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medals. It has been a difficult season for the footballers and 
the Committee. Late holidays, weddings, and honeymoons, 
all combined to get us off to a bad start, just when we should 
be at our best. Injuries, sickness, overtime, and other reasons 
connected with work, have all added to the story since. Per
haps the biggest blow of all is that many of our best y?ung 
players have succumbed to the lure of what the professIOnal 
game has to offer them. Unlike any other senior amateur 
Club, we cannot go outside our own membership to fill up the 
gaps in the ranks. If we haven't good enough players in our 
reserve sides, then there is nothing much that can be done 
about it. 

One thing is certain, however, many players who would 
normally not expect to make the first team yet are going to be 
given their chance to shine, and already some of the more pro
mising younger players have had a chance. With this incen
tive it is to be hoped that there will be a better response for 
the Tuesday and Thursday evening training sessions. All other 
things being equal, it is the fittest player who can be expected 
to show up the best, and last out the longest. For the first 
time in many years we are in the bottom half of the league 
table, and it is not going to be easy getting up that ladder. 
Wc seem to have lost some of the fighting spirit which was the 
keynote of our best years. The skill is apparent, but skill 
alone is not sufficient; there must be determination and staying 
power allied to this skill if we are to regain our place among 
the best sides. 

The success story so far is undeniably the Rugby Club; full 
of the confidence which continued successes on the field has 
brought them, they are about the most enthusiastic section in 
the Club at the moment. The hard work done by Derek Marsh 
and his helpers over recent years has provided a stream of 
young, keen, and eager players, including converts from soccer 
and other sections. They have no worries about cup competi
tions, or the problem of the professional scouts. Neither have 
they any doubts about their position in a league table, relega
tion or promotion. The game's the thing, and, whether they 
are "carded" for the First XV or the "Stiffs", they get the 
maximum of pleasure out of their Saturday afternoons. There 
appears to be a Rugby Revivalist movement afoot among the 
Schools, and several have taken up the game for the first time. 
Various reasons have been advanced for this, the most obvious 
being the large numbers of young Welshmen who have taken 
up teaching as a profession. Rugby dies hard with a Welsh
man, if it dies at all, and all power to their elbows for infect
ing their enthusiasm for the game among the schools. 

The Otters are another section which seems to be going 
through their transition period, with the old 'uns getting older, 
and the young 'uns not yet old enough, or good enough, to 
keep them out of the team. Prospects there are in plenty, and, 
if National Service does ever end, they will build up into the 
best team we have had in years. Of all sports, .National Service 
seems to hit swimming and polo the hardest. There are so 
few opportunities for the chap in the services to continue with 
this sport, and many indeed never return to it when they 

.finally "get their ticket". At the recent Otters A.G.M., Coach 
'Len Dennahy made it clear that if the youngsters are prepared 
to work hard enough, and to play the game as they should, 
then they have it in them to reach top class polo. . Another 
encouraging feature at this meeting was the suggestion that 
there should be more inter-club swimming events. This is 
essential to keep up the interest in speed and quickness off the 
mark, both necessary for a class polo player. 

Amateur Boxing appears to be losing some of its interest 
as evidence of this, the half dozen or so of our better 
could be boxing almost every night of the week at some show 
or ano.ther in and around the London area. There are nothing 
like enough youngsters coming into the sport these days to 

provide the continuity necessary for the furtherance of the 
game. There has been a tremendous turn-over among the top 
amateurs to the professional ranks, consequent upon the lift
ing of the Entertainment Tax, which was stated to be the 
ca'use of so many of the smaller halls staging professional box
ing, to close down. These are said to be the. chief reasons for 
the poor standards of amateur boxing in thIS country at the 
moment. The future seems to lie in the attitude of the schools, 
and. the boys still at school. It is encouraging therefore to 
learn that the Hackney Schools anticipate a large and pro
mising entry for their District Championships. In our experi
ence we have found that very few boys .take up boxing for 
the first time after leaving school, it is those who have achieved 
B. measure of success in the schools boxing who have carried on 
with it after leaving school. 

Those of our members who are contemplating starting a new 
life in Canada will be interested in the further article by our 
good friend Harry Whiston. Harry has provided us with some 
most interesting and informative statistics concerning the 
varieties of employment available, percentages of Bri tish immi
grants who filled the jobs, and the reaction of British immi

to the conditions prevailing in Canada. We are most 
grateful to Harry for the time and study that he has given to 
the problems involved, and he is assured that it is much appre
ciated by us all. 

Mr. Smalley. who emigrated to Australia some months ago, 
has also provided us with some very useful information about 
conditions in Australia for the new immigrant. In brief, Mr. 
Smalley says that' there is no shortage of employment for those 
who. are prepared to work, conditions of work and pay are very 
good, but that the housing shortage is deplorable. The tre
mendous influx into Australia of immigrants from the Latin 
countries, particularly Italy, is also adding to the problem of 
housing. To buy a house, and you can pay as much as £.3,000 
for an old timber house, you would need to put down £'1,000 
immediate payment, and pay the balance within one year! 
Compare this with the generous terms available in England for 
the purchase of houses, and it will give a better indication of 
how difficult the situation is. 

BOYS' CLUB NOTES 
General Knowledge Week-end 

A. party of Boys' Club members spent a most enjoyable week
end at the Warren Farm during November, where Sir Edward 
Cadogan very kindly ·allowed us to stage the House Comps. 
General Knowledge. There was never a dull moment and 
what might normally be something of a dry subject turned out 
to be a big success. On arrival at the railway station on 
Friday evening the teams were issued with Paper No. 1 and 
were given 13 hours to find out the answers. After breakfast 
on Saturday morning the boys commenced Paper No. 2, a 
written test and a real tough onc, this kept them fully occupied 
until lunch. The weather being fine, a knock-out Padder com
petition was arranged for the afternoon and this was won by 
Peter Travis. Being a Quiz, Test No. 3, on Sunday morning, 
was something of a lighthearted affair with some rather amus
ing questions being asked. A country walk in the afternoon 
followed by tea and then departure. The competition was won 
by Blue House with Mike McIntyre and Mike Howe; Greens 
were second with Trevor Sawyer and Pete Travis; third, Reds 
with Terry Rawlings and Dave Nix; and fourth, White wi'h 
Ian McLean and Bruce McGuire. Individual first place was 
a tie between' Mike McIntyre and Terry Rawlings. 

House Comps. Party 
At last we have solved the problem. The ideal type of cele

bration party has been found for the Club boy of to-day. Re
freshment in the Club and a coach ride to the West End to see 
a show. In this case it was at the London Palladium with 
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Max Bygraves and a very lively cast. This particular show 
proved to be the very thing, and the Boys' Club Committee 
recomn;end a repeat of this type of party for next year's House 
ChampIOns. 

Combined Mob-Match and House Cross-Country at 
Grange Farm, Chigwell 

Footballers, Boxers, Rugby-ites, Runners, Swimmers BiJliards 
Players, "lay-abouts," etc., etc. This is when we look for your 
support. The status of the annual combined Mob match v. 

and. Manor and the House Cross-Country race has been 
raIsed conSIderably. The event will not be held at the rather 
confined quarters at Chingord as in the past. Arrangements 
have been r;lade for the race to be at The Grange Farm 
Centre, on mornIng, January 12th, 1958, 
where there IS adequate dreSSIng space, hot baths and refresh

T? ensure that. all competitors travel to and from 
Chlgwell In comfort, prIvate coaches have been hired to run 
from the Club, Leyton Town Hall, and from Crown and 
Manor. Further details on Boys' Club notice. This race is not 
confined to runners-all Club members will be more than wel
come. 

