoughts. CHIN-WAG is always very welcome, 
and it is really good to know that Eton Manor is maintaining 
its very fine standard. One so often hears it said by the old 
'uns in any walk of life, "Things are not w,hat they were 

when we were young." Of the Club this is obviously not true; 
the amazing thing to me is that such a high standard of sports
manship and endeavour in all things undertaken should be 
maintained, and even improved upon, for such a long time. 
I don't wish to sound like an old stager, but in the years 1924 
to· 1928 we in the Boys' Club used to think that we' were 
indeed the "berries." How wrong we were, and how time 
has proved that there is always room for improvement in 
everything. Carry on the good work. We all know that Eton 
Manor is the finest Cluh in existence; just keep it that way. 

There are some of you who will be envying me out here in 
the land of sunshine and eternal summer. Let me do my best 
to disillusion you. This is October 22nd. It has just stopped 
raining; it started nearly a week ago and has been continuous. 
We had six inches of it in two days, and at East London they 
had twelve inches in the same period. All the roads inland 
from the Eastern Cape are at present impassable, and there 
has been severe flooding in both town and country. Land of 
sunshine and summer-my foot! 

My previous letters have dealt with my various journeys, 
and I will relate what has so far been my longest trip. This 
was to attend a small bore rifle meeting in the Transvaal. Six 
shooters from Port Elizabeth made the journey in three cars; 
we travelled independently, and my car fortunatply met with 
less trouble than the others. My party consisted of my wife 
and myself, with the Spence family as our companions. Our 
visit to this part of the Union was indeed a pleasure, and I 
hope that the Transvaal people feel the same way about it. 
We were sorry that we could not take away more prize money 
than we did, but those men and women sure can shoot. They 
did everything to make our stay as pleasant as possible, even 
arranging for a 3 o'clock wind to help us, and to help matters 
even further they gave us a mirage, too! It is quite sur
prising what onc can do by constantly telling yourself and 
others what can be done. For example, one competitor used 
what we like to term inferior ammunition, and did very well 
with it. There is always the possibility that this was spon
sored shooting, and the advertising value of his targets must 
'have rated pretty high. His wife, however, said that it was 
sheer luck. Whilst on the subject of luck, I picked up a few 
shillings on the Modderfontein Range on the Sunday morn
ing, a handicap event. This seems to be the only way of 
making any money at the sport, unless you go into the business 
and sell rifles and ammunition. The week-end of shooting was 
worth the journey, although if one goes into statistics how it 
all works out, I find that I fired 210 rounds of ammunition 
and travelled 1,880 miles, which works out at 8.9523 miles 
per round! If all the rounds had been placed end to end 
across a road it would reach both sides if it were 17ft. 6ins. 
across. 

The journey itself to the Transvaal was quite straightfor
ward enough, although if our scores had been lower we could 
have claimed tired eyes and travel weariness as the reason. 
The hotel accommodation was good with a private bathroom, 
which suited me down to the ground, as it was about my bath 
time. One thing I must have is a regular bath, and I take 
one every three months, whether I need it or not! The 
iourney back was ~aried a little our first stop being- Boksburg 
North. We found this place very elusive; every time that we 
got near to it it shifted to some other place. I finally drove 
into a steel yard to enquire when the place was likely to be 
coming our way again. The person to whom I addressed this 
enquiry looked at me with a glance that embraced sympathy, 
astonishment, doubt, and pity for me or for anyone else who 
wandered into a steel yard wearing a technicolour jacket and 
a funny hat. Eventually I gathered that Boksburg was just 
over there wherever that may be. How to get there? Well, 
anyone who cannot find Boksburg has missed everything in 
life that is worth while. Enough it is to write that we finally 
got on the road for Port Elizabeth at 9.30 p,m. that evening, 
reaching that delectable place at 5.30 p.m. the following day. 

Congratulations to Stan Justice upon his marriage. He was, 
as Bert Drewett wrote, one of my bright boys in the old days, 
but I wonder if he is as bright to-day. Bert's references to 
the past glories reminds me that I first went down to the Club 
range in the basement 29 years ago. This makes me an old 
man almost, hut I hope' to go on shooting for a good many 
years to come yet. 

Sincere regards to you all. U.T.M. 
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Among tho many birthday presents received by Mr. Villiers, 
was a leather bound photograph album; suitably inscribed, 
presented by the members of the BOY8' Club, and oontaining 
photographs of the present members. 

In thanking the members of the Boys' Club, Mr. Villiers has 
replied in the following words :-

"I cannot thank you enough for the beautiful book whioh 
you have been kind enough to give me. I am particularly 
pleasod to have the photographs, which will recall to me 
very many happy days which I have spent in the Club 
and on the Wilderness during Coronation Year. 
I am sure that, as the years roll by, Eton Manor will go 
from strength to strength, and that those of you who are 
now in the Boys' Section will see to it that the Boys' Club 
will never lack for help from the older members. 

OLD 

With every good wish, 
ARTHUR VILLIERS." 

BOYS 

Jj 

NOTES 
The outstanding date this month in the Club calendar was 

November 24th, Mr. Villiers' birthday, his 70th anniversary. 
The Boys' Club and various sections of the Old Boys' Club all 
made arrangements for this date to be honoured by some gift 
or memento, but as the Committee wished to keep secret their 
intentions until Mr. Villiers himself had received their 
tributes to his long and valued association with the Club 
nothing could be announced. 

However, in the name of all Old Boys' a party of six of us 
assembled at the Hyde Park Hotel on November 25th, a short 
time before Mr. Villiers' family were coming to a celebration 
dinner. There, with Lord Pakenham and Lord Dunsany in 
close support (Mr. Wagg was unfortunately prevented by ill
ness from attending), Mr. Villiers received a framed illuminated 
address, designed and beautifully executed by Dennis Harwood 
on vellum, the wording of which ran as follows: 

1883-1953 
On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the 
birth of Major the Honourable A. G. C. Villiers, 
D.S.O., the members of Eton Manor Old Boys' 
Club wish to express to him their hearty con
gratulations and their fervent wish that he may 
long Jive to sce Eton Manor flourishing in the 

Wilderness. 
In the top left hand corner is a pennant Club badge with 

golden laurels on each side and the letters V.T.M. on top. 
This device is a picture of the actual golden badge, closely 
resembling the new Life Member's badge, which also was 
a splendid piece of craftmanship by another Club member. 
This beautiful little badge is a tribute to one who has brought 
so much happiness to us all and made our Club life so much 
wider and richer. 

The whole ceremony was quite informal and over in a few 
minutes, but I can assure all members that Mr. Villi el'S liked 
these tokens of our. esteem very much indeed and deeply 
appreciated the sentiments they expressed. A photograph of the 
address is displayed on the notice board for all to see. 

I mentioned above that Mr. Wagg, our President had been 
ill. He was to have made the presentation on our behalf but 
though he assures me he was getting better and allowed to 
wear clothes again, he was unable to come to' London for this 
great occasion. . Per~aps, as. we had a very thick fog at Hyde 
Park that evenmg It was Just as well for his health that he 
remained in Sussex. 

Don't forget to come to the Old Boys' Dance on New 
Year's Eve, Thursday, 31st December. Dancing from 8 p.m. 
to 12.30 to Eric Roy and His Music., Tickets are 3/6. RoB 
up and have a good time with your Club mates. 

Th.e Com!TIittee wish all members, Managers and everyone 
assocIated wah the Club a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Successful New Year. 

INKUBus. 

FOOTBALL 
OLD BOYS 

During the past month the first team have made good 
progress in the League and have reached the top place for 
the first time this season. The team have also won their way 
into the competition proper of the London and Essex Senior 
Cups, and are now among the "big boys". In the Essex 
Senior we are through to the second round and are drawn 
away to Ilford, the match to be played at Ilford on January 
9th. Ilford have' a good side this season and at the time of 
writing these notes have won their last nine games, including 
such strong clubs as Walthamstow Avenue and Leytonstone 
among their victims. What is of equal importance to us is that 
like all winning teams (with possibly onc exception!) they 
are attracting bigger gates than in the past. In the London 
Senior Cup we are awaiting the draw for the second round with 
very considerable interest. There are some good sides in this 
competition and we are hoping for further successes. It is 
usual fo·r the four semi-finalists in this competition to be 
invited to play in the -London Challenge Cup the following 
season. It is common knowledge that all the big London 
professional Clubs such as Arsenal, Spurs, etc., take part in this 
competition. Most of these games are played on the profes
sional club's grounds under floodlight, this should be a great 
incentive to our chaps to get as far as the semi-final at least. 
It is a further reminder, if one is needed, of the importance of 
regular training by all members of the team, if we are to 
reach this stage. 

The second team are going very well in their division of the 
league, but have fallen by the wayside in two of their cup 
competitions. The third, fourth and fifth teams have, as is 
inevitable, suffered in team constitution through the injuries 
of the others. New names are beginning to appear on the team 
sheets in place of some of the older "regulars", George Gatward 
is playing extremely well ip the second team at half back. 
John Alexander is another who has played well in the third, 
second, and first teams. Two newcomers in the fourth and 
fifth are Terry Gooch and Les Hall, both are showing very 
good promise of developing into players good enough to 
ohallenge for the senior sides a little later. 

Fred Millard has been honoured with the captaincy of the 
London F.A. Junior team, for whom he has played five times 
this season. Geoff Barnes has also come under the notice of the 
County selectors and is chosen for the Essex F.A. Junior side. 
It is with a great deal of pleasure that the Football Club have 
watched the progress of Len Wills, who now seems to have 
won a permanent place in the Arsenal first team. From the 
~eports it seems that his inc~usion is more than worthy, and Len 
IS to be congratulated on hIS success and the credit that he has 
brought to. the Club. Well done Len, we are indeed proud of 
you, even If our gates suffer a little when the Arsenal are at 
home! 

Derek qox is surely a man with a problem if ever there was 
one. He IS a great centre half with a big future in the game, 
already he has attracted the attention of more than one County 
selector. Unfortunately Derek is such a whole hearted player 
that he has met with several injuries which have perturbed 
his athl~tics coach and officials, perhaps more than they have 
Derek himself. Hnwever, the Football Club Committee know 
that Derek has a duty to British athletics in Canada next 
year foy the Empire Games, and in Australia in 1956 for the 
OlympIC Games. As much as we would like him to play and 
we can ill afford to be without him and as much as Derek 
enjoys his game of football, we h~ve to think about the 
broader aspect. There is the case of Derek's predecessor in the 
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high jump sphere-Ron Pavitt, whom an injury r.eceived at 
football, took several inches off his best jumps last season. 
This is Derek's problem, he has to solve it alone. Whatever 
decision he comes to he has the knowledge that his footballing 
friends are with him 1000/0 in whatever he does. We would 
rather try to dissuade him him from playing football than to 
continue. 

Our Hon. Social Secretary, Ted· Warren, brought off another 
success with the Football Dance at the Club recently. Ted is 
a wonderful organiser of functions such as this, and it is true 
to say that he does get a great deal of J?leasure out of giving 
pleasure to others, and incidentally makll1g a few pounds for 
the Football Club at the same time. Already Ted is full of plans 
for the big Footballers' Annual Dinner and Dance to be held 
in the Club on Saturday, January 30th. This promises to be 
a grand evening again, better, if that were possible, than the 
similar function put on by Ted last year. Congratulations 
Ted on a job well done,your efforts on our behalf are very 
much appreciated. 

"HOPEFUL." 

SENIORS 
Over the past two months the four Senior teams have each 

had a fair measure of success. The Seniors have made pro
gress in both the Federation and Pelly Cups, the A's are yet 
to be beaten in their League, and the B's, although beaten by 
the Juniors and Cobbold in their League, are still hoping to 
be around when the honours are being handed out at the end 
of the season. The B's defeat of five goals to nil by the Juniors 
in their recent League fixture still rankles members of that 
team, and. the return game to be played at the latter end of 
the season should prove to be a real "battle royal," especially 
if they are both still in the hunt. 

During November, Rugby were the Seniors' opponents on 
three occasions. The first at Rugby in the 1st Round o[ the 
Fed. Cup was abandoned during extra time, when we had 
fought really hard to' get a lead of five .goals to three, after 
being 3-2 down 10 minutes from time. John Harvey's equalis
ing goal was one of the best seeri for many a day, and no doubt 
the best John has scored so far this season. During extra time 
our superior fitness was very apparent, and should we have 
finished our score may have been considerably more, so tired 
were the Rugby team. 

The following week Old Buckwellians provided the opposi
tion in the 2nd Round of the Pelly Cup, and they were beaten 
by six goals to nil. 

As six of our boys were taking part in the Federation Trials, 
Senior "A" provided most of the team to play Rugby in the 
Federation League, and rather surprisingly defeated them by 
two goals to one. A very fine performance. 

The replay against Rugby took place on the Valley on the 
following Saturday. Conditions were ideal, and we had Ted 
Yeend and Joe Bright back on the wings, but were without 
Scotty Garrett, who injured himself training. Rugby, playing 
with tremendous dash, took the lead very early when our 
defence, appealing for hands, faltered, and the Rugby forward 
carried on and scored easily. 

John Harvey equalised from a well-taken corner by Ted 
Yeend and shortly after Ted, going through, was brought down 
in the 'penalty area. Dave Birch, deputising for Garrett, scored 
from the resultant penalty kic~. 

Rugby were still full of fig~t and drew le;,el ju.st ~ter the 
resumption when Longhurst, lnstead of clearIng hIS hnes, lost 
the ball to'the opposing winger, who crossed the ball smartly 
and the centre-forward flicked the ball into the net. 

The fire was going nut of Rugby and the pace begi~ning to 
tell as was 50 obviously shown when we scored our third goal. 
Joe' Bright, taking the ball down the left wing, completely 
missed his kick when trying to centre, yet was allowed to get 
the ball again, centred to Jo~n Harvey who scored from very 
close in. Ted Ye end made It four soon after. Rugby came 
again and Whiffen made a magnificent one-handed save from 
Lewis from ten yards' range. If Rugby had. sc?red then I 
think they might have saved the game, as our InsIde forwards 
and Dodge, who was suffering from a kick, were overs)1adowed 
at this period. Bill Worrow and Ron Kelner contmued to 

defend strongly and we managed to hold out to the .final 
whistle. 

Senior "C/' under the guidance and captaincy of Dick 
Leonard have so far played friendlies each Saturday, and have 
enjoyed their football against Crown and Manor "A," Alford 
House, Clapton Argyle, and one or two of the weaker Federa
tion sides. The keenness of this team is most gratifying; four
teen names are put down each week and always ticked off; 
and someone is always ready to step in if other teams are short. 

F.G.L, 

JUNIORS 
Since a Junior football report last appeared in CHIN-WAG 

the fortunes of the first team have improved somewhat, with 
an aggregate of 54 goals for and only 7 against. One game, 
which resulted in a 20-0 win, had much to do with this rather 
impressive-looking record, but even so there have been indica-
tions that the side is improving a little. . 

The most enjoyable and keenly contested game of the last 
few weeks was that against our old opponents, Fairbairn House 
in a friendly, away at Burgess Road. We learned just before 
the game that the "Bairns" had yet to be beaten, and as soon 
as play started it was obvious that they were not anxious to 
lose that distinction. It has sometimes seemed to me that 
Fairbairn sides play harder than do our own, although it may 
be because they are always so keen to beat us, and I am sure 
that on this occ·asion our boys were just that bit slower into 
the tackle than their opponents. For all that, the game fluctu
ated evenly enough, with perhaps the Manor the cleverer side, 
which offset the greater dash of Fairbairn. We scored the first 
gl:Jal, after 15 minutes, and held this slender lead until just 
after half-time, when we increased it by adding a second goal. 
Round· about this period we were pressing contimiaIly, but 
further goals did not come, mainly because of over-hasty shoot
ing. The game seemed to be as good as over, but Fairbairn 
had 0'ther ideas, and 15 minutes from the end. they were 
suddenly in full cry for our goal; a quick through pass found 
our backs standing too square, and Arthur Whitcomb was soon 
picking the ball out of our net. This goal inspired thy ".Bairn~," 
and now it was the Manor's turn to defend for dear hfe, wIth 
Ray Rushbrook and Arthur Whitcomb putting in some very 
good work. It seemed that our goal must fall again, but 
helped by one op'en goal miss by the opposing centre-forward, 
the score was still 2-1 in our favour when to our relief the 
whistle finally went for full time. A fine game, with honours 
even, but with the all-important extra goal to us. 

Another closely fought match was the Leyton and District 
League game against the Cob bold Y.C., probably the strongest 
side in the competition. The Juniors held a single goal lead 
until just after half-time, but the later stages of the match 
saw the superior weight of their opponents begin to tell, the 
final score 3-1 to Cobbold being perhaps a fair reflection of 
the balance of play. 