Inactivity Check 
Boys' Club Rule 6 reads as follows; "All members must take 

an active part in the Club. Members who are unable to take 
part in Physical activities are excused, but are encouraged to 
attend the quieter classes." A full-scale inactivity check is to 
take place in the Boys' Club early in the New YeH. It will 
be rather. a systematic affair and nobody will miss the check. 
If you thml: you have a good. reason for not taking a more 
actlVe part In the C!lub you WIll be given the chance to say 
your pIece at Committee, but be sure your excuse is genuine
we have a nasty habit of checking up on some of the excuses 
offered. 

Table Tennis 
In an attempt to encourage younger members to take a 

competitive interest in this activity, a series of inter-club 
will be held at the Club, Riseholme Street, during 

thIS wmter. Although Stan Johnson will continue to hold cer
tain matches ::t the Wilderness as he has done for years, we 
are endeavouung to stage a weekly league or cup match in 
Boy,,' upstairs games room at the Club. If you are interested 
watch the notice boards for details; games will mainly 
played on Thursday evenings. 

Christmas Camps. 
The Club will open at 7.0. a.m. on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, 

December 24th, and there WIll be plenty of fun and games for 
all who care to join in. Members are asked to enter for the 
Billiards and Table Tennis in advance (see notice boards) as 
these: will be run as Handicap competitions and there is a 
certain amount of advance working ou.t to be done. For the 
other competitions, Football, Treasure Hunt, and, time 
pennittting, "Housey-Housey", entries will be accepted on the 
night. Prizes to be won in all these events, no entrance fees, 
come along and join in the fun. 

House Comps. Art 
The Object Drawing Competition is to be held in the Club 

on Tuesday evening, January 7th, and the Memory Drawing 
the following Tuesday, January 14th. Here again the com
petition is not confined .to the regular members of the Drawing 
class. Members from each of the four houses are more than 
welcome to join in this competition and we look forward to a 
big class on these two nights. 

"Hardy Members" 
Arc to-day's members as tough as the pre-war Boys' Club. 

members? Here are two fine chances to prove that they are 
with record entries for;-

CHRISTMAS MORNING; Annual Club Handicap 
Swimming Race in the River Lea. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12th: Eton Manor Boys v. Crown 
and Manor Boys Mob Match and Cross-Country race at 
Chigwell. 

G. H. E. J. 

IHE"b 
.:-

The Otters held their Annual General Meeting in the Club 
on Monday, November 18th, Mr. Baring was in the Chair. The 
Chairman apologised for the absence of Alf Hodges who was 
at home suffering from the 'flu. The minutes were passed and 

Draper made his report, not a very happy one;' Fed. 
SWImmIng continued to be good but otherwise the standard had 
slipped, particularly during the latter part of the summer when 
the temporary absence of Les Dennahay was felt most. Bill 
Wood had a happier tale to report; the 'Club's bank balance 
was just the pound mark and was probably the 
best ever; ,thIS was mall,!ly due to the grant from the Football 
Supporters Club. Colm Draper, acting as stand-in for Alf 
Hodges, reported that polo. was doing reasonably well at the 
end of the year, but the Juniors still had a lot to learn. 

L.es Dennahay addressed the meeting and apologised for 
haVIng been away for so many months, but pressure of work in 
the country had made it impossible to be at the Baths' that 
situation had now changed and he was glad to be back. There 
was one however, that he was sorry to see; too many 
members dId not make full use of the one and a half hours 
at the arriving they still wasted time by hanging 
abo.ut Also, sWlm.mcl's should get some training in 
thClr own time. Commentmg on the loss of gond swimmers 
this was not fatal, provided the remainder put that little bit 
extra. into their polo and swimming. 

. At election time the only change was the Junior Representa
tIve? David now takes on the job of ensuring that the 
JUlllOI'S have theIr say; the remainder of the Committee will 
continue as before; Gordon Draper, Hon. Sec.; Bill 'Wood, 
Hon. Treasurer; Alf Hodges, Hon. Polo Sec.; and Colin Draper 
Hon. Social Sec. and Alf's right-hand man. ' 

Any Other Business; Butch Reid asked for more polo balls 
Slan Brown asked for swimming matches, and Ken Fenneli 
asked for mare publicity. This last request was a result of 
Mr. Baring's enquiry as to why we Jose money on the water 
polo gala; Ken's opinion was that this was due to a lack of 
publicity, but, as Bill Wood pointed out, all the Clubs were 
notified, a half dozen handbills were sent to each Club; at 
least one was sent to all officials and those others who might be 
interested and the Press was also informed. The answer seems 
to be that making a profit is remote, but publicity by personal 
contact and by word-of-mouth and constant plugging whenever 
you visit someone else's Bath might help in keeping the loss 
down. A lengthy discussion was held on the question of team 
captains and selection of players, and it was resolved that the 
Coach would initiate a scheme by selecting the players when 
the new season commenced. 

Mr. Baring presented the'Lusty Cup to the best Junior of 
the year, David Wyles; and to the remainder of the Juniors an 
invitation to the Circus, and also to the Isle of Thorns in the 
summer. 

Ken Fennel proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Baring on 
behalf of all the Otters. 

Don't forget the CHRISTMAS MORNING SWIM open to 
all-corners at the Mission Boathouse at nine o'clock on the day, 
and a hot breakfast at the Club afterwards. 

THE WATER RAT. \ , 

\ : 
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HARRIERS NOTES 
This past month has seen a little improvement in our turn

outs, and although we have not hit the highlights, w'e had. e,:
peeted we have had some enjoyable runs. I don t know If It 
was duy Fawkes celebrations which was responsible for the 
reduced field for our Handicap on November 5th, but we had 
fireworks of our own brand. Among the dozen who turned 
out Dick Bakewell was a worthy winner in a nett time of 
8 l~ins. 21 secs., bettering his House Comps. time by 19 secs., 
just getting home in front of George Smith who 'Yent through 
the field to return a new Course Record of 6 millS. 45 secs., 
with Henry Johnson in third place one second away and a 
nett time of 7 mins. 46 secs. and with only 50 seconds separa
ting the whole field. 

We did not exactly cover ourselves with glory on November 
9th at Parliament Hill in the North London Association Cham
pionships. Nat Fisher ran well to finish 7th in 29 mins. 24: secs. 
Our other placings were: M. Keough 93rd, B. Lee 97th, ~. 
Keen 107th, E. Konopka 114th, S. Morley 116th. Tearn POSI
tion, 13th. 

The following Saturday, November 16th, in the .~orth of 
the Thames Inter-team Race, we filled the same posItlOn, but 
this time in a field of 34 teams. Star of our crowd was un
doubtedly Nat Fisher, who finished 2nd of the 234 ~tarters. At 
one mile Nat was in 14th place, but at three mIles he had 
gone int~ a lead of 30 yds. At this point it seemed that per
haps Nat had rather misjudged the distance. Entering the 
finishing field with some 300 yds. to go, only two yards sepa
rated Nat and Gouldie of Q. P.lI .. winner the previous w~ek. 
These passed and re-passed each other until 30 yds. from the 
line when Gouldie made a terrific effort to which Nat could 
not' quite respond. Nevertheless, N at's was a great run, and 
both were well over 200 yds. in front of the next man home. 

Being aware that Nat was in the lead, the rest of our crowd, 
although not really fit, battled on like heroes in support. Flac
ings were:, 2nd N. Fisher, 30 mins. 57 secs.; 47th M. Keough; 
51st B. Cole; 132nd A. Basstoe; 161st E. Konopka; 186th P. 
Keen; 197th S. Morley. 