The Juniors are a fairly well balanced team, with few out
standing players, but on the other hand few really weak ones, 
a general fault at the present time is over elabo.rationon the 
part of the three inside forwards, and Paul Sheringham, at 
right-half perhaps is also guilty of this fault. The captain, 
Ray Rushbrook, the other wing-half, is a strong player with 
few frills, who sets a good example to the others in his distri
bution of the ball. Brian Darnell, at centre-half, is strong, 
but unfortunately one-footed; a little practice would soon 
remedy this fault, Brian! Brian Clarke, at outside-right, has 
quite good ball controI and, what is more important, he is 
two-footed' but perhaps this is why he has good ball control. 
0'thers p.le'ase note! Brian's main fault is that he tends to 
crowd his inside forward, a fatal error on the narrow Wilder
ness pitch. Outside-left has been a problem position, with 
first Terry Abrahall and now Ken q~ttridge taking t~rns at 
filling the breach. Ken made a promlSlng start by scormg five 
goals in his first game, but he may later wish that he had not 
set such a high standard to live up to. The two backs have 
done quite well, each in their contrasting styles-Alan "Colonel" 
Hunt is the dashing type, and Ken Brand a rather more 
thoughtful player. The present occupant of the goalkeeping 
position is Tom Lucy, whose "flying trapeze" style is sometimes 
a little overdone. I have seen Tom let in at least onc goal 
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this season because he was so busy diving that he forgot to 
pick up the ball. However, Tom has made some good· saves, 
but he. should remember that there are two other very good 
goalkeepers waiting for him to slip up. 

The Junior "B" side has now played seven games, in the 
last of which it achieved its first win by 4-2. This was a 
triumph of perseverance, because one would need an adding 
machine to calculate how many goals the side had given away 
in its previous games. Some stalwarts of the side have been 
Brian Johnson a son of the one and only Ernie "Slinger" 
Johnson, whos~ fast bowling for the Manor has caused many a 
batsman to retire with more than his pride hurt; Harold Bray
brooke, yet another of the Braybrooke clan; and Glyn Daniel, 
younger brother of Colin.· Another sometime member of the 
side who has a relative in the Club is Brian Delamere, although 
his lack of inches has prevented him gaining a regular place in 
the team. Unfortunately, it has not always been possible 
to give games to all those who have wanted to play, but it 
has nearly always been that th.e players who have turned up 
with their kit have been fitted m somewhere. 

For those Juniors who have not been able to command a 
regular place in any of the three Saturday sides, there has 
been a regular pick-up game on Sunday afternoons,. and this 
sort of game will be arranged as long as enough juniors turn 
up to justify its continuance. 

R.H. 

BOXING 
The Open Tournament held at the Club on November 19th 

was voted the best ever at the Club. The fact that the four 
advertised special contests were fought out was alone a credit 
to the Club, and what "cracking" top-liners they were. As 
usual, the show was a smooth-running affair and the result of 
good team work, but special mention must be given to compe
tition secretary Alf Woollard for such an excellent programme 
of fifteen good, clean, hard scraps. 

The unluckiest box~r of the evening was heavyweight Eddie 
Woollard, who was getting down to a grand job of work with 
London heavyweight champion Dave Sammonds. The contest 
opened with the tall champion scoring with somc nice left ~ands, 
and he took the first round from the home boxer. M1dway 
through the second round, however, the shorter and stronger 
Manorboxerlandedsome really telling blows to the body and was 
superior at in-fighting. Towards the close of this second round 
Eddie appeared to be getting the edge of Sammonds, but com
ing away from a bout of in-fighting the referee spotted a nasty 
gash over his eye and had no alternative but to end the con
test in Sammonds' favour. 

Alf Drew's special contest was a real "rip-snort er" with the 
Army's 'A. Devlin providing the opposition. The youthful 
Devlin proved to be a real bundle of energy and was superbly 
fit. Alf was the cooler boxer and used his cxperien'ce to over
come Devlin in the final round, winning by a very narrow 
margin. During the second round the over-keen Devlin landed 
a low blow that all but finished Alf,but our boy kept his head 
and hung on for the remainder of the round. (See footnote.) 

Although Nicky Gargano gave us an exhibition of boxing, 
he was much too good for R.McLaren of Chiswick, and the 
bout was not over-exciting. For the younger members present 
Nick gave a lesson in the art of self-defence and olass.ic foot
work; he was unmarked when the M.C. announced his name 
as the winner. 

It would be difficult to say whether Vic Cowley's return 
contest with Fairbairn's R. Kramer was just as exciting as 
their battle in the Federation Final earlier this year, but it was 
certainly a good 'un. On this occasion, however, Vic was a 
very easy winner over the truly gallant East Ham lad. The 
beautifully proportioned Cowley boxed like the champion he is, 
scoring freely with a left hand and counter punching with good 
solid right hands. During the second round Kramer made fre
quent visits to the canvas, but recovered somewhat during the 
final round, and put up a really plucky show. Vic must surely 
be equal to any boy his age and weight in the country. He 
has been booked for a televisio,n., amateur show to take place 
soon. 

Our other winners included Johnnie Smith and Stan Norton. 
No boxers could deserve victory more than these two; John 
seldom misses a night's training these days, and is always at 
the Club. Stan has had some close contests of late, but has 
always missed the verdict; I am sure this win has changed his 
luck. In the junior competition the entry was restricted to 
four boys, so that the lads would not have to box more than 
twice during the evening. Although the four boys turned up, 
one was overweight and the competition was cancelled. 

Results of the Eton Manor Con,tests at Open Tournament, 
19.11.53. 

Special Contests: 
N. Gargano, Eton Manor, beat R. McLaren, Chiswick. 
A Drew, Eton Manor, beat A. Devlin, Army. 
E. Woollard, Eton Manor, lost to D. Sammonds, Fairbairn; 

(cut eye). 
Supporting Bouts: 

V. Cowley, Eton Manor, beat R. Kramer, Fairbairn. 
J. Smith, Eton Manor, beat A. Tall, Southend. 
S. Norton, Eton Manor, beat D. Cox, Southend. 
R. Morton, Eton Manor, lost to D. Simpson, St. Pancras. 
D. Anderson, Eton Man~r., lost to B. Lloyd, Chingford. 

Federation Novices Competition, 1953. 
The. Competition this year proved to be something of a 

farce from our point of view. Of the twenty Manor boys who 
passed the preliminary weigh-in and were scheduled to box, 
there was' not one single absentee. This is surely evidence of 
our enthusiasm for the competition. But the times our boys 
were disappointed at the last minute through the non-appear
imce of opponents are all too· many. To my mind this competi
tion is just as important as its big brother with its final at the 
Royal Albert Hall, but it would appear that some boys from 
other Clubs, AND THEIR CLUB LEADERS, regard it as just 
a convenience where a lad can turn up only if he feels like it 
(assuming his Leader passes on the information); if he doesn't 
feel like it then it doesn't matter much. On one night of the 
finals, out of seven Manorites present only four actually boxed. 

Our biggest discovery of the competition was young Ernie 
Tilley, who won both his bouts by knock-out; he had not boxed 
before in a contest. His left hook is a natural; and has tre
mendous power for such a YQungster. During his first contest 
his much taller opponent was sent hurtling through the ropes 
and was stopped inside two rounds. His second opponent was 
put out fQr five minutes and was carried from the ring. 

Although beaten in the semi-final and final respectively, both 
Johnnie Barton and Pat Shearing had the hall-mark of cham
pions. John's southpaw stance reminded one of Nick Gargano; 
he was very light on his feet and counter-punched with both 
hands when being attacked. This was Pat's first defeat to, date 
and he must not let it worry him. He has what it talws to go 
to the top-plenty of fighting spirit. 

Another winning finalist, Don Morton, put up a splendid 
show and well deserved his victQry. Terry Goldsmith won his 
semi-final easily enough, but his opponent did nOot show up for 
the final. Other disappointed finalists included Peter Abley, 
Steve Tizzard and Mick Brennan; in each case the opponent 
did not show up. 

Heartiest congratulations to Nick Gargano, chosen to box for 
the Army against London, and Alf Drew chosen tOo box for 
London against the Army on the same bill. Three days prior 
to this representative match Nicky boxes in the Great Britain 
team against Ireland. 

"RIGHT HOOK." 