On November 12th our boys had their first match when we 
entertained Wadham H. and Hornsey St. Mary's, and so good 
was our turn-out that in the 14-16-year class we were able to 
field two teams. Wadham won the event, with our "B" team 
second, Hornsey third, and our "A" team fourth. Barry Am:s 
had quite a tough fight with the two Wadham stars, and dId 
well to split them at the finish, Manor placings: 2nd B. Ames 
7.24; 5th H. .1ohn50n, 7.45; 10th R. Newman, 8.20; 11th L, 
Howard, 8.21; 13th R. Bakewell, 8.23; 14th J. Heath, 8.32; 
16th F. Knowles, 8.50; 17th T. Cunningham, 9.06; 18th K. 
Newman, 9.13; R. Crowe, 9.14; 20th J. Patten, 9.29; 21st 
D. Williamson, 9.33; 22nd B. Fisher, 9.34. 

In the 16-18 years race, our opponents had only two runners, 
and in a straight race our placings were: 2nd R_ Collier, 14.27; 
4th P. Madell, 14.54; 5th M. May, 15.12; 6th D. Howard 
15.48; 7th R. Sawyers, 17.9. 

November 30th found us with two races, at LoughtOIl we 
finished fourth in our League event; here we were without the 
services of Nat Fisher, but were well supported at the tail by 
Dennis Clark, running for the first time for five years, and 
Harry Hart, who is trying hard to stave off the challenge of 
son John. Our placings were: 6th George Smith; 8th B. Cole; 
11 th M. Keough; 31st A. Basstoe; 36th E. Konopka; 29th L. 
Adams; 58th P. Keen; 60th D. Clark; 68th H. Hart; 72nd R. 
Morton. 

At Whetstone, our boys tackled Shaftesbury, Highgate, and 
Barnet, all of whom were not only superior teams, but also in 
the main a couple of years older than our youngsters. Although 
beaten, one could have nothing but admiration for the way 
our boys went ,to work. Roy Collier, finding some of his old 
form, led our team home in 12th position. Bruce Tyson fought 
hard and stayed well with him for almost the whole three 
miles, and although he had to give way through an attack of 
"stitch", he recovered to stage a fighting finish in 18th position. 
Henry Johnson ran his usual dogged race, and finished 20th. 

Colin Stephens was 21st, and Dick Bakewell, having his first 
taste of country running, ran with an easy style which reminded 
one of Joe Arend. He certainly paced along his more experi
enced t~am mates, Tom Cunningham, Alan Melhuish and Derek 
Howard who all finished pretty well together. Even the 
diminutive Bob Crowe showed that three miles is no obstacle 
to him, and completed a none too easy course in 23 mins. 20 
secs. 

Two older members have also gained distinctions during the 
past month, Bill J enner successfully completing his Hon. 
Coaches exam. for the middle distances, and Arthur Wootton, 
by reason of his sterling work at the various meetings for 
~everal years, and his high pass in a recent test, has been up

gt'aded to Grade 1, Timekeeper. This now puts Arthur in line 
to officiate at International Meetings. Well done, Arthur, none 
could have deserved the honour more. 

LES GOLDING. 

FOOTBALL 
SENIORS 

The replay with Watford in the F.A. Youth' Cup took place 
at Watford under floodlights on Thursday, November 7th. 
Conditions were very good, although the fairly heavy going 
was perhaps a slight handicap to some of our slightly built 
lads. 

Watford, playing very confident football, dominated the 
opening stages and opened the scoring through their centre
forward, who flicked a bal! from his right wing past Hards 
who had no chance of saving. They went further ahead after 
twenty minutes when a elearance from a corner was taken first 
time by their right half who hit a magnificent goal. 

Although two goals down our lads fought with plenty of 
spirit and were rewarded with a goal through Bayley after a 
good move by Hay and Rimmell. At this period we really 
did get on top, and a shot by Rimmell hit the post, another 
just 'grazed the crossbar and Bayley with another great chance 
'10 equalise just screwed it the wmng side of a post. ~-:Iad we 
managed to get on level terms we would have won thIS game, 
but opportunitieR went begging, shots from nnrrow angles in
stead of passes across the goal were far too frequent. No doubt 
the thought of scoring a goal is always foremost in the minds 
of the forwards when they are boring in from the wing, the 
idea. of making a goal seems to always be a secondary thought. 

When Watford scored for the third time from a corner they 
coasted along, to .the final whistle, and perhaps would have been 
c. trifle unlucky if they hadn't qualified to meet Barnet in the 
next round. 

On the following Saturday we met West Ham Juniors in the 
first round of the Pelly Cup on the Valley. This proved to be 
the most remarkable scoring game. Having beaten them pre
viously on their ground, we were pretty confident when we 
started but were reduced to a struggling side within a very 
short period, being two goals down. We scored, bU,t almost 
immediately West Ham went further ahead. After the interval 
we put on the pressure and were rewarded by two quick goals 
that put us on equal terms, bl\t within a minute of equalising 
West Ham scored again making it 4-3 in their favour. After 
B. series of raids we managed to make the scores level, and 
almost from the kick-off West Ham again took the lead, but 
their advantage was short-lived this time because we managed 
to get on terms within minutes, making the score five-all. The 
game appeared to be set for extra time, when in the last 
minute West Ham scored the winning goal through their out
side-right who cut in, shot through a crowd of our defenders 
which left Hards unsighted. 

Our third defeat during November was at the hands of 
Woodford, who beat us by three goals to nil on the Valley. 
Their accurate long passing paid off against our inaccurate 
short passing, and their clearances from their defence were 
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clean and decisive, whereas our own forwards allowed Wood
ford a free ball every time it came out of our defence Wood
ford's defence never allowed our forwards to settl~ down 
marking very close and tackling strong. In contrast our de~ 
fence allo,,":,ed Woodford's forwards too much room and con
sequently m the ~ec~)Jld half it became a shooting match 
betwe~n Woodford s forwards and Hards, with Hards coming 
out WIth honours. . 

Our other defeat was against Wcl!ington on ,the Valley. 
Rimmell and I-~a.rds were absent playmg for Essex, but Len 
Passmore deputlsmg for Hards could not be faulted for all 
three goals against us. Here again the strong tackling of our 
opponents upset our game, and although we scored twice we 
never looked like winning this game. ' 

Our, only, success was against Leyton F.C. played at the 
County ground, when we won comfortably by three goals to 
one. ThIS game could have gone against us if our lads had 
allowed t!le refere~'s decisions to upset them, but wisely they 
played WIth restra111t and the two goals scored by Hay were 
a great example of coolness. The one goal given to Leyton was 
an ex!remely bad decision, the ball hitting a post and re
boundmg out to the corner of the goal area, where it was 
cleared upfield. 

F.G.L. 

JUNIOR XI 

November found the Junior side very hard-hit by illness and 
injuries which meant three or four changes in the team for all 
five matches played during the month. Don Leather had the 
misfortune to miss all five matches and the other members of 
the team were nearly as unfortunate in missing two or ,three 
games. These enforced changes played havoc with the side's 
team work and three important matches were lost. The first of 
these matches being a Federation league game against Friends 
Hall when we lost in the last minute of the game in the gather
ing gloom of a typical November afternoon, when Hen;Y Lee 
making hi~ debut in goal for the Juniors, failed correctly t6 
judge the flight of a long lob from an opposing defender. This 
was rather bad luck for Henry for he had played well up to 
that moment. Geoff Collins at outside-left had a particularly 
good game and besides scoring one goal was a constant threat 
to the Friends Hall defence. The first half had found the 
Juniors mainly in command, and ColIin's goal put us ahead 
for a short period until Friends Hall equalised just before the 
interval when their left winger showed a clean pair of heels 
to our defence and then easily beat Henry Lee from short 
range. The second half started with a strong attack by the 
Juniors and a quick and accurately placed centre from Colin 
Dye gave Peter Denney the opportunity of heading a glorious 
goal. This goal seemed to set the game alight and play went 
back and forth between the two goals with neither side able 
to put the ball into the net. The Manor's weakness perhaps 
being that the forward line lacked a strong inside forward 
capable of backing up the determined dashes of Peter down 
the middle. Brian Edmeades at inside-right, whose job this 
should have been, being rather too easily pushed off the ball 
by less talented opponents. Friends Hall's equaliser did, how
ever, come half-way through the half and from then on there 
was nothing to choose between the sides until those last few 
seconds when Henry's groping hands failed to find that elusive 
lob. 

The Juniors were soon to have their chance of revenge, for 
two weeks later Friends Hall came again to the Wilderness for 
the return league match, and this time the Club turned the 
tables by winning by 4 goals to 3, after leading 3-0 at half
time and later by 4-1. Terry BaiIy had been put into the 
forward line in an effort to back up the drive of Peter Denney, 
and he promptly scored two very good goals wi'hin half an 
hour of the start. The Juniors were still not at full strength, 
with Geoff Collins now joining Don Leather as an absentee, 
but despite this handicap they were playing good football with 
the ball being moved about quickly and well, and when Bl'ian 

Edmeades added the third goal there was little doubt that they 
deserved their lead. A .hal~-time advantage of three goals 

B,eemed good enoug~l, but I~ dId not look quite AO good when an 
attack from the Fnends Hall left wing was allowed to develop 
when one determined tackle would have put away any danger, 
but th~ tac~le was made half-heartedly and the winger allowed 
to get m Ius centre, where the ball was steered into the Manor 
n~t by the cez;tre-f~rward. However, the Juniors came again, 
wlt,h Terry Ball~ dOIng a great deal of work both in attack and 
defence, and Brlan Edmeades was soon in front of goal with a 
wonderful chance of scoring, only to see his shot pushed out 
by the, hands of a d~fender. Brian took the resultant penalty 
111mself and scored WIth a neatly placed shot to make the score 
4-1. It seemed that this really must be the finish but Friends 
Hall t~ought otherwise and shortly before the encl' they scored 
two qUIck goals to ~nce more get within one goal of the Juniors' 
total, ~lthough theIr last J{oal had a strong element of luck 
about It when one of theIr forwards was luckily put on side 
when the ball cannoned off a Manor defender when otherwise 
he would have been yards the wrong side of the Manor defence. 

. Fairbairn ?ouse gave the Juniors their second and most 
Important. defeat of the month-the Prophet is indeed without 
honour I-when they came to the Wilderness and won a 1st 
Roun.d Andrews Cup-tie by 4 goals to 1. The Juniors fought 
well In the first half and should have been ahead at half-time 
bu~ la.ter three goal-Iceeping errors which resulted in thre~ 
Fmrbalrn goals was too big a handicap and long before the 
cnd they looked a well beaten side. ' 

Leyton Y.C. gave us our third defeat of the month in a 
!eague match, but a very much weakened Junior side, which 
mclude~ four reserves, did extremely well to pull up to 2-3 
after bem/{ three goals down at half-time. 

R. H. 

JUNIOR "·B" XI 
It is said that everything comes to those who wait but per

haps in the case of the "Bees" it would be more a~curate to 
say that ,everything comes t~, those who try hard and long 
eno~lgh,,, f~;· a~t~r. five s,!ccesslVe ~e~eats in the Forest League 
JU1110r B DlVlSlon, DICky Rankm s charges came into their 
own with a 9-0 win over the Capworth Y.C. in their sixth 
rn.atc.h . The. "Be~s" may find it difficult to keep up this sort 
01 wm but DICky IS confident that from now on no side is going 
to find them easy meat. ' . 

As is the lot of all reserve sides the same eleven players 
have rarely been fielded more than once, but among those who 
have played well for them on occasions have been Dick Baker 
at centre-forward; Tony Deadman, who has a reputation to 
live down in that he is "Scotty" Garrett's brother-in-law! and 
like "Scatty", Tony is a back with a strong kick which h~ 
uses with good ~ffect on suitable occasionsj and lastly, George 
Hart and Denms Leyhane, who have played in nearly all the 
"Bees" matches, and who share one very good point in com-
1110n in ,that come rain, hail or fog, they turn up at the meet
ing place on time, and eager and ready to play-some of our 
more obviously talented footballers please note! , 

R.H. 

BOXING 
Our most active boxers, during the past month or so have 

been Barry Agass, Ted Osborne, Joe Lloyd and .1immy Hay
ward. They have had their fair share of wms and have also 
had a few set-backs, but the important thing is that they are 
gaining in experience the whole time. Their careers have now 
reached the interesting stage and they could quite easily follow 
the pattern laid down by that very successful trio of a few 
seasons back, Messrs. Gargano, Woollard and Drew. There IS 
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no short road to success in boxing, it is hard trainin~ an~ cl.ean 
living all the. way, but high up on. th~ list of ~ssentlals IS rmg
craft and this can only be gamed InsIde the nng, a good,. well 
train'ed, experienced boxer is in a different class to the ordmary 
"ten-a-penny" slugger and the c,:re~r of t~e good boxer will 
be a much longer one. It is by pIckmg th~lr contests cal'ef~l1y 
that we hope to guide these first year semors along the nght 
path, but of course they must not be burned out and when a rest 
is recommended it must be taken. 

Our juniors, too, have been very active, with the programme 
of District Schoolboys' championships now under way, in pre
paration for the national championships, we must restric.t their 
club boxing for a time. Our biggest junior success of late was 
the grand win by Dave Taylor in the junior open competition 
at the Toby Club on November 19th. To score this win he 
had to beat two class young boxers, he did in fact stop C. 
Honeyman of Campbell inside two rounds but did not have 
things quite so easily against D. RobbinsoI! of Briggs in the 
final although he was a clear winner. Aga~nst Honeyman he 
was an aggressive. all-action boxe.r, but. reahs~d after the first 
round against Robbinson tha,t his boxmg skill would be re
quired to earn him his second win of the night and some copy
book style boxing in the last round gave him this victory. 

During the first weeks of the present season young Jimmy 
Hayward was meeting with such success that we just did not 
think it possible for another 16-year-old to beat him, but to 
our surprise P. McGeowan of P.L.A. mastered him at our own 
Club show in October. True to form the non-stop Jimmy 
could not rest until hc had had the chance of revenge, and he 
was given his chance at the Toby show. This really proved to 
be a classic struggle between two brilliant juniors, punching 
hard with both h::mds and making good use of the ring with his 
footwork, Jimmy showed us that he had put in some serious, 
training for this bout; despite his efforts, however, the verdict 
still went to McGeowan, but the decision came as a surprise 
to many who thought Jimmy had done just about enough on 
this occasion. 

D. McGuiness of East Ham gained his revenge when narrowly 
outpoining our Johnny Hayday at the Toby show, being old 
rivalr. with something of a following amongst their schoolboy 
friends, this bout had a bit of "needle" about it and the cus
tomers certainly got their money's worth. This all-star junior 
show at Toby Club was originally intended for our Club. It 
was a N.E. Div. A.B.A. promotion and Alf Woollard was 
appointed tournament and competition secretary; unfortunately 
it clashed with other club arrangements and was switched to 
Toby. Alf certainly did a grand job of work-it was a full 
house and a grand nigh t's boxing-. 