ROWING 
The Eton Mission Rowing Club, who have onc of the best 

equipped boathouses on the River Lea, are ready to take a 
number o;{ new members. Any Club member who would like 
to join, or has a friend who wishes to take up rowing should 
contact Fred ~itchell, 123, Ru,?k~olt Road, Leyton, B.lO, Qr 
call and see. h1m at the Eton M1sslOn Boathouse, Wallis Road, 
Hackney WIck, E.9, any Sunday morning. 

j 
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TABLE TENNIS 
Most of the teams have now played four or five games and, 

apart from one team, "D," are doing extremely well. For the 
records, the progress of the various teams is as follows:-

"A" team have played 5 games and have 7 points. 
"B" team have played 5 games and have 12 points. 
"C" team have played 4 games and have 5 points. 
"D" team have yet to win a game. 
"E" team have played 6 games and have 12 points. 
"F" team have played 4 games and have 10 points. 

London League. 
The opPQsition in this competition is very strong this season; 

even so', our team has WQn the first two games to be played. 
Senior Federation. 

The team have won two matches in this competition; a very 
good effort on the part of Dave Wilmington making victory in 
the second game possible. 
Junio,r Federation. 

Only one game has been played in this competition so far, 
and this we won quite convincingly. 
Leyton Youth League. 

The first games in this competition are just about tOo' be 
played, and the team is expected to include Peter Wall, Cliff 
Simpson, and Brian Agg. It might be a good time now to 
point out that we still require some 14-year-old Juniors to train 
up for inclusion in the teams later on. Any young Junior who 
would like to be included is asked to contact Stan Johnson in 
.the Club any Friday evening at 9.30 p.m. 
Essex Cup. 

We are drawn away to Clarnico in this competition; this has 
the local Derby atmosphere. 
"Daily Mirror" Tournament. 

Our Juniors are all doing well in this, with Messrs. Purcell, 
Birch, WilmingtQn, Doody, and Spargo having got through the 
first two rounds. In the Senior Competition both -Les Hall and 
Bob McCree are making progress. It is very nice to see BQb 
back from the Forces and adding strength to the Seniors. 
Representative Honours. 

Ken Beamish, Les Hall, and Ran Purcell have represented 
the East London League. Ron alsQ played for Essex Juniors 
against the Swedish team. This brought back memories of the 
games we played with them at the Club in other years. 

Keep practising, lads; you are dQing fine. 

STAN JOHNSQN. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 
The results of the 1st Team's games this season so far played 

are:-
Oct. 3rd.-v. CUACO won 9 0 

10th.-v. Gidea Park "A" draw 3 3 
17th.-v. Polytechnic lost 0 6 
24·th.-v. Blackheath "A" won 3 0 
31st.-v. Saracens Gypsy won 6 3 
7th.-v. Old Creightonians lost 8 20 

" 
14th.-v. Thames Board Mills won 6 3 

" 
21st.-v. Old Grammarians lQst 0 6 

It has been a very enjoyable and successful season up to the 
moment, and the indications are that this will be one of our 
best periods since before the war. 

All of the games played have been very close, the game with 
Old Grammarians proving to be a real battle. This team have 
yet to be beaten this season, and we were just as determined to 
be the first to lower their colours. They managed to beat us 
by a try and a penalty goal to nothing, after what was their 
hardest game of the season. There is nothing that ~)Ur for~ards 
enjoy more than a good hard battle, and on th15 partIcular 
occasion they were not disappointed. 

The· "A" side continue to play some very enjoyable games, 
and their win over Southern Railway was a victory in more 
ways than one. After winning this match by 19 points to 
nil our chaps were invited to attend a social evening which 
proved to be a very jolly affair indeed. To complete the 
enjoyment, one of our players was the winner of a bottle of 
whisky put up for competition! Since this game the number 
Qf applications to play for the "A" team has increased 
tremendously. 

It has been the policy of the Selection Committee this season 
to put one of the experienced first team players in the "A's" 
to captain the team and to lead the side. This PQlicy has 
proved to be most successful, and I should add that all of the 
older players who have played in this capacity have been very 
much impressed both by the keenness Qf the team and by the 
performances on the field. 

The Juniors continue to flourish in more senses than Qne
firstly, they are getting some good games; secondly, they are 
all growing bigger with every match. If ever you enter the 
gym on a Tuesday evening the only thing you will hear is 
everYOlI1e calling everybody else "Fatty"! Last week I heard 
Alan Benwell boasting that he was now down to a mere 
thirteen stone! Still, it is all in good fun, and while this spirit 
exists in the team they will find that their training and their 
matches will be all the more enjoyable. 

HON. SEC. 

JUNIORS 
The 31st October, 1953, will be remembered as a sad day in 

the history of the JuniQr Rug~y team. It was Qn this day that 
.we set forth hopefully to do battle with Westcliff County High 
SchQol. Owing to injuries and Qther reasons we were com
pelled to field a side much below our usual strength, but even 
so we more than held our own in the first half against a much 
heavier pack. In fact, when the whistle went for half-time we 
were leading by 5 points to 3. With the slope of the pitch 
in our favour we expected to do equally well ill1 the second 
half, but despite some determined tackling by Bo~ Blundell 
and Jerry O'ConneU we slumped badly, IQ sing by 25 points 
to 8. We are looking forward to ·the return game on our own 
pitch when, with a stronger side out, I am confident that we 
can turn the 'tables. 

There were one or two grand examples of Club spirit in 
connection with the game. Frank Ovel'lanQ, although not put 
down tOo play, offered to come along in case we were short. 
He did, in fact, get as far as Barking with us, where rather 
unexpectedly we found Dicky Muckley waiting for us, sO' that 
Frank's services were not needed. The other was that of John 
J effries who, knowing little or nothing abQut rugby football, 
turned out for us on the left wing and put up a very credit
able perfQrmance. 

On November 22nd we had another home game with the 
Brady Boys' Club. Once again the opposition was very weak, 
and despite the fact that we included a number of new 
youngsters, including two fourteen-year-oIds in Norman Law 
and Terry Bearfield, the former a nephew of Wal Law and 
the latter a brother of Fred and Len, we sCQred a convincing 
win by 26 points to 5. 

On November 28th we had as visitors St. Ignatius College. 
This game showed that our lads can play good rugby; there 
were numerous occasions when we had six or seven forwards 
on the ball, and at times even eight! Because of this deter
mination we were continually getting the ball. The backs, not 
to be outdone, displayed some really fine running and passing 
for us to win rather easily by 20 points to' 3. 

After these last performances we must nQt rest upon our 
laurels, but seek tOo improve upon our play. This can only 
be done by keeping fit and by continual practice with the ball 
on every possible occasion. 
. Bob Blundell and Alan Benwell are to be congratulated on 

their performances with the Old Boys' XV in recent matches; 
both played extremely well. P~t .Anderson, Derek ¥arsh, a?d 
Henry Nicholson have been ga1nlllg valuable expenence WIth 
the Old Boys' "A" side. On the 21st October an 'A" team, 
which included six of the present Junior team, beat the 
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Southern Railway "A" sjde by ~9 points to 3, :vhich is a good 
indication of the value of a JUnIor Rugby SectIOn. 

Finally, we have a large~ ~umber of 14-year-old.s taking :UP 
rugby in the Club and trammg on Tuesday evemngs. WIth 
just a little more support from some of the 15-year-olds we 
shall see our hopes for an under 16's tearn taking shape. We 
have already had an enquiry for a game of this category for 
next season. What about it, chaps? 

"JUNIOR." 

~ ~ !i 
SQUASH SECTION 

Cumberland Cup. 
With two more victories to our credit during November we 

have taken the lead in the Second Division with a total of 
nineteen points out of a possible twenty-one, our nearest .rivals 
being the Bank of England and Lensbury, who have .thlrteen 
each. Two matches remain to complete the first serIes-one 
against the Metropolitan Police and the other against Lensbury. 
Current form suggests that we should maintain our lead at the 
half-way stage. 

This position would appear to be very satisfactory, and we 
have been agreeably surprised to find that the standard so' far 
has not been quite so high as we had anticipated,. with the 
exception of D. A. S. ~wales, of St. ~homas's .Hospltal, w~o, 
incidentally, was Captam of last season s CambrIdge UnIVerSIty 
team. Whilst giving every credit to' the members of our team 
for these impressive wins, and for the enthusiasm th.ey have 
shown in maiIltaining a good standard of Squash m these 
matches we must remember that Borne of the Clubs taking 
part in 'this competition are not always able to put out their 
strongest teams· during the first series. We must, therefore, 
be very careful. not to become over-confident or complacent as 
a result of our successes, for we kno'w from past experience 
that the pace will quicken considerably in the second half. 
Bearing this. in mind. it is essential that our players keep 
themselves up to standard during the lull over the Christmas 
and the New Year period in preparation for much sterner 
opposition. 
Match v. Bank o·f England, played 10th November. 

Eton Manor 5, Bank of England O. 
C. Jenkins beat K. M. Prescott, 9-1, 9-3, 9--6. 
R. J. S. Jennings beat J. B. Atkinson, 3-9, 9-2, 9-1, 6-9, 

9-3. 
F. Lee beat R. J. Sommerville, 4-9, 9-3,9-6,9-6. 
H. Kablean beat G. G. Dunba,r, 0-9, 9-0, 9-0, 9-4. 
A. Hellens beat D. E. Ellis, 9-4, 9-3, 9-2. 
Match v. St. Thomas's Hospital, played 17th No·vember. 

Eton Manor 4, St. Thomas's Hospital 1. 
C. Jenkins lost to D. A. Swales, 9~5, 5-9, 4--9, 0'-9. 
R. J. S. Jennings beat P. C. Gautier-Smith, 9-10, 9-6, 9-1, 

9-'-3. 
F. Lee beat W. M. Pease, 0-9, 9-2, 9-4, 9-5. 
H. Kablean beat J. Eckersley, 9-7, 7-9, 10-9, 9-7. 
A. Hellens beat R. M. Stanhope-White, 9-7, 6-9, 8-10, 

9-5,9-4. 
Inter-Club Matches. 

The second team have had a run of four victories during 
the past month against reasonable opposition, bringing their 
score now to seven wins out of eight matches. 

Nov. 5th.-v. R.A.F., Hornchurch ... 
" 12th.-v. Coolhurst 

18th.-v. Old Brentwoods 
24th.-v. Royal Naval· College, 

Won 
Won 
Won 

3-2 
4-1 
3-2 

Greenwich Won 4-1 
Tournaments. 

The Middlesex Men's Open Championship was held during 
November and was ultimately won by R. B. Hawkey. Reg 
Jennings entered, and following a very easy win over G. N. 
Foster in the second round, met the No. 1 Seed, P. J. Phillips 
in the third. In taking one game off this well-known player' 
who is also seeded in this season's Amateur Championship' 
Reg put up a very creditable performance.. and the score; 

6-9, 6-9, 9-6, 3-9, suggests that PhiIlips was made to 
earn his win. 

The experience gained in this tournament will be very useful 
to Reg, who has been ~ccep~ed for and will make his debut 
in the Amateur OhampIOnshlp to be held at the Lansdowne 
Club from 1st-11th January, 1954. This will be' the first time 
that we have had a member of the Squash Club competing in 
this tournament although Bob Stone and Alf Brighton entered 
from Wanstead' Squash Olub before the War. His opponent 
in the 1st Round is T. 1. Johnson-Gilbert, a very experienced 
player of some years' standing, well known, we understand, to 
Bob Stone, who should be able to give Reg a few useful 
pointers. We wish Reg every success, and shall follow his 
progress with great interest. 
C1ub Tournaments. 

The Championship, Plate, and Handicap Competitions are 
progressing steadily, but some difficulty is still found in making 
members play oH: their respective matches. in good. !ime before 
the closing date of each round. If these competitIOns are to 
be completed by the scheduled dates, the full co-operation of 
all competitors is imperative, and players are reminded that 
rules will be strictly adhered to. 
General Note. 

It has been brought to our notice that the baths and chang
ing room at the Club have been used (a) before 7 p.m., thus 
delaying the efficient operation of the new boiler system, and 
Cb) after 11 p.m., causing inconvenience to those responsible 
for closing the Club. A notice has been placed in the changing 
room showing the times within which baths may be taken, 
and members of the Squash Club are asked to comply. 

We take this opportunity of wishing everyone the Compli
ments of the Season. 

HON. SEC. 

The London University Swimming Club paid a visit to York 
Hall Baths recently to show us a thing or two about water 
polo. They did! This was a friendly match, although Brian 
Sargeant might disagree, but the College boys were out for 
blood, and although during the first couple of minutes it was 
anybody's game, the University pressed home the attack and 
then took charge of the game. Later in the month the Otters 
used these tactics in a Winter League Knock-out Handicap 
match with Stoke Newington S.C., at Clissold Road Baths. 
Stoke Newington, with eight goals start, did manage to score 
two mJre goals, but the Otters scored twelve and so won 
their 1st Round. On the last Friday of the month the Northern 
Lights S.C. came along to York Hall for im ordinary Winter 
League match; the Otters won 6-5, but didn't deserve to. As 
usual, bad passing, and the same old list of crimes that the 
Otters have chalked up for themselves over the last year-a 
man makes a breakaway, the ball is' passed to him but falls 
short, so he 'has to 

stop 
turn round 

collect the ball 
turn round 

'start swimming again 
or pass the ball; and having been fully occupied for a few 
seconds he hasn't got much idea of how the field is placed, 
so the chances are that he makes another wrong pass, and so 

( 

I 
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it goes oni time and time again an advantage is lost, and this 
sort of thIng would wear any team down. Passing the ball 
short is one crime, passing it too far ahead is another. There 
are occasions when you can place the ball three or four yards 
ahead, when your man breaks away and has a clear swim 
through, but these occasions are rare. What frequently hap
pens is that the ball lands about four yards ahead and is inter
cepted by an opposing back and then finds its way dangerously 
near your own goal. May I suggest that on training nights 
players cut the cackle and pay a little more attention, especi
ally in the "relay race with the ball," where they will see one 
of their crimes repeated again and again, i.e., short or long 
passing. 

Another little point that needs clearing up is with reference 
tOo the Rules of Water Polo, No. 15 (m), whieh states that "It 
is a foul to be within two yards of an opponents' goal-line or 
remain there, except when BEHIND THE LINE OF THE 
BALL." I don't think any explanatory notes are necessary, 
but if you read this rule very slowly we might be spared 
that little scene; a melee round the goal, the ball goes in, the 
re'feree blows up for a goal, the teams swim back 
to their own goal lines to reform, all except one 
who with arms stretched up toward Heaven and an agon
ized' look on his face, coos plaintively to the referee, "Oh, 
two yards, ref. !" Cut the comedy and play tOo the whistle! ! 

ARE YOU IN THE PICTURE? . . . The Christmas Morn
ing Handicap will be held at usual at the Eton Mission Boat
house on the River Lea. The· first man will dive in at 9.30 
ack emma promptly and precisely, and no later. Come one, 
come all. 
. Latest news in the Neck and Neck Stakes-Levy, Misson, 
Richards. Levy and Misson are way out in front, still in that 
order. Brian Sargeant is ready to take either of these lads 
on at any time providing they have done at least sixty lengths, 
and forty with the "boards" first! 

Two more for the N. & N. Stakes are schoolboys Trevor 
Lusty and David Tier,only recently chan,ged o-yer from b~ck
stroke to the crawl, is coming on fast; he s gettIng the weIght 
of a polo ball, too! 

A further episode in the "Life of a Guided Missile," the 
ancient taxi, comes to light with a letter signed "Exasperated 
Otter." 

"The old taxi has a startling habit of suddenly swerving 
to the right regardless of traffic conditions. Can I do· any
thing about this?" 

Well, dear "E.O.," I am afraid t~ere !S little yo~ <;an d?, 
as the habit is probably too deeply IngraIned, and It IS a bIt 
late in the old girl's life to start. altering her .ways. ~ov;~v~r, 
whilst your taxi swerves to· the nght your mam worry IS. WIll 
the insurance cover it?" If, however, she starts swervmg ~o 
the left that is quite another story, and I suggest you get m 
touch ~ith a certain American. gentleman, who is an ~xpert 
on Leftist peculiarites-so they say; and I don't mean Kmscy! 

THE WATER RAT. 