JOHN CECIL. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 
Our results for November are as follows:-

1st XV 
Old Cestrians 1st 
Thames Board Mills 1st 
Fords 1st 

"A" 
Old Cestrians A 
Thames Board Mills A 
Old Walcountians XA 

"BH 
Grasshoppers B 
Ching-ford B 
Old Erithians B 

XV 

XV 

Won 
Won 
Won 

Won 
Won 
Won 

Won 
Won 
Won 

14-0 
6-0 

25-3 

11-0 
53-0 
27-3 

22-3 
17-8 
44-6 

Our success story to be told this month is of the fact that 
during the past weeks we have on two occasions fielded five 
teams on the same day. No mean achievement this, and all 
who have worked towards this success are to be congratulated. 
Doubtless the foundation laid by Fred Carrington and Butch 

Reid starting some years ago the Junior training at the back 
of the Club has been responsible for the influx of players who 
have found' rugby to their liking, and have continued to play 
the game of their choice within the Clu~, ~nd to the eff?rts of 
Derek Marsh and Trevor Jones in contmumg the recrUItment 
of new members within the Boys' Club. Our position is a far 
cry from the days when to play rugby was to be cert:;in of a 
game in the one and only first tean;. 'I.'0-~ay our FIrst XV 
standard is very good, and maybe It Will. Improve over the 
years. . Let's hope so anyway.. Coupl.ed WIth the ,above news 
if: the fact that we have m bemg a thIrd Old Boys team, and 
this has been successful so far with three wins to its credit. 
With the return to fitness of members from minor injuries we 
l'ound that provided all were available we could field a "B" XV 
without the help of Junior Boys' Club members, and if thc 
present trend continues, we will be able to go ahead and make 
regular fixtures instead of on a week-by-week basis. Our pre
sent strength relies more and more on members who wish to 
play makinp; themselves known, as it is essential that to run 
three teams' regularly, a reserve of players is held to cope with 
injuries, etc. So if you wish to swell our ranks, let's hear from 
you. 

All will be pleased to know that Derek Marsh is well on the 
road to recovering from his leg injury, and he has hopes of 
playing' ap;ain in the New Year. Other than Derek we a:'e 
almost free of injured members, and we hope that Alf RCld 
will soon recover from his ankle injury to continue the "father 
and son" playing theme! ! 

As will be seen from the results, we are without doubt strilt
ing it rich this season, and our scoring power appears to be 
qt;ite able to cope with all the situations to date. The "Even
ing Standard" now publishes our name in their records of 
South rugby clubs, and in this the first team share the honours 
with Ipswich as having won all games played to date. Our 
record--played 11, won 11, points for 194, points against 40--
looks good in print! . 

'Stan Brown organised a very pleasant evening for us on 
Saturday November 23rd, when some eighty people, consisting 
of memb'ers and friends, held a social at "The Shakespeare's 
Head." A very good evening, Stan, let's have some more of 
these. 

BOYS' CLUB COLTS 

November results:-
16th. v. Tottenham Grammar School 
30th. v. Westcliff High School 2nd XV 

RON FIELD. 

Lost 
Lost 

0--26 
0-30 

As an Old Boys' "B" XV took over two of their fixtures, the 
Colts only had two games to play. Both of these, unfortun
ately, ended in defeats. 

For the second time against Tottenham Grammar School, the 
Colts played with two players short. They tried hard, but 
with this handicap their eHorts were not good enough to hold 
the School, who played some grand open rugby, with slick and 
accurate passing and direct running. 

In both our encounters with the School this season, they 
have shown us some good rugby, a fine approach to the game 
and excellent sportsmanship. 

Against Westc1iff High School (a match we normally win) 
the Colts cracked badly. John Bell, Ran Maffey and at times 
David Floyd brought out some splendid tackles, but THREE 
TACKLERS IN A SIDE IS NOT GOOD ENOUGH. There 
is only one sure way of stopping an opponent with the ball; 
that is to tackle both HARD and LOW. To tackle hard 
requires determination and it is this that several players are 
lacking. Bill Perdeaux had several good runs, but normally 
found himself out on his own with, no support. Vic Bickers, 
who has the ability to become an accomplished full back, was 
very good at falling on the ball, but his positioning was some-
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times at fault. This,. however, ,can be remedied with practice. 
Gerry Sellears, playmg only hiS second game at scrum h If 
did so. very r;>luckil'y. The other members of the team with~ut 
exceptlOn, did the~r best, .which, it must be admitted: was not 
good enough on thiS occasIOn. 

One last wO~'d, do not criticise another player's play during 
the game. It IS the duty of the captain to point out his mis
takes; or another member of the team might do so politely 
AFTER THE GAME. ' , 

MINORS 
November results:-

9th. v. Barking Park Modern School 
16th. v. 'fottenhurn Grammar School 

Under 15 ... 
23rd. v. Woodberry Down School Under 15 
30th. v. Westcliff High School Under 15 

2nd XV 

Lost 0-54 

Lost 0-36 
Won 16- 0 

Won 11- 3 
Unfortunat.ely for. the Min~rs several of their players are 

now too old for the Side and Will have to step up into the Colts 
XV. Howeyer, there are several reserves able to fill the gaps 
and these wlll no doubt improve in ability with match experi
ence. 

Against both Barking and Tottenham Grammar, the three
qu~rlers wer~ ou,t-run by the opposition and as a result Colin 
RelcI was tned m the centre against Woodberry with a fa;r 
measu,re of Sllccess. The. forward~ have been playing really 
well m all games, espeCially agamst Tottenham Grammar 
wh~re ih~i.r .r0os~ s.crumf!1uging :vas almost excellent. The anI; 
major .cr~tlclsm IS 1:1 their covermg; this needs speeding up and 
when It IS, they wIll be a match for any opposing pack. 

Geoff Wright, a new addition to the team and Peter White 
~ack in .the side aft~r injury, have tightened up the back divi~ 
~lOn, whIch showed Improvement against Westcliff. The Minors 
fought back well in this game to turn a 3-0 deficit at half-time 
into an 11-3 win. Colin Reid after only one game in the 
threes has had to move up into the Colts. 

One might wonder why on occasions the Minors lose by a 
large score as we have done versus Brook Barking Park 
Moclern ancl Tottenham Grammar Schools. 'The re;wn is 
that against schools of this calibre the Club is at a disadvan~ 
tage. The School players are either in their third or fourth 
season as against the Club players being in their first or second 
and the schools have a regular training game, as a team, each 
week, whereas, although th~ club have two training evenings, 
so many boys attend evemng classes or other club activities 
that the team only gets together at matches. Also, the schonls 
have greater number.s to ch?ose from. Nevertheless by playing 
these. games and domg theIr best the players will learn a lot 
ana m future years, we hope, will maintain or even improve 
upon the present standard of the Old Boys' rugby. 

A monthly tip will appear in ,these notes as from this month. 
The first deals with punting and touch kicking. Too many 
Boys' Club players are giving the ball too much height; this 
~neans the lu~k l~cks length. Another failing is direction. The 
IJ?portant. thmg IS to make. your angle ,:ccording to your posi
tlOn relative to the touchline and to aim for a target on or 
near the touchline, e.g., a 25-yarcl line flag or the touch judge 
'(especially your own; if he is experienced he will automatically 
bc in a position where he expects you to find touch). You must 
also know your own strength, it is no good trying to kick too 
far and the ball not reaching the target, for this inevitably 
gives possession to the opposition. Sacrifice length for accur
acy. Against a wind keep the projection of the ball fairly 
low, but with a wind give the ball height; not too much, 
though, so that it falls short of yoUI' target. When kicking do 
not throw it into the air, you should practically place it on to 
the f~ot with the hands (two hands), keep your eye on the ball 
and. follow straight through. Lastly, do not kick to touch if 
there is a chance to open up the game with a passing move
ment. 

TABLE TENNIS 
Several of our teams have made some progress during the 

past month, which is most encouraging. 

In the First Division, the "A" team have won two games 
and lost. another narr.owly .by 4.5. If only Ralph Kattenhor~ 
could bnng out that lIttle bit extra that we know he must have 
he will make both Ken and Bob play better themselves. ' 

Our "B': team are struggling, but in view of the opposition 
are not .domg at all badly, and are gaining valuable experienc~ 
all the tIme. 

"C" team are now strengthened by the return of Bob 
Sheldrake; they arc getting better results, and are moving up 
the table, where they rightly belong. 

. "D" team, the most successful team of the lot (not because 
It happens to be my team), have won five out of seven matches 
played, and have also won a round in the Cup competition. 

"~" team, who .started the season ofF so promisingly, have 
run mto a bad penod and have lost their last three matches. 

"F" team have been playing very well indeed, and have been 
unlucky t~ lose some games by the odd point. I have signed 
on Ike Kmg to help strengthen the side, and to give him a 
game. The younger players, particularly Dave Floyd have 
been gaining valuable eperience this season. ' 

In the Federation competition, the seniors have played foUl' 
matches and have lost them all, whilst the juniors have played 
two matches and have won both. In fairness to the senior 
team I should point out that only one member of the team 
John Wood, is a senior in age. The others are all juniors~ 
Dave Floyd, Len Webster, Barry Davis, and a newcomer who 
shows good promise in Dave Higgins. I would like to repeat 
the word that I usually finish up with-PRACTICE. You must 
practise if you wish to succeed in any sport, and it is parti
cularly so for Table Tennis. The important thing is that a 
friendly knock-up is NOT sufficient, you need at least half an 
hour perfecting your strokes and remedying your weaknesses. 
Concentrate upon this all the time, it is well worth while so 
don't forget-KEEP PRACTISING, LADS. ' 

Results: EAST LONDON LEAGUE:--
Played Won Lost 

Team "A" 7 3 4 

" 
"B" 5 1 4 

" 
"C" 7 4 3 

" 
"D'1 7 5 2 

" 
"E" 7 3 4 
~'F" 7 4 3 

In the Cup competitions, teams "A", "B" and "D" have won 
their first round ties, teams "C" and HE" have still to play. 

In friendly games, the juniors have won one and lost one. 
In the Senior Federation all four games have been lost. In 
the Junior Federation all four games have been won. 

STAN JOHNSON. 

RIFLE SHOOTING 
During the past month the range has been mobbed by boys 

on both Tuesday and Friday nights. The idea of having Tues
day nights for the Learners has been a complete success. 

The number at Hillman Street has increased to fourteen 
which has also helped to relieve the pressure at the Club Range: 

The' Averages last month were lower than October's. In 
one or two cases boys have shot below their normal standard 
but many are having to adapt themselves to the longer range 
at Hillman Street. M. Richards and R. Rogers have settled 
down very well, and Messrs. Spender, Waite and Clifton, P. J" 
look quite promising. 
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The Members of Red House will have to pull their soc.k~ up 
if they wish to field a decent team in the House CompetItIOns. 

In the Junior Winter this year our average, 92.50, w.as lower 
by .50 compared with last year, a team total of 740 agamst 744. 
Below are the unconfirmed scores. 

C. Kirby 
V. Bickers 
M. Honeychurch 
P. White 

94 
95 
91 
93 

95 
91 
93 
88 

373 367 = 740 

It is hoped that the Fed. l~a:,\,ue will .start shortly which will 
give the lads plenty of competItive practIce. 

On 22nd November we arranged a match against ourselves, 
the results being as follows:-

The J(z'rby Killers v. The Honeyclzurch Hot Shots 
C Kirby 92 M. Honeychurch 96 
R' Cooper 92 P. White 89 
V" Bickers 90 M. Richards 89 
P . Tanner 90 R. Rogers 89 
r'Spender 85 D. Ward 84 
E' Rochford 83 P. Clifton 83 
L: Coles 81 P. Waite 78 

613 608 

Well that's all for now, except to 
and p;esent a Merry Christmas and 
New Year. 

wish all Riflemen past 
the Happiest (possible) 

Good shooting, 
"DEADEYE." 

~ 
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO 

DECEMBER, 1942 
The Club on which the Sun Never Sets 

Ml·. VilIiers in his Christmas article:. "Even a ye~r ago I 
th ught that with so many members gomg ove~seas It would 
be

o 
i~creasingly difficult to. maintain c~mt~ct WIth them, but 

thanks to the Airgraph servIce, com!DumcatIOn has been greatly 
improved, and whalever our tOUrIsts may feel, w~ stay-at
homes revel in the news from abroad, and we are Immensely 
grateful to those who write-it makes us feel that. the Club 
has a part to play in war time and, though t~e fireSIde cannot 
be the rallying point, letters to and fro can m some measure 
fill the gap." 

From Service Shorts . 
Mrs Forder rang us up to tell us that CharlIe Forder has 

joined' his brother John in South Africa, and that Dave Ing~e 
is also there. We wonder whether they have contacted BIll 
Deane, who is nearby. Four Manor members are mOl:e th~n 
sufficient to make an Eton Manor in any !a.nd, espeCIally 111 
one whose inhabitants have the Manor splnt, as the South 
African folk undoubtedly have, very strongly. 

From Home Guard Chat 
Ley-Eton F.C. are still winning. The first rou:nd of .the 

London Senior Cup was played at West Ham agamst Bnggs 
Bodies. Ley-Eton won by 9-1, and al~ ~he goals w~re scored 
by Eton Manor players: Hodges 3, Ph!llIps 3, Can dIce 2 and 
Davies 1. The press has often referred to us as former Eton 
Manor players; we all hope that we shall soon be form.er Leyton 
players. Leyton is a very good club and I?oks aft~r Its playe~s 
well, but there always seems to be somethIng lack1Og; there IS 
no football like Eton Manor football. 

From "Manorisms" 
WICK VISTA 

It is in the sincere hope that it will never be said that 
Hackney Wick was neglected when London was re-planned, 

that while a band of eminent gentlemen have decided. w~at 
sort of a City we shall return to, I have been busy re·deslgmng 
our Ji ttle corner. . 

We must all according to the eminent gentlemen,. bec?me 
vista minded, ~o with that in mind, I think that we mIght 
make a start on Wick Road. We'll knock all the houses down 
and instead there will be a tree-line~ avenue. fro!ll Uncle 
T rn's Cabin to the Victoria, with SUItable drIves-m at the 
Tfll'el', the Elephant, and the White Lion. And, of course, at 
the Police StatIOn. 

From Sport in the Forces . . 
LAC Stan Thompson: "Whilst playmg for the StatIOn 

tea~ i s'cored four goals, and the following Saturday I played 
for Hearts 'A' team against Raith Rovers. We l?st 2-3, but 

I got a goal anel wa3 selected to play the followmg Saturday 
against Glasgow Rangers. I got posted on the Wednesday 
b~forethe game. Was I mad! !" 

From Looking Through Our Mail 
Pte. Jim Clatworthy: "This is an awkward place to. f:l'et out 

of and there's no wireless or newspapers. I am deputlSlng for 
the cook to-night, as he has been invited out to a farm. All I 
have to do is to hot a tin of beans up for tea and open two 
tins of sardines for supper, also brew a bucket o~ tea and 
another of cocoa. I have managed to complete thIS task all 
right and to everyone's satisfaction." 