HARRIERS NOTES 
The last month has seen some slight revival if! our activitie~, 

although it must be admitted th,,!t our most serIOUS con~ern IS 
still the lack 0.£ Juniors. Early m th~ month we sustamed a 
severe jolt when Crown and Ma~or viSited u~ and gave the Old 
Boys and Juniors a beating, leavmg the SenIor boys to redeem 
the situation. The Old Boys' race ~as won by .R. Stone of 
Crown and Manor in the very good time of 12 mms. 52 se~s., 
with clubmate Ken Rouse in second position. George SmIth 
was 3rd. Sid Morley 4th, and Bob Williamson 5.th. It is trl!e 
that we were not at full strength, lackin!l" B~an Cole, BIll 
Jenner and· Peter Keen (the .latter two beIng In the forces), 
but Crown and Manor certaInly showed that t?ey WIll pro
vide stern opposition later in the s:ason. Nat FIsher won the 
Senior race with Ted Konopka, MIke Keogh, Tony May, and 
Jim Kirby in close order behind him. ~o ';I'orries here. The 
Juniors were well beaten by the enthuslastI~ C. & M. boys, 
~ho providecl the individual winner in R. Omons. Alan Hunt 

was 4th, Dave Giles 5th, D. Wall 7th, Tony Pettipher 9th, 
C. Maddams 10th, and Billy Bales 13th. 

The Grafton Junior Road Race, run at Chingford, again 
demonstrated the strength of our Senior boys, for opposed by 
some very good clubs in North London H., Hampstead H., 
Loughton A.C., Grafton A.C., etc., they pulled one right out 
of the bag, winning by 27 points to Hampstead's 30 and North 
London's 32. Ted Konopka was 2nd, Mike Keogh 9th, Terry 
Newman 11th, and Jim Kirby 13th. 

Tuesday, 17th November, was the occasion of our annual 
fixture against the London Fire Brigade and the contest was 
this year made a triangular one by the inclusion of Standard 
Telephones. The course of about three miles was a new one 
and included both the Marsh Triangle and then down Water
den Road. Nat Fisher ran a grand race, for although lying 
only 5th at the· Waterden turn he came right through the field 
to win in the very good time of 15 mins. "dead." A very fine 
performance on the part of a 17-year-old to beat the experi
enced Senior runners. George Smith was 4th, Sid Morley 
5th, Mike Keogh (showing very good form just now) 6th, Ted 
Konopka 7th, Brian Cole 9th. 

We again entered the North of the Thames Inter-Team Race 
run at Woodford Green over a five miles course, but opposition 
here was of course very strong, the 34 teams containing most 
of the most prominent clubs, and we did reasonably well to 
finish 22nd, the scoring four being Sid Morley 76th, George 
Smith 77th, Bill Jenner 93rd, and Brian Cole 103rd. There 
were over 250 starters, a wonderfud sight in the early stages 
of the race. The strength of our packing was shown by the 
fact that, scoring the whole eight runners of the team, we 
should have finished in 12th position. 

L. G. 

HARRIERS 5th ANNUAL DINNER 
SATURDAY, 28th NOVEMBER 

This year we branched out; and instead of the usual Stag 
Party we invited the Ladies; or should I say it was the pressure 
put on the nearly all married Committee that caused us to 
have them with us? 

We had as Chairman, Les Golding, who. has completed 
twenty-five years, excluding war years, as our Secretary; a 
truly great record, for which he received a great ovation. Then 
we got down to the business of eating the excellent meal 
prepared by Mrs. Foreman and her helpers and served by the 
band of lady helpers coached by Teach P.erkins (serve frol!! 
the left, soup on the plates, not on' the sUlts, etc.). All thIS 
food was helped down by Johnny Phillips' "Special Flash Point 
Fire Water." Luckily the petrol strike was o.ff or I don't 
know what we would have done for drink. 

During the course of the meal and the sweet, our Chairman 
took wine (Fire Water) with the Ladies, our various honoured 
Guests the pre-1924 athletes including Dave Murphy, who was 
Les's predecessor as Secretary, and our most under· nourished 
members, Len Mace and George LittJemore. As a result .of 
all this wine-taking, Pie Wilkins has volunteered to be ChaIr
man for next year. 

The proceedings continued with the customary toasts, commenc
ing with "The Club" by Mr. A. Gold of London A.C:, a former 
International high jumper and now an A.A.A. S.e11101' Coach, 
who has contributed in no small way to the nse of Del'ek 
Cox. He said "That the Club had had some outstanding 
a(',hievements in the past year, not only in competition, but 
also in the promotion of various meetings, and that the very 
first athletics meeting he ever saw was on a grass track on 
the Wilderness in 1926." He carried on by saying that every 
time he read the first team football result his hair turned grey 
with worry for the safety of his recently black-eyed pupil. 
Len Kerridge replied and thanke.d ~r. G?ld for hIS. ~emarks 
and all that he had done for us In hIS various capaCItIes. 

Next we had Ben Gatward, one of our newly-appointcd 
honorary coaches. Unfortunately, the only thing he has "dis
covered" at the moment is the "White Lion," which made it 
difficult for him to read his script, who proposed the health 
of the Ladies and Guests. His speech was very entertaining, 
due to a previous visit to his "discovery," I?o. doubt, and he 
said "he did not respect Club members opmlons very often,· 
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but looking at the gathering he thought their choice of wives, 
girl friends or 'what have you,' was very appropriate." Con
tinuing, he referred to the many distinguished Guests who· were 
present with their wives, etc.(?}, and thanked them for th;e 
part they had played in helping the Section. On resuming hIs 
seat he was greeted with loud applause, accompanied by an 
A.R.P. rattle operated by the boys on Table 6. Replying for 
the Guests Mr. E. Murname, of the Park, thanked us for the 
free meal,' and was very relieved that he did not h~ve t.o 
respond for the Ladies, but we were ~ery fortunate m thIS 
instance that the wife of one of our bIggest runners, Harry 
(Shorthouse) Hart, had offered to sl?eak: She. enlighten~d 
the audience with the lot of an athlete s WIfe, saymg a certam 
gentleman could run across EpI?ing Fo,rest in all weathers 
quicker than he could run to the kitchen smk. 

Last but by no means least, "Pie" Wilkins. thanked Les .and 
his wife for the yeoman service they had glVen the Harriers, 
and expressed the hope for their next twenty.five years of 
office. Les, in his reply, said, "I took over office .in my last 
year in the Boys' Club and have been there ever smce, solely 
because no one else would take the job." Les followed by 
presenting the Trophies for the past season. Also on view was 
the very fine A.AA. Cup w~ich Derek C~x .brought back to 
the Club this year, and we SIncerely hope It IS here for many 
years to come. 

At this point we had a surprise item which did n~t appear 
on the Menu. Dickie Rankin, on behalf of all HarrIers, pre
sented Les with an electric toaster in appreciation of the work 
he has done for us and for Athletics in general, and to his 
wife Mrs. Wootten presented a very fine bouquet of flowers. 

The evening continued with dancing to the Astorians, and 
drinking to Johnny Phillips. Due to the latter's depa.rtment, 
some of the more stately and elderly members and theIr part
ners were seen to be "Cutting a Rug," and someone was even 
heard to say "Give us some Creep." 

Finally, I would like to express my thanks, and. I know t??se 
of everyone present, to Arthur Wootten and hIS O!gams~ng 
Committee, to Mrs. Foreman and her lady hell?ers, m~ludIng 
many" of the boys' mothers, and our very effiCIent WaItresses 
from Brookfield Manor; also to several gentlemen (no names) 
who washed up-(Iadies, kindly not.e)-making t~e Chairman's 
job of clearing up on Sunday mornmg much eaSIer. 

TOASTMASTER. 

Dear Mr. Editor, 
May I, through the columns ~f CHI~-W~GI express my 

appreciation to all those who contributed In gIVIng Anne and 
I such a wonderful evening on the 28th November. We would 
like to thank the mothers who helped to serve, Mrs. Foreman 
and Mrs. Garnham, .who accomplishe? a herculean task, the 
Brookfield Manor gtrls who, as waItresses, performed par 
excellence, Dave and Susie Murphy, and the many others who 
came from far afield; and Arthur Wootten, Jim Perkins, 
Arthur Wilkins, Cecil Wilkins, Alan Wood, and the other will
ing helpers who made the Harriers' Dinner such a success. 

Many thanks also to all for the very kind presentation. 
Saturday, 28th November, will be a night we shall long 
remember. 

Very many thanks to you all. LES GOLDING. 

FIRST AID 
I have been more than pleased to have been asked to write a 

few notes about First Aid for the Christmas CHIN-WAG. From 
the point of view of everybody, and particularly for the C!ub, 
First Aid is a most important item for our study and attentlOn. 
How many times in our lives have we felt that if only we had 
just it little knowledge we could have been of help and assist
ance to someone who has been hurt or injured. Perhaps a 
member of your own family has been hurt in a cycling acci
dent or in a street game. You have felt the urge to want to 
be of assistance, but have stood back because you did not 
know what had to be done. All this could have been put 
right with just a few hours' study and practice with a good 
First Aid group such as we have at the Club. 