Christmas is here again; how the years fly as one gets 
older. Most Manorites Jive a fairly full life and .that I suppose 
is the reason time seems to pass so quickly. It .IS a wonderful 
time of the year for many reasor:s, the days begI~ to lengthen, 
therc is an atmosphere of goodWIll among us, whIch onc would 
like to see spread among nations, with a little more ~f "What's 
right" instead of the "Who's r!ght." Talk of a h~tle m?re 
good neighbourliness and goodWIll, rather than who IS makmg 
the most' devastating missiles or launching the next hoo~l~m 
into space' so much good could be done for the people hv10g 
on earth by all countries, if the Christmas Message was upper
most in the minds of leaders. However, the day may come; 
at the present time ordinary folk in most co.untries make ,it a 
time of rejoicing and fellowship, and .one IS able to 9U1etly 
relax around the fireside at home. It IS a wonderful tIme to 
remember many friends, old and new,. those who have passed 
as managers-or members who contl'lbut~d so much to the 
Club as we know it to-day and left theIr mark; a~so those 
many members who through the years have made theIr homes 
overseas, some of whom have lost contact with the Cl~b, but 
very many who still keep in touch, and can. be descr~bed as 
keen as ever in some cases more concerned m followmg the 
Club's progr~ss than many who are living wiLhin easy !·eaoh. 
I suppose it has always been t.he .same and always WIll be. 
The Club is a wonderful orgamsatIon and however ,Y.oung. or 
old we may be we are all good pals and hope' the spmt whICh 
has bound the Club together. for so rr;any years and throu~h 
several generations, will. contmu~. WIth that, together WIth 
thc Mousette, I should hke to WIsh you all, wherever you are, 
a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year. 

Someone suggested I should dig out some more stories fr?m 
thc very earliest days of the Club and it may be worth wlill!<. 
One comes readily to mind from an old number of CHIN-WAG, 
from the first World War:- \ 

! 

J 
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A lad had been advised by his mother always to look 

upwards when danger threatened. He wrote to his mother 
from France thus: "Dear Mother, I was in the trenches a few 
days ago, up to my knees in water. I remembered what you 
said to me and when I looked up there was a whacking great 
aeroplane dropping blooming great bombs on us for all 'he was 
worth." 

Writing about the first World War, I was reminded of a 
strange twist of fate. I was watching a television service re
cently which came from the Central Hall, Manchester. The 
preacher was that great German character, Dr. Martin 
Niemoller. In the 1914-18 war he was a U-boat commander 
who received the Iron Cross for sinking lots of Allied shipping, 
and in the last war was intel'11ed for eight years in solitary con. 
finement in a German prison camp for refusing to take part in 
Nazi activities. Now a great leader in the German church, 
preaching to an English audience of millions, a wonderful per
sonality, spending his life, as he has done since the first World 
War, to establish peace and goodwill among the nations, an 
ideal that could bring happiness to all people. 

I thought last month's CHIN- WAG one of the best in recent 
years, with its accounts of general and sectional meetings, its 
letters from overseas which were all excellent and shows the 
interest and affection these members still have for the Club. 
I always think it is the finest example of the Club's success. 
rVlany of them have been abroad for years, but the memory of 
the Club and their contemporaries remain. The Editorial by 
Ronnie Shaw-Kennedy on Insurance, evidently one of a series 
on the subject, was a useful and constructive feature that could 
be very helpful to any youngster looking for a career. A 
monthly feature on Trades, Professions or countries in the 
Commonwealth by experts would improve CHIN-WAG quite a 
lot and appeal to the younger member. 

Harry Whiston's articles on Life in Canada with the candid 
remarks one would expect from him, giving a true picture of 
what an emigrant could expect, were widely read and com
mented on and it is certain were a guide to many youngsters 
thinking of changing their country. Whilst on this subject, 
isn't it remarkable how small the world has become in the past 
fifty years. Not so long ago, to go abroad was an event which 
sometimes took weeks. We old 'uns who saw the development 
of the plane could not in our wildest dreams imagine that it 
would be possible to step into a plane and land within a few 
hours in America. Who knows what form the next method of 
travel will take. More people than ever are travelling to and 
from. Perishable freights hitherto impossible are being flown 
daily from one country to another; people are getting to know 
more about their neighbours, their co~ntries and their prob
lems which should make for a hapPIer world. Are people 
kind~l', more tolerant and happier for it? I wonder? 

I saw the Manor the Repton and the Leyton boxing shows 
during the past m~Ilth. For the most part the boxi~g was 
quite good and quite a lot of boxers showed real promIse, bllt 
I got the impression that many of the lads were not fit and 
lacked training. It was not confined to anyone Club, but all 
oi them. I spoke to one of the A.B.A: officials and h~ agr~ed. 
He thourrht it may be due to lads trYll1g to keep theI!, weIght 
down, w11ich, without supervision and medical advice, could 
prove harmful. Several of them just about got th~ three 
rounds and I wondered how the same boys would fare If Clubs 
introduced the Novices and Open competitions again, which 
frequently meant the finalists would sometimes get ~hree or 
foul' bouts in one evening. It. is not so many years smce the 
amateur championships were decided that way. beginning in 
the early morning and ending late at night. 

I was talking to Joe Poole a few day ago and he told me 
Ted and his family are doing fine in New Zealand. They have 

moved into a brand new home and have good jobs. They have 
a novel way of corresponding, perhaps not so novel these days. 
One of the family Poole's has a tape recorder which is taken 
around the family, who record conversations a~d messages and 
Ted does the same on his side. These are exchanged, and .Toe 
was saying what a thrill it is to sit and listen to Ted and his 
family's voices. He said it was funny to hear Ted addressing 
himself to Joe and saying "Wait till West Ham get hold of the 
Orient, they'll murder them." I wonder what Hopalong Stock 
would think of that one? . 

Thinking .again about the careers article, I remember writing 
one for CHlN-WAG on Glass-blowing years ago, before I started 
"Whispers," when almost all glass containers were mouth blown 
by skilled craftsmen. I wonder how one would set about it 
to-day when engineers have taken their place and almost all 
tubes, containers, drinking glasses and electric.light bulbs are 
made by fully automatic machines. I remember at that time 
many lads were apprenticed to craftsmen in Typemaking, 
Tailoring, Leather work, Cabinet and Boot-making, and all 
the trades have gone the same way, although actually automa
tion ha.s made for more general prosperity. It is funny how 
things have changed; the fathers of Squidger Gamble, Harry 
Whiston, Fred Lander, Alf Pearson and myself, were all fine 
old glass craftsmen. I doubt we shall ever see their like again. 
I have in my possession now some ruby glass made by Alf 
Pearson's father, which was coloured ruby red by introducing 
gold into the melt, a practice of all early glassworkers, but 
which would be impossible to-day, even if sovereigns were in 
usa it would not be allowed. Selenium is used for this purpose 
now; by the same laws Uranium was widely used by them in 
the old days to make that brilliant emerald green which some 
of you may even now have in your homes, especially if it 
belonged to your parents. Just imagine using that valuable 
stufi' now; copper and iron is used to get almost the same 
result. 

A little extract from a letter to the Club from Harry Whiston: 
"My regards to Mr. Villiers and thanks for his ve~'Y fine com
ments. I owe a great deal more to the Club, and Its managers 
particularly, than it or they will ever owe to me. My best 
remembrances to all my former clubmates of so many years 
ago. I never fail to read 'Whispers.' I always enjoy them 
because the Mouse speaks of the same things and people I 
used to know." This was pleasant to read, because writing is 
like the wireless, you put it out and you don't know if you are 
interesting people or boring them stiff. Inc!d~ntally, I had t.wo 
very nice letters from Mr. Wagg and Mr. Vllhers on celebratmg 
non-stop "Whispers" for forty years, which gave me a lot of 
pleasure. Mr. Wagg's letter finished with the little face which 
has almost become his signature; some happy, some miserable; 
this one was happy, so here's hoping he is fit and well again, 
and as happy as he writes. 