The purpose of any g~ouP such as. ours .is to' teach people 
the simple elementary prInCIples of Fust AId; some there are 
who go on to the more advanced courses and studies, and who 
get a great deal of pleasure and satisfa?tion in doing sO', ~d 
in using this knowledge to be of servIce to the commumty 
whenever the need arises. 

What is concerning me, however, is the I~ck of ~omJ!etition 
facilities for the younger age groups; there IS nothmg hke the 
element of competition for stimulating and maintaining interest 
in this subject. When one considers the enormous number of 
Boys' Clubs that there are in the London area, it.is depressing 
to find that only Fairbairn House besides ourselves run. a 
regular First Aid section. Each year the London Federation 
of Boys' Clubs makes an a:ppea~ to. its :nember 9l!l~s to incl~de 
this very worth while subject In .It: 1.1st of .actIVltIes, but Wlth 
little or no success. I know that It IS ImpOSSIble for the average 
Club to take part in every activity, but here is something that 
needs little or no organising, costs next to nothing in the way 
of equipment, and can be carried out in any odd room, or 
even in an odd corner. If these few notes should catch the 
eye of any other Club Leader or Manager who does not include 
First Aid as an activity in his Club I do earnestly commend 
him to give it a try at least. He will not lack for helpers, 
and if he will contact me I will do- all that I can to help him 
in any way to get it started. 

Now enough about other Clubs. What of our own? We 
have a good keen little bunch of lads, all pretty regular too, 
thoroughly enjoying their evening's work in the Club. But we 
could do with a few more, just a few who perhaps have yet to 
find the activity which suits them best. Come along and pay 
us a visit on Tuesday evenings; you will find it well worth
while, and something which once learnt will never be for
gotten, and which might at some time or other be the means 
of saving someone's life-yes, perhaps someone whom you 
love as dearly as life itself. 

!fi 
TIT .. BITS 

L. HIBBERD. 

Congratulations to young Nicky Gargano who represented 
his country for the fourth time when winning against Ireland 
in Belfast recently, three weeks after his 19th birthday. Con
gratulations also to Alf Drew, who represents London against 
the Army at Seymour Hall. 

The Harriers' Fifth Annual Dinner attracted the biggest 
crowd at a post-war Club dinner; 154 guests ate an excellent 
meal and spent an enjoyable, couple of hours afterwards danc
ing and chin-wagging. 

We now have four Club sections regularly staging annual 
reunion dinners, and a fifth section have plans for one. These 
functions are immensely popular and often bring back into the 
Club, if only for the evening, members who cannot make regu
lar attendances. 

Congratulations also to young Ron Purcell on being selected 
to play for Essex Juniors at Table Tennis. The competition 
for a place in this team is really terrific, and this is a good 
effort. _ 

Netting ten goals in two consecutive cup matches, the Club 
1st XI have every chance of making a good showing in this 
season's Senior Cup matches. The next round of the Essex 
Senior Cup will see us away at Ilford on January 9th, 1954, 
a really good class team who have thousands of their own 
supporters present at cup matches. It would be nice to sec a 
good sprinkling of Manorites there. How about it? 

Will this mild spell of weather hold to Christmas? If so, 
we might set up a new record entry with the 'annual swim in 
the River Lea. The more the merrier; there is no limit to 
the entry. Assemble at Mission boathouse at 9 a.m., and all 
competitors are invited back to the Club for breakfast 
afterwards. 

All good wishes t6 Reg Jennings, who this year enters the 
Amateur Squash Championships-the first Manorite to do so 
for many years. 

ONLOOKER. 
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Another Christmas is upon us. The years just go speeding 
by; it has been an interesting one. The Football Team being 
winners of the London League, we chalked up our first 
AA.A. Championship, the Harriers had their best year ever, 
the Boxers had their first International for many years, the 
Boys' Club with a waiting list for members, and the spirit in 
the Club probably better than it has ever been. To all our 
members at home and overseas, we wish a very happy time, 
especially to those members who cannot be with us but will be 
thinking of their friends in the Club. 

I was a guest at the Middlesex Wanderers Football Club 
dinner during the past month, and what a great spo,rting 
gathering it was; 450 present, all men, and good fun it was 
too. They sang the Wanderers' songs through the' courses, 
and during the whole evening there was not a dull moment, 
with many famous names present. In fact, when the toast 
was given to people who had represented England at all sports, 
men of all shapes, sizes and ages rose to their feet. They 
included Jimmy Seed, Arthur Grimsdell, Jim Lewis and Les 
Compton. I only mention these four to show the big difference 
in ages. When the men who had represented us at the Olym
pic Games were given a toast,. the same applied. It was 
pleasant to see at least three Manorites present (there may 
have been more), Harry Mallin, Jim Lewis, and myself. But 
the reason for writing about this was that the guest of honour 
was K. J. J. Lotsy, who is the manager of the Stadium at 
Amsterdam, and I was introduced to him as a member of the 
finest Boys' Club in England, who are the possessors of the 
finest sports ground in England. I did not get much oppor
tunity of telling him about the Club because the respective 
Chairmen of Enfield. Barnet and Finchley, plus a well-known 
referee who said he had had the pleasure of refereeing many 
matches for the Club, were so full of enthusiasm that I just 
listened, but at the same time felt very proud, especially when 
one bloke said "I don't care in what sport you meet the Manor 
Club they ar~ a grand lot of boys, and win or lose it is always 
a pl~a~ure to be with them." I hand this testimonial over to 
the "Club in the way it was said. I have mentioned the Clubs 
concerned and it is very gratifying to he<).r the old Club so 
well spoke~ and thought of; the Dutchman was certainly given 
a good impression. It means that the personality of our Club 
members means a lot in the world of sport. Long may it be so. 

The Middlesex Wanderers, of course, is a touring team of 
well-known football and cricket personalities, chosen from the 
members, and its chief object is the social side of sport, to 
encourage good sportsmanship and fellowship in the countries 
they visit. One such tour took them to Tutkey before the 
,war. 

Bill Heryet one of the Spurs directors, was also in the party 
and when th~ Manor was being talked about he endorsed all 
that had been said and told us a story about the Club. It 
appeared that many years ago he was a football referee and 
was refereeing a match during which one of the Manorites 
was hurt. He took quite a time to get right and then became 
violently sick and Bill Heryet was worried because he feared a 
serious casualty; but his mind was set at rest when a mem
ber of the team said, "Don't worry, sir, he's all right, it's only 
all that red meat he had for dinner before the match." If this 
catches the eye of the members concerned in this episode, they 
will always be welcomed at Tottenham. The Club has built up 
many friends over the years. 

This is a little story of an old couple who had a very happy 
and successful married life and were celebrating their 50 years 
golden wedding. A young reporter was sent to interview them. 

The old chap said "Well it was like this when we were mar
ried. We left the church in our little one horse trap and I 
drove the missus to the farm. On the way the horse stumbled. 
I said 'That's once'. He stumbled a second time and I said 
'That's twice'. Just as we reached the farmhouse it stumbled 
a third time, so I orders the missus out of the trap, took my 
revolver out and shot it through the head, whereupon the 
missus carried on alarming, said she· wished she'd never seen 
me, called me a cruel, heartless beast and so on. When she 
calmed down a bit I said 'Have you finished'. She said 'yes', 
so I said 'alright, that's once' ". 

Times change, and the Pudding & Beef Handicap has fallen 
on bad times during the past few years, but there is always a 
good time to be had at the Club on Christmas Eve, so anyone 
in the vicinity please drop in. You are bound to meet a pal or 
two who wants to revive the old Christmas spirit. The Christ
mas morning race, of course, is always there for the toughest in 
the Club. If you don't like to take the plunge yourself, get 
along and give the Spartans a cheer. 

I saw a very good crack on a programme recently: "The 
best committee is a committee of two, when one is absent". 

Did you hear about the boy who was very keen on dramatics, 
and at last got a part. He went home delighted and told his 
father that he was given the role of a man who had been 
married 25 years. "That's fine" replied Dad, "keep going and 
one day you will get a speaking part." 

Fan-mailers have pointed out that if "Whispers" started in 
1917, there must be something wrong with my ready reckoner. 

The Harriers Dinner was by far the most outstanding ever 
held at the Club, an excellent evening from beginning to end. 
This was just as it should be to celebrate Les Goldtng's 25th 
year as Secretary. A presentation of an electric toaster and a 
Bouquet was made to Les and his wife, and neither of them were 
left with any doubt as to their popularity. They were shown in no 
uncertain manner how mu.ch their work was appreciated over 
the years. There was quite a lot to write about but I will 
leave it until next month. Wc had the pleasure of the company 
of Dave Murphy and Susie, who had travelled from Northamp
ton in order to be with us. 

FURTHER NOTES BY·" EVERGREEN" 
After the "B's" triumphs, recorded in the October CHIN-WAG, 

it only remained for them to secure the Senior Schools trophy, 
which came about in due course. And what an honour it was 
indeed for the old Berkshire Road School when they were 
chosen to represent Hackney Schools in the Corinthian Shield 
Competition, only for them to be beaten later in the season 
by either West Ham or East Ham on the old Orient ground 
at Millfields Road. I remember that it was a weU-built boy, 
a beautiful footballer, later to become famous, who did the 
damage. . 

Soon after this, the great Mr. Swift's health began to 
fail. For six months he battled on bravely, coming to school 
when he was far from well, and at last having to give up alto
gether. He moved away to a little place at Billericay, in 
Essex, and passed away in the Spring of 1926. A wonderful 
life of service to others. His 44 years in the Wick, spent 
among those he knew and loved, young and old, are his 
memoriaL I am reminded of him by the Psalm of Life
"Lives of great men all remind us we can make our lives 
sublime; And departing, leave behind us footprints on the 
sands of Time." 



10 CHIN-WAG December, 1953 

MEMORIES 
What nostalgic memories "Evergreen's" article in the October 

CHIN-WAG conjure up for me, and how clearly return my recol
lections of my childhood in the Wick. We lived in Osborne 
Road, right opposite Charlie. Storey, whose. father told him 
not to go near the water until he could SWIm! I remember 
well thc old Marsh road of those far off days, inches deep in 
water and mud in the winter, and the old toll gate at the 
White Hart. Shades of Jameson's horses, Spickett's donkey, 
and the "roundhouse'~! I learnt to swim my first strokes at 
the third pole along the Cut. I was also a Berkshire Road 
boy, and recall Mr. Swift batting against all-corners with a flag
pole for the wicket-he was no respecter of p~operty on ~hese 
occasions. I remember the school motto winch was prmted 
in great letters across the end of the hall-"Stick Hard, Hold 
Fast." We had a nigger minstrel troupe of which both Jim 
Lewis and myself were members. We did a lot of shows, 
including one at the Club for the "Urchins." I recall our 
coming back from one show at Leyton carrying lighted Chinese 
lanterns across the Marsh. Jimmy Lewis had a grand voice 
in those days and used to sing a solo about "Two birds on 
top of a great big tree." I was later on a member of the 
South Hackney Central football team which was humbled by 
the Berkshire boys. Until then we had rather thought of our
selves as supermen at most thi"ngs. Maybe it was because of 
those little "pimple" hats we used to wear. Yes, we made our 
own fun in those far away days; no radio, television or super 
cinemas. The Morley I:Iall put on a show called animated 
pictures-and what an unbelievable sensation they were. Do 
the youngsters in the Wick still play "Jimmy Nacko," "Re
lease" and "Dead Man Dark Scenery"? My youngsters think 
I am romancing when I talk about such things. How well 
I remember the day at Rigg's Retreat at the expense of Horatio 
Bottoinley. What exciting days they were, and what compe
tition to sit up with the driver. What about Doctor Jelly and 
his high-steppers? What about the old street cries-the Fly 
Paper man with' the sticky paper around his hat and his cry 
·of "Catch 'em alive." The "Hokey Pokey" man with his 
"Penny a Lump." The Fish Vendor with his "Humpty
back Haddicks" and "Fine Large Shrimps," "Winkles-all 
Brown 'Uns." The Picture Man with his "Buy a highly 
coloured Plate," "Five a penny Comics." The Milkman's "Two 
.and 'alf a quart." 

Yes, once we 'can open the floodgates of memory we can 
go on for ever-but it is grand .sometimes to forget the hustle 
of modern life and to ponder on the spacious days of long ago. 

ARTHUR BASS. 

Clive Jones writing from Mau Mau land:- It was indeed 
a velY nice surprise to hear from the Club. I would like to 
thank Mr. Villiers for forwarding on the address of Mr. Bun
ting whom I will visit on my next trip to Nairobi. 

I am very pleased to hear another Manorite in the person 
of George Flowers is out here. I only wish I had known earlier, 
because at one time I was meeting all the regiment at Eastleigh 
aerodrome on their arrival in Kenya, and I had plenty of time 
to spare. However my life of ease and luxury as experienced 
in Nairobi is now way behind me, and if I cared to use some 
imagination I might be able to compare my new camp with an 
annual camp at the "Thorns" (except that the sun does shine 
out here). 

The regimental H.Q. is situated about ten miles north of 
Nyeri which is about 115 miles north of Nairobi. Our task out 
here is to open up the Aberdare Forest by means of roads 
travelling east to west and by connecting all these roads with a 
main road running along the top ridge of the Aberdares. 

ROGERS & BONS, 168 Viotori" Pllork ROllod, E. 9 AMHerst 1967 

Now this might on paper seem pretty dull and too much like 
hard work. Hard work it might be but far from dull; on the 
contrary. (What wo;Uld you do if you .~aw. a rhino 0; an e1ep~ant 
coming towards ,you ·on 'a path whIch 1S approximately elg~t 
feet wide and no room to turn round your Land Rover?) ThiS 
predicament has not yet confronted me, but last ~unday on 
surveying some existing tracks in. the Aberdares (Rift Valley), 
we came upon great mounds all along ~he path (which w~re 
steaming). My sergeant who has seen qUIte a few years servIce 
in this area casually informed me that this was the waste 
product of elephants, which had used this same track some 
short period before us. . . 

The biggest laugh and an experience not to be missed is to 
play or watch a football match against an African team. Not 
only do they. they play good football but they usually win, and 
in bare feet, and I can assure you that our sappers don't very 
much care about putting boots on to bare feet. The humorous 
side of the game is supplied by the native spectators, who do 
everything imaginable to encourage their team to. score more 
goals. They even crowd round the opposition goal and sing 
rude songs to distract the. goalkeeper. 

As yet the Mau Mau have not troubled us, except that some 
shots fired into the camp during our first week entered the 
water tank and flooded out most of the officer's tents! This 
was put down to Mau Mau at first, but we have since found 
out that the 1st Btn. Buffs, seven miles away, wanted to wel
CDme us to Kenya and promptly christened us in the manner 
most appropriate. 

My best wishes to all Manorites, and I trust and hope that 
all sections of the Club- are enjoying their full quota of succes
ses. Up the Manor. 

Peter Muncey, who is training to become a teacher at Lough
borough College writes :-We have just finished our first period 
of Teaching Practice; I was sent, with another student to a 
Primary School in Nottingham. I was /iiven a mixed form 
aged nine plus from a rather nice area. Their form teacher 
was a Miss Watson, two years out of College herself; she really 
was most helpful. I seemed to get along quite well with the 
class, they rather liked the idea of a man taking them for P.T. 
and Games. I don't know which was the most amusing lesson, 
when I took them for singing or for country dancing! Anyway 
it has been a grand experience and it seems a pity that I have 
to go back to College again next Monday. Still, it will not be 
long now, we are due to go down on the 16th December. I 
must close now as it is time for dinner. Please give my regards 
to all the chaps at the Club, I hope to see something of them 
during the Christmas Vacation. 

All the following members are serving in the Canal Zone:
Nigel Corper, A.G.3 (B), M.E.L.F., 17. 
Ted Rainbow, "R" Coy., 5, B.O.D., M.E.L.F., 11. 
Douglas Rose, M.T. Section, R.A.F. Fayid, M.E.A.F., 15. 
Pete Smith, A.G.S (E), G.H.Q., M.E.L.F., 17. 
Jim Wood, No. 1 Printing Press, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F., 17. 
Alan Stacey "B" Troop, 4·5 Commando, Royal Marines, 

M.E.L.F., 29. 
Don Smithers, "C" Coy., 1st Battalion Royal Fusilicrs, 

attached Srd Infantry Brigade, H.Q., M.E.L,F., 27. 
Fred Bevan, 1st Battalion' Royal Fusiliers,_ M.E.L.F., 27. 

The OLD BOYS present a 

NEW YEAR'S EVE DANCE 
Thursday, December 31 st, 1953 

ERIC ROY and his MUSIC 

Tickets 3/6 Each Strictly Limited 