I was reading recently an article by Sylvia Cheeseman (now 
Mrs. Dis)ey) on taking part in International sport. She ap
pealed for more training facilities for training, young athle.tes 
and said "Wc have come to the crossroads; eIther we deCIde 
to adopt 'the proo-ressive ways of other countries il1 this respect, or 
we drop out otlnternational competition altogether." Brave 
words but one hears of more and more large firms who have 
provided good sports grounds which a~e ~se.d by a small. minor
ity of their staff, until they wonder If It IS worth whIle; are 
fewer people taking interest in sport? .If so, ~~ere do they 
spend their Saturday afternoons? Is It televlSlon or shop 
gazing? I came through a shopPlllg centre a f~w weeks ago 
and it was literally packed; ever been through KlOgsland Road 
and Ridley Road on a Saturday? It runs a .good second to 
Petticoat Lane or Club Rowan Sunday mornlOgs. 

A little story I came across in 0l!f factory: ~ne o~ th~ lads 
was leaving and went around shakmg hands WIth hIS fnends, 
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until he came to a colleague whose hands were dirty and he 
said, "I'm not getting my hands dirty," and refused to shake 
hands with him. This colleague came to me a£terwar~s and 
said, "Do you know, that lad refused to shake hands wIth me, 
yet when Lord Pakenham came to the works, my han?s w~re 
dirty and oily and. I said I cou,ld n~t shake. hands with. ~Im 
because of it. HIS reply was That s all right, man, It s a 
pleasure to meet some real honest grime,' and. he grabbed my 
hand and gave it a real shake and I apprecIated that more 
than enough." Makes you think, doesn't it? 

You have probably heard about the two Russians who arrived 
at the Pearly Gatcs and asked for their ball back, so I won't 

bother you with that one. 
Happy Christmas and many of them. 

~~~~. .. ,...... ~\ ~. ~ -.c - _ I 
.: / "",~ ~ y. \\ . Ir-- .:".~ '\ -~ -.:: 
In two recent letters, our latest immigrant to Ca~ada, .John 

McGarry, 61, Clovelly Avenue, ·Toronto 10, Ontario, wntes: 
"My wHe and I have only been in Canada .for a few. wee~s, so 
we are certainly not qualified as yet to give anythmg lIke a 
proper report on Canada, but many thin/?s have impres~ed us. 
We arrived in Montreal and had some slIght trouble With the 
Customs officials over m~ camera and photographic equipment. 
Everything was very strange. as the Cust~ms men were. ~rench
Canadians, and not seemmgly too fnendly! Arnvmg at 
Toronto we soon settled down, however, and everyone that we 
met was most kind and helpful. We did not have much diffi
culty in finding suitable accommodation, which seems to be 
obtainable provided that one has the cash to pay the rent, 
which by British standards is phenomenally high, and takes 
8. lar~e part of the weekly income. I have started work with 
an I~surance Company, and I am very hopeful that things will 
work out satisfactorily. 

"We were pleasantly surprised at the large numbers of 
English firms who are established in Canada, although in many 
cas~s the products are not exactly the same. Food, especially 
some commodities which were dear in England, are compara
tively cheaper here, and most of the time I am too bloated to 
move very far. Another maiIl impression is the height of the 
buildings, the length of the cars, the bad state of the roads and 
pavements (or pavements and sidewalks as we now call them I), 
the lack of policemen and public lavatories, the last being im
portant when you've been walking around for a couple of 
weeks looking for a job! 

"Ray Cooper and Sam Weller have been kindness itself and 
very helpful to us, it makes such a difference to have friends 
to visit when in a new and strange country. We had a first 
class meal and a chat to them on our first Sunday in Toronto; 
they are all very well. I will write to you again when I have 
settled down a bit longer. 

Sam Weller has just rang me to say that his wife Tl'udy hus 
presented him with another boy, both al'e doing very well. 
We havn't seen Ray Cooper again because it is difficult to get 
to his place without a car, which we don't yet. possess. This 
rather limits our activities, especially during the winter months, 
and so we are planlling to get a car towards the end of January 
when prices are at their lowest. 

The weather so far has been quite mild, well, until it couple of 
days ago, and a cold snap and snow have now descended upon 
us. Even so it is much preferable to the London smog. I was 
very sorry to learn about the rail disaster. and I do hope that 
none of my aquaintances were involved. 

RoalllRS .t SONS. le8 Victoria Pf1l"k Ro .. d. E. AMHerat 1967 

Any news from home would be welcome, since the newspapers 
here afe mainly adverts! Occasionally I see a Times that a 
friend has flown out to him daily, but outside of that the bulk 
of our news oonsists of who has married who in Hollywood." 

U.T.M. 

George Pickering, 28, Bath Street, Kogar~h, N.S.W., Austra
lia writes: "Many thanks for the regular Issue of CHIN-WAG 
and also for forwarding Ernie Chubb's address. Harry Whiston's 
excellent and informative article about Canada was very well 
written and I would say that it just about sums up what 
intendi~g migrants to Australia, or. for that matter S~u.th 
Africa would also encounter. AustralIa IS known as the WhIte 
Man's' country, and in the three years that I have. been here I 
have seen only one or two coloured people. ThiS may seem 
incredulous as Sydney has a population of nearly two million 
and onc might wonder where the Aboriginals are. 

Just recently I had the pleasure ?f meeting Andy ~ndre:vs 
and his wife Eve, and daughter JudIth. Andy and hIS family 
were on the Southern Cross bound for the U.K. via New 
Zealand, Fiji, Tahiti, and many other interesting place~. Un· 
fortunately their stay in Sydney was only of short duratIOn, but 
we did find the time to show them around, coupled with a day 
trip out to the Blue Mountains, which is some 50-odd miles 
from Sydney. In the evening we were joined by Eric Laeld 
with his latest girl friend, and, after a certaiIl amount of 
chipping about matrimonial prospects, Eric confessed that his 
true love was still at the Brookfield Manor Girls' Club. How
eve;., I did remind him that he had been in Australia for six 
years, and that it was about time that he settled down. In 
the event of any correspondence from Brookfield or any other 
place, he can be contacted via my address! 

"Next week I shall be flying to Melbourne and I hope to 
spend a few hours with Mottle, as we haven't seen each other 
since last March. The last time he was in Sydney his girl 
friend followed him from Melbourne, and he did hint about 
emigrating to New Zealand as he thought that five years of 
courting were long enough for any Otter! In physique, Mottle 
hasn't changed one pound, and still retains his youthful looks. 
He can still g-et away with murder when it comes to females. 
I suggest that we take the title of Peter Pan away from Stan 
Brown, :llld award it to Mottle. The summer is now with us, 
and we are all staking our claims on Bondi Beach for the 
duration; the writer, having kept to a strict diet, hoping to 
still keep in the race with a chance! 

"If Alan Walker has returned from Cape Verde Islands, 
please give him my sincere regards, and if he should g-et to 
the Holiday Camp in the Isle of Wight ag-ain, tell him to keep 
clear of the stinging nettles. After four ycars of silence I now 
confess that it was I who did the terrible thing to Ron 
Edmunds, and for which Alan took the blame. The nettles, of 
course, were those in Ron's beel when hc finally came home to 
roost. He certainly had nothing to crow about! All the best 
to you all. U.T.M." 

Two Major Events. The Christmas Morning Swimming 
Handicap in the" OUT" at the Mission Boathotlse. Start at 
9 a.m. Entries can be aceepted up to the time of start
Ooming in? 

Cross Country Mob Match with Orown and Manor at Grange 
Farm,Ohigwell. Sunday Morning, January 12th. All members 
of the Boys' Olnb are eligible to take part in t.his. Can the 
Footballers Of Boxers put it aCfOSS the Harriers? vVhy not 
have a try. 


